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The Problem/Solution Thinking Guide is provided. The Thinking Guide identifies story elements 

in a narrative with a problem/solution plot.  It provides information that helps teachers ask 

guiding questions for depth of understanding. It helps teach GLOBAL meaning of text: whole 

story comprehension. In addition, the story elements can be used to develop a meaningful 

summary. The statements provided in the Thinking Guide serve as only ONE way to paraphrase 

the story elements for this selection. 

 

 

Problem/Solution Thinking Guide 

 

Title of the Selection      Jamaica’s Find by Juanita Havill 

Genre: Realistic Fiction 

ISBN-10: 0395453577 ISBN-13: 978-0395453575 

 

 

Summary  
 

Jamaica wanted to keep the stuffed dog she found at the park, but she knew it was wrong 

to keep it.  So, Jamaica thinks about it and decides to turn it in to the lost and found the 

next day.  Then she is happy to reunite the real owner with the stuffed dog.  

 

  

SOMEONE Jamaica 

Main Character 

WANTED to keep the stuffed dog she found at the park 

Goal 

BUT She knew it was wrong to keep the stuffed dog because 

it probably belonged to someone else. 
Problem 

SO Jamaica thinks about it and decides to turn it in to the 

lost and found the next day. 
Solution 

THEN Jamaica is happy because she is able to reunite the real 

owner with the stuffed dog.  
Outcome 
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Summary Activity: 

Write the beginning of the summary for Jamaica’s Find in the lines below. Use the Thinking 

Guide to determine the elements in a narrative with a problem/solution plot. 

 

 

Possible answer- 

While playing at the park, Jamaica finds a stuffed dog and wants to keep it for herself.   

 

  

like she returned the hat.  She goes to her bedroom 

 

 Jamaica knows she should return the stuffed dog  

 

Beginning  

Middle  

End 

 and after some thinking, decides to return the  stuffed 

  dog to the lost and found. She knows she made the right 

 decision when she finds the real owner, named Kristin.   

 She feels happiness when she sees Kristin give her toy  

 a big welcome-back hug.  

 

 Summary for Jamaica’s Find 
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Summarization Extension Activity 
 

After students use the elements of the plot to generate a basic summary, they can use it to 

develop a similar version without using the clue words: someone, wanted, but, so, then. Give 

students an opportunity to rewrite their summary without using the summary clue words.  

 
Story Summary 

Sample summary without using someone, wanted, but, so, then: 

 
 

Jamaica faces a moral struggle when she finds a stuffed dog at the park and doesn’t take it to the 

lost and found.  With the support of her mother and some serious thinking, she decides to return 

the stuffed animal only to find the real owner.  She is rewarded when she reunites the real owner 

with her stuffed toy and feels the happiness that comes from doing the right thing. 

 

 


