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The Expository Thinking Guide is used to develop other 
fun and interactive activities. Fisher Reyna Education  
offers the following activities: 
 
 Outline Scramble 

Matching Activity 
 Thinking Guide Cloze 1st Letter 
 Thinking Guide Cloze Blank 
 Thinking Guide Write Main Ideas 
 Vocabulary 

Title of the Selection: Renewed  Hope  for  “Extinct”  Species 
 

 
Click here to print the selection 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/testquestions/ 
 
Click here for more resources from Fisher Reyna Education 
www.fisherreyna.com 
 
An Expository Thinking Guide with selection summary is provided. The Expository 
Thinking Guide identifies the topic, central idea of the selection, and the main idea of each 
paragraph. In addition, the main ideas are clustered by color code to develop a meaningful 
summary.  
 

 Renewed  Hope  for  “Extinct”  Species Expository Thinking Guide  
 Color-Coded Expository Thinking Guide and Summary  
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Genre – Expository 
Thinking Guide and Activities 

 

 

 
 

  

STAAR Grade 6 Reading 
Released Test Selection 

2013 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/testquestions/
http://www.fisherreyna.com/
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Expository Thinking Guide 
Content-Based Topic 

               
 

Title of the Selection   Renewed  Hope  for  “Extinct”  Species 
Source: STAAR Grade 6 Release 2013 
Genre: Informational 
 

Topic of Selection Yellow-spotted bell frog 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 

Scientists thought that the yellow-spotted bell frog had become extinct 
until one day in October 2008. 

Main Idea of Each 
Paragraph 

1. Introduction to the yellow-spotted bell frog 

2. Scientists thought that the yellow-spotted bell frog had become 
extinct until one day in October 2008. 

3. Luke Pearce saw a type of frog he had never seen before. 

4. Pearce had previously attended a meeting where the audience had 
been asked to watch for the yellow-spotted bell frog. 

5. Pearce thought he saw a bell frog. 

6. Discovered a colony of about 100 of the rare frogs 

7. This gives hope that a lot of other species that are thought to be 
extinct  aren’t  actually  extinct. 

8. The yellow-spotted bell frog is still in danger of becoming extinct. 

9. Determining why the colony has survived is important to increasing 
the population. 

10. Measures have been taken to protect the yellow-spotted bell frog. 

 Scientists thought that the yellow-spotted bell frog had become extinct until one day in 
October 2008. Pearce found a colony of the bell frogs after hearing about them in a meeting that 
he had attended. This discovery has given hope about other species that are thought to be extinct. 
The yellow-spotted bell frog is still in danger of becoming extinct, so scientist are trying to 
increase the population by determining why they have survived in this location. They are also 
taking measures to protect them. 
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Color-Coded Thinking Guide and Summary 
Clustering and Summary 

 
Title of the Selection   Renewed  Hope  for  “Extinct”  Species 

 
Clustering is used to produce a meaningful summary. The statements provided in the 
Thinking Guide and summary paragraph serve as only ONE way to paraphrase the story 
elements for this selection 

 

Topic of Selection Yellow-spotted bell frog 

Central Idea 
(Main Idea of Selection) 

Scientists thought that the yellow-spotted bell frog had become 
extinct until one day in October 2008. 

Main Idea of Each 
Paragraph 

1. Introduction to the yellow-spotted bell frog 

2. Scientists thought that the yellow-spotted bell frog had 
become extinct until one day in October 2008. 

3. Luke Pearce saw a type of frog he had never seen before. 

4. Pearce had previously attended a meeting where the audience 
had been asked to watch for the yellow-spotted bell frog. 

5. Pearce thought he saw a bell frog. 

6. Discovered a colony of about 100 of the rare frogs 

7. This gives hope that a lot of other species that are thought to 
be extinct aren’t  actually  extinct. 

8. The yellow-spotted bell frog is still in danger of becoming 
extinct. 

9. Determining why the colony has survived is important to 
increasing the population. 

10. Measures have been taken to protect the yellow-spotted bell 
frog. 

 
Scientists thought that the yellow-spotted bell frog had become extinct until one day in 

October 2008. Pearce found a colony of the bell frogs after hearing about them in a meeting 
that he had attended. This discovery has given hope about other species that are thought to 
be extinct. The yellow-spotted bell frog is still in danger of becoming extinct, so scientist are 
trying to increase the population by determining why they have survived in this location. 
They are also taking measures to protect them.  
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Outline Scramble 

 
Title of the Selection   Renewed  Hope  for  “Extinct”  Species 
Source: STAAR Grade 6 Release April 2013 
Genre: Informational 

 
Directions 
Main ideas are arranged in alphabetical order. Article is read and students write the paragraph number by 
the correct main idea. This may be – 

1. teacher guided with individual student recording correct paragraph number.  
2. teacher guided with main ideas projected with teacher marking the correct response from the group. 
3. partners working together as they take turns reading and recording correct paragraph number. 

 

Paragraph 
Number 

Paragraph Main Ideas 

 Determining why the colony has survived is important to 
increasing the population. 

 Discovered a colony of about 100 of the rare frogs 

 Introduction to the yellow-spotted bell frog 

 Luke Pearce saw a type of frog he had never seen before. 

 Measures have been taken to protect the yellow-spotted bell frog. 

 Pearce had previously attended a meeting where the audience had 
been asked to watch for the yellow-spotted bell frog. 

 Pearce thought he saw a bell frog. 

 
 Scientists thought that the yellow-spotted bell frog had become 

extinct until one day in October 2008. 

 The yellow-spotted bell frog is still in danger of becoming extinct. 

 This gives hope that a lot of other species that are thought to be 
extinct  aren’t  actually  extinct. 
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Matching Activity 
 
Directions and Activity Variations  
Students may work individually or with a partner.  
 

1. Cut apart the main ideas and give one main idea to individual student or partners. Teacher 
reads the selection one paragraph at a time. Students identify when they have the 
matching main idea. 

2. Provide the selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students read the selection and match cut-
apart main ideas to paragraphs in the selection. 

3. Provide cut-apart selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students match cut-apart paragraphs 
to the cut-apart main ideas.  

 
 
 
 

Main Ideas 
 
 

 
 Introduction to the yellow-spotted bell frog 

Scientists thought that the yellow-spotted bell frog had become 
extinct until one day in October 2008. 

Luke Pearce saw a type of frog he had never seen before. 

Pearce had previously attended a meeting where the audience had 
been asked to watch for the yellow-spotted bell frog. 

Pearce thought he saw a bell frog. 

Discovered a colony of about 100 of the rare frogs 

This gives hope that a lot of other species that are thought to be 
extinct  aren’t  actually  extinct. 

The yellow-spotted bell frog is still in danger of becoming extinct. 

Determining why the colony has survived is important to increasing 
the population. 

Measures have been taken to protect the yellow-spotted bell frog. 
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Expository Thinking Guide 
Cloze – 1st Letter Activity 

 
Title of the Selection   Renewed  Hope  for  “Extinct”  Species 
 
Directions 
As selection is read, complete the words in the blanks with the first letter given. 
 

 

Topic of Selection Yellow-spotted b__________ f____________ 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
Scientists thought that the yellow-spotted bell frog had become 
e______________ until one day in October 2008. 

Main Idea of Each 
Paragraph 

1. Introduction to the y______________-s_______________ bell frog 

2. Scientists thought that the yellow-spotted bell frog had become extinct 
until one day in October 2008. 

3. L______________ P______________ saw a type of frog he had never seen 
before. 

4. Pearce had previously attended a m__________________ where the 
audience had been asked to w______________ for the yellow-spotted bell 
frog. 

5. Pearce thought he s_____________ a bell frog. 

6. Discovered a c_____________ of about 100 of the r______________ frogs 

7. This gives h______________ that a lot of other s________________ that 
are  thought  to  be  extinct  aren’t  actually  extinct. 

8. The yellow-spotted bell frog is still in d_______________ of becoming 
extinct. 

9. Determining why the colony has s____________________ is important to 
increasing the population. 

10. Measures have been taken to p____________ the yellow-spotted bell frog. 
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Expository Thinking Guide 
Cloze – Blank Activity 

 
 
Title of the Selection   Renewed  Hope  for  “Extinct”  Species 
Genre: Nonfiction – Informational Article 
 
Directions 
As selection is read, fill in the blanks. 
 

 

Topic of Selection Yellow-spotted __________  ____________ 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
Scientists thought that the yellow-spotted bell frog had become  
______________ until one day in October 2008. 

Main Idea of Each 
Paragraph 

1. Introduction to the ______________ - _______________ bell frog 

2. Scientists thought that the yellow-spotted bell frog had become extinct 
until one day in October 2008. 

3. ______________ ______________ saw a type of frog he had never seen 
before. 

4. Pearce had previously attended a __________________ where the 
audience had been asked to ______________ for the yellow-spotted bell 
frog. 

5. Pearce thought he _____________ a bell frog. 

6. Discovered a _____________ of about 100 of the ______________ frogs 

7. This gives ______________ that a lot of other ________________ that are 
thought  to  be  extinct  aren’t  actually extinct. 

8. The yellow-spotted bell frog is still in _______________ of becoming 
extinct. 

9. Determining why the colony has ____________________ is important to 
increasing the population. 

10. Measures have been taken to ____________ the yellow-spotted bell frog. 
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Expository Thinking Guide 
Write Main Ideas 

 
Title of the Selection   Renewed  Hope  for  “Extinct”  Species 
 
Directions 
Students take notes that include topic, central idea of the selection, and main idea of each 
paragraph. Paragraphs with implied main ideas increase the level of difficulty with this activity. 

 
 

Topic of Selection  

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 

 

Main Idea of Each 
Paragraph 

1.   
 

2.   
 

3.   
 

4.   
 

5.   
 

6.   
 

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  
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Renewed  Hope  for  “Extinct”  Species 
Vocabulary – Using Context Clues 

 
Directions: Display the following vocabulary list. Ask the students to define the words they recognize. 

Then read Renewed  Hope  for  “Extinct”  Species as the students listen for these words. After hearing 

one of the listed words in context, ask students to give its definition. The words are listed in the order 

in which they appear in the article. 

Note: This vocabulary activity should be used after students have read the article.  

 

1. highlands 

2. resembled 

3. distinctive 

4. webbed 

5. chytrid 

6. preyed 

7. reed 

8. breeding  

9. thrived 

10. theory 

11. delay 

12. intrusion 

13. refuge 


