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The Expository Thinking Guide is used to develop other 
fun and interactive activities. Fisher Reyna Education  
offers the following activities and test items: 
 

 Matching Pre-Reading Activity  
 Matching Activity Part 1  
 Matching Activity Part 2  
 Outline Scramble Activity 
 Thinking Guide Cloze 1st Letter Activity  
 Thinking Guide Cloze Blank Activity  
 Thinking Guide Write Main Ideas Activity  
 Vocabulary Activity 
 

The Expository Thinking Guide is provided. The Expository Thinking Guide identifies the 
topic, central idea of the selection, and the main idea of each paragraph. In addition, the 
main ideas are clustered by color code to develop a meaningful summary.  

  
 Vaqueros: The Original Cowboys Expository Thinking Guide  
 Color-Coded Expository Thinking Guide and Summary  

© Fisher Reyna Education 2012 Solutions for Success Reading 

Thinking Guide 
Analysis and Activities 

TEA – STAAR  
Released Test Selection 

3
rd

 Grade 
Genre – Expository 

Vaqueros: The Original Cowboys 
Click here to get the released STAAR selection: 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/ 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Content-Based Topic 

 

Title of the Selection          Vaqueros: The Original Cowboys        

Source: STAAR Grade 3 Reading Selection 2 

Genre: Informational - Expository 

 

 

Topic of Selection 

Vaqueros 

Central Idea 
(Main Idea of Selection) 

They worked well with their horses and could perform amazing stunts. 

 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to vaqueros 

Caring for Cattle 

2. Spanish ranchers owned hug herds of cattle. 

3. Caring for the cattle was a big job. 

4. In the spring, calves were born 

Which Cow Belongs Where? 

 

5. Vaquero’s job was to bring all the cattle to a large fenced area. 

6. Cattle were sorted and counted. 

Getting the Job Done 

7. Special tools and clothing 

8. Lariat 

9. Well-trained horse 

Training the Cowboys of Texas 

 10. Training the cowboys of Texas 
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Expository Thinking Guide 
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Color-Coded Summary 

Clustering used to produce a meaningful summary 

 

 

The main ideas are clustered by color code to develop a meaningful summary. 

The statements provided in the Thinking Guide and summary paragraph serve as only ONE 

way to paraphrase the expository elements for this selection. 

 
The Spanish cowboys, vaqueros, worked well and could perform amazing stunts. Many ranchers 

hired vaqueros to keep their cattle safe. The cowboys needed special tools and clothing to help with 

their work. As new settlers moved into Texas, the vaqueros taught them how to care for cattle. 
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Matching Pre-Reading Activity  

 

Directions and Activity Variations    

Students may work individually or with a partner. Teacher shows the titles, subtitles and photos 

with captions as a pre-reading activity to the Matching Activity. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caring for Cattle 
 
Which Cow Belongs Where? 
 
Getting the Job Done  
 
Training the Cowboys of Texas 
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Matching Activity Part 1 

 

Directions and Activity Variations  

Students may work individually or with a partner.  

1. Cut apart the main ideas and give one main idea to individual student or partners. Teacher 

reads the selection one paragraph at a time. Students identify when they have the 

matching main idea. 

2. Provide the selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students read the selection and match cut-

apart main ideas to paragraphs in the selection. 

3. Provide cut-apart selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students match cut-apart paragraphs 

to the cut-apart main ideas.  
 

Introduction to vaqueros 

Caring for Cattle 

Spanish ranchers owned hug herds of cattle. 

Caring for the cattle was a big job. 

In the spring, calves were born 

Which Cow Belongs Where? 

 

Vaquero’s job was to bring all the cattle to a large fenced area. 

Cattle were sorted and counted. 

Getting the Job Done 

Special tools and clothing 

Lariat 

Well-trained horse 

Training the Cowboys of Texas 

Training the cowboys of Texas 
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Matching Activity Part 2 
  

Long before there were cowboys in Texas, there were vaqueros. A vaquero could tame a 

wild horse. He could stop a steer without using a rope. Vaqueros worked well with their 
horses and could perform amazing stunts. 

At one time, Spanish ranchers in parts of Mexico, Texas, and California owned huge 

herds of cattle. The cattle lived on large areas of land. And all those cows needed a lot of 
food. The animals were allowed to roam freely across the land so they could find enough 

food to eat. 

Next the cattle were sorted and counted. Vaqueros checked the brand, or special mark, 
on a cow’s body to tell which rancher owned it. Each calf would receive the same brand 

as its mother. 

Spring was a busy time for vaqueros because that was when the calves were born. Each 
rancher sent a team of vaqueros to search for the new babies and their mothers. The 

vaqueros would bring the entire herd back to the ranch to be counted and sorted. Each 
team was responsible for searching a specific area. Together they would search hundreds 

of miles to find stray cattle. Sometimes the cattle were hard to locate among the rocky 
hills and in the small valleys. 

 Once the cows and calves were found, it was the vaquero’s job to bring all the cattle to 
a large fenced area so they could be counted. Getting cattle to move in one direction was 

not an easy job. Using their horses, the vaqueros worked together to surround the 
cattle. Then they herded the animals into the fenced area. 

Caring for the cattle was a big job. Ranchers hired vaqueros to keep the cattle safe. 

Vaqueros spent long days in their saddles, riding their horses across the open land. They 
scared away any animals that might harm the cattle. And if a cow was injured or sick, it 

was the vaquero’s job to help it. 
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Matching Activity Part 2 (cont.) 
  

Special tools and clothing helped vaqueros with their work. They wore sombreros to 

protect them from the sun, wind, and rain. Vaqueros tied a sarape to their saddles. They 

could use it to protect themselves in cold or wet weather and at night while they slept. 
The sarape also helped them herd the cattle. Vaqueros would swing their sarape over 

their head to get the cattle to move. Something vaqueros didn’t wear while doing their 
job was a pair of boots. They usually worked barefoot or in sandals. 

A lariat was another important tool for vaqueros. It was used to catch cattle or animals 

that could harm the cattle, such as coyotes. If a vaquero roped a coyote, everyone knew 
he was good at his job. 

Every good vaquero needed a well-trained horse that could make quick, sharp turns. 

The horses were also trained to step in front of a cow that was trying to escape from the 
herd. And they could stop suddenly if the vaquero pulled back on the reins. 

Spanish ranchers didn’t stay in Texas. When they moved to other areas, their cattle and 

the vaqueros often remained. The new settlers who moved into Texas didn’t know what 
to do with the cattle. But the vaqueros did. The vaqueros worked with the new settlers 

and taught them how to care for cattle. Soon some of these settlers were able to do the 
same work as the vaqueros, but they became known by a different name—Texas 

cowboys. 



www.FisherReyna.com 
©Fisher Reyna Education 2012 

 

Outline Scramble Activity 

 

Title of the Selection  Vaqueros: The Original Cowboys        

Source: STAAR Grade 3 Reading Selection 2 

Genre: Informational - Expository 
 

Directions 

Main ideas are arranged in alphabetical order. Article is read and students write the paragraph number by 

the correct main idea. This may be – 

1. teacher guided with individual student recording correct paragraph number.  

2. teacher guided with main ideas projected with teacher marking the correct response from the group. 

3. partners working together as they take turns reading and recording correct paragraph number. 

 

Paragraph 
Number 

Paragraph Main Ideas 

 Caring for the cattle was a big job. 

 Cattle were sorted and counted. 

 In the spring, calves were born 

 Introduction to vaqueros 

 Lariat 

 
 

Spanish ranchers owned hug herds of cattle. 

 Special tools and clothing 

 Training the cowboys of Texas 

 Vaquero’s job was to bring all the cattle to a large fenced area. 

 Well-trained horse 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Cloze – 1
st
 Letter Activity 

 

Title of the Selection  Vaqueros: The Original Cowboys        

 

Directions 

As selection is read, complete the words in the blanks with the first letter given. 
 

 

Topic of Selection 

Vaqueros 

Central Idea 
(Main Idea of Selection) 

They worked well with their h______________ and could perform 

amazing s_______________. 

 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to v______________________ 

Caring for Cattle 

2. Spanish r_____________ owned hug herds of c______________. 

3. Caring for the cattle was a b_______  j_______. 

4. In the spring, c____________ were born 

Which Cow Belongs Where? 

 

5. Vaquero’s job was to bring all the cattle to a large f__________ 

a__________. 

6. Cattle were s____________ and c_____________. 

Getting the Job Done 

7. Special t__________ and c________________ 

8. L_______________ 

9. W_______-t_________ horse 

Training the Cowboys of Texas 

 10. Training the c_____________ of T__________ 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Cloze – Blank Activity 

 

Title of the Selection  Vaqueros: The Original Cowboys        

 

Directions 

As selection is read, fill in the blanks. 
 

 

Topic of Selection 

Vaqueros 

Central Idea 
(Main Idea of Selection) 

They worked well with their ______________ and could perform 

amazing s_______________. 

 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to ______________________ 

Caring for Cattle 

2. Spanish _____________ owned hug herds of ______________. 

3. Caring for the cattle was a _______  _______. 

4. In the spring, ____________ were born 

Which Cow Belongs Where? 

 

5. Vaquero’s job was to bring all the cattle to a large __________ 

__________. 

6. Cattle were ____________ and _____________. 

Getting the Job Done 

7. Special __________ and ________________ 

8. _______________ 

9. _______-_________ horse 

Training the Cowboys of Texas 

 10. Training the _____________ of __________ 
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Write Main Ideas Activity 

 

Title of the Selection  Vaqueros: The Original Cowboys        

 

Directions 

Students take notes that include topic, central idea of the selection, and main idea of each 

paragraph. Paragraphs with implied main ideas increase the level of difficulty with this activity. 

 

 

Topic of Selection 
 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
 

 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1.  

Caring for Cattle 

2.  

3.  

4.  

Which Cow Belongs Where? 

 

5.  

6.  

Getting the Job Done 

7.  

 8.  

 9.  

 Getting the Job Done 

 10.  
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Vaqueros: The Original Cowboys 

Vocabulary – Using Context Clues 

 
Directions: Display the following vocabulary list. Ask the students to define the words they 

recognize. Then read Vaqueros: The Original Cowboys as the students listen for these words. After 

hearing one of the listed words in context, ask students to give its definition. The words are listed in 

the order in which they appear in the article. 

Note: This vocabulary activity should be used after students have read the article.  

 

1. tame  

2. roam 

3. saddles 

4. calves 

5. stray 

6. brand 

7. reins 

8. roped 

 
 


