Veterans Benefits
Information
Who is eligible?

To be eligible you must be a veteran discharged or separated
from active duty under conditions other than dishonorable,
and have completed the required period of service. U.S. Armed
Forces members who die on active duty are also eligible, as are
spouses and dependent children of eligible living and deceased
veterans, and of current and deceased armed forces members.

Reimbursement of Burial Expenses
VA will pay a burial allowance up to $2,000 if the veteran's death
is service connected. VA also will pay the cost of transporting the
remains of a service-disabled veteran to the national cemetery
nearest the home of a deceased that has available gravesites.
In such cases, the person who bore the veteran's burial expenses
may claim reimbursement from VA. VA will pay a $300 burial and
funeral expense allowance for veterans who, at time of death,
were entitled to receive pension or compensation or would
have been entitled to compensation but for receipt of military
retirement pay. Eligibility also is established when death occurs in a
VA facility or a nursing home with which VA contracted. Additional
costs of transportation of the remains may be reimbursed. There is
no time limit for filing reimbursement claims of service-connected
deaths. In other deaths, claims must be filed within two years after
permanent burial or cremation.

Presidential Memorial Certificates
The Presidential Memorial Certificate is a parchment
certificate with a calligraphic inscription expressing the
nation's recognition of the veteran's service. The veteran's
name is inscribed and the certificate bears the signature of
the President. Certificates are issued in the name of honorably
discharged, deceased veterans. Eligible recipients include
next of kin, other relatives and friends.
The award of a certificate to one eligible recipient does not
preclude certificates to other eligible recipients. The veteran
may have died at any time in the past. The local VA regional office
generally originates the application for a Presidential Memorial
Certificate. The next of kin also may request a certificate. Requests
should be accompanied by a copy of a document such as a
discharge to establish honorable service. VA regional offices can
assist in applying for certificates.

FREE Space for Veterans

St. Charles Memorial Gardens offers a FREE space for
veterans and more. Contact us today for more information.

VA will pay a $300 plot allowance when the veteran is not
buried in a cemetery that is under U.S. Government jurisdiction if
the veteran is discharged from active duty because of disability
incurred or aggravated in line of duty, if the veteran was in receipt
of compensation or pension or would have been in receipt of
compensation but for receipt of military retired pay, or if the
veteran died while hospitalized by VA. The plot allowance is not
payable solely on wartime service.
If the veteran is buried without charge for the cost of a plot or
interment in a state-owned cemetery reserved solely for veteran
burials, the $300 plot allowance may be paid to the state. Burial
expenses paid by the deceased's employer or a state agency
will not be reimbursed.

Burial Flags
VA provides an American flag to drape the casket of a veteran and
to a person entitled to retired military pay. After the funeral service,
the flag may be given to the next of kin or a close associate. VA also
will issue a flag on behalf of a service member who was missing in
action and later presumed dead. Flags are issued at VA regional
offices, national cemeteries, and post offices.
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