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A LETTER FROM  
PASTOR BERTSCHE
I am writing this just a few hours after approximately 40,000 
runners raced by our church as part of the Chicago Marathon. 
Some of them are still running! We rightly admire the courage, 
discipline, and endurance it takes to run—or even run and 
walk—26.2 miles. The hours and hours of training, the pain 
and the injuries, the fear of failure, and many other things 
conspire against those who dare to enter this race. And yet so 
many do. Why? While there are a lot of personal reasons people 
decide to run a marathon, I believe the core reason—though 
unrealized by many—is related to being made in the image 
of God. The qualities it takes to run a marathon reflect how 
we have been created like God: strength, courage, discipline, 
freedom, and joy (because yes, there are people who love to 
run).  

All of this reminds me how desperately people need the gospel. 
People were created to have a relationship with the Lord. 
That’s why we are here. But if you watch thousands of people 
run past the church, you can’t help but wonder how many of 
them will be in heaven … and how many won’t. It’s a fearful 
thought; but then we’re reminded that we serve a God who 
“seeks to save the lost” (Luke 19:10) and is actively working 
through His people to do just that.

That truth inspires me and makes me grateful for all that 
the Lord has done through our church family this past year. 
We again welcomed many new members—including one of 
the largest classes in recent memory. We saw over 30 people 
publicly testify to their faith in Christ at the Lake Michigan 
baptism, and served over 1,000 kids through Summer Blast and 
our Summer Camps. Praise the Lord! 

In our current preaching series, Be the Church, we are focusing 
on fulfilling the mission God has given us in this city and 
beyond. And when I think of what the Lord is doing here, I 
can’t help but be encouraged and grateful to all of you who 
serve so faithfully: the parkers, greeters, ushers, tech team, 
teachers, coordinators, hospitality teams, security team, 
medical volunteers, and so many more. Thank you! Your 
“service with a smile” represents Jesus well and blesses more 
people than you realize.

But as you know, we can’t stop! The needs around us are great. 
This year the Lord has increased our burden for reaching our 
city with the gospel. We brought Pastor Kirk Baker on staff to 
lead our Young Professionals Ministry and are excited about 
this ministry’s future. TLC on the CLC refreshed our facilities 
but also expanded our ministry space to better serve children, 
youth, and those with disabilities. And we will continue to 
work as a congregation toward being committed and well-
equipped to share the gospel with those who are far from the 
Lord.  

You can read more about what we have planned in the Casting 
a Vision for the Future section of this Annual Report. As we 
have seen from our study in Acts, we have the Holy Spirit’s 
power to fulfill all that God has given us to do. Doing so side 
by side with you is one of the great joys of my life.

For His glory,

Bill Bertsche
Executive Pastor 



A LETTER FROM
OUR ELDERS
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18–20) 

The purpose of the church remains the same 2,000 years 
later: we utilize the resources God has entrusted to us to make 
disciples for Christ. The Moody Church has always been a 
place of learning and going deeper into God’s Word. Our 
various Equipping and Precept classes, Small Groups, and 
Communities have helped The Moody Church mirror the 
model of the early church as a place for teaching, fellowship, 
and prayer. 

As we look back over the year, we are thankful for the many 
volunteers who actively participate to help meet this purpose. 
Our Small Groups, Communities, and even our weekly 
corporate worship services would not be possible without our 
hundreds of faithful helpers. The many who volunteer in our 
various children’s and student ministries—in everything from 
Sunday School and AWANA to Summer Camps and Summer 
Blast—all make it possible for us to develop disciples of all ages. 

We are thankful for Pastor Bill’s leadership helping us focus on 
our Warmth and Witness! Each Sunday as you make your way 
to the church, be praying about how you can show warmth 
to those you encounter. Maybe it is a smile, greeting someone 
you haven’t met before, or helping someone find their way 
to a classroom. We would like others to see the friendly and 
welcoming environment of the church as an extension of our 
witness. 

We have been able to serve our community through ministries 
such as By The Hand Club For Kids and Caris, and through 
our partnership with Manierre Elementary School. The first 
step in serving our community is to be praying for our unsaved 
friends and neighbors. Take the opportunity to invite them to 
Sunday morning services, your Bible study, or special services 
like our Christmas Concert. May each of us take to heart our 
personal responsibility to find opportunities to share the Good 
News of the gospel. 

As we start this new ministry year, be encouraged by…

• God’s faithfulness during our time of transition

• The steadfastness of our congregation

• Faithful giving through the last year

• Our current study through the book of Acts,   
Be the Church

Let us all hold the staff up in prayer as we look to continue our 
purpose of making and teaching disciples over the next year!

 

THE MOODY CHURCH ELDERS
Joseph Carré, Tony Durns, Steve Giere, Berv Peterson,  
Reg Rawden, Tom Sawyer, Ger Schultz, Greg Thornton,  
and Phil Zahn

ASSOCIATE ELDERS
Bill Bertsche, Michael Pitts

LIFE ELDER
Don Dix, Julius Wilson
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You may not have The Moody Church Vision Statement 
memorized, but I hope that when you read it you are inspired 
to make it a reality. Our vision is to be known in Chicago as a 
caring, culturally diverse community that seeks to transform 
lives through a clear witness for Christ, quality ministries, and 
the lifestyle of each believer. What excites me about this vision 
is that all of us can make it a reality no matter our role in the 
church. Being a culturally-diverse church family is something 
God has accomplished, and we are to celebrate and steward 
this gift for the strength of our church. If we are to be known 
in Chicago as a caring community, it will be because we are 
fulfilling Jesus’ words: “By this all people will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35). 
We began talking a couple of years ago about Warmth & 
Witness, and this is the Warmth side of that: making the love 
of Jesus felt through us. Thank you for your role in that! 

Our vision also addresses Witness and our desire to see lives 
transformed for God’s glory. This happens when we present 
a “clear witness for Christ,” put on quality ministries, and 
then live lives of authenticity and faithfulness. Our Heavenly 
Father, who is “not wishing that any should perish” (2 Peter 
3:9), uses all those things to bring lost people to Himself. 
And praise God, that is what we have seen this past year! 
We saw this passionate witness exhibited through so many 
who used the Map & List to faithfully pray for your unsaved 
neighbors and invite them to church; through our Global 
Outreach Conference, encouraging us to show radical grace 
in an graceless world; in our Redemption Project at Manierre 
Elementary where we cleaned, painted, organized, and donated 
materials, all in Jesus’ name; through your generosity, enabling 
the TLC on the CLC renovations to put on a more welcoming 
face to our neighbors; and in our Be the Church preaching 
series, challenging us to live for God’s glory all 167 hours of the 
week outside of our worship service. 

But the Lord calls us to keep seeking and serving here until 
Jesus returns! I hope your heart is crying out to do even more 
in the next year, as we grow in our love for the Lord and let 
that love flow to those who are far from Jesus. As we survey the 

neighborhoods around our church, we see a number of unique 
opportunities for expanding the Kingdom this year. You can 
read how several of our ministries accomplished that last year 
on the following pages. 

That same outreach focus continues well beyond 2018. For 
example, in January we will join hundreds of other evangelical 
churches in Chicago in a seven-week preaching series called 
Explore God. This series will equip and inspire us to answer the 
questions non-believers ask most frequently about our faith. 

In reality, all our ministries are unified and working together 
with a common purpose: sharing the love of Jesus. Because of 
who God is, and what He is accomplishing in the world, we are 
dreaming big, praying big, and expecting God to show up in a 
big way this year! Our responsibility is to yield to the leading of 
the Holy Spirit as He moves us towards greater and more joyful 
submission to God. 

Let me close with this: all of us are commanded by Jesus to 
join the mission of the church. What will your role be in that 
mission this year? Who will you be inviting to a worship service 
or special event? Where will you begin serving? Will you make 
sacrifices that allow you to increase your financial support of 
God’s work at The Moody Church? If we are going to fulfill 
our vision, it will take all of us yielding to the Holy Spirit’s 
leading in our lives so we are faithful to His calling.

For His glory,

Bill Bertsche
Executive Pastor

CASTING A VISION 
FOR THE FUTURE



YOUNG PROFESSIONALS MINISTRY: The Moody 
Church is situated in a neighborhood filled with young 
adults. In fact, the median ages of Lincoln Park and Old 
Town are 30 and 34 years old, respectively. To respond 
to the needs of our neighborhood, we hired Pastor Kirk 
Baker in July to lead the young professionals ministry and 
shepherd the Veritas community (ages 26–35). Kirk’s focus 
has been to equip and mobilize their Community to care 
for each other, serve the larger church body, and share the 
gospel here throughout Chicago. Veritas is doing that by 
serving alongside the Fellowship Committee and Children’s 
Ministry, joining STAMP trips, and partnering with other 
churches and International Students to reach the city.

Pastor Larry McCarthy’s local outreach ministry was enhanced 
by two big milestones in the past year. First, The Moody Church 
is now an official member of The Old Town Merchants and 
Residents Association (OTMRA) and is actively involved in 
our community, with the leadership board of the association 
meeting here at the church. For many of the OTRMA board 
members, even though they live in the neighborhood, this is the 
first time they have ever been inside the church building. This 
year we will also host a local Old Town residents’ meeting. 

Second, GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who 
walk alongside each other as they experience life’s most difficult 
moments. The most interesting fact? The majority of those who 
attend GriefShare are not members and have never been to The 
Moody Church before.  

4
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CASTING A VISION 
FOR THE FUTURE

Even as our culture darkens and divides, the Family Ministry 
is encouraged that our hallways are filled with more and more 
kids and parents committed to becoming godly families. 
What did that look like this past year “by the numbers?” 
Our Mom2Mom ministry averaged 20 moms with small 
children each week. Mom2Mom is led by experienced mothers 
committed to helping their younger sisters understand the 
spiritual significance of their call to marriage and parenting and 
how to live it out well. Between September 2017 and August 
2018, we dedicated 28 beautiful babies in our Sunday morning 
service. Over 45 parents attended our Wednesday evening 
parenting class as we worked through a series titled Parenting 
in a Sexualized World and later explored the book The Most 
Important Place in the World by Robert Wolgemuth.

The Hispanic Community had an incredible year of growth, 
maturity, and expansion. A few years ago, The Moody Church 
identified the need for our existing Hispanic Ministry to be 
more integrated into our church. When Pastor Josue Reyes 
began offering Spanish-language services following the main 
Sunday service, the result was overwhelmingly positive. Every 
year, more and more first-generation Spanish speakers are 

coming to our church to worship and grow. Looking ahead, 
the ministry is now strategizing how to reach the second 
generation of Spanish speakers in our community. 

Mom 2 Mom Thursday morning group

2018 Spanish Ministry Retreat
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MINISTRY 
HIGHLIGHTS
SEPTEMBER–DECEMBER
CHICAGO MARATHON: You run, we cheer! Each year our 
volunteers gather early in the morning to encourage the 40,000 
athletes who pass the LaSalle Street side of the church. The 
cheering section is a practical way for us to display warmth 
and compassion to the world. Each year we receive notes from 
the participants affirming their appreciation for our efforts 
to welcome them to come and see why we are so enthusiastic 
about life.

OPEN HOUSE CHICAGO: In 2013, we opened our doors 
to the Chicago architectural tour for the first time. Last 
year nearly 900 people visited the church over a two-day 
period. Many of the visitors were from the 60614 and 60610 
neighborhoods. Attenders received a tour of the Sanctuary 
and were treated to musical selections by Scott Griffin on the 
pipe organ. Moody Church volunteers answered questions and 
extended invitations for our guests to come back to attend a 
morning worship service.

TMC KIDS FALL FESTIVAL: This annual event for kids is a 
significant outreach event to our community as families enjoy 
games, candy, and costumes—and most importantly, hear 
about Jesus. We hosted almost 700 people last fall and are 
extremely grateful for the volunteers who helped make Fall 
Festival a success! 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT: More than 70 families and eight group 
homes affected by disabilities were ministered to through our 
Family Fun Nights. Over 40% of attendees are not from The 
Moody Church, and many families are Buddhist, Muslim, 
Roman Catholic, or atheist. The gospel is presented at every 
Family Fun Night.  

ANGEL TREE/HELP-PORTRAIT: Last December, our 
congregation purchased over 400 gifts benefiting roughly 150 
children, who received the gifts in the name of a parent who 
is incarcerated. Approximately 250 people, both children and 
adults, were treated to a meal, face painting, balloon designs, an 
illusionist, and a puppet show depicting the Christmas story. 
Over 100 volunteers served and connected with the families 
attending. Help-Portrait provided professional hair styling, 
makeup, and photo portraits for families in attendance. 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT/CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: 
Pastor Stetzer challenged the congregation to map our 
neighborhoods, pray for those on our lists, and invite people 
to the Christmas outreach events. Once again, the outreach 
potential of the Christmas Concert and Christmas Eve service 
was powerfully demonstrated with strong attendance and 
many new faces.

JANUARY–MARCH
FREEDOM SISTERS AT COOK COUNTY JAIL:  
God opened a miraculous door of jail ministry to us this year. 
Linda Ahrens was burdened for the officers and employees 
who have such difficult jobs. She asked for permission to hold a 
Bible study for them, and that conversation led to an invitation 
for her to become the first volunteer Chaplain to the staff at 
the jail in January 2018. Linda goes to the jail three days a 
week for 10 to 12 hours, and ministers to as many of the 4,000 
employees as she possibly can.

PRAY CHICAGO: Thousands joined us at The Moody 
Church to cry out to God for revival in our neighborhoods, 
our communities, and our city. This built momentum for 
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gospel movement across the city in the spring and summer.  
We plan to do it again in 2019!  

SMALL GROUPS: This year our small groups studied The 
Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn, which challenged us to 
find life-giving joy in generosity and faithful stewardship. 

ARCTIC BLAST: This overnight event for our third- through 
fifth-graders is hosted by Camp Timber-Lee. Our children 
took advantage of many outdoor activities and participated in 
upbeat worship and Bible study. It’s a wonderful opportunity 
for our volunteer team to build relationships with these 
children for an extended period of time.

DEEPER WALK CONFERENCE: Featured speakers Karl Payne 
and Marcus Warner taught attendees how to put on the full 
armor of God in order to achieve victory over spiritual warfare 
and demonization. 

APRIL–JUNE

HOLY WEEK: At our Good Friday and Easter Sunday services, 
hundreds of people were invited to the church to hear the 

message of Jesus. On Easter Sunday Pastor Bertsche reminded 
us that although the gospel is foolish to some, the resurrection 
of Jesus satisfies the deepest longings of both the heart and the 
mind, because hope changes everything. 

GLOBAL OUTREACH CONFERENCE: This year’s Global 
Outreach Conference theme, Reckless Grace, was based on 
Titus 2:11: “For the grace of God has appeared bringing 
salvation for all people.” Our keynote speakers, Dr. Ed Stetzer 
and Dr. Jerry Root, reminded us that we ALL have the 
responsibility to share the gospel, and it is much easier to do 
so than we tend to think. Moody Church missionaries from 
all over the world joined us to share their stories, encourage us, 
and be refreshed.   

REDEMPTION PROJECT: For the last few years, we have 
partnered with Manierre Elementary, an under-resourced 
school in Old Town, to minister to the children and their 
families. This year’s Redemption Project raised thousands of 
dollars to help renovate, revitalize, and resource the school. 
Many volunteers worked tirelessly to paint, organize, and 
refurbish classrooms and hallways.    

JULY–AUGUST
INDEPENDENCE DAY CONCERT: The concert celebrated 
the freedoms of this great land and honored the men and 
women who fought to protect them. The music and message 
emphasized that unity, forgiveness, and hope are made 
possible for our often-divided nation because of God’s grace 
and the freedom we have through Jesus. A generous offering 
was received for Freedom Sisters and their ministry to Cook 
County Jail employees.  

MINISTRY 
HIGHLIGHTS



SUMMER BLAST: We saw nearly 500 children attend this boisterous annual 
week-long event. Many children heard about the love of Christ for the first time, 
and their families were also welcomed to The Moody Church for the first time. 
Children walked away knowing that Jesus rescues them. 

SUMMER CAMPS: This year we had four summer camps. Our Kids Jam Camp 
was June 4–8, Soccer Camp was July 9–13, we took students to Lake Ann Camp 
July 15–21, and our Basketball Camp took place July 23–27. Many new students 
joined us this year!

CELEBRATION SUNDAY: At our annual church picnic and Moody Fest, many 
from our congregation gathered to celebrate the goodness of God this past year. 
The highlight of the day was our annual Lake Michigan baptism where over 30 
people committed their lives to Christ through public immersion. 

8

Church Picnic / Moody Fest

Soccer Camp

Lake Michigan Baptism 

Summer Blast
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155
Countries Streaming 
Our Service

3,235
Easter Sunday

609
Summer Camps

425
Summer Blast VBS 

700
Fall Festival

5,653
Christmas Concert & Christmas Eve

1,282
Guests in Visitors Center

MOODY BY THE 
NUMBERS

AVERAGE
ATTENDANCE

SPECIAL 
ATTENDANCE

48
Wednesday Night 
Prayer Meeting

720
Weekly Service 
Streaming

1,662
Sunday Morning

148
Sunday Night

2,233
Members

65
New Members

83
Associate Members

28
Babies Dedicated

32
People Baptized

MEMBERSHIP

Sunday Night Service
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2,784 
Giving Households

$6,235,465 
Total Giving

$31,653
Redemption Project for  
George Manierre Elementary

$30,363
Christmas Festival Offering 
for By The Hand

275
Participants

17
Classes

3
Trips

16
Communities

43
Groups

291
Participants

37
Participants

750
Participants

GENERAL FUND SPECIAL OFFERINGS

SMALL 
GROUPS

EQUIPPING S.T.A.M.P.COMMUNITIES
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A YEAR IN REVIEW
By the grace of God, Moody Church Media is growing both 
domestically and internationally! We have recently partnered 
with new radio networks to add Running to Win on over 
70 new stations. We also continue to receive encouraging 
feedback from the growing audience of people who listen to 
Running to Win in Spanish on over 100 stations in Central 
and South America. Digitally, our presence has expanded 
via email, YouTube, and our website, moodymedia.org. We 
published 52 new blog posts and articles addressing personal 
challenges, such as “Why Did God Make Me Disabled, 
Different, and Despondent?” It is such a blessing to hear from 
our listeners how these programs and resources have impacted 
their lives.

My six-year-old grandson came up to me and said, “You 
know what, Grandma? Nothing else matters except God’s 
glory.” When I asked him where he heard that, he said 
“The radio.” You see, he sleeps with his little radio on, and 
Running To Win airs at 1 am. He woke up in the night 
hearing your voice speaking the words, “Nothing else matters 
but God’s glory!” – M.I.

“My wife and I are not currently able to attend church due
to my wife’s illness but we listen to your broadcast every
Sunday morning. Thank you for being light in the darkness.” 
– Michael 

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE
After several months of prayer, we’re excited to announce 
that we are planning to broadcast Running to Win in Arabic! 
These new stations have the potential to reach millions in the 
Middle East—to proclaim Christ’s comfort, peace, and hope 
to Muslim nations throughout the Arab world. In the next 
year, I plan to speak both domestically and internationally in 
places like the Dominican Republic, Switzerland, and Israel to 
encourage and strengthen believers. We are dedicated to our 
mission of bringing glory to God through the transformation 
of lives!

We exist to bring glory to God through the transformation of lives.  |  moodymedia.org 

21,000 
21,000+ life transforming resources distributed

2,500,000
2,500,000+ sermons & radio programs 

streamed or downloaded online

The Garden of Gethsemane—Pastor Lutzer’s favorite place in Israel.

17 
Running to Win aired across 17 countries, 

in 3 languages, on over 1,100+ outlets
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OVERVIEW
At By The Hand Club For Kids we 
are thankful that God is faithful to 
fulfill His purpose in the lives of our 
children and in our overall ministry. 
By The Hand’s vision is to help 
children who live in high-risk, inner-
city neighborhoods have abundant 
and eternal life. We now serve over 
1,500 kids in four of Chicago’s most 
under-resourced neighborhoods—
Cabrini-Green, Altgeld-Murray, 
Austin, and Englewood—literally and 
figuratively taking them by the hand 
from kindergarten through college. 
We provide a safe place to learn during 
the after-school hours, as well as safe 
passage to and from the club on school 
buses. And we love them as our own—
mind, body and soul. Last year alone, 
we served 101,489 meals and provided 
1,067 kids with vision care, 1,141 with 
dental care, and 110 with professional 
counseling.

We also emphasize literacy. Children 
who can’t read at grade level by the time 
they’re in third grade are four times 
more likely to drop out of high school, 
and eight times more likely if they are 
from poor, inner-city neighborhoods 
like the ones By The Hand serves. 
Through our technology-based literacy 
intervention program we help students 
catch up to grade level in reading, 
building an academic foundation that 
will empower them for future learning.

ONE STORY
Kamarious, a sixth-grader at our Altgeld-Murray club, has attended By The Hand on 
and off since he was in first grade. Over the years, Kamarious struggled to maintain 
attendance in the program and resisted support from his team leaders at every 
opportunity. Making matters worse, he struggled to manage his anger, which led to 
constant fighting in school and at By The Hand. His resistance and negative choices 
eventually led to his disenrollment from the program. But we did not give up on 
Kamarious.

With our desire to give Kamarious one more chance, he was re-enrolled for fifth grade 
and given a higher level of attention. As part of a redesigned intervention plan, we 
set up a weekly one-on-one meeting with our reading specialist, built a personalized 
academic action plan with his school, designed a positive guidance plan with his 
mother, and enrolled him in a weekly anger management session with our counseling 
partner, Cornerstone Counseling Center of Chicago. With this holistic intervention 
plan, and by God’s grace, something amazing happened: Kamarious began to change!

Throughout the course of the year Kamarious’ behavior improved and his engagement 
in school began to increase. He finished the year without a single suspension, with 
significantly fewer peer conflicts, and with greater confidence in his ability to learn. 
Praise God, Kamarious’ GPA grew from a 1.5 to 2.2 in just one year and he advanced 
3½ grade levels in reading! Kamarious is a great example of how By The Hand’s 
wraparound services benefit our kids holistically. 

HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2017–2018 ANOTHER RECORD YEAR
We served 1,360 kids—mind, body and soul

Our kids earned one of their highest overall GPAs (2.76)   

63% of kids earned all ABCs—a record high! 84% of kids passed 
all of their classes and 43% made the honor roll 

100% of our seniors graduated from high school

230 of our children accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior

We finished our 18th consecutive year in the black, growing by 
about 23% annually since 2002

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE
In the coming years, By The Hand hopes to reach more neighborhoods with the goal 
of serving more than 3,000 kids by 2026. God willing, this year we will break ground 
on a sixth location, in the North Austin neighborhood, where we will replicate our 
successful school-plus-after-school model in partnership with Moving Everest Charter 
School. This model enables us to have an even greater impact on our kids while 
reducing our cost per child.

We exist to bring glory to God through the transformation of lives.  |  moodymedia.org 
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We thank God for another year at Naomi’s House (NH). Our 
theme this year is Rooted, inspired by Isaiah 61:11. For each 
woman we served, we prayed for bursts of new life and hearts 
that will take root in Jesus. As the Scripture says, this picture 
of a garden cascading with wildflowers and blossoms is on 
display for the world to see. The Lord receives all the praise!

We marveled at God’s goodness when one resident said, “I 
feel like right now in my life I’m at crossroads. I have one foot 
going this way and one foot going the other. I don’t want 
to live my life like that. I want to be rooted.” We cried “yes!” 
when she said this because this is what we’ve been asking 
God for! Our desire is to walk alongside women and provide 
resources for their new start—but we’ve learned that healing is 
needed for more than just their trafficking experience. In each 
woman we serve, we see a need for healing from substance 
abuse addiction, childhood abuse, mental health struggles, 
physical illnesses, and emotional wounds. 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• We served seven women this year, a total of thirteen since 

we opened in December 2016.

• Two women graduated NH this summer after successfully 
completing our 12-month program.

• One woman became a member of a local church. She 
shared her testimony on Mother’s Day: “I’ve been through 
a lot, but now I’m doing a lot of things and I know I’m 
going places, and I think it’s important for my church to 
know Naomi’s House helped make that happen.”

• One woman was baptized at her local church and shared 
her testimony before the congregation. She said with tears, 
“Jesus is my best friend. He was my everything when I had 
nothing.”

• Five women have interviewed for and received jobs in the 
community.

• We provided over 100 hours of trauma-informed therapy, 
group therapy, and life-skills training to equip women with 
expertise they’ve never had before.

ONE STORY
When one woman moved into Naomi’s House in the summer 
of 2017, we wondered if this would be the right place for 
her. She was shy, suffering from PTSD, and didn’t appear 
interested in getting to know the other residents or staff. This 
concerned us because living and growing in community is one 
of our guiding principles! Her trafficking experience was one 
of the worst we’d heard. However, one thing she held onto 
through all her abuse was her faith in Jesus, so when she had 
the opportunity to grow in her faith at Naomi’s House, we 
watched her develop into the woman God intended her to be. 

In April of this year, she experienced a breakthrough. Day by 
day, she became more confident, healthier, and a leader in the 
house. She took college classes while working and maintaining 
all the NH requirements (groups, therapy, volunteering, etc.). 
When she graduated this summer, we asked her what being in 
Naomi’s House has meant to her. She said this:

“Growth. It was spiritual growth. I was able to actually 
learn who I was, what I like, and what I want to do with 
my life. I love who I am now, and there was a time that 
I didn’t. I needed acceptance from everywhere. Now this 
me, I like this. [Naomi’s House] is deeper than a rehab, or 
another program. It is something you have to soak in and 
own. I am most proud that I learned that I have options 
in life, and I am more resilient.”

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE
We dream of serving 50 unique women by 2022! We also have 
plans to develop a post-graduate program for women who 
successfully complete the 12-month program. We’re praying 
about how we can develop a day program for women who need 
our services but don’t need a place to live. Finally, we’re applying 
for a county permit that would allow us to go from serving five 
to serving eight women in our residential program. As we plan 
for the future, we ask for spiritual protection and vision so we 
can truly have the impact God intends Naomi’s House to have. 
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Jesus commanded us to bear witness and share the gospel 
both locally and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). Each one 
of us—whether we are missionaries overseas or living here 
at home—has been sent by Jesus to make Him known. This 
year’s Global Outreach Conference theme, Reckless Grace, 
was based on Titus 2:11: “For the grace of God has appeared 
bringing salvation for all people.” Our keynote speakers, Drs. 
Ed Stetzer and Jerry Root, reminded us that we ALL have the 
responsibility to share the gospel, and it is much easier to do 
than we think. While global missions and gospel advancement 
are often thought of as geographically distant, both men made 
it clear that our cross-cultural mission can sometimes be as 
simple as crossing yards or fences to love our neighbors.   

MISSIONARY UPDATE 
By God’s grace, Moody Church Missions continues to grow 
in its global reach and influence. For the 2017–2018 fiscal 
year, Global Outreach supported 60 active missionary families, 
of whom 34 are serving overseas. They are doing incredible 
work all over the world, spreading the good news that Jesus 
saves sinners and reconciles them to God. Despite a culture 
seemingly moving away from the things of God, we see 
more and more missionaries taking up the mantle to spread 
the gospel. For example, four new missionaries—Melissa 
King, Erin O’Grady, and Lee and Regina Bloch—were 
commissioned as Moody Church missionaries this year.

Lee and Regina Bloch are church planters serving with 
Converge in Brazil. Eight years ago, they had a vision of 
church planting in Brazil and decided to leave the U.S. to 
teach English there. Last year it became apparent they needed 
to devote more time to the eight churches they helped to 
start. After partnering with Converge, they are now full-time 
missionaries shepherding these churches and preparing to 
move to the southern cone of Brazil to plant another church.

Many of you knew Melissa King during her time working here 
in our TMC Kids ministry. In February, Melissa deployed 
to Albania to work with Christar. She is currently studying 
Albanian, connecting with Muslims, and strategizing with 
her team to church plant in Macedonia among Albanians and 
serve as an ESL teacher there.

The Moody Church has also partnered with Erin O’Grady, 
who serves with Bridges International in Chicago working 
with international students. There are 23,000 international 
students in Chicago and many come from countries that 
are closed to the gospel. Erin has 12 years of experience with 
students both here and in China. She is part of a team that 
developed a “return system,” which places new Christian 
international students into churches in their home countries 
to mentor them towards maturity in Christ. 

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 
This next year we will continue to develop home-grown 
missionaries. The Missionary Preparation Program (MPP) 
serves as an incubator for members of our church family who 
feel called to overseas cross-cultural ministry. We have nine 
participants who are beginning to explore the idea of missions. 
One such example is Barbara Lange, who is finishing her 
Masters degree at Moody Theological Seminary and hopes 
to be sent to Uganda to teach at the Pastors Discipleship 
Network. 

How can you get involved in missions? We need your prayers 
and we need your support, but most importantly we need 
your heart to align with God’s as we journey together as a 
church on mission to reach the lost. 
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TRUSTEES’ REPORT

The Trustees are responsible for maintaining the church building. It’s a simple task on the surface, but behind the scenes there’s a 
deeper mission to what we do. Beyond maintenance, our goal is to seek the Lord’s direction on how to effectively use the church 
property for the enhancement and expansion of the Kingdom. Every decision before us is filtered through the lens of helping the 
people of God grow in the knowledge and exercise of their faith

This past year the Trustees oversaw a number of projects associated with refurbishing the Christian Life Center, including 
repurposing space, enhancing and strengthening our security system, and completing a number of “punch list” items that carried 
over from the 2017 Sanctuary restoration work.

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
Refreshed the paint, furniture, and carpeting. Reconfigured 
some spaces including new plumbing, electrical, and sound 
systems.

SECURITY SYSTEM
Replaced the old security camera system with state-of-the-
art technology including high-resolution cameras, enhanced 
coverage throughout the building, and the ability to 
monitor remotely.

SANCTUARY WORK
Improved the lighting and sound capabilities. The new 
soundboard will also provide a better stream experience for 
our online worshipers. We are now installing handrails for 
the balcony aisles. 

Once again, we praise God for His faithfulness in providing 
the resources for these initiatives.  

The Trustees will be prayerfully considering how to 
effectively use this year’s Thanksgiving Offering to extend 
the TLC on the CLC initiative to TLC on TMC. As we seek 
to expand our outreach to the city, we are looking for ways 
to make our ministries more visible, such as exterior digital 
signs to better advertise our church programs and services, 
and a canopy for the 1635 N LaSalle entrance. 

We covet your prayers as the Trustees seek to make our 
facilities conducive to helping The Moody Church be a 
place where anyone can connect with God and others. THE MOODY CHURCH TRUSTEES

Earl Bowers, Daniel Favero, Kim Lahti, Berv Peterson,  
and Tom Sawyer

Northview, Before

Clarkview, Before

Northview, In Progress

Clarkview, After
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
In Fiscal 2018 contributions fell short of budget by 7.9% at $6,235,465 or $534,165 below budget. The contribution 
shortfall was largely offset by expenses being below budget across most areas: pastoral ministries was favorable to 
budget by $185,205, office administration by $75,824, Missions by $99,507, and Facilities by $107,215. Overall, total 
expenses were below budget by $449,641, and they exceeded operating income by $66,488. This deficit was covered 
primarily by existing reserves. We give thanks and glory to God for His continuing provision to The Moody Church 
and its ministries.

MEDIA MINISTRY
The Media Ministry income, which includes product sales, general donations, direct mail, and offering envelope 
contributions, was $2,866,154. Revenue was unfavorable to budget by $99,864. Expenses in Media were favorable to 
budget by $167,206. This resulted in a $51,650 positive variance for the Media Ministry relative to budget.

ESTATE GIVING
Donations from estates totaled $1,189,792. Funds were allocated to specific ministries as designated. For 
undesignated estates, 10% was allocated to Missions Projects and the balance to the Capital Fund. Stewardship 
materials to assist those interested in providing for The Moody Church ministries through their estates are available 
from Michael Pitts in the church office.

FISCAL 2019
The General Fund budgeted contributions for next year are $6,507,049, which is a 3.9% decrease from this year’s 
budget, but 4.35% above this year’s actual. 

All of this planning and budgeting would not be possible without strong support from Michael Pitts, Managing 
Director of Operations; Kent Schmidt, Director of Finance and Administration; and Financial Assistants Neelu 
Joseph and Carol Verovich. This great team is committed to conservative accounting for controlling the church’s 
finances on a daily basis. 

The Finance Committee appreciates your prayers.

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Jonathan Hauser, David Newton, David Camarena, Jamail Carter, Jim Paterik, Micah Schumate, Michael Pitts,  
and Kent Schmidt
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FOR YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2018

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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FOR YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2018

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION FUND BALANCES

8/31/18 8/31/18

Assets

Cash & Cash Equivalents, at cost (Note 5)  $   3,359,998 Unrestricted Funds

Other Current Assets 219,359 General Fund  $                 -

Promissory Notes for Pastoral Housing 65,000 General Fund Reserve 670,000 

Long-Term Investments, at cost (Note 5) 521,864 Capital 502,031 

 $   4,166,221 Capital Reserve 670,000 

Liabilities & Fund Balances Auditorium Media Capital (61,128) 

Accrued Expenses  $      (24,543) Elder Designated 116,980 

Fund Balances 4,190,764  $   1,897,883 

 $   4,166,221 

Restricted Funds

Camp Capital/Reserve  $    (108,190)

Recreation 2,670 

Mission Projects and RTT 572,408 

Media Reserve & Strategic Initiative 762,922 

Fellowship Fund 310,109 

Capital (Restricted) 68,087 

Naomi’s House 99,617 

Naomi’s House Capital & Estate 345,306 

Class Funds 94,506 

Other Restricted Funds 145,446 

 $   2,292,881 

See Notes to Financial Statements as an integral part of these statements.  $   4,190,764 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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FOR YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2018

    INCOME    EXPENSE  NET FOR FUND 

 Actual  Actual  Actual  %  Variance  % 

GENERAL FUND

Income 
Contributions  $  6,235,465  $                 -  $   6,235,465  100.0%  $   (534,165) -7.9%
Investment Income  (74)  -   (74) 0.0%  (74)

  6,235,391   -   6,235,391  100.0%   (534,239) -7.9%

Summarized
Ministries   84,413    2,297,214    (2,212,801) -35.5%   193,412  8.0%
Camp   6,416    55,749    (49,333) -0.8%   (8,207) -20.0%
Missions   12,444    776,617   (764,173) -12.3%   99,507  11.5%
Facilities (Note 4)   78,972    1,988,989    (1,910,017) -30.6%   107,215  5.3%
Administration   40    1,365,595    (1,365,555) -21.9%   75,824  5.3%

  182,285    6,484,164   (6,301,879) -101.1%   467,751  6.9%

Total General Fund  $   6,417,676   $   6,484,164   $   (66,488) -1.1%  $   (66,488) -1.0%

BUDGETED RESTRICTED FUNDS

Recreation  $         4,937  $         4,177  $            760  $            760 

Naomi’s House   546,687    488,946    57,741  57,741

Media Ministry *   2,850,444    2,850,444  -   51,650  

 $  3,402,068  $  3,343,567  $     58,501  $      110,151  

*  See Supplemental Financial Information
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1. The Moody Church is a not-for-profit religious 
organization and is exempt from federal income tax under 
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

2. In order to ensure observance of limitations and 
restrictions placed on the use of resources available, 
the accounts of The Moody Church are maintained in 
accordance with the principles of fund accounting.  Under 
these principles, resources are classified into funds according 
to their nature and purpose and financial transactions have 
been recorded and reported by fund group.

3. These financial statements are presented on a modified 
cash basis, but all significant liabilities are believed to be 
recorded or noted.  The preparation of financial statements 
has required management to make estimates and assumptions 
that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities at the 
date of the financial statements and the amounts of revenues 
and expenses recognized during the reporting period.  Actual 
results could differ from these estimates.

4. The Moody Church owns virtually all facilities used for its 
ministries.  Those facilities are not recorded in the financial 
statements.  Noncancelable operating leases for space and 
equipment are not significant.

5. Most funds are maintained in cash equivalents or other 
short-term investments, for which cost approximates market 
value.  Longer-term investments are also carried at cost and 
may or may not be held to maturity.  Investment objectives 
emphasize the safety of principal.  Futures and forward 
contracts are not permissible.

6. The Moody Church receives and provides substantial non-
monetary contributions of services and goods in connection 
with various ministries.  Those contributions have not been 
quantified and are not recorded in the financial statements.

FOR YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2018
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