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Dear Senior Pastor Candidate: 

Thank you for your interest in the Senior Pastor position at The Moody Church. Enclosed is an information 
packet which contains an overview of our church—its history, purpose, vision, doctrine, and organization.  
While it is by no means comprehensive, we hope it will be a useful resource as the Lord leads you to explore  
this opportunity. 

The past several years have been a time of celebration and change here at The Moody Church. In 2014  
we celebrated 150 years of God’s faithfulness to our ministry. To commemorate this important milestone,  
the church re-emphasized the key pillars which have worked together to change lives and instill a deeper 
commitment to God and each other: the Word of God, ministry to children, outreach to the world,  
and worship of God. 

In 2015, Pastor Lutzer announced that after 35 years as our Senior Pastor, he would be transitioning to the role 
of Pastor Emeritus, a change which became official in May 2016. 

As we enter the next chapter of our church history, we continue to honor our heritage and renew our 
commitment to a vibrant ministry in Chicago and around the world. We also look forward knowing that there is 
still much to be accomplished in and through our church. 

As we seek the Lord’s guidance to find the person He is calling to lead us into the future, we invite you to 
prayerfully consider this opportunity. Please visit moodychurch.org to learn about us in more depth.   

Yours in Christ, 

 

 
 

Bervin Peterson 
Chairman, Pastoral Search Committee 
Chairman, Elder Oversight Council  
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A BRIEF HISTORY AND OVERVIEW  
 
A Church is Born 

Dwight Lyman Moody, a traveling shoe salesman from Massachusetts, began a Sunday school mission for 
underprivileged children in Chicago in 1858.  

By 1860, the school had relocated to North Market Hall, a larger facility which could accommodate more than 
1,000 children and their parents who also began to attend. It soon became apparent that even this space was 
insufficient, and so in December 1864, the 1,500-seat Illinois Street Church was dedicated.   

On October 8, 1871, just after Moody gave a sermon on Jesus’ life, the Great Chicago Fire swept the city. The 
Illinois Street Church burned to the ground. Moody immediately began to raise money to construct a new 
church. By 1873 a lot was purchased, and in June 1876 the Chicago Avenue Church was dedicated.   

D.L. Moody died in Northfield, Massachusetts in 1899 after becoming ill while on an evangelistic campaign.  

Through the Years 

The Moody Church’s present home was dedicated on November 8, 1925.    

In 1930, Dr. Harry Ironside took the pulpit and led The Moody Church through the Great Depression.   
During this time of national crisis, the radio ministry grew in importance as Ironside’s messages were broadcast 
to thousands of homes by the Moody Bible Institute’s radio station.    

In the 1950s and early 60s, The Moody Church faced new challenges due to changing demographics; many 
members moved to the suburbs, leaving a transient population behind. The Lord called Dr. Alan Redpath to 
shepherd the church through this time from 1953 to 1962.   

After Dr. Redpath’s resignation, The Moody Church was without a senior pastor for three years until the arrival 
of Dr. George Sweeting, who served from 1966 to 1971, followed by Dr. Warren Wiersbe from 1971 to 1978. 
These were rebuilding years for the church.   

In 1980, Dr. Erwin Lutzer became the senior pastor, and was the longest-serving pastor in the history of the 
church, stepping down in 2016. In 2005, the first major construction project was undertaken since the building 
was erected in 1925. The Christian Life Center was dedicated in 2007 and has allowed for the growth in 
ministries that we experience today.  

In May 2016, Dr. Lutzer transitioned to the role of Pastor Emeritus, allowing him to continue speaking on 
behalf of Moody Church Media across the country and around the world.  

The Moody Church Today 

God has blessed The Moody Church in tremendous ways. We have seen an increase in our Communities (adult 
Sunday school classes) which minister to people from all walks of life; our TMC Kids ministry continues to 
thrive; our Media Ministry has expanded across the country and onto a digital platform; and we have hosted a 
variety of major conferences. More than 70 missionaries are supported by the church. As God wills it, The 
Moody Church will continue to be a trusted place where anyone can connect with God and others.  
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PURPOSE AND VISION  
 
Our Purpose 

Our purpose is to evangelize, edify, and equip people to be true worshipers and effective representatives of Jesus 
Christ so that we all may “have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming” (1 John 2:28). 

Toward this end we have adopted the motto Celebrating the joy of changed lives since 1864. Over the years,  
the ministries of The Moody Church have impacted our city and the world for the glory of God. Most 
important, however, are the stories we hear from our people of the ways in which their lives are being blessed  
and changed today.   

– The Lord led me to The Moody Church. I heard my first sermon by Pastor Lutzer, and at that point I 
decided I needed to know God. A few years later and after much prayer, I decided to embark on a full-
time study of the Word at the Moody Theological Seminary. 

 
– Four years ago, I attended a “Precious to Him” retreat and since then I never left The Moody Church. 

From being so lost and broken, by His grace I find hope, faith, and love beyond what I can 
comprehend. 

 

Our Vision 

Our vision is to be known in Chicago as a caring, culturally diverse community that seeks to transform lives 
through a clear witness for Christ, quality ministries, and the lifestyle of each believer. 

In pursuit of this vision we’re seeking to live out our promise statement: The Moody Church is a trusted place 
where anyone can connect with God and others. The truth of these words is best reflected in the real-life stories  
of our members.   

– By participating in The Moody Church’s International Student and Scholar Ministry, my husband 
and I not only had the chance to be nurtured and loved as international students, but we were  
also challenged to serve other international students together. Now we consider The Moody Church  
our home. 
 

– I heard The Moody Church had a good children’s ministry. I took my children, got involved, and 
became an active volunteer for 10 years. The most rewarding thing that happened to me is that I’ve 
had an opportunity to serve the church, pointing our children to God through Jesus Christ, and 
building new relationships. This large church now feels much smaller. 

 
– At first a church like The Moody Church can be very intimidating because of its size, but I quickly 

found that the soil here is deep and rich, and anyone desiring to grow in their walk with the Lord will 
grow. Over the past six years here, I have experienced both the pleasure and the pain of growing and 
maturing as a believer. 

 
– The biggest impact the Parenting Class has made is for our family to be in the Word every day, pray 

together, and have meals together. Our son’s biggest excitement of the day is when he gets the Bible 
read to him. 
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DOCTRINAL STATEMENT  
 
1. The Bible 

We believe that God has spoken in the sixty-six books of the Bible, both Old and New Testaments (hereinafter 
referred to as “Bible” or “Scripture”), through the words of human authors. As the verbally inspired Word of 
God, the Bible is without error in the original writings, the complete revelation of His will for salvation, and the 
ultimate authority by which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be judged. 

We believe that although God may give individual believers guidance in various ways, we reject the teaching that 
implies that individuals can receive “words from God” that have the same authority as Scripture. Therefore, the 
Bible alone is to be believed in all that it teaches; obeyed in all that it requires; and trusted in all that it promises. 
(Psalm 19:7–11; Matthew 5:18; 2 Timothy 3:16–17; 2 Peter 1:20–21) 

2. God 

We believe in one God, who directly and immediately created all things, and who is holy and infinitely perfect; 
in whom all things have their source, support, and end. He exists eternally in a loving tri-unity (trinity) of three 
equally divine Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, each with distinct personal attributes, but without division 
of nature, essence, or being. (Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 28:18–20; Acts 5:3–4; Hebrews 1:1-3, 8) 

Having limitless knowledge and sovereign power, God has graciously purposed from eternity past to redeem a 
people for Himself and to make all things new for His own glory. Since He is not limited in knowledge or power 
by any external forces or the will of His creatures, what He purposes will come to pass. To Him we owe the 
highest love, reverence, and obedience. (Genesis 1:1; Deuteronomy 32:3–4; John 17:3; Acts 17:28; Ephesians 
1:3–5; 3:7–13; Revelation 4:11) 

(a) God the Father. Although God the Father shares the same essence with God the Son and God the 
Spirit, He is to be distinguished from the two other members of the Trinity. The Father is not begotten 
nor is He the One who was crucified. He is frequently spoken of as “the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Thanks to His choice in adopting us, He is also our Father, and we are described as His 
children. Hence, Jesus taught us to pray, “Our Father who art in heaven.” The Father is the one who has 
blessed us with every spiritual blessing and chose us to be His from before the foundation of the world. 
The Father loved the world and gave His Son on our behalf. (Matthew 6:9; John 3:16; 2 Corinthians 
1:3; Ephesians 1:3) 

Although the Fatherhood of God finds its clearest expression in the New Testament, this filial 
relationship was already known to the faithful in Old Testament times. For example, David, Isaiah,  
and Jeremiah refer to the intimacy of the Father/Son relationship. (Psalm 103:13, 14; Isaiah 64:8;  
Jeremiah 3:19) 

In Christ, the Father was propitiated; that is, His anger against sin was turned away from us. Thus, both 
His love for us and His holy anger against sin found expression in and were fully satisfied through the 
work of Christ on the cross. Thus, we affirm that our God is our Redeemer. 

(b) God the Son. We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, fully God and fully man, one Person 
with two natures. Although Jesus Christ, who is Israel’s promised Messiah, existed from eternity past,  
He was conceived in human flesh through the Holy Spirit and born of Mary who was a virgin. He lived a 
sinless life, was crucified and died under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from the dead, ascended into 
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heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father as our High Priest and Advocate. (Matthew 1:23; 
John 1:1; Ephesians 1:15–23; 1 Timothy 2:5–6; Hebrews 1:8)  

We believe that Jesus Christ honored God’s law as expressed in both the Old Testament and New 
Testament by His personal obedience and substitutionary death on the cross for sinners. He is the one 
Mediator between God and man, fully God and fully man, being the only One in whose person God 
and man can be reconciled. He will return in power and glory to judge the world and consummate His 
redemptive mission. To Him we gladly give our obedience and worship, being deeply grateful for His 
grace toward us while we were yet sinners. (John 14:6; 2 Thessalonians 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5–6) 

(c) God the Holy Spirit. We believe that the Holy Spirit exists as a co-equal and co-eternal Person 
within the Trinity and as such is fully divine. We believe that He glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ and God 
the Father in all that He does. He convicts the unconverted of their sin and regenerates all who believe; 
and in Him all believers are baptized into union with Christ and adopted as heirs in the family of God. 
By the Holy Spirit the Godhead now indwells all believers. He also illuminates, guides, equips, and 
empowers believers for Christ-like living and service. (John 7:38–40; 16:7–11; Acts 1:8; 5:5;  
1 Corinthians 12:13; Galatians 5:16–18) 

We believe that the Holy Spirit distributes gifts to the church for the edification of the body of Christ. 
These gifts of service are intended to display both the diversity and unity of the one body in its mutual 
edification and ministry. We believe sign gifts (such as speaking in tongues) are not required as proof of 
the filling or baptizing work of the Holy Spirit. Rather, the Holy Spirit never departs from a believer and 
is ever present to testify of Christ, bringing about the fruit of the Spirit. His presence in the life of 
believers is the guarantee that God will bring us safely into heaven where we will enter fully into the 
inheritance that awaits us. (Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 1:13–14) 

3. The Human Condition 

We believe that God created Adam and Eve in His image as male and female, thus the gift of two different yet 
complementary sexes reflects the goodness of God’s creation. However, because Adam and Eve voluntarily 
rebelled, as their descendants we are born under the condemnation of sin and also inherit a sin nature. Therefore, 
sin has affected the whole of our being, leaving us morally and spiritually “dead in [our] trespasses and sins” 
(Ephesians 2:1). Only through God’s saving work in Jesus Christ can we be rescued, renewed, and reconciled to 
God. (Romans 5:12; Ephesians 2:1–3) 

Since humanity is the crowning work of God’s creation, each human being is created in His image, is sacred, and 
is worthy of respect and Christian love. This respect must be accorded to all human life from the moment of 
conception until natural death. (Psalm 139:13–16; Revelation 5:9–10) 

4. Salvation 

We believe that salvation involves the redemption of the entire person—body, soul, and spirit—and is offered 
freely to all who, having been called by God, receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior. The moment we trust Him 
as Savior, we pass from death unto life, accepted by the Father according to the measure of Christ’s acceptance, 
and loved even as He is loved. As our representative and substitute, we believe that He shed His blood on the 
cross as the perfect, all-sufficient sacrifice for our sins. His atoning death and victorious resurrection constitute 
the only ground for our salvation. We rejoice that “God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). (Acts 4:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:23;  
1 Peter 3:18) 
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We believe this salvation is a gift of God’s grace, appropriated through faith alone in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
This faith is a gift of divine grace, and is not simply knowledge of Jesus Christ, but is an act of personal trust 
accompanied by the miracles of regeneration and justification, leading to sanctification and glorification.  

We believe that regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God’s grace whereby we become new creatures in 
Christ Jesus. It is a change of heart brought about by the Holy Spirit through conviction of sin and is 
accompanied by repentance and faith in Christ, resulting in a new nature within us. (John 3:3;  
2 Corinthians 5:17; Titus 3:4–7) 

We believe that justification is God’s gracious and full acquittal of the sins of all who are regenerated. Christ’s 
righteousness is imputed to the regenerate, and God declares them to be entirely righteous, bringing them into a 
relationship of peace and favor with Himself. (Romans 3:19–26; 5:1; Galatians 3:10–14) 

We believe that sanctification is the process by which God sets believers apart for His own purposes, that they 
might progress toward spiritual maturity by the presence and power of the indwelling Holy Spirit.  
(1 Corinthians 1:30; 1 Thessalonians 2:19; 4:3) 

We believe that glorification is the culmination of salvation and will be the final blessed and abiding state of all 
who have been redeemed. (Romans 8:17, 30; 2 Thessalonians 1:10)  

5. Angels and Satan 

We believe that all angels were created by God but that a part of their number fell into sin under the leadership 
of Satan, who in his original rebellion against God is the cause of sin in the universe. Satan’s temptation of Adam 
and Eve resulted in their disobedience and fall into sin. Satan and his hosts are declared enemies of God and 
man, and will be eternally punished in the lake of fire. Satan, though irredeemably evil, is nevertheless subject to 
God and His eternal plan. (Genesis 3:15; Colossians 2:15; Revelation 20:10)  

The holy angels are preserved from sinning by a divine decree and exist to serve God according to His good 
pleasure. They also glorify God in their obedience and service to believers, and they will eventually be used by 
God to judge the wicked. (1 Timothy 5:21; Hebrews 1:14; Revelation 7:1–3)  

6. The Church 

The church, which had its special beginning on the day of Pentecost, is comprised of all who have been baptized 
by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ, of which He is the head. The true church is manifest in local churches 
whose membership should be comprised only of believers. (Matthew 16:18; Acts 1:8; 2:43; 1 Corinthians 12:13; 
Ephesians 1:20–23)  

The Lord Jesus Christ instituted the ordinances of baptism and communion, which tangibly and symbolically 
express the Gospel. Although these ordinances are not the means of salvation and do not confer special grace, 
when they are celebrated by the church in genuine faith, they do confirm and nourish the church, the body of 
Christ. (Matthew 26:26–29; 28:18–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–26)  

In obedience to Christ’s command, we urge every believer upon profession of faith to joyfully follow our Lord’s 
instructions and be baptized “in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). We 
encourage those who were baptized as infants to follow in believer’s baptism as a testimony of their own personal 
faith in Christ. We desire to follow the pattern of the New Testament in which conversion was followed by 
baptism by immersion. 
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7. Christ’s Return 

We believe that God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring this present era to a close. According to 
His promise, our Lord Jesus Christ will return imminently, personally, and bodily for His church and also for the 
establishment of His kingdom on earth. For believers, His coming is their blessed hope and demands constant 
expectancy, holy living, and sacrificial service. (1 Thessalonians 4:13–18; Titus 2:11–14; 2 Peter 3:8–14)  

When the future millennial kingdom is established, the national promises given to Abraham will be fulfilled and 
Israel shall be restored to the glory predicted in the Scriptures, with Christ ruling from Jerusalem. As expressed in 
Habakkuk 2:14, “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea.” (Isaiah 2:2–5; Jeremiah 31:35–37; Zechariah 14:1–5; Luke 1:30–33; Acts 1:6–7; Romans 11:25–27; 
Galatians 3:9, 14, 23–29)  

The Church believes and teaches that the premillennial return of Christ to establish His earthly reign is an 
important doctrine of eschatology. All who teach and preach in the Church are expected to do so consistent with 
this interpretation of end-time events. However, those with a different understanding of the coming kingdom are 
permitted to join our membership. 

8. Eternal Destiny 

We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the Gospel by turning to Him in repentance and 
receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior. We believe that God will raise the dead bodily and judge the world, 
assigning unbelievers to condemnation with eternal conscious punishment and believers to eternal joy with the 
Lord in the new heaven and the new earth, where we will forever celebrate the justice of God and His loving 
mercy to the praise of His glorious grace. (Matthew 25:46; Revelation 15:1–4; 20:11–15) 

We believe that all believers who die are immediately conscious in the presence of the Lord, although their bodies 
will be resurrected at the second coming of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:1–10; 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18). Unbelievers 
who die are conscious in Hades and will eventually be resurrected to face the Great White Throne judgment and 
eternal punishment in the lake of fire. (Matthew 25:46; Revelation 20:11–15)  

The above excerpt has been taken from the Constitution of The Moody Church. A complete copy of the Constitution, 
including information about The Moody Church lifestyle covenant and other matters pertaining to biblical ethics, 
can be found at moodychurch.org/constitution. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE  
 
The Moody Church was first organized as a church in 1864. The Moody Church is, and has for many years 
been, incorporated as an Illinois religious corporation, and is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, and 
educational purposes under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. The Church is non-
denominational. The Constitution of The Moody Church is the primary governing document for the 
organization. Under the Church’s Constitution, the calling of a Senior Pastor requires a recommendation by the 
Elder Oversight Council and the Leadership Council, and must be approved by the membership. A Senior Pastor 
serves until his death, incapacity, resignation, or removal by recommendation of the Elder Oversight Council and 
approved by the Leadership Council. 

The Membership, Boards, and Committees 

The Membership 

The membership of The Moody Church elects Elders, Deacons, Deaconesses, Trustees, and Annual Officers 
(from the Deacons). The membership’s approval is also required in selecting the Senior Pastor, undertaking 
major capital projects, incurring significant debt, merging or consolidating with another church, dissolving the 
church, or selling the church’s assets.  

The Deaconesses 

The Deaconesses assist the Pastors and Elders in the areas of prayer, encouragement, ministry support, and 
practical service, as well as other responsibilities assigned to them by the Elder Oversight Council. Deaconesses 
may also serve on standing subcommittees. 

The Church Boards 

Responsibility for the oversight and direction of Church ministries and other activities is vested in the Elder 
Oversight Council, the Leadership Council (which consists of Elders, Deacons, Trustees, and Assistant Pastors), 
and the Board of Trustees. Summary descriptions of each board and its responsibilities are below. These 
responsibilities are described in greater detail in The Moody Church’s Constitution, which can be found at 
moodychurch.org/constitution. 

The Elder Oversight Council  

The Elder Oversight Council (hereinafter the Elders), of which the Senior Pastor is a member, provides spiritual 
oversight for The Moody Church. This oversight includes discerning God’s will and vision for the church.  
The Elders are responsible to: 

– institute and guide any search for a new Senior Pastor 
– call, hire, and determine the retention of all other ministry staff 
– oversee all the church’s pastors and ministries 
– authorize anyone who teaches or preaches in any Moody Church ministry 
– determine the church’s annual budget and minor unbudgeted capital expenditures 
– establish committees to assist in the implementation of approved functions, and determine which church 

board will supervise each committee 
– administer church discipline 
– decide disputes on issues of biblical and Church doctrine and issues of constitutional interpretation 
– determine any other matters directly related to the spiritual health and direction of the Church 
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Even in matters which need a broader consensus and so require the approval of the Leadership Council (or even 
the membership), the initial recommendation generally will come from the Elders. The Elders elect a Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman; the Chairman (or in his absence the Vice-Chairman) leads the Elders’ meetings. 

The Leadership Council 

The Leadership Council (hereinafter Council) consists of all Elders, Deacons, Trustees, and Pastors, and is 
chaired by the Senior Pastor. The Council has the responsibility to oversee all matters which are not specifically 
tasked to the Elders or to the broader church membership. This includes approving recommendations from the 
Elders on any matters for which the Constitution requires a broader consensus; in these cases, the Council serves 
as a microcosm of the church body. Deacons and other members of the Council may serve on standing 
subcommittees, and certain Deacons are also elected to serve as Annual Officers (Treasurer, Clerk, Director of 
Ushers, or the assistant for each of these offices).  

The Board of Trustees 

The Board of Trustees is responsible to oversee and manage the church’s assets, and to manage any legal matters, 
subject to the direction of the Elders. 

The Church Staff 

The Senior Pastor currently has two direct reports, each of whom heads a staff group. The Executive Pastor heads 
the ministry staff, which includes all pastors other than the Senior Pastor. The Managing Director of Operations 
heads all non-ministry staff. The staff organizational chart on the next page provides an overview of both staff 
groups. As of July 2019, The Moody Church has 43 full-time and 37 part-time staff. 

  



10 
 

Th
e 

M
oo

dy
 C

hu
rc

h 
St

af
f O

rg
an

iz
at

io
na

l C
ha

rt
(A

s 
of

 J
ul

y 
20

19
)

C
om

m
un

iti
es

 &
Sm

al
l 

G
ro

up
s

G
lo

ba
l O

ut
re

ac
h

(O
PE

N
)

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 &

13
9 

M
in

ist
ry

M
us

ic
 M

in
ist

ry
&

 A
rti

st
 C

irc
le

C
om

pa
ss

io
n 

&
Lo

ca
l O

ut
re

ac
h

M
en

’s
 M

in
ist

ry
(O

PE
N

)
Y

ou
ng

 A
du

lts
&

 E
qu

ip
pi

ng

Ex
ec

ut
iv

e
Pa

st
or

M
an

ag
in

g 
D

ir.
of

 O
pe

ra
tio

ns

A
ud

io
vi

su
al

St
af

f
A

dm
in

ist
ra

tiv
e

St
af

f
Fi

na
nc

ia
l

A
ss

ist
an

ts

Fa
ci

lit
ie

s
C

oo
rd

in
at

or
Pu

bl
ic

 R
el

. &
Pu

bl
ic

 S
af

et
y

Fa
ci

lit
ie

s
St

af
f

A
ud

io
vi

su
al

Te
ch

no
lo

gy

M
us

ic
St

af
f

C
hi

ld
re

n’
s

M
in

ist
ry

M
ed

ia
St

af
f

In
fo

rm
at

io
n

Te
ch

no
lo

gy

Fa
m

ili
es

M
us

ic
 M

in
ist

ry

W
om

en
’s

M
in

ist
ry

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l
St

ud
en

ts
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s

St
ud

en
ts

 &
Su

nd
ay

 N
ig

ht
 

N
ao

m
i’s

H
ou

se

Pa
st

or
al

R
es

id
en

ts
Pa

st
or

al
In

te
rn

s

Fi
na

nc
e 

&
A

dm
in

ist
ra

tio
n

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

M
ed

ia
M

in
ist

ry
M

in
ist

ry
Se

rv
ic

es

A
ss

ig
ne

d 
Pa

st
or

El
de

rs
 &

Se
ni

or
 P

as
to

r

A
ss

ist
an

t
Pa

st
or

s
D

ire
ct

or
s

St
af

f
C

oo
rd

in
at

or
s

O
pe

ra
tio

ns
M

in
ist

ry

C
ol

or
 L

eg
en

d

H
isp

an
ic

M
in

ist
ry

  



11 
 

COMMUNITY LIFE  
 
We seek to fulfill the promise that The Moody Church is a trusted place where anyone can connect with God and 
others by providing ministries and areas for involvement that allow people to connect with their brothers and 
sisters, learn from the Word and from each other, and serve our church, our city, and our world.  
 
Our Church Services  

Our weekly services are to worship and glorify God as we grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. Our services are held on Sunday mornings, Sunday evenings, and Wednesday evenings.  
We also have special holiday services (Good Friday, our annual Christmas Concert, etc.).  
 
Connecting with Others 

Connecting with other believers enhances our spiritual growth as we form relationships and establish 
accountability with each other. Our Communities (adult Sunday school classes) help make our large church feel 
like a much smaller body by providing places for fellowship, small groups, outreach, and service. We also offer 
other groups of various sizes and at various times to provide as many people as possible with the opportunity for 
involvement and community (Men’s Praise & Prayer, The Social, etc.).  
 
Opportunities to Learn 

Our spiritual growth occurs in direct proportion to our knowing, understanding, and applying the Bible. The 
Moody Church offers many opportunities to learn and grow. Our Equipping Ministry offers hands-on classes to 
help build up our members in essentials areas of the faith such as doctrine, prayer, studying the Bible, sharing 
their faith, and answering difficult questions. Our Parenting classes deal with real-life issues facing today’s 
families. Other offerings such as Precept Bible Studies, Financial Peace University, GriefShare, and Living Grace 
provide biblically-based information in supportive environments.  
 
Serving the Body and the World 

Our growth in Christ is often shown by our desire to serve others using our God-given gifts and abilities.  
We consider serving in the Body of Christ to be not only a biblical mandate, but a privilege and joy. We provide 
opportunities and information to enable our members to serve in our church, in our city, and in our world.  
 
Please visit our website, moodychurch.org, for additional information about our ministries, communities, and 
other areas for involvement.   
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SWEET HOME CHICAGO 

 
Chicago, the “city of broad shoulders,” is more than just the third-largest city in the United States. It’s a place 
where history meets innovation and where global meets local. Nestled right on the shores of Lake Michigan, 
Chicago provides a near-perfect balance of big-city living and natural wonders. With 26 miles of public 
beachfront, 600 parks, and 18.5 miles of trails, residents have many opportunities to explore the beauty of God’s 
creation—all within a short distance from a vibrant and economically-driven downtown. Whether you enjoy 
museums or sprawling parks, fine dining or coffee shops, physical fitness or quiet contemplation, there’s 
something for everyone to love. 
 
The cultural environment in the city is world-class. The 35-acre Lincoln Park Zoo, one of the oldest zoos in 
North America, hosts a wide variety of exhibits and fun holiday activities for the whole family; not only is it 
located next to our church, but best of all, admission is free! The city’s museum campus—housing the Adler 
Planetarium, the Shedd Aquarium, and the Field Museum of Natural History—is located in the South Loop, 
right on Lake Michigan. The renowned Art Institute of Chicago, one of the oldest and largest art museums in 
the country, is the city’s #1 attraction. And for music lovers, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Grant Park 
Music Festival, and Ravinia Festival provide ample opportunity for audiophiles.  
 
Chicago’s 77 vibrant and diverse neighborhoods also provide an amazing variety of experiences, both  
cultural and culinary. The city is undergoing a public-space renaissance, with new outdoor trails opening up 
opportunities for recreation and exploration. Public transportation is ubiquitous, and options include the 
elevated train (commonly known as the L), bike sharing, and even river taxis. Chicago’s culture exudes 
midwestern friendliness (yes, it’s real!) and more conservative values than other major cities in the United States. 
And our public and private schools are improving every year—a major reason why so many young professionals 
are moving to Chicago. 
 
When you live in Chicago, the skyline is the limit…there are so many exciting opportunities to explore. But to 
us, the most important thing is that Chicago is a city yearning for spiritual revival. Praise God, we’re beginning 
to see momentum in that direction as the Spirit of God is moving among its churches. The Moody Church has 
been blessed to be part of God’s work in this great city for over 150 years, and we’re excited to see how He is 
going to continue to work in and through us. This is a city of huge needs and wonderful potential, a mission 
field like no other. If you have a dream of sharing the good news of Jesus with this amazing city, and of building 
on D.L. Moody’s legacy by equipping our members to carry out the Great Commission, we think you’ll feel 
right at home here.   
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THE JOB DESCRIPTION OF THE SENIOR PASTOR 
 
Purpose 

He will shepherd, teach, and lead the congregation of The Moody Church toward the fulfillment of our God-
given, Bible-based purpose: to evangelize, edify, and equip people to be true worshipers and effective 
representatives of Jesus Christ so that we all may “have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his 
coming” (1 John 2:28). 

Requirements 

He will hold true to the church’s Constitution, including its doctrines and moral teachings. 
He will honor the history of the church and prepare the congregation for the future. 
He will protect the flock from false teaching and will seek the unity of the congregation. 
He will, in concert with the Elder Council, establish the vision, direction, and strategy of the church. 
He will have either a Master of Divinity or its equivalent, and will demonstrate that he is conversant in matters of 

theology and contemporary cultural issues. 
He will have a servant style of leadership. 

His Walk with God 

He must meet the qualifications of an elder, as listed in 1 Timothy 3:1–7 and Titus 1:6–9 and as identified in 
the church’s Constitution. 

He will continue to grow in his relationships with Jesus Christ, his wife, and his family. 
He will devote himself to prayer and the ministry of the Word. He must have a burden for prayer and lead the 

congregation in seeking God regularly. 
He will be known as a man of integrity, humility, and personal holiness. 
He must delight in making other people a success through his personal mentoring and encouragement, and in his 

witness for Christ in personal relationships outside the church. 
His wife must be a mature Christian woman devoted to the Lord, her husband, and her children (if any). She 

must be completely supportive of her husband’s role as pastor. 

Personal Strengths 

He must demonstrate a love for God and His Word, and a love for people. 
He must demonstrate a God-given call to the ministry. 
He must have the ability to preach, teach, and apply the Word of God in challenging, relevant ways. 
He must have the ability to relate well with people from many different backgrounds and ethnicities. He must be 

mindful of our promise statement: The Moody Church is a trusted place where anyone can connect with God 
and others. 

He must have strong, proven communication and leadership skills and experience. 
He must have the ability to unify and mobilize people in pursuit of a common vision, for the benefit of both the 

church and the wider community. 
He must have the ability to develop and lead a high-caliber ministry team. 
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Ministry Responsibilities 

He will prepare and deliver messages for Sunday morning services (typically 40 weeks per calendar year) and will 
generally lead (but not necessarily deliver the message for) a similar number of Wednesday prayer meetings. 
He will lead other church services and functions as appropriate. He will give direction to our worship services 
in cooperation with the Worship Committee. 

He will primarily preach expository sermons drawing out from the biblical text, and bringing to bear in our lives, 
those truths that God intended to communicate to us. 

He will, in conjunction with the Elders, develop goals to ensure the successful implementation of the vision, 
direction, and strategy of the church. 

He will transition to become the host of Moody Church Hour (with the expectation that this transition will be 
completed before the end of the second year of his tenure). In concert with the Managing Director of Media, 
he will develop other digital and broadcast media as appropriate. 

He will be available to the congregation for counseling and ministry needs as appropriate. 
He will represent The Moody Church to the wider community through missions challenges, media 

opportunities, Bible conferences, etc. 
He will serve as the Chief Administrative Officer of The Moody Church. 
He will provide direct supervision and goal setting for the Executive Pastor and the Managing Director of 

Operations. 
He will perform other duties as assigned by the Elder Council. 

Relationships 

He will be a member of the Elder Council and the chairman of the Leadership Council. 
He will report directly to the Elders and work with them in all matters related to the ongoing ministry of the 

church, such as budgets, future directions, staff issues, etc. 
He will lead meetings of the ministry staff and will chair the church’s annual and semiannual congregational 

meetings. 
He will serve as an ex-officio member of all church bodies, including standing subcommittees.  
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