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The Meaning of Vyasa~Puja

A Brief Profile of His Divine Grace
Srila Mahavisnu Goswami Mahara]

Sri Guru-vandana

Homages

Sri Gurv-astaka




T MEANING OF VoyasaA-PuIA

Srila Vyasadeva 1s an empowered incarnation of Krishna, and by the power of
his franscendental intelligence he wrote down the Vedas to benefit future
generations. Down to the present day, a bona fide guru is considered the
representative of Vyasa, and the anniversary of his appearance day is thus called
Vyasa-Puja, or “worship of Vyasa”. The representative of Srila Vyasadeva is a
qualified guru because he has understood and realized the essence of Vedic
knowledge and is strongly determined to deliver the fallen souls rotting in this
material world. Therefore he is worthy of the same respect and adoration we accord

the Lord himself.

In the Srimad Bhagavatam (11.17.27.) Lord Krishna Himself says that we
should respect the acarya , or guri, as We would Himself. Indeed, the guru is not a
mundane personality. He is the manifestation of the Absolute Truth. Since the
Absolute Truth is Krishna Himself, the all-merciful Godhead, the guru is also an
ocean of mercy, and he delivers his followers from the blazing forest fire of material

existence.

The guru is the messenger, the “postman” who delivers the “mail” without any
adulteration. His obligation is magnificent and profound, for he gives us the
unadulterated message of Godhead. He 1s our link with the Supreme. He is the
representative of Vyasa.

Since the pure devotee acts according to the will of the Lord, he can deliver perfect
knowledge because his knowledge comes from the source of all knowledge, the
Supreme Being, and he delivers it undistorted. This is a great soul, a real
representative of Krishna. Association with him opens the freasure house of all
secrets, for only one who is pure and perfect can disseminate real knowledge.

Srila Mahavisnu Goswami Maharaj, has and continues to show us the example of an
acarya by stricily following the scriptural injunctions himself, energetically
preaching Krishna Consciousness, and transforming the lives of whoever he
associates with. A true representative of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, he encourages
everyone to become Vaisnava. Thus it is a great benediction o participate in his
Vyasa-Puja cerémony, the most blessed event.

The guru appears in this world not by obligation, due to the laws of karma, but to

culfil Krishna’s most cherished desire - to preach His message 10 the conditioned
souls. If we follow Maharaj’s pure instructions and his example, we will receive the

priceless benediction of zoing back home, back to Krishna.
Srila Mahavisnu Goswami Maharaj’s Vyasa-Fuja day is thus an event to be revered

by all souls throughout the whole universe. Indeed, we are sure that this mos
auspicious day is celebrated even by Krishna Himself in the spiritual world.

T D






A BRIEF PROFILE OF HIS DIVINE GRACE
SRILA MAHAVISNU GOSWAMIT MAHARAT

Maharaj is of Gujarati origin and he was born in the outskirts of Bombay in 1926 on
Dattatreya Purnima in the month of Marga Sirsha, appearing in a family of Vaisnavas since eight
generations. Aged 70, he is presently the most elderly sanzmyasi in ISKCON worldwide today.

Having grown up and been educated in Bombay (M.A. in Sanskrit and in English), Maharaj is
fluent in Marati, Gujarati, Hindi, Urdu, Sanskrit, English and the Gujarati dialect Kacchi.

Since childhood, he was very curious for the reasons behind the Vaisnava traditions and
practices in his family and village. (For example, his mother would force him to offer his dhoti to
Lord Krishna before first using it, but she could not explain why he should do it when he asked). He
would never get satisfying answers to his queries instead , the village temple priest labelled him “the
troublesome one” and would drive him away from the temple.

As a student in1941:

He attended Gandhiji’s ‘Prarthanas’ at Hanging Gardens , Bombay, daily for two weeks
hoping to find some answers, but he was disappointed. There was only silent meditation by Gandhi
and the audience, With no explanations whatsoever of what was going on, and he was also expected
to meditate silently.

Leff India in 1955:

After marriage , Maharaj first moved his family to Aden (Middle East), and a few years later,
to London, where he lived 30 years, acquiring British citizenship. He ran a small retail business
there. Today his children are all grown up and settled and are raising their own families.

Throughout his life, Maharaj always used to read the Bhagavad Gifa and the Srirmad
Bhagavatam (being a Sanskrit scholar and Vaisnava by birth). However he could never really
understand these great scriptures despite his scholarship. At one point, he even considered adopting
the Christian faith and began attending church.

An inferesting incident: .

Once the prayer room of his house caught fire. It was extinguished by the fire brigade but
the house was badly damaged. Everything in the prayer room was burnt, but miraculously his copy
of Srimad Bhagavaizm was completely in tact, despite being charred black on all sides! Maharaj stil]
carries this copy with him on all his world travels, especially for Bhagawat Sapta-has.

Became a devotee in London, in 1970:

Maharaj was walking down Oxford Street and he saw a group of Hare Krishna devotees
chanting and dancing in the busy street area. He was attracted and enduired from them what they
were doing. They invited him to their ISKCON temple (at Bury Place then).

At the temple, he heard a young Furopean Vaisnava (Hare Krishna devotee), named Sriman
Hare Krishna Das, preaching the philosophy of Srimad Bhagavaiani very knowledgeably. Inipressed,
Maharaj asked, “ I am Indian, born in a Vaisnava family, but I don’t know all these things. How do
you know? ” The devotee replied, ¢ Very simple - everything is in Srila Prabhupada’s books.”



From then on, Maharaj started going regularly to ISKCON’s Bhaktivedanta Manor in the
outskirts of London, spendmg 3 to 4 hours almost daily in the temple library. He became absorbed in
reading Srila Prabhupada’s books because at long last he was getting deeply satisfying, realized and
authoritative answers to all his childhood queries.

First meeting with Srila Prabhupada, in 1975

Maharaj first met with Srila Prabhupada (ISKCON’s saintly “founder-~acarya’, pure devotee of
Lord Krishna, and dynamic worldwide missionary) when Maharaj was president of his London
Gujarati Community Society. Maharaj invited Srila Prabhupada to be guest-of-honour at the society’s
annual function.

At the function, Maharaj attentively heard Srila Prabhupada’s lecture and this marked the
turning point in Maharaj’s life. (In that lecture, Srila Prabhupada had preached to the effect that :
Whenever we meet our friends, we ask them how their business is, how their family is etc., but this
he said was a waste of time. If really we cared about our friends, then when we meet them we
should ask them how far they have progressed, since last we met, in the matter of stopping their
cycle of repetition of birth and death, transmigrating from one body to another). Srila Prabhupada’s
powerful and pure preaching really touched Maharaj’s heart and awakened his self~realization. He
realised that thus far, he had done nothing really to see to his own spiritual elevation and to stop the
repetition of birth and death. So he immediately became very serious about spiritual life and began
practising the Vaisnava dharma (Bhagawat Dharma) as a householder (grhastha), seriously reading
Bhagavad Gita, Srimad Bhagavatam and Caitanya Carifamria, and chanting Hare Krishna maha
manira.

In the years to come, he continued regular visits to the Manor (London countryside) and the
Hare Krishna temple in %he city (at Bury Place, and later at Soho Street), hearing lectures, kirfar,
making friends with devotees, helping out wheze possible.

19753 Darshan with Srila Prabhupada:

Whenever Srila Prabhupada was in London, Maharaj would attend his lectures. In 1973
when Maharaj took darshan of Srila Prabhiupada in his room, he was introduced to Srila Prabhupada
as Sanskrit graduate. Hearing this Srila Prabhupada said, “Oh, you are a Sanskrit scholar? You
should take sannyasa and preach my message of Krishna consciousness for the benefit of mankind.”
Maharaj, absorbed in family affairs at that time, thought this an impractical, impossible proposition.
He continued practising Krishna conciousness in the home as a griastha, always depending on Lord
Krishna and sincerely reading Srila Prabhupada’s books.

Slowly, as the years passed, his children grew up, were educated, married and settled down
in their own homes. “By Lord Krishna's grace, slowly the path became clear to me. | did not run
away from my duties ~ I settled all my family affairs responsibly and the Lord made all the
arrangements.”

Taking Vanaprastha, 1980:

Soon after the family duties were over, aged 55, Maharaj took the vanaprastha order (Retired
order of life in the Vedic social system). He took up residence as a full~time devotee at the ISKCON
Soho Street temple of Sri~Sri Radha-Londonishvara and donned the saffron dhoti and kuria of a
vanachari. He engaged in temple worship and began deeply studying Srila Prabhupada’s
commentaries on Fhagavad Gita, Srimad Bhagavatam and Cailanya Carifamria. (During these years,
he summarized Srila Prabhupada’s first nine Cantos of Bhggavaiam commentaries into six detailed

notebooks).



]

Diksa in 1981:

Maharaj took formal initiation into ISKCON from his Holiness Jaya Tirtha Swami Mahawg,
who was then GBC (ISKCON’s central Governing Body Commissioner) for London, and received the
name ¢ Mahavisnu Das Vanachari’.

In 1989, Maharaj shifted from the ceniral London Soho Street temple to the countryside
manor. He continued preaching, counselling devotees, families and life members, and especially
studied Srimad Bhagavatam. In 1990, the devotees, especially Soho Street temple’s president, His
Grace Bhagawat Asraya das, forced’ Maharaj to take sannyasa.

Sannyasa in April 1991:

After a formal probationary sanzyasa period of one year, on Nrsimha Caturthi, at the
Bhaktivedanta Manor, Maharaj formally received second initiation and, simultaneously, initiation
into the order of sannyasa (the renounced order of life in the Vedic social system) from his Holiness
Sivaram Swami Maharaj, who is the chairman of ISKCON’s GBC (Governing Body Commission). He
was awarded the title ‘His Holiness Maha Vishnu Goswami, Tridandi Sannyasi’.

New Dufies:

“Sannyasa is meant for travelling and pzeaching Srila Prabhupada had taught: “The
Sannyasis ave ISKCON’s Travelling Policemen”. Ever since Mahamj took sannyasa, between April
1991 and August 1995, Maharaj has tirelessly completed 5 world preaching tours, inspiring
devotees from all walks of life wherever he goes: He preaches in ISKCON’s world wide centres , in
the homes of devofees, in colleges and universities and at festivals (e.g. at the 1994 and 1995 Pdﬁdzi’!
festivals held at Chowpatty Beach and Cross Maidan respectively following the Hare Krishna Ratha
Yatra parades through Bombay). Maharaj has also conducted several thoroughly successful ISKCON
Bhagawat Sapta-ha programs, lecturing for up to six hours daily on the Bhggavatam for seven
continuous days before a thoroughly captivated (“mesmerized” to quote H.H. Gopal Krishna
Maharaj) audiences: September 1993 at Borivali, ISKCON Bombay; February 1993, 1994,
1995,1996 at Gurusaday Road Pandal, ISKCON Calcutta; Sri Krishna Janmashtami 1995, ISKCON
Vrndavan Pandal.

Dwaraka Dham:

Maharaj has been visiting Dwaraka with the intenfion of establishing Srila Prabhupada's
missionary activities there. While in ISKCON Surat for presiding over the Gaura Purnima festival
celebrations in March 1996, Maharaj met ISKCON's Regional Secretary for Gujarat, His Grace
Yasomatinandana Das Prabhu who was visiting from Ahmedabad. Yasomatinandana Das Prabhu
told Maharaj that a life member of ISKCON in Delhi (Mr Pratyush Bhartia) had been frying to donate
a running guest house which he had established in memory of his late mother in Dwaraka to
ISKCON for the past two years but there was no one to take responsibility for it. He asked if Mahara;j
would like to establish a centre for ISKCON there.

It appears somehow Lord Krishna understood Maharaj's desire....of course Maharaj gladly
accepted the golden offer. Mahara) again visited Dwaraka after Gaura Purnima with
Yasomatinandana Das Prabhu and it turned out that the guest house is one of the most well-known
establishments in the Dham, and is situated only two minutes walk from the main ancient temple of
Lord Sri Dwarakadish, on ’the banks of the beautiful Gomati river, just where it meets the ocean.

Initially, there was some difficulty in gaining possession from the previous occupants, but
Yasomatinandana Das Prabhu was not one to let a donation to Srila Prabhupada's mission go astray
easily. The lawyer said the property is easily worth Rs 25 lakhs or morel The pzom;i\ came to
ISKCON's possession on 1 May 96. Maharaj accepted the appointment of Chairman of the Managing
Committee of the new branch, ISKCON Dwaraka.



Actually, since February 1994, we were fortunate to become aware that Maharaj was having
a desire to establish a beautiful temple & seva (devotional service) for Their Lordships Sri-Sri~Radha-
Krishna. Shortly after this, it so happened that a neighbour of his disciple (unknowingly) presented a
gift of a pair of brass Radha-Krishna deities which he had purchased in Dwaraka on his first trip
there in 10 years! Maharaj took this as an indication of the Lord's sanction for his desire to reach in
Dwaraka. :

Maharaj had never visited Dwaraka before February 96, but the events that led to the
peautiful guesthouse & ISKCON centre being established in just no time was very wonderful to
behold for Maharaj's disciples who were fortunate enough to witness the whole chain of events.

Maharaj has wonderful dreams for establishing a huge Vaisnava city with a "grandest temple
in the world" dedicated to spreading the chanting of the holy names of Lord Sri Krishna; Hare
Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna Hare Hare, Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare,
following in the footsteps of Srila Prabhupada. Maharaj also plans to establish a "Bhagavat Bhuvan"
puilding at least 9 storeys tall in which the scenes & teachings of Srimad Bhagavaiam will be
depicted using the most modern multi-media & robotics displays so that the masses who throng daily
to Dwaraka by the tens of thousands will be able to gain some insight into the teachings of the king
of Scriptures & its relevance to their daily lives.

So far there has been indication on the part of the district collector of Jamnagar District to
give ISKCON a big piece of land, starting with 40-50 acres for development. Up to 500 acres could
be allotted for the establishment of a proposed "New Dwaraka City". Also, 30km away on the island
called Bet Dwaraka, where there is a second deity & temple of Lord Dwarakadish, the trustees are
begging ISKCON fo take & develop as much land as possible for there is an imbalance in population
on the Holy island now (80% are Muslim fishermen). There are hopes of starting a direct hovercraft
service from mainland Dwaraka to Bet, Dwaraka and on to Kacch, & also the proposal to build a
bridge linking the island to the mainland at port Okha. All these ideas are at planning stage now.
"Man proposes, God disposes” Srila Prabhupada has taught!

Presently:

Maharaj will continue to travel and preach vigorously, especially doing Bhagawat Sapta-ha
programs, “Because the educated portion of society must come to understand and study Srila
Prabhupada’s Bhagavatam in order to resuscitate today’s dying Sanatana Dharma, which alone can
save the world from unlimited misery.”

Maharaj will keep his base in the Holy Dham of Sri Dwaraka, & devotees all over the world
will be happy to know that they may now be able to take Maharaj's divine association conveniently &
regularly in the ashram LORD KRISHNA has kindly bestowed Maharaj in the Holy Dham of Sri
Dwaraka (see SB 1:10:27 regarding glories of Sri Dwaraka Dham; also see Krishna Book, very last
chapter, first 2 paragraphs).

May we zll join hands in participating to help fulfill this pure desire of Maharaj, whose love
& humility coupled with his profound wisdom & realization, have brought so many fallen souls
nearer the lotus feet of the Lord.

ISKCON DWARAKA YATRA K1 I 1!
SRI-SR] RUKH I -DWARAKADLSH K1.... JAL!

CONTACT ADDRESS:
ISKCON Bharatiya Bhavan
Sri Dwaraka Dham
DST: Jamnagar
361335 - Gujarat
INDIA




SRI GURU-VANDANA

Sriguru-carana-padma, Kevala-bhafati-sedma,
bando miui savadhana mate
Jaliare prasade bhas, € bhaoe (oriya iz
Krsna praptt oy jaha fa te

guru-mikfia-padna vakya, cittete Koriya aikya
a7 11a Koriho wiane asa
STIJUTH-CATATIE THEL, EL SE UELAma 7t
e prasade pure sarda asa

caffiu-dan dilo jei, janme jannie prabfii se;
diya-jran hrde profasito
prema-bhafll jaka foite, avidya vinasa jite,
DEde gy Jafare carito

sriguri faruna sindlin, adlkana jzrarn bandliy
lofprath lofera jivena
/22 iz prabfiu Koro doya, defio more pada-chays,
ebe jasa ghusuf iriblnvana

Translation:

The lotus feet of our spiritual master are the only way by which we can attain pure
devotional service. I bow to his lotus feet with great awe and reverence. By his grace
one can cross the ocean of material suffering and obtain the mercy of Krishna.

My only wish is to have my consciousness purified by the words emaﬁdung from his
lotus mouth. Attachment to his lotus feet is the per fection that fulfills all desires.

He opens my darkened eyes and fills my heart with franscendental knowledge. He is
my Lord birth after birth. From him ecstatic prema emanates; by him ignorance is
destroyed. The Vedic scriptures sing of his character.

Qur Spiritual Master is the ocean of mercy, the friend of the poor, and the lord and
master of the devotees. O master! Be merciful unto me. Give me the shade of your
lotus feet. Your {ame is spread all over the three worlds.
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SanSara-davarnala-lidha-loka-
(TR aYa ATy -4 g Ranat oo
DIapLasya @z@gfmgzzfmmwf@gg
Darde JUroh Siv-Caranaravinadan

Translation:

The spiritual masier is receiving benediction from the ocean of merc
st as a cloud ;w@urs water on a forest fire to extinguish it, so
siritual master delivers the matem& Iy afflicted world by extinguishin

¢ blazing fire of material existence. I offer my resp rectful obeisances

Pt

unto the lotus feet of such a spiril ual master, who is an ocean o

auspicious qualits
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afapTaPRON KITIa/a-Tirtya-4it -
VAL LT -1 Y277 - TIE70050 TASET

TOIATEA-REIpasTit-Laramga-5la)o
DATIEE JUTOH 571-C T araravind ary

Translation:

Chanting the holy name, dancing in ecstasy, singing, and pl&\gé% V,
musical instruments, the spiritual master is always wladdened by the
sankirtana movement of Lord Caitanya Maha~prabhu. Because he is
relishing the mellows of pure devotion within his mind, sometimes hi

hair stands on end, he feels quivering in his body? and tears flow f om
his eyes like waves. 1 offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus fect
of such a spiritual master.




STL- DG afaT aa i a-TELE Y A -THITIET -
R Ly
yuktasya bhakians ca niyunato pr
Darnde gurok S7i-Caranaraindan

Translation:
Ihe spiritual master is always engaged in the temple worship of §
Radha and Kris?zz”a{é, He also engages his disciples in such worship
dress the Deities in beautiful clothes & ornaments. clean Their te
and perform other similar worship of the Lord. ]

obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual mastc




Latur-Didha-Sri-blagarat-prasada-
STadD-ARNA-ETpLan fari-bhafia-sanghon
(rivaton trptim bliajatal sadaiva
Dande gurofh Sri-Caranaraoiiilan

Translation:
The spiritual master is always offering Krishna four kinds of delicic
food (analyzed as that which is licked, chewed, drunk and sucked).
When the spiritual master sees that the devotees are satisfied by eati
bhagavat-prasada, he is satisfied. [ offer my respectiul obeisances unto
the lotus feet of such a spiritual master.
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STL-TadRIRa- 1110 EOayor 4paTe-
BTy -l iR a-TUPa- 11T AT
prati-Rsanasvadana-lolupasya
Dande guroli s71-Caranaraviz

&

£

1t

Translation:

The spiritual master is always cager to hear and chant aboul
unlimited conjugal pastimes of Radhika and Madhava, and
qualities, namcs and forms. The spiritual master aspires to relish th
at every moment. I offer my respectful obeisances 1nto the lotus fec!
such a spiritual master.




nifunga-yurno rati-Kel-sidaiyal
oy yalibhir yuktir apefsaniya

tatrati-dafsyad ati-vallablizsya
Dande FuTON STI-Caranaravindan

Translation:

]

The spiritual master is very dear, because he is cxpert in assist
gopis, who at different times make different tasteful arrangem




7

safsad-dharitvena samasta-sasrar
uftas tatha blhaoyata eo sadbii
fintu prabhior yaf priga eva Lasya
DERLE JULTON STI-CATRRaTaTiTdan

Translation.:
The spiritual master is to be honoured as much as the Supreme Lord,
because he is the most confidential servitor of the Lord. This 1S
acknowledgcd in all revealed scriptures and followed by all authorities.
Therefore | offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a

spiritual master, who is a bona fide representative of Sri Hari (Krishna).



yasya prasadod bRagavat-prisado
yasyaprasadan na gatii Kito  pr
2fyayan Stnvans [25ya yasas Lri-sandhyan
DATILE JUTOS STI-Caranarasiydan

Translation:
By the mercy of the spiritual master one receives the benediction of
Krishna. Without the grace of the spiritual master, one cannoi make
any advanccment. Therefore, | should always remember and praise the
spiritual master. At least three times a day I should offer my respectful
obeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual master.







