
E n f o r c e m e n t

The timeline below summarizes OCR enforcement in 2014 of the Health Insurance Porta-

bility and Accountability Act, the Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical

Health Act and their implementing regulations.

HIPAA Enforcement—High in 2014—Is an Area to Watch

The Department of Health and Human Services Office for Civil Rights entered into settlement agreements 
with seven HIPAA-covered entities in 2014, the greatest number of HIPAA settlements for OCR in any 
calendar year. OCR has been increasingly vocal about HIPAA enforcement as an agency priority, and its 
pipeline of active investigations has likely increased in recent months in response to the lower breach 
reporting threshold adopted in the final HIPAA Omnibus regulations. Despite a notable turnover in top-level 
HIPAA staff at OCR, enforcement will continue to be an agency priority in the years to come.

Source: McDermott Will & Emery Privacy and Data Protection 2014 Year in Review A BNA Graphic/pvlr23g1
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Anchorage Community  
Mental Health Services
aggreeeed to pay $150,000 and entered 
into a ccoro rective action plan to settle 
alleged vivioolations of HIPAA’s security rule.

DECEMBER 2, 2014

Parkview Health 
System Inc.
aaaggaaaaaaaaaa rreeded ttooo papaaayy $80000,000000 
aaannana ddd enteterereddd iinto a 
coorrrreectitivevee accctction plan  
tooo ssseette tle e alalleel geedddd vviolations of 
HIHIIPAPAPAAAA prprivvaacy ststaandardds.

JUNE 17, 2014

QCA Health Plan Inc.
aagrereedd to a $2$ 500000,0,0,0,000,0,00000000000000000 ppppppppayayyyayyayayayayymementnt andddd 
enenntetereed intotooo a cooorororororooo rerererererreerectctctctctctcctcc iivivivivivive eeeeeee acctitioononn 
pplplpp anan inn settleemmemm nt ooooooooooffff f f f f aaaaaaalllllllllllllegegegegeeggededddedededed HHHIPPAAAA 
prprprivivaccaa y y and seecccuc rity vvvvvioioioioioolalalalaatititititit ononnonononssssss.s.s.

APRIL 14, 2014

New York-Presbyterian Hospital
agagaggreeeeded tto o ppay $3.3 million andndd  
enenenenenenenenenneee tttttttetetett rererr d inintto a corrective actioonn ppplalaannn
aaaaanaaaaaanaanaaa dddd

Columbia University
agrreed to pappay $1.5 mmmmillliliionon aannnddd  
enentered innntooto a ccccooororrerectctctiivivvee acactitiooonn ppllaaannnnn
to settle allleeged HIHIHIHIPPAPAAA A A pprprivivacacacyy y y anannddd sesecucucucuriririritytytytyty rrululeee
violations. OOCCCRR sasasaidid tthhee ccoomombibibineeddd $$$$4$4$4444 888.88 mmililllilionnnnn 
paymennt t t iisiss ttttthhheheeh lllararargegeg sst eeevveveerrr r unuunununddededederrr r HHHHIIPAPAPAPAAA.AA

MAY 7, 2014

Concentra Health Services
aggreeeded too pay appppproximatellly yy $1$1$11.77777 miiililililiiliii lilililiionononononnnnononononononoono  
annd enenterred intotoot  a corrective acccctttiit on plann 
too setettlee alleeged HIIPAA A prpprprprprrpprriviiivvivivacacacccaccaacacyyyyyyyy yyy anaanananaaaaa dd seeeccuuurity 
ruule vvioolatioons.

APRIL 21, 2014

Skagit County, Washington 
aggggrreeeded ttoooo ppppaaay y $2$2151551 000,000000 aannd 
ennenteteteeterereeer ddd iiinnnnnttttooo a ccororreeecttivive e acactttion plan 
tototo ssseettee ttltllee e aalalalllleleleeeeggggagaag ttionss iitt vvvioollated HIHIPAPAAAAA A prrprprivivivacacy,y  
sesecucuuuriitytyty aaaaannndnddndnnd dddatataa bbbreach regulatioonnsnsn .

MARCH 6, 2014
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