Diversity is not about how we differ.
Diversity is about embracing one another's uniqueness.
It is known that diversity can drive innovation and creativity and research confirms that diversity is a valuable
resource for innovation. A University of Chicago professor conducted an empirical study indicating that
people with more diverse sources of information generate consistently better ideas.
The Rajani Clinic Training Project is beginning to develop tools and resources for management and tracking
clinic referrals that are on wait lists. These could assist with reducing wait times as well as providing
recommendations and considerations when clinics develop wait list policy and process. To begin this project,
a targeted focus group, representing different regions of the province, will bring critical perspectives to the
topic of how clinics can optimally manage current and future wait lists. Over the next month or so, a
representative from the focus group may contact you for your input on important factors to consider
regarding wait list process, management and tracking tools, as well as information on the client tracking
process you currently use.
A diversity of backgrounds and experiences are represented on FASD clinics throughout Alberta (professional
experience, regional diversity to name a few). When looking at clinic process and ways to improve practice,
the diversity of viewpoints and perspectives brings innovation, creativity and cultural appreciation to a
challenging topic—such as wait list management. As always, your feedback is appreciated.
As the Christmas season approaches, take time to reflect on your accomplishments, goals and successes.
Also take time to seek out and embrace diversity of views in the work you do. When research, best practice,
and expertise in this field advance and develop, so do solutions that can assist with challenges clinics may
encounter.
As always, the engagement and commitment of clinics is appreciated and valued. Please send questions or
information to clinictraining@lcfasd.com

Merry Christmas!
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Ask A Clinician?
Speech Language Pathology
Submitted by: Suchi Jobanputra, Speech Language Pathologist,

What does an SLP assessment look like when it is conducted as part of an FASD
diagnostic clinic? How may this differ from a community/school SLP assessment?
As part of the FASD diagnostic process, the SLP uses assessments to determine the child’s level of
functioning in the cognitive domain of language. To assess core language skills, a formal assessment of
language is administered (e.g., the Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals - preschool or schoolage format). Additionally, the SLP can administer other tests and informal measures that support the
diagnostic team in determining whether there is an impairment in two other cognitive domains 1)
executive function, and 2) adaptive behavior, social skills, or social communication.
The children who come through the clinic for FASD diagnosis may have previously received speechlanguage assessment or intervention. The type of assessment completed by the school or community SLP
varies depending on several factors including concerns noted by the school/family and the assessments
available to the SLP. Assessment may include (but is not limited to): a parent interview, hearing
screening, screening of oral structures and functions related to speech, formal speech sound
assessment, formal language assessment, and other informal measures such as conversation sample,
language probes, etc.
Assessments completed previously by the community or school SLP can be helpful during the FASD
diagnostic process. If a formal language assessment such as the Clinical Evaluation of Language
Fundamentals has already been completed within the past 6 months, the results can be considered a
valid reflection of the child’s current functioning in the domain of language. Therefore, these results can
be used to contribute to a diagnosis of FASD. If this part of the SLP assessment has been recently
completed, it allows for the FASD team SLP to spend more time assessing other areas possibly affected
such as higher-level language skills and social skills.

In what ways do the SLP and psychologist collaborate to assess different cognitive
domains?
The psychologist’s assessment covers several domains, including 1) executive functioning, and 2)
adaptive behavior, social skills, or social communication. The SLP is also able to provide information on
functioning within these domains by administering certain tests such as the Test of Problem Solving (TOPS
3, TOPS 2), which assesses language-based critical thinking skills related to executive functioning, and the
Social Language Development Test (SLDT E, SLDT A), which assesses social communication skills. The
results from these assessments can be used to help determine whether there is significant impairment in
their respective domain. The psychologist’s academic and intellectual functioning assessments may also
provide information about the domain of language. For example, the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for
Children – 5th Edition includes a Verbal Comprehension Index, and the Wechsler Individual Achievement
Test-3rd Edition includes subtests on listening comprehension, oral expression, and reading
comprehension. By working together and consolidating their findings, the psychologist and SLP are able
to comprehensively assess the targeted domains.
Suchi Jobanputra has been working as a pediatric speech-language pathologist (SLP) since 2011.
Currently, she works as a school-based SLP in Edmonton, and contributes to two FASD diagnostic teams:
the Northwest Central Alberta FASD Network and
the Wapski Mahikan Society Complex Needs Diagnostic Clinic.

News

November 21, 2018
The Canada FASD Research Network and the FASD Research
Australia Centre of Research Excellence signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) to enhance research into the prevention,
diagnosis and intervention of FASD.
FASD occurs in all sectors of society, across all nations. The Canada-Australia
FASD Research Network MOU provides the basis for our work with Australia, and
we look forward to progressing our united work in the area of FASD research.
- Dr. Nancy Poole, Prevention Lead, CanFASD
left- Audrey McFarlane signing the MOU at the Australasian FASD Conference, Perth,
Australia

November 29, 2018
Dr. Leigh Wincott & Dr. Gail Andrew, Pediatricians, and
Brent Symes, Ph.D., Registered Psychologist, delivered
a one day training session for CASA Child Adolescent
and Family Mental Health, Edmonton.
CASA is piloting an FASD assessment and dx clinic.

Christmas Carnival
December 1, 2018
The South AB FASD network hosted the 4th Annual Christmas Carnival. This day is for
families/caregivers and others who are caring for individuals with FASD, and for
parents/caregivers who are diagnosed or suspected of having FASD. The Grinch was
also present, having his picture taken with eager “little faces”.
The Network relies on corporate sponsorship and private donations to sponsor this
event, which had more than 400 people attended. Community agencies provided
crafts, games and activities for the attendees. Service clubs, such as the Rotary, also
supported the Carnival with financial assistance. This year, more than $15,000.00 was
raised; with donations of gift certificates, gift baskets, toys and food local businesses
and the City of Lethbridge and YMCA (swim, skating passes).
More than 65 volunteers gave their time and resources
to make this a successful afternoon!

‘tis the season for change...
Northwest Peace FASD Network

Prairie Central FASD Network

The
Northwest
(NW)
Peace FASD Network
has transitioned, moving
as of October 1st, 2018
to a new location. The
NW
Peace
FASD
Network
previously
partnered with the City of Grande Prairie, who
acted as a banking administrator to the
Network. This successful partnership was in place
for over eight years. Now, in reflection of
changes, the NW FASD Network this Program has
become a society.

Belated welcome to Karen Bovencamp–
Manning, who started in June, 2018, as the
interim Executive Director for Prairie Central FASD
Association while Stacy Graff is on maternity
leave.

The Network is a community-based partnership
that supports and provides services to individuals
and caregivers, including the Parent Child
Assistant Programs (PCAP); a mobile FASD Dx
Clinic, which accepts referrals for children, youth
and adults in Grande Prairie, High Prairie, Peace
River and Grande Cache.
This FASD team will continue to contract with
agencies and maintain staff with the same roles.
As a society, governed by a leadership board,
the network is now housed in a new location in
Grande Prairie.

North East
(NEAFAN)

Fetal

Alcohol

Network

Best Wishes to Marguerite Fitzpatrick, clinic
coordinator for NEAFAN, who begins her
maternity leave in December. Welcome to Kerri
Power who is replacing Marguerite during her
mat leave.

Karen holds a degree in Human Services, and is
completing a post-baccalaureate certificate in
Human Resources. Her background is in Adult
Education and the Human Services field.

Central Alberta FASD Network
Julie Nanson joined the Central Alberta FASD
Network on October 18, 2018 as the new
Executive Director, replacing Betty Lou Benson
who retired after ten years.
Julie relocated back to Red Deer after working
in the U.S. and other provinces in Canada. She
brings twenty-five years of experience working in
the human services field, specializing in nonprofit leadership in the areas of addictions,
mental health and disability related care. Julie is
a firm believer in person-centered care and
empowering individuals to choose their own
healing path and is passionate about building
capacity in communities to strive towards
supporting those with FASD and their caregivers.

South Alberta FASD Network
Debbie Deaks and Brenda Burton are co
coordinators for the South Alberta FASD network,
replacing Hazel Mitchell when she retired.
Debbie had been a past chair of the network.
Upon retiring from Alberta Education, Debbie
assumed
the
responsibilities
of
network
coordination, with Hazel Mitchell, and the role of
Prevention Conversation Facilitator.

1 bottle cranberry juice
1 C orange juice & ruby red grapefruit juice
1/2 C sugar
2 C ginger ale
In a pitcher, combine cranberry, orange & grapefruit
juices with sugar. Stir & cover.
Refrigerate until chilled.
Prior to serving, gently stir in ginger ale.
Serve over crushed ice.
Garnish with orange/grapefruit slice or fresh/frozen
cranberries.

Taste of Home

links & such
CanFASD Diagnostic Tool
Announcing the link to a new app from CAN FASD research network: -a point-of-care tool to support
diagnosis of FASD - This app is based on the 2015 diagnostic guidelines and is meant to be a support tool
in the diagnostic process. The app has been accepted by Apple and is now available for download . It
will be free for the first few months to ensure there are no glitches and then a small fee will be charged

Update
Assessing for FASD: A Survey of Measures used in Alberta, Canada
This paper is now in the process of being published. The goal of the survey was to better understand what
measures are used to evaluate brain function in FASD assessment in Alberta. 19 clinics responded to the
survey which provided interesting results:
*Many of the commonly reported measures align with those suggested in the 2015 Diagnostic Guideline
*There was substantial overlap of measures reported across clinics.
Thanks to all of the clinicians who completed the survey!

Reminder
Assessing for FASD:
A National Survey of Assessment Measures Used by FASD Clinics in Canada
Thank you clinic coordinators who forwarded this survey to your team clinicians. We’ve received many
responses, but would like all clinics to have the opportunity to be entered into the prize draw (see below).
This is a reminder to ask your clinicians (physicians, psychologists, speech language therapists, occupational
therapists), if they could complete this survey on the testing measures used by FASD clinicians who
complete the brain based assessments for your clinic. The on-line survey should take approximately 15
minutes or less to complete.
The original survey was emailed to you on October 24, 2018. If you have questions, or have not received
the survey, please email Amber Bell, canfasd@canfasd.ca and she will resend.
We are asking clinics to respond by Tuesday, January 15, 2019.
All participating clinics will be entered into a raffle draw for one paid conference registration fee to the
8th International Conference on Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder, March 6-9, 2019, in Vancouver, BC,
valued at approximately $700.

Connections Conference
April 10, 2019 @ Ross Glen Hall, Mount Royal University, Calgary, AB
CCVO’s Connections Conference is an annual event that brings together over 300 professionals, leaders,
and changemakers from Alberta’s non-profit, business and government sectors for a day of learning and
dialogue to turn ideas into actions. This 8th annual event is dedicated to sharing innovative best practices
and thought leadership that inspires action to tackle complex problems from a systems perspective.

FASD Assessment & Diagnostic Clinic
Contact List
Updated: December 2018
C| Child Clinic
Cumulative Risk Diagnostic Clinic [C]
Child Development Centre
Alberta Children’s Hospital
2888 Shaganappi Trail NW
Calgary, AB T3B 6A8
[P] 403.955.5878
Coordinator: Bernadette Jesse
Bernadette.Jesse@ahs.ca
MediGene Services, FAS Diagnostic Clinic C|A
Foothills Professional Building
Suite 110, 1620-29th Street NW
Calgary, AB T2N 4L7
[P] 403.571.0450
Program Manager: Suzanne Johnson
medigen@telus.net
Central Alberta OBD Triage Clinic C|A

#206-33 McKenzie Crescent
Red Deer County, AB T4S 2H4
Phone: 403-342-7499, ext. 2
Diagnostic Services Coordinator: Vicki Scott
vscott@fasdca.ca
Lakeland Centre for FASD C|A
P.O. Box 479
Cold Lake, AB T9M 1P3
[P] 780.594.9905
Diagnostic Services Manager: San Downs
sdowns@lcfasd.com
Pediatric FASD Clinical Services [C]
Glenrose Rehabilitation Hospital
10230-111 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5G 0B7
[P] 780.735.8278
Coordinator: Diane Plouffe
Diane.plouffe@ahs.ca
Glenrose Adult FASD Assessment Clinic [A]
Glenrose Rehabilitation Hospital
10230-111 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5G 0B7
[P] 780.735.6166
Coordinator: Bernadene Mallon
Bernie.Mallon@ahs.ca

A| Adult Clinic
Canadian FASD Diagnostic & Training Centre C|A
316 Kingsway Garden Mall NW
Edmonton, AB T5G 3A6
[P] 780.471.1860
Coordinator: Morgan Dumville
info@dvmassey.com
Centrepoint Young Offender Program [C]
Suite 701, 10242-105 Street
Edmonton, AB T5J 3L5
[P] 780.428.4524 ext. 227
Social Worker: Roxanne Pereira
Roxanne.Pereira@ahs.ca
Northwest Primary Care Network [C]
Children and Youth FASD Diagnostic Clinic
Northwest Primary Care Network
11202-100 Avenue
High Level, AB T0H 1Z0
[P] 780.841.3253
Social Worker/Coordinator:
Cheryl Cunningham-Burns
Cheryl.Cunningham-Burns@ahs.ca
Northwest Regional FASD Society
Mackenzie Network [A]
Box 3668
High Level, AB T0H 1Z0
[P] 780.926.3375
Coordinator: April Hooka-Nooza
clinic.fasdsociety@telus.net
Alberta Health Services/NEAFAN C|A
600 Signal Road
Fort McMurray, AB T9H 3Z4
[P] 780.750.6678
Diagnostic Assessment and Clinic Lead:
Kerri Power
kerri.power@ahs.ca
NW Peace FASD Diagnostic Clinic C| A
#204, 9805-97 Street
Grande Prairie, AB T8V 8B9
[P] 780.533.5444
Clinic Coordinator: Jen Duperron-Trydal
Jen@nwfasd.ca

If there are changes to your clinic contacts (address, ph. number, coordinator changes), please email clinictraining@lcfasd.com
This clinic contact list is maintained and updated, and is in each Links newsletter. It is frequently sent to AB government stakeholders,
CMC, upon request to research and other projects, such as the common data form project. Having your correct information is important to us.
Please check your clinic contact information in this issue. Thanks!

FASD Assessment & Diagnostic Clinic
Contact List
Updated: December 2108
C| Child Clinic
Northern Association for FASD C|A
P.O. Box 3334
Lower Level, 5001-49th Street
High Prairie, AB T0G 1E0
[P] 780.523.3699
Coordinator: Charlene McLay
nafasd@telus.net
North West Central FASD C|A
Assessment & Diagnostic Team
Box 5389
Westlock, AB T7P 2P5
[P] 780.284.3415
Coordinator: Sharon Pearcey
sharonp@nwcfasd.ca
Pediatric Specialty Clinic [C]
Children’s Rehabilitation Services-Central Zone
#300 Professional Centre
5015-50 Avenue
Camrose, AB T4V 3P7
[P] 780.608.8622
Coordinator: Lorraine McPhee
Lorraine.McPhee@ahs.ca
Siksika FASD Clinic [C]
Box 1130 Siksika, AB T0J 3W0
[P] 403.734.5687
Coordinator: Vanessa Buckskin
vanessab@siksikahealth.com
Prairie Central FASD Clinical Services [A]
4838-49th Street
Camrose, AB T4V 1N2
[P] 587.386.0186
Amanda Lindholm
a.lindholm@prairiecentralfasd.ca
Complex Needs Diagnostic Clinic [C]
Wapski Mahikan Society, Alexander First Nation
Box 3479
Morinville, AB T8R 1S3
[P] 780.853.7723
Diagnostic Coordinator: Amber Bell
adbell@ualberta.ca

A| Adult Clinic
FASD Assessment and Support Services C|A
Bridges Family Programs
477 Third Street SE
Medicine Hat, AB T1A 0G8
[P] 403.526.7473
Coordinator:
Rebecca Robertson
rrobertson.bridges@memlane.com

Connie Edler cedler.bridges@memlane.com
Lethbridge Family Services-DaCapo Services C|A
FASD Assessment & Diagnostic Clinic
1107-2nd “A” Ave. N.
Lethbridge, AB T1H 0E6
[P] 403.320.9119
Children Coordinators:
Jennifer Vanderkooij, jvanderkooij@lfsfamily.ca
Adult Coordinator:
Krista Tittlemier Ktittlemier@lfsfamily.ca
Alberta Hospital Edmonton
Turning Point Program [12-21yrs]
17480 Fort Road, Box 307
Edmonton, AB
T5J 2J7
[P] 780.342.5002
Sherry Muscat, Registered Psychologist
sherry.muscat@ahs.ca
Foothills FASD Assessment & Diagnostic Clinic C|A
Box 5146
101, 520 Macleod Trail
High River, AB
T1V 1M3
[P] 403.652.4776
Contact: Kathy Lambourn
Kathy.lambourn@foothillsfas.com

Thanks to
for their support

Our strength will grow through community

