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Explore! Life as a Dog 
 

Original Air Date:  January 22, 2014 

Grade Levels: 3-6 

 

Program Description: 

 

For this episode of Explore! we focus on the lives of our canine friends and ask the big picture question,  

“How can we better understand our own senses by comparing them to how a dog experiences the world?”  

Through the course of this energetic and interactive cross-curricular half hour program, students get a 

chance to answer that question for themselves as they meet a dog named Radar, interact with a veterinarian, 

and explore the world as a dog experiences it. 

 

Students meet and interact with Radar, a four-year-old terrier mix and with Dr. Ed Migneco, 

veterinarian at Hillside Animal Hospital in St. Louis, Missouri.  They’ll discover fascinating facts 

about a dog’s five senses, and explore what it’s like to hear, see, smell, touch and taste the world 

from a dog’s point of view.  We investigate x-ray machines and learn how they help a veterinarian 

diagnose a dog’s medical condition.  And through it all, we  compare what we learn about dogs to 

a human’s five senses and how we experience the world.   
 

Program Objectives: 

Students will: 

1.  Engage in critical and creative thinking. 

2.  Engage in interactive activities and discussion about the five senses and how human senses compare to 

those of a dog. 

3.  Interact with a veterinarian as they ask questions and learn about his career. 

4.  Develop an answer for themselves to the question:  “How can we better understand our own senses by 

comparing them to how a dog experiences the world?” 

 

Program Format: (Time Codes are provided to help you find specific segments in the program.) 

 

I.  Welcome and Introduction—An overview of the program’s theme and topics will be presented as 

student groups are welcomed to the program. (00:00 to 01:07) 

 

II.  Meet Radar and Dr. Ed—In this segment students are introduced to Radar, a four and a half year old 

terrier mix and to his veterinarian, Dr. Ed Migneco, who joins us for the program. Video, images, factual 

information and vocabulary words related to each topic are integrated throughout the segment.  

A. When Did That Happen? History of the Dog’s Origins (01:08 to 02:49) 

B. Where Is That? Geography of the Dog’s Origins 
 

C. Why You Ask? General Information about Dogs (02:50 to 07:10) 
1. Intelligence level 

2. Trainability 

 

D. What Do You Want to Know? (07:11 to 10:19) 
1. Student questions for Radar 

2. Student questions for Dr. Ed 
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III.  Exploration of a Dog’s Five Senses—In this segment we explore how a dog experiences the world 

through its five senses and compare that to our human senses.  We incorporate our cross-curricular 

questions of “How does that work?” and “Why You Ask?”  Video, images, factual information and 

vocabulary words related to each topic are integrated throughout the segment.  Radar and Dr. Ed will 

continue to join us.   

 

A. Why You Ask?/How Does That Work? A Dog’s Five Senses  
1. Sense of Sight (10:20 to 13:40) 

2. Sense of Touch (13:41 to 14:18) 

3. Sense of Hearing (14:19 to 15:36) 

4. Sense of Taste (15:37 to 16:44) 

5. Sense of Smell (16:45 to 20:23) 

 

B. What Do You Want to Know? (20:24 to 21:07) 
1. Student questions for Radar 

2. Student questions for Dr. Ed 

 

IV.  Who Does That?  The Work of a Veterinarian—In this segment we focus on student questions for 

Dr. Ed that deal with the education, training, and day-to-day life of a veterinarian in his job.  Students will 

see video of Dr. Ed’s veterinary clinic and learn more about the equipment and procedures he uses to take 

care of dogs.  

 

A. How Does That Work? Procedures at a Veterinary Clinic (21:08 to 23:52) 

1. Use of X Ray 

2. Preparing a Dog for Surgery 

3. Importance of Spaying and Neutering Your Pet 

 

B. Why You Ask?/What Do You Want to Know? (23:53 to 24:24) 
1. Student questions for Dr. Ed 

2. Student questions for Radar 

 

V.  Summary and Closing—We summarize the major concepts learned today, say thank you and goodbye. 

(24:25 to 27:25) 

 

Featured National Standards: 

The following Common Core Standards for English/Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social 

Studies, Science and Technical Subjects are referenced in this program: 

 

Grades 3-6 College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading 

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and 

quantitatively, as well as in words. 

 

Grades 3-6 College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and 

collaborate with others. 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, 

demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
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Grades 3-6 College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse 

partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 

quantitatively, and orally. 

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of 

reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. 

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance 

understanding of presentations. 

 

Grades 3-6 College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Language 

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases 

sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; 

demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term 

important to comprehension or expression. 

 

Program-Related Activity Suggestions:  Based on your curriculum, time schedule, and student learning 

needs, consider using each of the activities below either before or after viewing the archive of the program.  

 

1.  Learn More About Dogs and Veterinarians—Use the websites below to give students a chance to 

explore on their own to learn more about dogs and about what a veterinarian does. 

 

http://hillsideah.vetstreet.com/ --Website of Hillside Animal Hospital in St. Louis, Dr. Ed Migneco’s 

veterinary clinic 

http://explorehealthcareers.org/en/Career/26/Veterinarian -- Explore Health Careers website that describes a 

veterinarian’s job, academic requirements and also includes links to other resources related to a career in 

veterinary medicine 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veterinary_physician --Wikipedia page on veterinarians 

http://www.akc.org/ --Website of the American Kennel Club  

http://animal.discovery.com/pets/dogs.htm --Animal Planet website on dogs 

http://dogs.answers.com/ --Answers.com website with lots of information about dogs and links to other 

resources as well 

http://science.howstuffworks.com/zoology/mammals/dog.htm --How Stuff Works web exhibit on dogs, 

including history of the dog, information on traits, breeds, interaction with humans, etc. 

 

 

2.  Student Polls— The purpose of this activity is to provide students the opportunity to conduct a poll of 

their own creation on a subject related to dogs and have the results of that research published on our 

Educate.Today website.  Teacher instructions for the activity are included later in this document.  A student 

worksheet for the activity, Student Tool 19:  Dog Poll Student Worksheet is available on Educate.Today.  If 

you’d like your students poll results to be published on our website, please e-mail us at live@hectv.org and 

we’ll follow up with procedures for publication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://hillsideah.vetstreet.com/
http://explorehealthcareers.org/en/Career/26/Veterinarian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veterinary_physician
http://www.akc.org/
http://animal.discovery.com/pets/dogs.htm
http://dogs.answers.com/
http://science.howstuffworks.com/zoology/mammals/dog.htm
mailto:live@hectv.org
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3.  Tell Us About Your Pet—The purpose of this activity is to provide students the opportunity to write a 

short remembrance, story or essay about a pet of their own, another person’s pet they have known, or to 

create a fictional story about a pet and, if you choose, to have that writing submitted for possible publication 

on our Educate.Today website.  Since our Life as a Dog program included many segments from the 

perspective of a dog, perhaps students would like to write their story from the point of view of a dog they 

knew or create a fictional story utilizing this point of view.  Teacher instructions for the activity are 

included later in this document.  A student worksheet for the activity, Student Tool 20:  Pet Story Student 

Worksheet is available on Educate.Today. If you’d like your students’ writings to be published on our 

website, please e-mail us at live@hectv.org and we’ll follow up with procedures for publication. 

 

Vocabulary: 

The following vocabulary words are highlighted in the program. 

Breed 

Canine 

Gustatory 

Olfactory 

Species 

 

Supplemental Resources: 

Students can learn more about a variety of subjects explored in our program at the websites below. 
 

1.  Dog reactions to oncoming storms:  real or not? 

 

http://www.petplace.com/dogs/how-do-dogs-sense-oncoming-storms/page1.aspx 

http://www.pedigree.com/All-Things-Dog/Article-Library/Dogs-Can-Predict-Storms-Fact-or-Old-Wives-

Tale.aspx 

http://www.examiner.com/article/is-it-possible-that-a-dog-can-sense-an-oncoming-storm-before-it-occurs 

http://www.healthypet.com/PetCare/DogCareArticle.aspx?title=Can_Pets_Predict_the_Weather_Among_Ot

her_Things 

 

2.  Dogs detecting cancer:  real or not? 

 

http://www.dogsdetectcancer.org/ 

http://www.dogsdetectcancer.org/news/can-dogs-smell-cancer 

http://www.cesarsway.com/newsandevents/dognews/Dogs-Detect-Cancer-and-Save-Lives 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/doctor-dogs-being-trained-to-sniff-out-ovarian-cancer/ 

http://www.businessinsider.com/working-dog-center-dogs-can-smell-cancer-2013-8 

 

3.  Dogs detecting seizures:  real or not? 

 

http://abcnews.go.com/Health/story?id=2817039 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2003/04/0416_030416_seizuredogs.html 

http://science.howstuffworks.com/zoology/mammals/dog-predict-seizure.htm 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/sniffing-out-seizures/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:live@hectv.org
http://www.petplace.com/dogs/how-do-dogs-sense-oncoming-storms/page1.aspx
http://www.pedigree.com/All-Things-Dog/Article-Library/Dogs-Can-Predict-Storms-Fact-or-Old-Wives-Tale.aspx
http://www.pedigree.com/All-Things-Dog/Article-Library/Dogs-Can-Predict-Storms-Fact-or-Old-Wives-Tale.aspx
http://www.examiner.com/article/is-it-possible-that-a-dog-can-sense-an-oncoming-storm-before-it-occurs
http://www.healthypet.com/PetCare/DogCareArticle.aspx?title=Can_Pets_Predict_the_Weather_Among_Other_Things
http://www.healthypet.com/PetCare/DogCareArticle.aspx?title=Can_Pets_Predict_the_Weather_Among_Other_Things
http://www.dogsdetectcancer.org/
http://www.dogsdetectcancer.org/news/can-dogs-smell-cancer
http://www.cesarsway.com/newsandevents/dognews/Dogs-Detect-Cancer-and-Save-Lives
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/doctor-dogs-being-trained-to-sniff-out-ovarian-cancer/
http://www.businessinsider.com/working-dog-center-dogs-can-smell-cancer-2013-8
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/story?id=2817039
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2003/04/0416_030416_seizuredogs.html
http://science.howstuffworks.com/zoology/mammals/dog-predict-seizure.htm
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/sniffing-out-seizures/
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4.  How are seeing-eye dogs trained and why are they able to do their job so well? 

 

http://www.seeingeye.org/ 

http://www.guidedogsofamerica.org/1/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guide_dog 

http://science.howstuffworks.com/zoology/mammals/guide-dog5.htm 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EwHQu81kztM 

 

Student Poll Activity 

 

Instructions:  The purpose of this activity is to provide students the opportunity to conduct a poll of their 

own creation on a subject related to dogs and have the results of that research submitted for possible 

publication on our Educate.Today website that accompanies the archived edition of the program.  Student 

Tool 19:  Dog Poll Student Worksheet is available on Educate.Today  and provides some steps to use with 

your students as they consider the topics they want to ask about, the questions they want to ask, how they 

want to ask those questions, and processes for conducting their research and presenting the results of their 

research.  You could choose to have students each conduct an individual poll, work in small groups to 

conduct polls, or create one poll for the class and individually ask people the poll questions to get results for 

the entire class.  You could choose to conduct this cross-curricular activity with just your students or you 

could choose to share the results of your research with our entire viewing audience. 

 

If you’d like us to consider publishing your students’ poll results on our website, please send us a student 

presentation concerning your poll in one of the following formats: 

1. A 90-second to 2-minute video explaining your poll and its results.  This can be sent to us on a 

DVD or uploaded directly to our ftp server.  To let us know which of these methods you’d prefer, 

please e-mail us at live@hectv.org and we’ll respond with the appropriate information. 

2. Create a PowerPoint (or similar software document) that explains your poll and its results.  To learn 

size restrictions and other criteria for the document, please e-mail us at live@hectv.org, and we’ll 

respond with the appropriate information. 

 

To be considered for publication, all submissions must be the work of you and your students only and have 

clear narration and images.  You and your students must have created all elements of the presentation 

yourselves; no elements of the presentation should come from other sources.  Language and images must be 

appropriate for viewing by an audience in grades 3 through 6.  Overall quality for the presentation must 

make it worthy for publication.   

 

When you submit your presentation, be sure to include the following information: 

 

1. Name of School  

2. Teacher Name 

3. Name(s) and Grade Level of Student(s) who created and conducted the poll 

4. Name(s) and Grade Level of Student(s) who are giving the presentation (whether speaking live 

during the program or appear on the video submitted) 

 

Please note that, if selected, the presentation will be published on our Educate.Today website.  All involved 

should be aware that when the video/PowerPoint is submitted for consideration, they are giving permission 

for that publication to occur.  

 

If you have any questions about this activity, please do not hesitate to e-mail us at live@hectv.org or call us 

at HEC-TV at 573 884 6986. 

 

http://www.seeingeye.org/
http://www.guidedogsofamerica.org/1/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guide_dog
http://science.howstuffworks.com/zoology/mammals/guide-dog5.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EwHQu81kztM
mailto:live@hectv.org
mailto:live@hectv.org
mailto:live@hectv.org
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Pet Story Activity 

 

Instructions:  The purpose of this activity is to provide students the opportunity to write a short 

remembrance, story or essay about a pet of their own, another person’s pet they have known, or to create a 

fictional story about a pet and, if you choose, to have that writing submitted for possible publication on our 

Educate.Today website.  Since many elements of the program are told from the perspective of a dog, 

perhaps students would like to write their story or remembrance from the point of a view of a dog they have 

known or create a fictional story using the dog’s point of view.  

 

Student Tool 20:  Pet Story Student Worksheet, available on Educate.Today, provides some steps to use 

with your students as they consider what they want to write about.  Students could do this activity as an in-

class project, a homework assignment, or as an individual enrichment opportunity.  After completing their 

writings, they could share them with each other for peer evaluation and enjoyment and/or publish them in a 

school or classroom setting. 

 

If you’d like us to consider publishing your students’ story on our website, please send it to us in one of the 

following formats: 

3. A 90-second to 2-minute video with your student reading his or her story. This can be sent to us on 

a DVD or uploaded directly to our ftp server.  To let us know which of these methods you’d prefer, 

please e-mail us at live@hectv.org and we’ll respond with the appropriate information. 

4. A PDF document that contains the student’s story.  To learn size restrictions and other criteria for 

the document, please e-mail us at live@hectv.org, and we’ll respond with the appropriate 

information. 

 

To be considered for publication, all submissions must be entirely the work of the student. Language and 

images must be appropriate for viewing by an audience in grades 3 through 6.  Overall quality for the 

presentation must make it worthy for publication.  A jpeg image of the student and/or the dog may be 

included in the PDF version of the story if you choose to submit via that option or be e-mailed separately 

with the submission when you send it.  If you choose to submit a video, we encourage it to include the dog 

or a picture of the dog that inspired the story. 

 

When you submit your student’s writing for consideration, please be sure to include the following 

information for each submission:  

 

5. Name of School  

6. Teacher Name 

7. Name and Grade Level of Student who wrote the story 

8. Title of Story 

9. Name of Pet that Inspired the Story 

 

Please note that, if selected, the presentation will be published on our Educate.Today website.  All involved 

should be aware that when the video/PDF is submitted for consideration, they are giving permission for that 

publication to occur.  

 

If you have any questions about this activity, please do not hesitate to e-mail us at live@hectv.org or call us 

at HEC-TV at 573 884 6986. 
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