
   
 

Teacher Tool 156: Survivor Stories of the Holocaust Guest 
Biographies 

 
Guests for Survivor Stories of the Holocaust 

11:00 a.m. Central Time program 
 

 
George Spooner 

 
George was born in 1928 in Vienna, Austria, a city whose population at the time was 10% Jewish.  George 
will share stories of what it was like to be a kid in 1930’s Vienna and how his life changed when Germany 
annexed Austria in 1938.  Suddenly he could no longer attend the same school. His friends quickly stopped 
playing with him, and his family’s economic circumstances drastically changed.  He and his family lived 
through Kristallnacht, and later his father was arrested and sent to Dachau for a period of time. While his 
father was in Dachau, his mother arranged for George to be one of the first children from Austria to be part 
of the kindertransport that took Jewish children to live with families in England.   His mother was 
eventually able to reunite with him in England, and she also successfully got his father released from 
Dachau to join them.  Eventually the three of them sailed to safety and life in America. Other family 
members were not as lucky. 
 
Ben Fainer  

 
Ben spent his first nine years growing up in the small town of Bedzin, Poland. When the German army 
attacked Poland in 1939, his town was overrun and his family split apart. Being big for his age, he lied to 
the Germans and told them he was 15. He and his father were forced to march to a prison camp at Jelenin. 
Six months later he learned that his mother, brother and sisters were sent to Auschwitz. He never saw them 
again. Over the course of the war, Ben and his father were also split apart. Ben spent the war as a forced 
laborer for the Germans in a number of concentration camps including Buchenwald, Dachau and 
Flossenberg. He still bears the tattoo identification number of 178873 on his left arm.  He was liberated by 
Allied troops on April 23, 1945 in Cham, Germany.  He was 16 years old, with no papers, and no 
knowledge of where his father was.  His identify verified through German records kept at the prison camps, 
he was reunited with aunts and uncles who had fled to Dublin, Ireland before the war. There he lived for 5 
to 6 years, becoming an Irish citizen and marrying his Irish sweetheart. They then emigrated to Canada and 
a few years later to the United States. 
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