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History in the First Person:  Running a Political Campaign 

 

Original Program Air Date:  October 20, 2016 

Grade Levels: 7-12 

 

Program Description: 

Political advertisements may be what most of us remember about any political campaign.  But as 

powerful as these advertisements may be, it takes a great deal more than them to run a political 

campaign.  It takes money.  It takes volunteers.  It takes organization.  It takes an understanding of 

election laws.  It takes time—lots of time—and so much more. 

 

As part of its coverage of election season 2016, this HEC-TV program provides students the 

opportunity to interact with political scientists as well as individuals who have been involved in 

political campaigns.  Students hear first person accounts of what it takes to run a political 

campaign, how decisions are made regarding a range of aspects of a campaign, see examples of 

campaign materials, and ask questions of their own.  The content focus for the program is two fold.  

The first half of the program focuses on voter registration and voter identification efforts.  The 

second half of the program focuses on what it takes to run a successful campaign for a referendum 

ballot issue.  

 

This program is another episode in HEC-TV Live!’s ongoing series, History in the First Person, 

that provides high school and middle school students the opportunity to interact live with 

individuals who have lived the history they are studying in class.  To view archived programs, visit 

http://www.hectv.org and type “history in the first person” in the search bar. 

 

Program Objectives: 

1.  The participant will interact with political campaign professionals and candidates providing 

primary source accounts of their work. 

2.  The participant will gain a greater understanding of what it means to run a political campaign. 

3.  The participant will engage in civics practice. 

4.  The participant will meet people and hear stories from diverse perspectives. 
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Program Format: 

The content focus for the program will be voter registration/identification efforts and on initiative 

petition and referendum political campaigns—those dealing with issues on the ballot.  

Student questions and comments are included throughout the program.  Time codes are provided 

in blue to help you find specific segments in the program. 

 

1.  Welcome and Introduction—Student groups and experts are introduced and welcomed to the 

program.  (00:00 to 03:35) 

 

Program Guests for Segments 1 and 2: 

David C. Kimball, Phd—Professor and Graduate Director of Political Science—University of 

Missouri—St. Louis 

Barbara Graham, Phd—Associate Professor of Political Science—University of Missouri—St. 

Louis 

 

2.  The Role of Voter Registration and Voter Identification Efforts in Political Campaigns—

In this segment, we discuss the issue of voter identification laws, the effect they have or don’t have 

on the voter registration and participation process, and the effect they have or don’t have on the 

organization of a political campaign, get out the vote efforts, and initiative petition and referendum 

elections.  This segment includes two short presentations by Northwest Academy students.  One 

gives positions in favor of voter/photo ID and one provides the view of those opposed. (03:36 to 

25:12) 

 

Videos Included in this Segment: 

Voter ID Man on the Street—Northwest Academy student video asking people what they know 

about Voter/Photo ID 

Photo Identification—Catherine Stenger from the League of Women’s Voters shares the 

organization’s concerns about photo ID requirements’ potential effects on college student voters 

 

Student Questions Included in this Segment: 

Are people voting on whether or not to have voter IDs? 

Is there a reason why some states are more strict than other states about voter IDs?   

How do you prove you are who you say you are?  What kind of documents help you do that? 

If we vote in national elections, why aren’t voting registration requirements the same in every 

state? 

What makes it difficult for some people to get a photo ID so they can vote? 

If the government wants people to have a photo ID to vote, why don’t they just give one to every 

registered voter? 

How often do people pretend to be other people in order to vote?  Is there a lot of voter fraud? 

 

3.  Initiative Petition and Referendum Campaigns—In this segment, we look at examples of 

running political campaigns through the lens of initiative petition efforts and referendum ballot 

issues.  Topics include: the nature of referendum issues; the process to get a referendum issue on 

the ballot; the process for the initiative petition process; fund raising for a referendum campaign; 

organization/branding and other logistical and creative aspects of a referendum campaign.  This 

segment begins with two short presentations by Northwest Academy students expressing their 

opinion about an issue each would like to see on a referendum ballot.  We use their issues as well 
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as the successful Proposition 1 effort of the Saint Louis Public Schools as examples as we discuss 

the topics in this area of the program. (25:13 to 56:12) 

 

Program Guests for Segment 3: 

Rachel Seward—Deputy Superintendent of Institutional Advancement—Saint Louis Public 

Schools  

 

Videos Included in this Segment: 

Initiative Petition Man on the Street— Northwest Academy student video asking people what they 

know about referendum ballot issues 

Proposition 1 Video—Video from the St. Louis Public Schools used during their Proposition 1 

campaign 

 

Audios Included in this Segment: 

Radio Ad—Radio advertisement from St. Louis Public Schools on Proposition 1 

 

Student Questions Included in this Segment: 

How much does it cost to campaign?  

How do you raise money for your campaign?  Are there all sorts of rules you have to follow? 

When running a campaign, how can you find out who’s voted in the past and is most likely to vote 

in your election? 

How do you get an idea of yours on the ballot?  How do you get petitions, get signatures, etc.? 

Would changes in voter ID procedures have any effect on referendum elections and initiative 

petitions? 

What process did you use to create images and branding for your campaign? 

What do you think was most important in creating a successful campaign for your referendum? 

 

4.  Summary and Closing—We summarize the major topics involved in the program’s discussion, 

take final student questions, and close the program. (56:13 to 1:00:04) 

 

Student Questions Included in this Segment: 

If we vote in national elections, why aren’t voting registration requirements the same in every 

state? 

 

Additional Web Segments on the Saint Louis Public Schools’ Propostion 1 campaign are also 

available from our interview with Richard Gaines—Special Administrative Board Member Saint 

Louis Public Schools.  You will find them on the Program Materials page on our website, 

http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/history-in-the-first-person-running-a-political-campaign/. 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/history-in-the-first-person-running-a-political-campaign/
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Featured National Standards (Civics and Government): 

Grades 5-12: 

1.  What are civic life, politics, and government? 

A.  What is civic life? What is politics? What is government? Why are government and 

politics necessary? What purposes should government serve? 

2.  What are the foundations of the American political system? 

 C.  What is American political culture? 

3.  What are the roles of the citizen in American democracy? 

C.  What are the responsibilities of citizens? 

E.  How can citizens take part in civic life? 

 

Featured National Standards (History): 

Grades 5-12: 

Historical Thinking Standards 

2. Historical Comprehension   

F. Appreciate historical perspectives--(a) describing the past on its own terms, through the 

eyes and experiences of those who were there, as revealed through their literature, diaries, letters, 

debates, arts, artifacts, and the like; (b) considering the historical context in which the event 

unfolded--the values, outlook, options, and contingencies of that time and place; and (c) avoiding 

“present-mindedness,” judging the past solely in terms of present-day norms and values.  

4. Historical Research Capabilities 

 A. Formulate historical questions from encounters with historical documents, eyewitness 

accounts, letters, diaries, artifacts, photos, historical sites, art, architecture, and other records from 

the past.  

B. Obtain historical data from a variety of sources, including: library and museum 

collections, historic sites, historical photos, journals, diaries, eyewitness accounts, newspapers, and 

the like; documentary films, oral testimony from living witnesses, censuses, tax records, city 

directories, statistical compilations, and economic indicators.  

 

Featured State Standards (Missouri): 

Schools from across the country are invited to join in the program.  Missouri state standards are 

provided for Missouri schools since partial funding for this program comes from various Missouri 

organizations. 

 

Grade Level Expectations (DESE Approved 4.16): 

Theme 1:  History—Continuity and Change 

 E.  Analyze the causes and consequences of a specific issue tied to government as well as 

the challenges and opportunities faced by those trying to address the problem. 

Theme 2:  Government Systems and Principles 

 A.  Analyze laws, policies, and processes to determine how governmental systems affect 

individuals and groups in society. 
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Program-Related Activity Suggestions: 

1.  Understanding the Initiative Petition and Referendum Process—Utilizing the web resources 

provided below as well as additional resources of your own, have students conduct some research 

about the initiative petition and referendum process, its history, how issues get on the ballot, etc.  

Consider breaking your students into small groups with each looking at different resources and 

then sharing what they have learned with their classmates.  

 

Resources to Consider: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Initiatives_and_referendums_in_the_United_States  

https://ballotpedia.org/Initiative_and_referendum 

http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/initiative-referendum-and-recall-

overview.aspx 

http://www.citizensincharge.org/learn/primer 

 

Please Note: Since these resources are available on the web, they may include additional links that 

could take your students off topic during the research process.  We recommend viewing the 

resources yourself first and potentially copying the information you find most useful into 

documents for your students to read to avoid that potential to go off topic or to unrelated or 

inappropriate links. 

 

2.  Thinking About the Elements of a Political Campaign—Political campaigns, whether they 

are centered around a candidate running for an office or around an intiative petition or refrendum 

issue, have all sorts of elements that must be addressed in order for success to occur.  Utilizing the 

web resources below as well as additional resources of your own and their own brainstorming, 

have students think about and learn about what goes into a politcal campaign.  

 

Resources to Consider: 

http://rangevoting.org/Top10BallotInit.pdf  

http://www.bolderadvocacy.org/blog/ballot-measures-should-you-or-shouldnt-you  

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/for-employees/government-relations/service-

districts/tips_for_running_a_successful_signature_gathering.pdf  

http://www.advocacyadvance.org/site_images/content/ballot_measures_report_web_copy_2.pdf  

http://aristotle.com/blog/2014/09/how-to-run-a-political-campaign-2/ 

http://www.localvictory.com/strategy/4-tips-for-political-campaign.html 

http://powerthruconsulting.com/blog/running-for-office/  

 

Please Note: Since these resources are available on the web, they may include additional links that 

could take your students off topic during the research process.  We recommend viewing the 

resources yourself first and potentially copying the information you find most useful into 

documents for your students to read to avoid that potential to go off topic or to unrelated or 

inappropriate links.  

 

3.  Thinking About Voter Identification and Registration—Utilizing the web resources 

provided below as well as additional resources of your own, have students conduct some research 

about current issues surrounding voter identification and voter registration efforts and how they 

affect voter participation.  Consider breaking your students into small gorups with each looking at 

different resources and then sharing what they have learned with their classmates.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Initiatives_and_referendums_in_the_United_States
https://ballotpedia.org/Initiative_and_referendum
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/initiative-referendum-and-recall-overview.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/initiative-referendum-and-recall-overview.aspx
http://www.citizensincharge.org/learn/primer
http://rangevoting.org/Top10BallotInit.pdf
http://www.bolderadvocacy.org/blog/ballot-measures-should-you-or-shouldnt-you
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/for-employees/government-relations/service-districts/tips_for_running_a_successful_signature_gathering.pdf
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/for-employees/government-relations/service-districts/tips_for_running_a_successful_signature_gathering.pdf
http://www.advocacyadvance.org/site_images/content/ballot_measures_report_web_copy_2.pdf
http://aristotle.com/blog/2014/09/how-to-run-a-political-campaign-2/
http://www.localvictory.com/strategy/4-tips-for-political-campaign.html
http://powerthruconsulting.com/blog/running-for-office/
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Resources to Consider: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voter_ID_laws_in_the_United_States  

http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/voter-id.aspx 

https://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/educate/educator-resources/lessons-plans/current-

events/voter-id-debate/ 

http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/voter-id-pros-cons-and-costs.aspx  

http://aceproject.org/ace-en/topics/vr/vra/vra02/vra02a 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/194741/four-five-americans-support-voter-laws-early-voting.aspx 

 

Please Note: Since these resources are available on the web, they may include additional links that 

could take your students off topic during the research process.  We recommend viewing the 

resources yourself first and potentially copying the information you find most useful into 

documents for your students to read to avoid that potential to go off topic or to unrelated or 

inappropriate links. 

 

4.  Extend Your Study of the Topic—Utilize any or all of the additional HEC-TV video 

resources related to political campaigns to give students the opportunity to learn more about the 

topics explored in this program. 

 

Constitution Day 2012:  Political Campaigns and the First Amendment (Morning Program) 

http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/constitution-day-2012-political-campaigns-and-the-first-

amendment-10-am/3491/ 

 

Constitution Day 2012:  Political Campaigns and the First Amendment (Afternoon Program) 

http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/constitution-day-2012-political-campaigns-and-the-first-

amendment-1-pm/3597/  

For both programs listed above, join us from the Thomas F. Eagleton Federal Courthouse in St. 

Louis to learn from our panel of Presidential and political scholars and advisors for a vibrant and 

insightful discussion on the relationship between political campaigns and the first amendment and 

the impact each has on the other. 

 

5.  Submit Your Student Produced Video—Selected student created ads based on a ballot issue 

of their own selection that affects their own community will be considered for publication on the 

Educate.Today with other materials related to this program.   

 

Ads may be in the form of a television commercial that is no longer than 60 seconds in length OR a 

campaign poster.  Ads must be original creations of your student group and apply to the specific 

ballot issue your group has determined is important to your community.  Completed 

advertisements may be sent to us at any time.  Just e-mail us at live@hectv.org to let us know of 

your intention to submit a video or PDF version of your campaign poster, and we will provide you 

details on the process for sending us your item.  Final decisions on which submitted video 

advertisements to include will be made by the program’s producers based on the audio and video 

quality of the submission, the clarity and impact of its writing, its educational appropriateness, and 

adherence to the time limit.  Final decisions on which submitted campaign posters to include will 

also be made by the program’s producers based on the image quality of the submission, the clarity 

and impact of its message, its educational appropriateness, and technical ability to utilize the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voter_ID_laws_in_the_United_States
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/voter-id.aspx
https://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/educate/educator-resources/lessons-plans/current-events/voter-id-debate/
https://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/educate/educator-resources/lessons-plans/current-events/voter-id-debate/
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/voter-id-pros-cons-and-costs.aspx
http://aceproject.org/ace-en/topics/vr/vra/vra02/vra02a
http://www.gallup.com/poll/194741/four-five-americans-support-voter-laws-early-voting.aspx
http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/constitution-day-2012-political-campaigns-and-the-first-amendment-10-am/3491/
http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/constitution-day-2012-political-campaigns-and-the-first-amendment-10-am/3491/
http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/constitution-day-2012-political-campaigns-and-the-first-amendment-1-pm/3597/
http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/constitution-day-2012-political-campaigns-and-the-first-amendment-1-pm/3597/
mailto:live@hectv.org
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submission in the program.   

 

More information concerning technical details, including format for sending us each submission, 

will be provided when you contact us concerning your interest in creating an advertisement.  If you 

are interested in your group creating such an advertisement, please let us know when by e-mailing 

us at live@hectv.org.  

 

6.  Send a Thank You or Insight—Have students write a letter to one of our guests detailing an 

insight the student gained from hearing his story, an appreciation for her participation, and/or 

another focus area of their choice.  E-mail the letter to us at live@hectv.org or mail the letter to us 

at Live@HEC-TV 3221 McKelvey Rd #106, Bridgeton, MO 63044.  

 

7.  Bring in a Guest Speaker—Have students contact individuals in your own area who have been 

involved in political campaigns and see if they can locate a guest speaker to come to your class and 

share their story.  

 

Supplemental Resources: 

For students interested in learning more about running a political campaign, have student use any 

of the web resources listed below and/or those included in the pre-program activities section of this 

document. 

 

Please Note: Since these resources are available on the web, they may include additional links that 

could take your students off topic during the research process.  We recommend viewing the 

resources yourself first and potentially copying the information you find most useful into 

documents for your students to read to avoid that potential to go off topic or to unrelated or 

inappropriate links. 

 

http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/initiative-referendum-and-recall-

overview.aspx 

National Council of State Legislatures website on Initiative, Referendum, and Recall 

 

http://study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-a-referendum-definition-example.html 

Lesson Plan:  What is a Referendum? Definition and Example 

 

http://www.iandrinstitute.org/index.cfm 

Initiative and Referendum Institute—University of Southern California 

 

http://thedianerehmshow.org/shows/2014-08-27/growing-use-state-ballot-initiatives-political-

change 

Diane Rehm show on the growing use of state ballot initiatives for political change 
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