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History in the First Person: 

Celebrating America’s Veterans 

 

Original Air Date:  November 13, 2013 

Grade Levels: 5-12 

 

Program Description: 

 

What is it like to be in the military?  What is it like to fight in combat and to return home from 

war?  What does it mean to have served your nation in its armed forces?  Why is it important to 

continue to serve our nation even after returning from war?  As we celebrate Veterans’ Day and 

remember those who have fought and died for our country’s freedoms, take your study of the 

history of America in war to the veterans who fought in them.  Meet two veterans:  one who served 

in WWII at the Battle of Guadalcanal and the other who recently served in Iraq and Afghanistan.  

Learn what it’s like to serve in your nation’s armed forces, fight in combat, return from war, and 

then, as a veteran, continue to serve in additional ways.  

 

Our focus in this program is not on exploring the historic details of a specific war or battle in that 

war, but it will be to provide students the rare and important opportunity to speak directly with 

those who have served our country in its armed forces and served as veterans serving other 

returning veterans and learn firsthand what that means.  

 

Program Objectives: 

 

1.  The participant will gain a greater understanding of what it means to serve our nation as a 

member of the armed forces and also as a veteran returning to civilian life. 

2.  The participant will interact with individuals providing primary source accounts of recent world 

events. 

3.  The participant will meet people and hear stories from diverse perspectives. 
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Program Format: 

The program consists of the following segments. Time Codes are provided to help you find 

specific segments in the program. 

 

I.  Welcome and Introduction—Student groups and guests are introduced and welcomed to the 

program.  Guests for the program are WWII veteran Tom Mohan and Iraq/Afghanistan veteran 

Carter Holt.  This section also includes some general information about how and why they each 

joined the military. (00:00 to 04:53) 

 

Video and Still Images in this Segment:   

Newsreel footage of American troops landing at Guadalcanal 

 

Student Questions in this Segment:   

Were you drafted or did you enlist?   

 

II.  Interaction with Each Veteran—The order for our guests is included below along with topics 

covered while speaking with them and selected advance student questions that were included in the 

program. 

 

A. Tom Mohan—Gunner for Marine Bombing Squadron VMSB-232, WWII Battle of 

Guadalcanal (04:54 to 30:44) 

1. Induction into the military and training 

2. Why he selected the job he did 

3. Arrival at Guadalcanal 

4. Nature of his work as gunner in Battle of Guadalcanal 

5. Nature of the air warfare in the battle  

6. Experiences during his time in the military 

7. End of the war and his return home 

 

Video, Still Images and Artifacts in this Segment: 

Map of WWII Pacific Theater and location of Guadalcanal 

Image of USS Long Island (converted transport ship Mr. Mohan took to Guadalcanal) 

Image of Mr. Mohan as gunner in his airplane 

Model of Dauntless dive bomb plane that Mr. Mohan flew in 

Newsreel footage of Japanese dive bomb attacks in the battle 

Map of various battles during the siege of Guadalcanal 

Newsreel footage of Japanese bombing the airstrip on Guadalcanal 

Images of Mr. Mohan at Guadalcanal including him in uniform, with his buddies, and his camp 

Newsreel footage of troops in the jungle of Guadalcanal 

 

Student Questions in This Segment: 

Did you understand why you needed to go to Guadalcanal? 

What kind of combat did you see?  

Did you fly both day and night? 

How did you stay in touch with your family while you were away?  What was the food like?  How 

did people entertain themselves? 

Have you ever been back to Guadalcanal? 
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B. Carter Holt—Airborne Combat Engineer and Electronic Warfare, Iraq and 

Afghanistan Conflicts (30:45 to 50:50) 

1. Induction into the military and training 

2. Why he decided to be a combat engineer 

3. Nature of his work in Iraq and Afghanistan finding and defusing IEDs 

4. Nature of the warfare in Iraq and Afghanistan 

5. Experiences during his time in Iraq and Afghanistan 

6. Interacting with the people in Afghanistan 

7. His return home 

 

Video and Still Images in this Segment: 

Map of the world highlighting the location of Iraq and Afghanistan 

Map of Iraq highlighting his location in country 

Map highlighting Iraq’s topography 

Map of Afghanistan highlighting its topography and his location in country 

Images of the equipment Mr. Holt used to detect, defuse, and remove IEDs including a husky, a 

buffalo, the aiming window he used to target objects, and crew using the equipment 

Department of Defense video of crew recalling their experience in an IED explosion 

Department of Defense video of crew searching for and safely exploding an IED 

Image of Mr. Holt and his crew in Afghanistan 

 

Student Questions for This Segment: 

What does a combat engineer do? 

What places did you fight in Iraq and Afghanistan? 

What kind of combat did you see? 

How many IEDs did you explode? 

How did you stay in touch with your family while you were away?  

What was the worst thing about being in Iraq and Afghanistan? 

Did you make any close friends in the service? Do you stay in touch with anyone you met in the 

service? 

 

III. Closing Segment--Including final stories from our guests, summary of topics discussed, and 

final questions from students. (50:51 to 57:27) 

 

Video in this Segment: 

Newsreel footage of troops being congratulated and awarded medals on taking control of 

Guadalcanal airstrip 

 

Student Questions for This Segment: 

Mr. Mohan, did you make any close friends in the service? Did you stay in touch with anyone you 

met in the service? 

What advice would you give someone thinking about joining the military? 
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Featured National Standards (Common Core): 

The following Common Core Anchor Standards are referenced in this program: 

 

Writing 6—Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact 

and collaborate with others. 

Writing 7—Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, 

demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

Speaking and Listening 1—Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 

collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 

persuasively. 

Speaking and Listening 2—Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 

formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

Speaking and Listening 3—Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 

and rhetoric. 

 

Featured National Standards (History): 

 

Grades 5-12: 

Historical Thinking Standards 

2. Historical Comprehension   

B. Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage by identifying who was involved, 

what happened, where it happened, what events led to these developments, and what consequences 

or outcomes followed.  

C. Identify the central question(s) the historical narrative addresses and the purpose, 

perspective, or point of view from which it has been constructed.  

F. Appreciate historical perspectives--(a) describing the past on its own terms, through the 

eyes and experiences of those who were there, as revealed through their literature, diaries, letters, 

debates, arts, artifacts, and the like; (b) considering the historical context in which the event 

unfolded--the values, outlook, options, and contingencies of that time and place; and (c) avoiding 

“present-mindedness,” judging the past solely in terms of present-day norms and values.  

 

4. Historical Research Capabilities 

 A. Formulate historical questions from encounters with historical documents, eyewitness 

accounts, letters, diaries, artifacts, photos, historical sites, art, architecture, and other records from 

the past.  

B. Obtain historical data from a variety of sources, including: library and museum 

collections, historic sites, historical photos, journals, diaries, eyewitness accounts, newspapers, and 

the like; documentary films, oral testimony from living witnesses, censuses, tax records, city 

directories, statistical compilations, and economic indicators.  

 

5.  Historical Issues—Analysis and Decision-Making 

A. Identify issues and problems in the past and analyze the interests, values, perspectives, 

and points of view of those involved in the situation.  
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Program-Related Activity Suggestions: 

 

1.  Program Guests--To give students a chance to learn a little about each of the veterans who are 

part of the program, please read the guest biographies included later in this document. 

 

2.  Learn about the Conflicts --More information on the Battle of Guadalcanal and the conflicts 

in Iraq and Afghanistan can be found on numerous websites.  If you’d like students to learn a bit 

more about each of those events before or after viewing the program, share some information from 

resources you find especially helpful.  

 

3.  Student Learning from the Program--Have students compare their previous understanding of 

what they thought it would mean to fight in a war with their view of that situation after 

participating in the program.  What surprised them the most?  What reinforced what they already 

believed?  What new insights did they gain into the military and wartime experience?  Have 

students share their thoughts in class discussion, journal entries, or written reports. 

 

4.  Hear from Other Veterans--More programs from HEC-TV highlighting veterans and their 

service to our country can be found on our Educate.Today website.  Just type “Veterans” or 

“Military” into the keyword search box on the website home page.  

 

4.  Sharing an Appreciation--Have students write a letter or e-mail to one of the guests from our 

program detailing an insight the student gained from hearing their story, an appreciation for their 

participation, and/or another focus area of their choice.  You can e-mail student messages to us at 

live@hectv.org. If you want to mail student letters, contact us via e-mail for the mailing address. 

 

Guest Biographies: 

Tom Mohan 

Tom Mohan served in World War II as a gunner in Marine bombing squadron VMSB-232.  At the 

age of 19, he was flying missions with decorated pilot Arthur O’Keefe during the Battle of 

Guadalcanal.  Prior to serving in the Marines, Tom had never been in a plane in his life.  Mr. 

Mohan enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps a week after the attack on Pearl Harbor and was assigned 

to aviation after boot camp.  After seeing the gunner position on the unit's aircraft, he requested 

training for an aircrew position.  "I asked, 'What do you have to do to get to fly?’  The first twelve 

guys who pass Morse Code at eight words a minute could fly.  I was happy to be one of them."  He 

trained aboard the carrier Long Island as it steamed west to Guadalcanal, and, along with his pilot, 

was one of the first American aviators to land at the Henderson Air Strip on Guadalcanal after it 

had been recaptured by the U.S.      

 

To learn more about the Battle of Guadalcanal and the kind of work Mr. Mohan did in the service, 

we recommend you and your students consider researching the Battle of Guadalcanal, the VMSB-

232 air plane, the job of an aircraft gunner during World War II, and the state of the war during 

1942.  Some web resources dealing with those topics include: 

 

Newsreel video after retaking the Guadalcanal airstrip on our HEC-TV website at: 

http://www.hectv.org/video/13095/celebrating-americas-veterans-november-2013/  

 

Information on the Battle of Guadalcanal at: 

mailto:live@hectv.org
http://www.hectv.org/video/13095/celebrating-americas-veterans-november-2013/
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http://www.history.com/topics/battle-of-guadalcanal  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_Battle_of_Guadalcanal 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guadalcanal_Campaign  

 

Information on the VMSB-232 airplane: 

The World War II section at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/VMFA-232  

 

Carter Holt 

Carter Holt enlisted in the Army in 2009 as an Airborne Combat engineer.  He accumulated 30 

jumps in 4 years.  In 2010 he was deployed to Iraq and was deployed to Afghanistan in 2012 and 

2013.  During his service in Afghanistan, Carter acted as his unit’s Electronic Warfare Lead Non-

Commissioned Officer and also as the Company liaison Non-Commissioned Officer with foreign 

local national interpreters.  He received the Purple Heart July 19, 2012 due to injuries sustained in 

combat.  He returned to duty March 1st and left the Army on June 14th, 2013 with the rank of 

Sergeant.   After leaving the service, he began work with the Cole County health department as an 

Adult Brain Injury Coordinator.  During that time, he worked with 54 clients with brain injuries.  

He currently works with Wal-Mart as a Field Project Supervisor. 

 

To learn more about the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan and the kind of work Mr. Holt did in the 

service, we recommend you and your students consider researching the work of an airborne 

combat engineer, the state of the war in Iraq in 2010, the state of the war in Afghanistan in 2012 

and 2013, and the work of helping those with brain injury.  Some web resources dealing with those 

topics include: 

 

Information on the role of a combat engineer: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combat_engineer  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gxjS_E5yj1I (Army video on YouTube providing a job 

description of a combat engineer) 

http://www.goarmy.com/careers-and-jobs/browse-career-and-job-categories/construction-

engineering/combat-engineer.html (U.S. Army website with job description of a combat engineer) 

 

Information on use of improvised explosive devices in Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Improvised_explosive_device  

 

Supplemental Resources: 

More information about the United States Coast Guard can be found at http://www.uscg.mil/. 

More information about the United States Army can be found at http://www.army.mil/ 

More information about the United States Navy can be found at 

http://www.navy.mil/swf/index.asp. 

More information about the United States Marine Corps can be found at 

http://www.marines.mil/Pages/Default.aspx. 

More information about the United States Air Force can be found at http://www.airforce.com/. 

More information about the National Guard can be found at http://www.ng.mil/default.aspx. 

http://www.va.gov/kids 

Veterans Administration website for students in grades 6-12. 
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