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HEC-TV Live!  Presents 

History in the First Person:  Veteran’s Day 2016 

 

Original Air Date:  November 17, 2016 

Grade Levels: 5-12 

 

Program Description: 

 

What is it like to be in the military?  What is it like to fight in combat and to return home from 

war?  What does it mean to have served your nation in its armed forces?  Why is it important to 

continue to serve our nation even after returning from war?  As we celebrate Veterans’ Day this 

year and we remember those who have fought and died for our country’s freedoms, take your study 

of the history of America in war to the veterans who fought in them.  Ask these questions and more 

as you interact with who have served our nation in times of conflict and times of peace.  

 

Our focus in this program will not be exploring the historic details of a specific war or battle in that 

war, but it will be to provide students the rare and important opportunity to speak directly with 

those who have served our country in its armed forces and served as veterans serving other 

returning veterans and learn firsthand what that means.  

 

Guests include Bob Little, World War II aviator and military test pilot; Dr. Herman Harris, a 

member of the 82nd Airborne Division; and Phyllis Williams who served in Desert Storm with the 

416th Engineering Command.   Biographies of Dr. Harris and Ms. Williams can be found at 

http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/history-in-the-first-person-veterans-day-2016/.  A video 

story about Mr. Little can be found at http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/legendary-wwii-and-

test-pilot-bob-little/24325/. 

 

Program Objectives: 

 

1.  The participant will gain a greater understanding of what it means to serve our nation as a 

member of the armed forces and also as a veteran returning to civilian life. 

2.  The participant will interact with individuals providing primary source accounts of world 

events. 

3.  The participant will utilize primary sources to develop their own understanding of an historic 

event. 

4.  The participant will meet people and hear stories from diverse perspectives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/history-in-the-first-person-veterans-day-2016/
http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/legendary-wwii-and-test-pilot-bob-little/24325/
http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/legendary-wwii-and-test-pilot-bob-little/24325/
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Program Format: 

Time Codes are provided in blue to help you find specific segments in the program. 

 

1.  Welcome and Introduction—Student groups and experts are introduced and welcomed to the 

program. (00:00 to 01:41) 

 

Program Guests: 

Dr. Herman Harris—United States Army, Ret. 

Phyllis Williams—United States Army, Ret. 

Bob Little—United States Army Air Corps, Ret.  

 

2.  Conversation with Bob Little—(01:42 to 17:26) 

In this segment, we interact with World War II veteran and aircraft test pilot Bob Little.  He shares 

memories of America during World War II, his career in that war as a reconnaissance pilot, and his 

work as a test pilot after.  Video seen in this segment includes footage from his flights in World 

War II as well as some of his test flights in subsonic and supersonic jets.  Another story about Mr. 

Little can be found on our website at http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/legendary-wwii-and-

test-pilot-bob-little/24325/.  

 

Student Questions in this Segment: 

Were you always scared before a flight?  

What was it like to be in war?   

Did you know anyone closely who did not make it out alive?  

Did you have trouble with vision or other physical problems while flying in combat? 

Were there things you could do to help you deal with the physical effects of flying and to prepare 

for the G forces of the test flights? 

What was your most memorable experience from the war? 

 

3.  Conversation with Dr. Herman Harris and Phyllis Williams—(17:27 to 54:52)  

In this segment, we interact with two individuals who served between 1975 and 2007.  Short 

biographies of each are available on our website at http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/history-

in-the-first-person-veterans-day-2016/.  Video seen in this segment includes footage of the fall of 

Saigon, Dr. Harris’ taking a parachute jump as a member of the 82nd Airborne Division, footage of 

the Desert Storm conflict, and video from the 416th Engineering Command where Ms. Williams 

served. 

 

Student Questions in this Segment: 

For Dr. Harris:   

Why did you decide to join the Airborne Division?  How many jumps did you do?  Were you ever 

scared?  

How did your science degree help you in the Armed Forces? 

Did you ever get tired from all the schooling?  

If you had the chance to serve again, would you? 

What was the distance of your highest jump? 

Did the jumping get easier the more you did it? 

How fast does a jump have to happen? 

 

http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/legendary-wwii-and-test-pilot-bob-little/24325/
http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/legendary-wwii-and-test-pilot-bob-little/24325/
http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/history-in-the-first-person-veterans-day-2016/
http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-live/history-in-the-first-person-veterans-day-2016/
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For Ms. Williams: 

What was it like serving in Desert Storm?  How hot was it?  What were the conditions? 

What do you think you got from joining the Armed Forces and did it benefit you? 

Did you ever feel some sort of empowerment being a woman in the military? 

 

For Both: 

What were you most proud of doing while serving in the military? 

What were the top three skills you got from your training that you still use beyond your service? 

What advice would you give to young people thinking of serving their country? 

What was it like being away from home for long stretches of time and how did you keep in contact 

with friends and family? 

 

4.  Summary and Closing—(54:53 to 59:05) We go to final questions from students and close the 

program. 

 

Student Questions in this Segment: 

Was the transfer from military life to normal life difficult? 
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Featured National Standards (Common Core): 

 

The following Common Core Anchor Standards are referenced in this program: 

 

Writing 6—Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact 

and collaborate with others. 

Writing 7—Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, 

demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

Speaking and Listening 1—Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 

collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 

persuasively. 

Speaking and Listening 2—Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 

formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

Speaking and Listening 3—Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 

and rhetoric. 

 

Featured National Standards (History): 

 

Grades 5-12: 

Historical Thinking Standards 

2. Historical Comprehension   

B. Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage by identifying who was involved, 

what happened, where it happened, what events led to these developments, and what consequences 

or outcomes followed.  

C. Identify the central question(s) the historical narrative addresses and the purpose, 

perspective, or point of view from which it has been constructed.  

F. Appreciate historical perspectives--(a) describing the past on its own terms, through the 

eyes and experiences of those who were there, as revealed through their literature, diaries, letters, 

debates, arts, artifacts, and the like; (b) considering the historical context in which the event 

unfolded--the values, outlook, options, and contingencies of that time and place; and (c) avoiding 

“present-mindedness,” judging the past solely in terms of present-day norms and values.  

 

4. Historical Research Capabilities 

 A. Formulate historical questions from encounters with historical documents, eyewitness 

accounts, letters, diaries, artifacts, photos, historical sites, art, architecture, and other records from 

the past.  

B. Obtain historical data from a variety of sources, including: library and museum 

collections, historic sites, historical photos, journals, diaries, eyewitness accounts, newspapers, and 

the like; documentary films, oral testimony from living witnesses, censuses, tax records, city 

directories, statistical compilations, and economic indicators.  

 

5.  Historical Issues—Analysis and Decision-Making 

A. Identify issues and problems in the past and analyze the interests, values, perspectives, 

and points of view of those involved in the situation.  

 

Featured National Standards (Civics and Government): 

Grades 5-12: 
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1.  What are the roles of the citizen in American democracy? 

C.  What are the responsibilities of citizens? 

E.  How can citizens take part in civic life? 

 

Guest Biographies: 

 

Dr. Herman Leo Harris 

Dr. Herman Leo Harris grew up all over the world as the son of a career United States airman. So, 

it was fitting for him to enter the military upon high school graduation in the Philippines. Moving 

from Maine in the middle of his high school career to the Philippines would be the last time he’d 

move with his father. However, as a Soldier, he’d move multiple times around the globe for the 

next 20 years.  

In the United States Army, Harris rose quickly through the ranks, first as an enlisted Soldier and 

then as a Warrant Officer.  While enlisted he was a member of the elite 82nd Airborne Division, 

which specializes in parachute assault operations. The 82nd Airborne Division is known as the 

U.S. Army's most strategically mobile formation and the most highly trained light infantry division 

in the world.https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/82nd_Airborne_Division - cite_note-3  

Harris graduated from multiple military schools during his career, including the junior and senior 

leadership academies. He also successfully completed drill sergeant, jumpmaster, warrant officer 

candidate, and warrant officer technical training schools. Throughout his military career, Harris 

earned numerous awards and decorations. His awards include the meritorious service medal with 

oak leaf cluster, the drill sergeant badge, and the senior parachutist badge. 

While serving in the military Harris began taking college courses and obtained his Bachelor of 

Science degree in education from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale. With his degree he 

was eligible for the Department of Defense Troops to Teachers Program (TTT).  Military veterans 

have established a reputation as excellent teachers and exemplary role models and TTT helps them 

transition into careers as public-school teachers. Harris’ military involvement equipped him with 

the leadership skills, breadth of experience, dedication, commitment and maturity to meet the 

requirements of the public-school system. TTT members, of which Harris is one, proclaim, they 

are “Proud to Serve Again.” 

Harris has been affiliated with the Jennings School District since 1995. He began his career as the 

in- school suspension interventionist and then taught Social Studies for many years before moving 

into administration at both the high school and the Jennings Educational Training School (JETS). 

He remains a lifelong learner, earning his Ph.D. in educational leadership from the University of 

Missouri, St. Louis in 2015.     

 

Master Sergeant Phyllis A. Williams 

 

Master Sergeant Phyllis A. Williams was born on March 12th 1954.  She was born in Mobile 

Alabama and moved to Saint Louis, Missouri at the age of 12.  She graduated from Sumner High 

School, Class of 1972.     MSG Williams also graduated with the Degree of Master of Business 

Administration (Magna Cum Laude) and a Master in Business Education from Touro University 

International, Cypress, California.   She started her career in the Federal Government but later 

joined the Army in 1979 and remained for 28 years and rose to the rank of Master Sergeant.    

 

Master Sergeant Williams had many assignments in the Army but she was deployed to Desert 

Storm in Saudi Arabia with the 416th Engineer Command in 1990-1991.  She received many 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/82nd_Airborne_Division#cite_note-3
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awards during her career, Southwest Asia Pacific Award, Kuwait Liberation Medal, Joint 

Meritorious Award, National Defense Service medal, Global War on Terrorism award and many 

more.  The highest award MSG received from Major General Byrns was the Legion of Merit.   

MSG Williams retired from the Army in 2007.   She started working at McCluer High School, 

Ferguson Florissant District in 2007 and received her second retirement from McCluer in May 

2014.   

 

MSG Williams has one biological son Ronald E. Harris and stepson Lorin Harris.  She also has 

four grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.  MSG Williams was married for 30 years to 

Sergeant Major Robert S. Williams.  She was preceded in death by her spouse in May 2009. 

 

MSG Williams loves to travel and stay busy. While in the military she got to live in Germany for 

five years and traveled to Paris, London, Spain, Holland and many more locations.  MSG Williams 

lived in Seoul, Korea for two years and traveled to China and many other places.  She has lived in 

O'Fallon, MO for the past twelve years and serves as a substitute teacher at in the Fort Zumwalt 

District. 
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Program-Related Activity Suggestions: 

 

1.  Read the Guest Biographies—Biographies of Dr. Harris and Ms. Williams are included later 

in this document  A video story about Mr. Little can be found at http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-

tv-live/legendary-wwii-and-test-pilot-bob-little/24325/.   

 

2.  Journal About Their Learning—Have students compare their previous understanding of what 

they thought it would mean to fight in a war with their view of that situation after participating in 

the program.  What surprised them the most?  What reinforced what they already believed?  What 

new insights did they gain into the military and wartime experience?  Have students share their 

thoughts in class discussion, journal entries, or written reports. 

 

3.  Learn More About Military Service—More programs from HEC-TV highlighting veterans 

and their service to our country can be found on our Educate.Today website.  Just type “Veterans” 

or “Military” into the keyword search box on the website home page. 

 

4.  Send a Thank You or Insight—Have students write a letter to one of the guests from our 

program detailing an insight the student gained from hearing their story, an appreciation for their 

participation, and/or another focus area of their choice.  You can e-mail those letters to us at 

live@hectv.org and we’ll be happy to send them on to the program guests.    

 

Supplemental Resources: 

More information about the United States Coast Guard can be found at http://www.uscg.mil/. 

More information about the United States Army can be found at http://www.army.mil/ 

More information about the United States Navy can be found at 

http://www.navy.mil/swf/index.asp. 

More information about the United States Marine Corps can be found at 

http://www.marines.mil/Pages/Default.aspx. 

More information about the United States Air Force can be found at http://www.airforce.com/. 

More information about the National Guard can be found at http://www.ng.mil/default.aspx. 

http://www.va.gov/kids 

Veterans Administration website for students in grades 6-12. 

http://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war 

History.com website on the Vietnam War 

http://www.nps.gov/vive/index.htm 

National Park Service site for the Vietnam War Memorial 
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