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History in the First Person:  Veterans Day 2014 Program 2 
World War II and The Battle of the Bulge 

 
Original Air Date:  November 5, 2014 
Grade Levels: 5-12 
 
 
Program Description: 
 
What is it like to be in the military?  What is it like to fight in combat and to return home from war? 
What does it mean to have served your nation in its armed forces?  We investigate these questions and 
more as we interact with three amazing Americans who served in our nation’s military during World 
War II.  Our focus in this program is not on exploring the historic details of a specific war or battle in 
that war, but it is to bring history to life by providing students the rare and important opportunity to 
speak directly with those who have served our country in its armed forces and learn directly from 
primary sources that tell the stories of America’s military.  Students will hear what it was like to live 
at the time, how the country responded to the events that led us to war, the nature of the war, and how 
it felt to return home from the conflict.  
 
Guests for this Program Archive Are: 
Barney Baker was a cook in the 328th Fighter Control Squadron, 4th Fighter Wing in the Army.  He 
fought with the Army coming up from Italy into Germany.  At war’s end his rank was Corporal.  
 
Richard Coyle served as Field Linesman in the 28th Infantry Division, 109th Infantry Regiment,1st 
BN HQ.  During his time in the European theater he participated in many battles including the Battle 
of the Bulge.  His highest rank was Private First Class.  
 
Donald Green participated in the Battle of the Bulge and numerous other engagements as an 
Infantryman in the 106th Infantry Division, 424th Infantry Regiment.  His highest rank while serving 
was Technician Fifth Grade. 
 
 
Program Objectives: 
 
1.  The participant will gain a greater understanding of what it means to serve our nation as a member 
of the armed forces and also as a veteran returning to civilian life. 
2.  The participant will interact with individuals providing primary source accounts of world events. 
3.  The participant will interact with historians, learn about the process of historic research and utilize 
primary sources to develop their own understanding of an historic event. 
4.  The participant will meet people and hear stories from diverse perspectives. 
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Program Format: 
Time codes are included to help you find specific segments in the program. 
 
I.  Welcome and Introduction—Student groups and guests are introduced and welcomed to the 
program.  Guests joining us for the program are WWII veterans Barney Baker, Richard Coyle, and 
Donald Green.  (00:00 to 02:00) 
 
II.  Life in America at the Start of the War—We talk with each guest about where they lived, what 
life was like for them growing up, when and why they joined the military.  (02:01 to 11:40) 

1. Life in America when the war began 
2. How each guest joined the military 
3. How each guest got the military job he did 

 
Student Questions Included in this Segment: 
What did the American public think of Hitler and the Nazis before the war? 
 
III.  Service During World War II—Our guests share stories of their experience in military service. 
We discuss the topics listed below as well as additional ones inspired by student questions.  Images 
and videos related to the topics are woven in as well.  

1. Theater of War (11:41 to 16:13) 
1.  Where the action was taking place 
2.  Where each guest served 
 

1. Stories of the Conflict From Each Guest (16:14 to 50:23) 
1. Conditions of the conflict 
2. Nature of the job 
3. Infantry engagements 
4. Air bombing campaign 
5. Participating in the Battle of the Bulge 
6. Keeping in touch with home 
7. Medals and citations received 
8. Meeting and interacting with the French people 

 
Student Questions Included in this Segment: 
Did anyone of you ever get to meet Patton or any other famous generals? 
Did you bring home any spoils of war from Europe? 
 
IV.  Closing Segment—We talk to each of our guests about returning home from war, life after the 
war, and get their closing thoughts and final questions from students. (50:24 to 59:29) 

1. Returning Home from War 
2. Life Since the War 
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Student Questions Included in this Segment: 
What jobs were available for you when you returned home from the war? 
Do you have any advice for students who are entering the service today? 
What are your thoughts on today’s military (warfare) compared to your time in the military? 
 
 
Program-Related Activity Suggestions: 
1.  Do Some Additional Research—Have students learn more about World War II and the Battle of 
the Bulge specifically through online resources and/or additional resources of your own.  
 
2.  Student Learning from the Program—Have students compare their previous understanding of 
what they thought it would mean to fight in a war with their view of that situation after participating in 
the program.  What surprised them the most?  What reinforced what they already believed?  What new 
insights did they gain into the military and wartime experience?  Have students share their thoughts in 
class discussion, journal entries, or written reports. 
 
3.  Hear From Other Veterans—More archived programs highlighting veterans and their service to 
our country can be found on our Educate.Today website.  Just type “Veterans” or “Military” into the 
keyword search box on the website home page. 
 
Featured National Standards (Common Core): 
The following Common Core Anchor Standards are referenced in this program: 
Writing 7—Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
Speaking and Listening 1—Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners,building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
Speaking and Listening 2—Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
Speaking and Listening 3—Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric. 
 
Featured National Standards (History): 
Grades 5-12:  Historical Thinking Standards 
2. Historical Comprehension  
B. Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage by identifying who was involved, what 
happened, where it happened, what events led to these developments, and what consequences or 
outcomes followed.  
C. Identify the central question(s) the historical narrative addresses and the purpose, perspective, or 
point of view from which it has been constructed.  
F. Appreciate historical perspectives--(a) describing the past on its own terms, through the eyes and 
experiences of those who were there, as revealed through their literature, diaries, letters, debates, arts, 
artifacts, and the like; (b) considering the historical context in which the event unfolded--the values, 
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outlook, options, and contingencies of that time and place; and (c) avoiding “present-mindedness,” 
judging the past solely in terms of present-day norms and values.  
 
4. Historical Research Capabilities 

A. Formulate historical questions from encounters with historical documents, eyewitness 
accounts, letters, diaries, artifacts, photos, historical sites, art, architecture, and other records from the 
past.  
B. Obtain historical data from a variety of sources, including: library and museum collections, historic 
sites, historical photos, journals, diaries, eyewitness accounts, newspapers, and the like; documentary 
films, oral testimony from living witnesses, censuses, tax records, city directories, statistical 
compilations, and economic indicators.  
 
5.  Historical Issues—Analysis and Decision-Making 
A. Identify issues and problems in the past and analyze the interests, values, perspectives, and points 
of view of those involved in the situation.  
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