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HEC-TV Live! Presents 
Survivors of the Holocaust 

 
Original Air Date:  January 26, 2011 
Grade Levels: 7-12 
 
Program Description: 
What was it like to be a Jew in Europe prior to World War II?  How was your life different from 
non-Jews?  What did you know about the regime in Nazi Germany and what happened to you as a 
result of its rule?  What was it like to be sent away from your parents on the Kindertransport or to stay 
in your home country and be taken away to a concentration camp? What was life like in the camps? 
What did it mean to be liberated?  For this very special program, take your study of World War II and 
the Holocaust to individuals who lived through them.  Ask these questions and more as you interact 
with Holocaust survivors.  
 
Our focus in this program is not on exploring the historic details of World War II or the Holocaust, but 
is to provide students the rare and important opportunity to hear directly from those who lived during 
that time and survived to share their experiences with others. This program will come live from the 
Holocaust Museum and Learning Center in St. Louis. The program will also include information about 
resources available through the Center. 
 
Program Objectives: 
 
1.  The participant will gain a greater understanding of what it meant to live during the Holocaust. 
2.  The participant will interact with individuals providing primary source accounts of recent world 
events. 
3.  The participant will meet people and hear stories from diverse perspectives. 
 
Program Format: 
 
The videoconference consists of the following segments. 
 
1.  Welcome and Introduction—Student groups and experts are introduced and welcomed to the 
program.  
 
2.  Interaction with the Survivors—Students hear directly from Ilse Altman and George Spooner who 
lived during World War II and suffered during the Holocaust, and have the opportunity to ask each of 
them questions.  
 
3. Closing Segment--Including summary of topics discussed and final questions from students. 
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   Featured National Standards (History): 
   Grades 5-12: 

Historical Thinking Standards 
2. Historical Comprehension  
B. Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage by identifying who was involved, what 
happened, where it happened, what events led to these developments, and what consequences or 
outcomes followed.  
C. Identify the central question(s) the historical narrative addresses and the purpose, perspective, or 
point of view from which it has been constructed.  
F. Appreciate historical perspectives--(a) describing the past on its own terms, through the eyes and 
experiences of those who were there, as revealed through their literature, diaries, letters, debates, arts, 
artifacts, and the like; (b) considering the historical context in which the event unfolded--the values, 
outlook, options, and contingencies of that time and place; and (c) avoiding “present-mindedness,” 
judging the past solely in terms of present-day norms and values.  
 
4. Historical Research Capabilities 

A. Formulate historical questions from encounters with historical documents, eyewitness 
accounts, letters, diaries, artifacts, photos, historical sites, art, architecture, and other records from the 
past.  
B. Obtain historical data from a variety of sources, including: library and museum collections, historic 
sites, historical photos, journals, diaries, eyewitness accounts, newspapers, and the like; documentary 
films, oral testimony from living witnesses, censuses, tax records, city directories, statistical 
compilations, and economic indicators.  
 
5.  Historical Issues—Analysis and Decision-Making 
A. Identify issues and problems in the past and analyze the interests, values, perspectives, and points 
of view of those involved in the situation.  
 
Program-Related Activity Suggestions: 
 
1.  Have students compare their previous understanding of what they thought it would mean to be a 
Holocaust survivor with their view of that situation after participating in the program.  What surprised 
them the most?  What reinforced what they already believed?  What new insights did they gain into 
the military and wartime experience?  Have students share their thoughts in class discussion, journal 
entries, or written reports. 
 
2.  To extend their study of the Holocaust and its effects on survivors, have students check out other 
HEC-TV Holocaust-themed free videos available on our Educate.Today website.  Just type 
“Holocaust” into the keyword search 
 
3.  Have students write a letter to one of the guests from our program detailing an insight the student 
gained from hearing their story, an appreciation for their participation, and/or another focus area of 
their choice.  You can send their letter to us at the address below.  Students can email us at 
live@hectv.org; please put Letter to Holocaust Survivor in the title line. 
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Supplemental Resources: 
 
More information about the St. Louis Holocaust Museum and Learning Center can be found at 
http://www.hmlc.org/. 
 
To access information and resources from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum can be 
found at http://www.ushmm.org/. 
 
Resources from The Holocaust Centre in Britain can be found at http://hcentrenew.aegisdns.co.uk/. 
 
Additional resources about World War II can be found at http://www.nationalww2museum.org/, the 
website of the United States National World War II Museum. 
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