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Constitution Day 2015:  The Voting Rights Act of 1965 and Its Current Implications  

Sponsored by The Missouri Bar 

 

Original Air Date: September 17, 2014 

Grade Levels: 7-12 

 

Program Description: 

2015 marks the 50th anniversary of the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.  The importance 

of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 cannot be overstated.  Historians generally agree that the passage 

of the Act, along with the Civil Rights Act of 1964, finally brought to fruition the promises 

embodied in the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to the United States Constitution. President 

Lyndon Johnson considered passage of the Voting Rights Act and that of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964, the highlights of his presidency.  The original Act’s scope and depth, as well the renewal of 

the Act multiple times over the next 50 years, have truly brought meaningful voting rights changes 

for not only African-Americans but other groups as well.  

 

The issue of voting rights remains a topic of important national discussion as the U.S. Supreme 

Court’s recent decision in Shelby County v. Holder demonstrates.  How did the Voting Rights Act 

of 1965 come to be?  What were the cultural, legal, and political forces that made it a reality?  

What were its important provisions and what constitutional concepts were those provisions based 

on?  Why has the Act made such a difference in the lives of Americans?  What are the Act’s 

continuing implications today?  View the program archive filmed at the Thomas F. Eagleton 

Federal Courthouse in St. Louis to learn from our panel of judges, constitutional scholars, 

attorneys, and historians for a vibrant and insightful discussion as we explore these questions and 

more.  

 

Topics include details on the provisions of the Act itself and the political, cultural, and legal forces 

that contributed to its passage.  We explore the Constitutional concepts that were at issue.  And we 

gauge the importance of the Act as we discuss its impact on American life at the time of its passage 

and its continuing impact through subsequent legislation and the voting rights issues and 

legislation of today.  Preparatory materials include a Study Guide created by the Missouri Bar 

specifically for the program.   

 

Panelists for the program include:  Honorable Catherine D. Perry—Chief Judge, U.S. District 

Court, Eastern District of Missouri; Jason Kander—Secretary of State, Missouri; Mark 

Updegrove—Executive Director, LBJ Presidential Library; Stephen Davis—Attorney with Arent 

Fox LLP and adjunct professor of law at Saint Louis University; Denise Lieberman—Senior 

Attorney, Advancement Project. 

 

Program Objectives: 

Students will be able to: 

1. Describe the essential components of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

2. Explain the impact of the Voting Rights Act for African-Americans and other minorities. 

3. Explain the impact of the Voting Rights Act on America’s democratic and political 

landscape. 

4. Discuss current issues impacted by the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

 



3 

 

 

   

Program Format: 

The following is the time-coded agenda for the afternoon program with guests Honorable 

Catherine D. Perry, Denise Lieberman, and Stephen Davis.  Time codes are provided in blue to 

help you find specific segments in the program. 

 

Constitution Day 2015 

Afternoon Program Archived Agenda (Program 2) 

 

1.  Welcome and Introduction—Student groups and experts are introduced and welcomed to the 

program.  (00:00 to 07:00) 

 

2.  Historic Context of the Time— In this segment, we explore the cultural and legal context of 

American life, especially for African-Americans, in the late 1950’s and early 1960’s that led to 

establishment of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.  Topics include barriers to voting that were 

prevalent at the time, voter registration efforts of the time, and civil rights actions demanding 

voting rights with sample events such as those in Selma, Alabama on “Bloody Sunday.”  (07:00 to 

22:48) 

 

Student Questions in this Segment: 

After the Civil Rights Act of 1964 what were some of the violent resistance African Americans 

faced when registering to vote?  

Canton, OH—What kinds of questions were asked on literacy tests to vote?  

 

Videos in this Segment:  

Examples of Voting Barrier from President Johnson’s speech, “The American Promise” (at the 

08:30 mark) 

Julian Zelizer, author of “The Fierce Urgency of Now” on the Value of Civil Rights Marches (at 

the 11:28 mark) 

Newsreel footage of the “Bloody Sunday” events in Selma, Alabama (at the 12:39 mark) 

Excerpt from “Sisters of Selma” showing civil rights march (at the 16:45 mark) 

Excerpt from President Johnson’s speech “The American Promise” referring to the events in Selma 

(at the 18:00 mark) 

 

3.  Provisions of the Act and Constitutional Concepts at Work— In this segment, we look at 

the important components of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and explore the important 

constitutional concepts related to the Act and its components including the Fifteenth, and Twenty-

Fourth Amendments, provisions of the Voting Rights Act including preclearance, and the issues of 

federalism and states rights.  Court cases mentioned will include Harper v. Virginia State Board of 

Elections and South Carolina v. Katzenbach. (22:49 to 36:29) 

 

Student Questions in This Segment: 

What kind of provisions made the VRA of 1965 more enforceable than previous laws?  

The image of the Little Rock 9 is a powerful example of enforcement of Federal law in opposition 

to state and local governments.  Are there any similar examples in how the VRA was 

enforced?  Any notable scenes or state vs. federal "show-downs"? 

When men come of age to vote, they are required by law to sign up for the draft or else they are not 

allowed to vote.  (Is this disenfranchisement?)   Why doesn't this law apply to women as well?   
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4.  Implications of the Act— In this segment, explore both the immediate implications and 

consequences of the Act’s passage on voting rights and voting opportunity, 1960’s Supreme Court 

decisions upholding the Act, recent issues regarding voter identification and voting rights, recent 

court decisions such as Shelby County v. Holder that deal with the Act, and the importance of 

voting and voter registration efforts. In addition to Shelby County v. Holder other court case 

references will include Crawford v. Marion County Election Board, and Frank v. Walker.  (36:30 

to 55:22) 

 

Student Questions in this Segment: 

The VRA was obviously directed to poll taxes in southern states.  How do voters in southern states 

like Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia consider the VRA today? 

What does the Voting Rights Act have to say about "Voter Identification Laws", especially those in 

Missouri?   

Aren't photo IDs necessary and useful for many government purposes?  If photos are provided by 

government free of charge, even going to people's homes to take them, how are photo IDs 

burdensome to voters?   Wouldn't they protect the integrity of our elections?  

Should state actions today be judged on things done in 1972?  

Would it be more effective to organize voting on a national basis rather than state?  Ie:  should 

voting registration be carried out by the federal government instead of the states? 

Is low voter turn-out due to difficulty registering to vote, or is it rather a problem of citizens 

choosing not to vote?   

 

Videos in this Segment: 

The two sides of Shelby County V Holder (at the 40:15 mark) 

 

5.  Summary and Closing—We discuss the importance of voting and have final thoughts on the 

impact of the Voting Rights Act. (55:23 to 1:00:25) 

 

Videos in this Segment: 

Sister Ebo on the Responsibility to Vote (at the 57:47 mark) 

 

Below please find the time-coded agenda for the morning program with guests Mark Updegrove, 

Jason Kander, Honorable Catherine D. Perry, and Denise Lieberman.  Time codes are provided in 

blue to help you find specific segments in the program. 

 

Constitution Day 2015 

Morning Program Archived Agenda (Program 1) 

 

1.  Welcome and Introduction—Student groups and experts will be introduced and welcomed to 

the program. (00:00 to 06:09) 
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2.  Historic Context of the Time—In this segment, we explore the cultural and legal context of 

American life, especially for African-Americans, in the late 1950’s and early 1960’s that led to 

establishment of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.  Topics include barriers to voting that were 

prevalent at the time, voter registration efforts of the time, and civil rights actions demanding 

voting rights with sample events such as those in Selma, Alabama on “Bloody Sunday.”  (06:10 to 

27:28) 

 

Student Questions in this Segment: 

What were the conditions that allowed free African Americans in the 1850’s to vote?  Why were 

those conditions limited to only certain areas?  

Did the freed slaves in the North face the same challenges to vote? Did they in the 50’s and 60’s?  

How come the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments were laws that weren’t enforced? 

Do you think the murder of voting rights activists in Philadelphia, Mississippi along with other acts 

of violence inspired people in power to enact legislation? 

 

Videos in this Segment:  

Examples of Voting Barrier from President Johnson’s speech, “The American Promise” (at the 

11:34 mark) 

Newsreel footage of the “Bloody Sunday” events in Selma, Alabama (at the 21:17 mark) 

Excerpt from “Sisters of Selma” showing civil rights march (at the 24:47 mark) 

 

3.  Provisions of the Act and Constitutional Concepts at Work—In this segment, we look at the 

important components of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and explore the important constitutional 

concepts related to the Act and its components including the Fifteenth, and Twenty-Fourth 

Amendments, provisions of the Voting Rights Act including preclearance, and the issues of 

federalism and states rights.  Court cases mentioned will include Harper v. Virginia State Board of 

Elections and South Carolina v. Katzenbach. (27:29 to 40:52) 

 

Student Questions in This Segment: 

Section 2 of the 1965 Voting Rights Act closely resembled the language of the 15th amendment.  

Why do you suppose that is? 

Is the VRA part of the Constitution?  If not, will it be?  

Does requiring a person to prove citizenship when registering to vote discriminate if everyone has 

to do it?  

 

4.  Implications of the Act—In this segment, we explore the implications and consequences of the 

Act’s passage on voting rights and voting opportunity, recent issues regarding voter identification 

and voting rights, recent court decisions such as Shelby County v. Holder that deal with the Act, 

and the importance of voting and voter registration efforts. In addition to Shelby County v. Holder 

other court case references will include Crawford v. Marion County Election Board, and Frank v. 

Walker.  (40:53 to 55:43) 
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Student Questions in this Segment: 

Why is voter ID discriminatory toward people when in today’s world we use ID’s for everything?  

Should state actions today be judged on things done in 1972?  

Tim read—Lift for Life Academy—The VRA was directed toward African-Americans.  Did it also 

have any other minority groups in mind such as Native Americans or Hispanic-Americans?  Even 

if not, what has its impact been on those communities, as well? 

Tim read—Clayton High School—Is low voter turn-out due to difficulty registering to vote, or is it 

rather a problem of citizens choosing not to vote?   

Tim read—Clayton High School—Would it be more effective to organize voting on a national 

basis rather than state?  Ie:  should voting registration be carried out by the federal government 

instead of the states? 

ON SITE—McCluer South-Berkeley—Do you agree with the idea that the Voting Rights Act of 

1965 was more transformative in America than the 1944 GI Bill? (Lawrence Woods) 

 

Videos in this Segment: 

The two sides of Shelby County V Holder (at the 42:53 mark) 

 

5.  Summary and Closing—We’ll summarize the major Constitutional implications of the 

program’s discussion and close the program. (55:44 to 1:00:16) 

 

Videos in this Segment: 

Sister Ebo on the Responsibility to Vote (at the 57:26 mark) 

 

Featured National and State Standards: 

Schools from across the country are invited to join in the program.  Missouri state standards are 

provided for Missouri schools since funding for this program comes from The Missouri Bar. 

(Missouri’s civics standards are based on the Civitas national standard.) 

 

The Missouri Bar Constitution Day provides the content and teaching methodology, based upon 

inquiry instruction necessary to meet the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education’s Show Me Standards, Course Level, and Grade Level Expectations (GLE) that 

complement the standards for several areas of social studies.  Note:  Only the goals, CLEs, and 

GLEs that are relevant to Constitution Day activities are included in this document.  These 

standards are both from the Government and U.S. History standards.  

 

Show Me Knowledge/Content Standards: 

Social Studies 1—Principles expressed in the documents shaping democracy in the U.S. 

Social Studies 3—Principles and process of governance systems.  

Performance Process Standards: 

1.2—Conduct research to answer questions and evaluate information and ideas. 

3.6—Examine problems and proposed solutions from multiple perspectives. 

 

Course Level Expectations/Depth of Knowledge 

1-A 2 

1-B 2 

2-C 2 

7-E 2 
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Program-Related Activity Suggestions: 

 

1.  Missouri Bar Study Guide—A variety of program-related activities and additional resources 

related to the program’s topic are included in the Constitution Day Study Guide prepared by the 

Missouri Bar and are available for anyone’s use in Teacher Tool 139:  Missouri Bar Voting 

Rights Study Guide available on Educate.Today.  Just click on the Teacher Tool button on the 

Video Play page for this archived program. 

 

2. Text of the Voting Rights Act of 1965—Utilizing resources of your own or the web link below, 

have students read the text of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.  Conduct a jigsaw activity with your 

students with different individuals or groups reading different sections of the Act and sharing what 

they have learned with each other.  

http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=100&page=transcript 

 

3.  President Johnson’s Speech to Congress (The American Promise)—Have students view the 

video of President Johnson addressing a Joint Session of Congress and the Nation in March 1965 

as he announces his intention to pass a Voting Rights act.  The video can be found at the LBJ 

Presidential Library You Tube web link listed below. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NvPhiuGZ6I  (His actual speech begins at the 03:50 mark 

and continues until the 48:30 mark; the rest is applause and the President shaking hands.) 

 

4.  President Johnson’s Speech as He Signs the Legislation—Have students view the video of 

President Johnson addressing the nation as he signs the Voting Rights Act of 1965.  The video can 

be found at the LBJ Presidential Library You Tube web link listed below.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D3O1YavsXbU  (His actual speech begins at the 06:06 mark 

and continues until the 26:50 mark; the rest is the President signing the Act, shaking hands and 

handing out pens.) 

 

5.  President Johnson Press Conference—Have students view a press conference by President 

Johnson in March 1965 by using the LBJ Library You Tube link below.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AGgc2J1VIfw (The President begins with a statement at the 

00:18 mark and continues until the 05:02 mark; the rest is questions from the press corps and the 

President’s responses to those questions.) 

 

6.  President Johnson Telephone Conversation with Governor Wallace—To learn more about 

President Johnson’s relationship with Governor Wallace of Alabama, have students listen to a 

telephone conversation between President Johnson and Governor Wallace of Alabama following 

the events of “Bloody Sunday” in Selma, Alabama.  The recordings are found by using the LBJ 

Library You Tube links below.  

 

Telephone Conversation between President Johnson and Governor George Wallace 3/18/65, part 1 

of 3 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N6T8_JNU79Y 

http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=100&page=transcript
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NvPhiuGZ6I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D3O1YavsXbU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AGgc2J1VIfw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N6T8_JNU79Y
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Telephone Conversation between President Johnson and Governor George Wallace 3/18/65, part 2 

of 3 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pcHK4Tjhe3c 

 

Telephone Conversation between President Johnson and Governor George Wallace 3/18/65, part 3 

of 3 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWf6HtXPSdM  

 

7.  President Johnson Teleophone Conversation with Dr. King—To provide students the 

opportunity to learn more about the working relationship between President Johnson and Martin 

Luther King, Jr., have students listen to telephone conversations between President Johnson and 

Martin Luther King, Jr.  The recordings are found by using the LBJ Library You Tube links below.   

 

Telephone Conversation between President Johnson and Martin Luther King, Jr. 1/15/65, part 1 of 

2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P3v4VCiYA0c 

 

Telephone Conversation between President Johnson and Martin Luther King, Jr. 1/15/65, part 2 of 

2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=900Pk8VyRTo 

 

8.  Subsequent Supreme Court Decisions—Using the links below and/or resources of your own, 

have students gain some familiarity with important Supreme Court decisions of the 1960’s that 

upheld the Voting Rights Act and also a 2013 decision that struck down part of the Act.   

Harper v. Virginia State Board of Elections (1966)— 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harper_v._Virginia_State_Board_of_Elections and  

http://www.oyez.org/cases/1960-1969/1965/1965_48  

 

South Carolina v. Katzenbach (1966)— 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Carolina_v._Katzenbach and  

http://www.oyez.org/cases/1960-1969/1965/1965_22_orig  

 

Shelby County v. Holder (2013)—https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shelby_County_v._Holder and 

http://www.oyez.org/cases/2010-2019/2012/2012_12_96  

 

9.  Utilizing LBJ Presidential Library Resources—For students interested in learning more 

about President Johnson and his actions as President regarding events related to civil rights, please 

have them consider the following resources from the LBJ Presidential Library digital archives. 

 

http://digital.lbjlibrary.org/record/VID-MP2265-66 This is video of President Johnson’s 

commencement address to Howard University in May of 1965.  His speech doesn't begin 

until 5:34; introductions happen before then.  In the speech, the President addresses moving 

beyond the Civil Rights Act through Great Society programs in the hopes of making the reality of 

equal opportunity and economic success for all more likely.   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pcHK4Tjhe3c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWf6HtXPSdM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P3v4VCiYA0c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=900Pk8VyRTo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harper_v._Virginia_State_Board_of_Elections
http://www.oyez.org/cases/1960-1969/1965/1965_48
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Carolina_v._Katzenbach
http://www.oyez.org/cases/1960-1969/1965/1965_22_orig
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shelby_County_v._Holder
http://www.oyez.org/cases/2010-2019/2012/2012_12_96
http://digital.lbjlibrary.org/record/VID-MP2265-66
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http://digital.lbjlibrary.org/record/OH-Martin-84-1-1 This document is an oral history transcript of 

an interview with Louis Martin who was an advisor to Presidents Kennedy and Johnson.  Most of 

the conversation deals with his job as liaison between the White House and African-American 

newspapers and other leaders and organizations in regard to the topic of civil rights. At the end, he 

provides a nice summary of what he considers President Johnson’s greatest achievements. 

 
http://digital.lbjlibrary.org/record/OH-Marshall-74-216-1 This document is an oral history 

transcript of an interview with Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall who served as Solicitor 

General for President Johnson and was appointed by President Johnson to the Supreme Court.  He 

describes conversations with President Johnson regarding his appointments and his assessment of 

President Johnson’s strengths and his commitment to civil rights. 

 

Supplemental Resources: 

 

1.  Web resources with materials, lesson plans, and additional web links related to the content of 

the program can be found at: 

www.lbjlibrary.org/ (Website of the Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library and Museum) 

 

http://www.archives.gov/legislative/resources/education/voting-rights/ (National Archives website) 

 

http://www.tolerance.org/lesson/voting-rights-act-1965-and-beyond (Teaching Tolerance website 

of the Southern Poverty Law Center) 

 

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/voting-rights (iCivics website) 

 

http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ebcfebee-c42f-4bb0-a1d6-ea64a4dff8c2/voting-rights-

act-lesson-plan/ (PBS website) 

 

http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/06/26/6-qs-about-the-news-a-history-of-voting-

rights/?_r=0 (New York Times Learning Network website) 

 

2.  An interview HEC-TV conducted with Julian Zelizer, author of “The Fierce Urgency of Now:  

Lyndon Johnson, Congress, and the Battle for the Great Society” can be found at 

http://www.hectv.org/watch/maryville-talks-books/the-fierce-urgency-of-now-one-on-one-with-

julian-zelizer/18553/. 

 

3.  Voting Issues and Election Administration Today—Learn more about election procedures, 

voting rights issues, and recent recommendations made by the Presidential Commission on 

Election Administration at http://www.supportthevoter.gov. 
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