
   
 

Teacher Tool 136: Program 2 Agenda  
 

History in the First Person: 
Music Moved the Movement—Civil Rights and the Blues 

Program 2 Agenda 
 
Time codes are provided in blue to help you find a specific segment in the archived program. 
 
I.  Welcome and Introduction— An overview of the program’s theme and importance of the topic are 
presented as student groups and expert panelists are welcomed to the program.  Guests for this program are 
Reena Evers-Everette, daughter of Medgar and Myrlie Evers, educator and Executive Director of the 
Medgar and Myrlie Evers Institute and Big George Brock, St. Louis blues legend.  Jacqueline Dace, 
Director of Internal Affairs for the National Blues Museum, moderates the panel.  (00:00 to 05:56) 
 
II.  Song 1—“Why I Sing the Blues,” B.B.King (1969)— In this section of the program, we view a short 
video with excerpts from the song, discuss the nature of blues music (its form, impact, and purpose), civil 
rights issues and events referred to in the lyrics of the song, specific song lyrics, and the impact of B.B. 
King on blues music.  Student questions are woven throughout the segment.  Additional still images and 
videos are woven in as panelists answer student questions and discuss the topic. (05:57 to 15:58) 
   
Student Questions Included in this Segment: 

What was it like growing up in Mississippi when you did?  Was prejudice and discrimination 
something you faced all the time? 
What got you interested in music and especially blues music? 

 
III.  Song 2—“Hard Times,” Big George Brock (2005)—In this section of the program, we view a video 
performance of the song by George Brock, discuss civil rights issues and events referred to in the lyrics of 
the song, specific song lyrics, and the impact of George Brock and this song on Blues music and the Civil 
Rights movement.  Student questions are woven throughout the segment.  Additional still images and videos 
are woven in as panelists answer student questions and discuss the topic. (15:59 to 30:56) 
 
Student Questions Included in this Segment: 

What does “Hard Times” mean to you? 
Does a blues song have to be about “hard times?”  Can a blues song be about “good times?” 
Ms. Evers-Everette:  what was your life like growing up? 

 
IV.  Poem—“A Keen for Medgar,” Jim Williams (1965)—In this section of the program, view a short 
video with excerpts from the poem, discuss Medgar Evers’ background and achievements in and impact on 
the Civil Rights movement, as well as his legacy.  Student questions are woven throughout the segment.  
Additional still images and videos are woven in as panelists answer student questions and discuss the topic. 
(30:57 to 49:46) 
 
Student Questions Included in this Segment: 

Why did your father decide to become so active in the Civil Rights movement?  What motivated 
him? 
When you hear the poem being read, what does it make you think of? 
Ms. Evers-Everette:  describe your father’s work in Civil Rights.  What did he do?  What drove him 
to do it?   
How would you describe your mother’s impact on the Civil Rights movement? 



   
 

 
V.  Song 4—“A Change is Gonna Come,” Sam Cooke (1964)—In this section of the program, we view a 
short video with excerpts from the song, civil rights issues and events referred to in the lyrics of the song, 
and work in the Civil Rights movement today.  Student questions are woven throughout the segment.  
Additional still images and videos are woven in as panelists answer student questions and discuss the topic. 
(49:47 to 56:51) 
 
Student Questions Included in this Segment: 

How have things changed? 
 
VI.  Summary and Closing—The panel offers their final thoughts on the program topics, answer final 
student questions, and we say thank you and goodbye. (56:52 to 01:00:32) 
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