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Explore! Archaeology 
 
 
Original Program Air Date:  February 1, 2018 
Grade Levels:  3-6 
 
 
Program Description: 
Finding out interesting information and hearing exciting stories of how people lived before our times is 
always fascinating.  But have you ever wondered, how exactly do we learn about those people and make 
sense of how they lived?  For this episode of Explore! we seek to understand more about the processes that 
make our knowledge of previous people possbile as we ask the big picture question,  “What does an 
archaeologist do?”  Be part of the exploration, share your responses to pre-program activities, and ask your 
questions of our guest experts when you join us February 1 for any of our scheduled programs. 
 
To investigate the program’s theme and big picture question through a cross-curricular approach, each 
episode of Explore! utilizes Who, What, Where, When, Why and How questions:  
Who does that? gives students a chance to meet someone who works in the field or does an activity related 
to the program’s theme. 
What do you want to know? guides our segments when we go to questions from participating groups.  
Where is that? focuses on a geographic exploration related to the program’s theme.   
When did that happen? takes us back in time to people, places, events related to the program’s theme.   
How does that work? lets students discover the workings of a machine or concept related to the program’s 
theme. 
Why you ask? delves into more detail/explanation/background on a topic related to the program’s theme.   
 
Through the course of this energetic and interactive cross-curricular episode, we explore those questions in 
a number of ways.  Students meet, interact with, and ask questions of archaeologists currently working on a 
dig in Ireland.  They find out how to set up an archaeological dig, investigate how artifacts are found and 
extracted, and learn about the processes used to date those artifacts.  We travel to interesting locations 
related to archaeology and take a trip through time as we look at major events in the history of archaeology.  
And, after viewing the archived program, they get a chance to answer our big picture question for 
themselves.   
 
 
Find the Archived Program and Related Materials At: http://educate.today/videos/4404  
 
 
Program Objectives: 
Students will: 
1.  Engage in critical and creative thinking. 
2.  Build on their current understanding of, and develop new insights into, archaeology and how it helps us 
understand our past.  
3.  Be able to identify and explain the use of different methods, tools, and equipment used in an 
archaeological dig.  
4.  Interact with professionals whose work focuses on archaeology. 
5.  Develop an answer for themselves to the question:  "What does an archaeologist do?”   
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Program Format:   
Time codes are provided in blue to help you find specific segments in the program. 
 
I.  Part 1—Welcome, Program Overview, History of Archaeology 
This segment includes the following information: 

A. Welcome from the Hosts and overview information on the program (00:00 to 01:32) 
B. When Did That Happen timeline segment which highlights important events in the history of 

archaeology (01:33 to 03:59) 
C. An activity highlighting the concept of “seriation” and how it relates to archaeology (04:00 to 

07:24) 
 
II.  LIVE Interactive Segment with Archaeologist Dr. Thomas J. Finan (07:25 to 17:04) 
Students learn from the program guest, Dr. Thomas Finan, as he shares information and video about the 
following topics related to his current archaeological dig in Ireland: 

A. Big Picture of the Dig—Why did you dig where you did?  How did you realize this would be a 
good place to dig?  How, if in any way, did the terrain of the land help you determine where to dig?  
What were you hoping to find?  Etc. 

B. The Dig Process—How do you go about measuring the area to dig and laying out the dig site?  
What kind of time and care do you take while digging?  Etc. 

C. Tools and Equipment Used—What kind of tools are used?  Why those tools?  Do the tools utilized 
change depending on soil type, what you’re looking for, etc.”   

 
III.  Where is That?  Interesting Archaeological Sites Around the World (17:05 to 21:28) 
This  “Where is That?” segment highlights interesting and important archaeological sites around the world. 
 
IV.  LIVE Interactive segment with Archaeologist Dr. Thomas J. Finan (21:29 to 25:18) 
Dr. Finan joins us again to answer student questions and share information and video about the following 
topics: 

A. Tough Conditions While Digging—Do you dig in all kinds of weather?  What do you do to 
protect the dig if the weather gets bad?  How do the weather conditions affect your ability to find 
artifacts?  Etc. 

B. Recording and Labeling the Artifacts—How do you determine if an artifact is worth keeping?  
How do you label the artifacts and note where it was found, etc.?  What happens back in the lab 
when you get the artifacts home or do you take the artifacts home?  Etc. 

C. What About Artifacts That Can’t Be Taken/Moved?  
 
V.  Closing Segment (25:19 to 26:24) 
. 
Featured National Standards: 
The following Common Core Standards for English/Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social 
Studies, Science and Technical Subjects are referenced in this program: 
 
Grades 3-6 College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading 

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and 
quantitatively, as well as in words. 

 
Grades 3-6 College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and 
collaborate with others. 
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7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

 
Grades 3-6 College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening 

1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse 
partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of 

reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance 
understanding of presentations. 

 
Grades 3-6 College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Language 

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases 
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; 
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term 
important to comprehension or expression. 

 
Program-Related Activity Suggestions:  The activities below are designed to get your students thinking 
more about the topics explored in the program.  Use them in whole class, small group, or 
individualized/differentiated learning settings. 
 
1.  Learn About the Location of the Archaeological Dig—The purpose of this activity is to get students 
thinking about Lough Ce, the location in Ireland where the archaeologists joining us for the program are 
currently searching for artifacts at an archaeological dig.  To engage in this exploration, consider using 
information and examples from any of the web resources below, and/or having student explore the sites on 
their own.  Have students share information with each other about what they learned, and develop questions 
they’d like to ask the program guests.  
 
Web resources to learn about Lough Ce: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lough_Key 
http://www.britainirelandcastles.com/Ireland/County-Roscommon/MacDermotts-Castle.html 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McDermott%27s_Castle  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhiVJmD7jKA :  Drone footage of the castle at Lough Ce 
http://www.hectv.org/watch/hec-tv-presents/irelands-medieval-mystery-unearthed-promo/25737/ Promo of 
upcoming HEC-TV documentary dealing with the archaeological dig at Lough Ce 
 
2.  Think About What Happens at an Archaeological Dig—This activity gives students a chance to 
explore more about what goes on at an archaeological dig.  To engage in this exploration, consider using 
information and examples from any of the web resources below as well as any of your own, and/or having 
student explore the sites on their own.   
 
Web resources to learn about archaeological dig sites:   
How long does it take to excavate an archaeological dig site?  
https://science.howstuffworks.com/environmental/earth/geology/excavate-archaeological-dig-site.htm 
How to perform an archaeological dig:  https://sciencing.com/perform-archaeological-dig-2065469.html 
Basic Archaeology:  What’s a Dig?  
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/archaeology/whatsadig.htm 
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3.  Think About What Happens with the Artifacts Found at a Dig— This activity gives students a 
chance to think about what happens to the artifacts found at an archeological dig, and what goes on at an 
archaeologist’s lab.   
 
Web resources to learn about what happens with artifacts: 
https://livesandlegaciesblog.org/2015/09/10/after-digging-what-happens-in-the-archaeology-lab/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iyaUEAKrXtg 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLlJXYKDx-Y 
 
4.  Create Your Own Stratigraphy Cake—Building on the example shown in the archived students, create 
a stratigraphy cake or cakes for your students to excavate.  Have them record where artifacts are found and 
engage in discussion to determine what they think the object might be, what it was used for, etc.  As a 
variation on this activity, have students develop their own stratigraphy cakes and present them to class.  
Have them provide information on why they selected the artifacts they did, what they think those artifacts 
might mean to future folks who might have found them, etc.   
 
If you’d like to share pictures of stratigraphy cakes you and your students have made, please e-mail them to 
us at live@hectv.org or info@educate.today with Stratigraphy Cake in the title line.  We’ll get back in touch 
and let you know more details about publication procedures. 
 
Vocabulary: 
The following terms and their definitions are highlighted in the program: 
 
Archaeologist 
Archaeology 
Excavation 
Seriation 
Stratigraphy 
 

 


