
   
 

Strange Fruit Activity 
 
Learning Objectives:  
Students will 
1.  Students will learn about lynching and its relationship to racism in American history. 
2.  Students will learn about the many strategies that were used to stem the tide of lynchings which 
engulfed the South, especially, in the first half of the 20th century. 
3.  Students will use primary source documents to analyze the lynchings throughout the United 
States. 
 
Type of Teacher Tool:  Whole Class Activity 
Targeted Grade Level(s):  9-12 
Targeted Curriculum Areas:  Social Studies 
 
Videos/Resources/Materials Needed:   

1. Civil Rights 2:  History in the First Person:  Music Moved the Movement—Civil Rights 
and the Blues Program 1 

2. Civil Rights 25:  Strange Fruit  
3. Civil Rights 26:  Reasons Behind Lynching 
4. History of Lynchings, http://www.naacp.org/history-of-lynchings/ 
5. 2.  This Map Shows Over a Century of Documented Lynchings in the United States, 

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/map-shows-over-a-century-of-documented-
lynchings-in-united-states-180961877 

6. http://www.news-leader.com/story/news/politics/2017/08/30/lawmaker-advocates-
lynching-springfield-confederate-statue-vandal-observers-say/618650001/ 

 
Teacher Instructions:        
The NAACP states that there were 4,743 lynchings between 1882-1968 in the United States.  Of 
these people that were lynched 3,446 were black.  Certainly, there were many more occurrences of 
this horrific act that were not recorded or were not classified as lynchings.  Lynchings were not 
done in secret, as most illegal acts are.  Sociologists Stewart Tolnay and E.M. Beck, authors of “A 
Festival of Violence,” stated that “To be an effective mechanism for social control, lynchings had 
to be visible, with the killing being publicly known, especially to the target population.” 
 
People were lynched throughout the United States but most lynchings outside of the South were 
vigilante justice meted out to murderers or cattle thieves.   
 
There were more than 200 anti-lynching bills introduced in Congress but each was blocked by 
Southern Senators.  Billie Holiday’s performance and recording of Strange Fruit helped spur anti-
lynching efforts. 
 
Students should research and create a map of lynchings in both a Southern and Northern or 
Western state between 1882 and 1968.  Have them study the patterns and draw conclusions about 
the reasons behind the patterns.  These conclusions should be submitted in written form and 
students should be prepared to defend their conclusions in class. 



   
 

 
Extension Activity: 
 
A Missouri Representative called for those involved in a cemetery vandalism to be hung.  Initiate a 
class discussion about freedom of speech versus inciting violence. 
 
http://www.news-leader.com/story/news/politics/2017/08/30/lawmaker-advocates-lynching-
springfield-confederate-statue-vandal-observers-say/618650001/ 
 
Assessment/Evaluation Option:   
Conclusions about the reasons should include, at a minimum, these items: 
1.  Removal of federal troops after Reconstruction 
2.  The rise of the Ku Klux Klan 
3.  Passage of Jim Crow Laws 
 
Map should have a title, legend, North arrow, scale 
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