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Arts Integration Activity:  Crime Scene Investigation 
 
Type of Teacher Tool:  Small Group 
Targeted Grade Level(s): 5-8/9-12 
Targeted Curriculum Areas:  Science, Media Arts 
 
Learning Objectives:  
The learner will: 

1.  explore the essential elements involved in police investigation of a crime and the science, 
communication and sociology involved in bringing that investigation to a successful conclusion 

2. form and apply defensible evaluations in the constructive critique of media artworks and 
production processes. 

National Standards: 
1.  National Core Arts Standards Media Arts MA:Re9.1.HSII 

Form and apply defensible evaluations in the constructive and systematic critique of media artworks 
and production processes. 

2. Grades 9-12 NS.9-12.1 SCIENCE AS INQUIRY As a result of activities in grades 9-12, all students 
should develop • Abilities necessary to do scientific inquiry • Understandings about scientific 
inquiry 

3. Featured National Standards: (Social Studies) From the National Council for the Social Studies 10. 
Civic Ideals and Practices Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the 
study of the ideals, principles, and practices of citizenship in a democratic republic, so that the 
learner can:  
Early Grades d. identify and practice selected forms of civic discussion and participation consistent  
with the ideals of citizens in a democratic republic;  
 
Middle Grades and High School d. practice forms of civic discussion and participation consistent 
with the ideals of citizens in a democratic republic; 

      
Resources/Materials Needed: 
Forensics 9: The Science Behind Criminal Investigations 
 
Teacher Instructions: 

1. Have students share what they found most interesting and potentially frustrating about the careers 
they saw today.  

2. Have students develop a list of criteria to evaluate the video production and then determine if the 
video was successful in accomplishing the first learner objective. 

3. Have students discuss the procedures and practices used in the investigation that ensure justice was 
served. 
 

Assessment/Evaluation Option 
1. Have the students list the techniques used in a criminal investigation 
2. Have students discuss the validity of the media criteria developed. 
3. Have the students discuss the techniques used that ensure justice was served.  
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