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How I Use the Website:  Studying Fossils 
by Rhonda Proske 

3rd grade teacher—Ferguson-Florissant School District, MO 
 

 I love beginning lessons with a video clip that catches students’ attention and/or gives 
them an overview of what is going to be learned.  Although there are excellent full-length videos 
on many topics, I think that in elementary classes, video segments are often best to use.  Of 
course, over several days, you may wind up using the whole video through different daily 
segments. 
 
 In third grade we study fossils.  (3-LS4-1 Analyze and interpret data from fossils to 
provide evidence of the organisms and the environments in which they lived long ago.)  I went to 
the Educate.Today “search video library” button.  I typed in the word fossils and was directed to 
two videos.  The video entitled “Geology 1” told me that the grade levels it includes are k-8, and 
the description told me that the video would tell about how artifacts from the past teach us about 
life before our time, where fossils can be found, and how they can be extracted.  I believed this 
summary fit my standard. 
 
 Next, I checked the Teacher Tool 47 that was attached to the video.  It was a study guide 
for the video.  I was looking for something that highlighted what a fossil is and what it can tell us 
about our environment.  I found that a segment from 11:34-19:16 sounded perfect.  I watched the 
whole video but I particularly checked the segment that I thought fit what I wanted to introduce to 
my class. 
 
 I had my class watch the segment.  I asked them to turn and talk about their understanding 
of fossils and what the clip explained.  They wrote three key points in their science notebooks as 
well as the fossil definition. 
 
 The class then completed an activity called “Trash Can Archeology.”  The objective was to 
understand that scientists research fossils in order to provide evidence of the organisms and 
environments in which they lived long ago.  Students were given instructions that archaeologists 
study artifacts/objects or trace fossils (evidence of an animal or human rather than the actual 
animal or human themselves) to learn about the way people or animals lived long ago.  Students 
were divided into groups and given different “trash bags” to observe and discuss.  The trash 
included show tickets, food wrappers, map—trash of a tourist; homework paper, old notebook, 
broken pencil and crayons—trash of a student; nails, work gloves with holes, wrapper off 
shingles—trash of a carpenter.  The students worked together to study the trash and decide what 
the trace fossils told about the humans who threw them away.  The students wrote in their logs, 
“We infer that the humans probably  __________________________.”  The students shared their 
inferences with the class. 
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