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How I Use the Website:  In the Gifted Classroom 
by Ed Grooms 

Gifted teacher—Nevada School District, MO 
 

RESEARCH (Individual and Small Group) 
 
Early on in my career primary research with gifted students was severely limited.  Very few first 
person accounts or individuals who made history were easily available to gifted students.  
Researching projects like Missouri History Day was frustrating and excessively time consuming. . 
With the wonderful resources at Educate.Today the breadth and depth of first person video for 
individual students and small groups is exciting.   Students can individually search for interviews 
about the space program.  Small groups can divide and conquer a wealth of material on 
Engineering.  The primary research possibilities are endless.  Also, an important part of any 
program for gifted students is Affective Education.  The show casing of the philosophy behind the 
First Robotics competition brings home, in a real world experience to gifted students, the 
importance of affective education. 
 
CAREER EXPLORATION 
 
Gifted students can research the video clips and hear people from scientific, public service and arts 
communities talk about their impact on the world.  And with the interactive shows, gifted students 
have the opportunity to ask these professionals questions about their work.  How engaging for 
young gifted students to have the opportunity to interact with a scientist developing robotics 
systems, a doctor performing remote surgery, or an designer developing a concept for a theatrical 
production.   
 
PRODUCTION PROCESS 
 
Finally, the website offers me, as a teacher of gifted students, a  practical way to meet the needs of 
a diverse population.  Differentiation in the past was much more challenging.  Educate. Today  
easily facilitates  individual, small group, or large group work.  The site also works easily with 
newer teaching  strategies like  the “flipped classroom,” or  project based learning.  And for the 
focused gifted student it easily allows for individual projects.  Educate.Today offers a very real 
opportunity to let a student become responsible for her/his own learning. 
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