
 
 

Media Studies and Media Literacy 
Resource List for Grades K through 4 

 
The resources in this section can be used with the Media Studies and Media Literacy Curriculum 
Packet for grades K through 4. 
 
Books 
Nonfiction and Biography 

• Learning About Ads (Media Literacy for Kids), 2015 by Martha E. H. Rustad (Author). 
Advertisements are everywhere! Young students need to know how to react to them. 
Straightforward text and clear photographs kickstart the media literacy conversation. 

• Learning About Fact and Opinion (Media Literacy for Kids), 2015 by Martha E. H. 
Rustad (Author). 
Even the youngest readers need to learn the difference between fact and opinion. Clear 
text and photographs give readers the tools they need to evaluate and understand the 
media literacy concept of fact and opinion. 

• Learning About Media Literacy (Media Literacy for Kids), 2015 by Martha E. H. 
Rustad (Author). 
Media is everywhere. Straightforward text and clear photographs gives readers the tools 
they need to evaluate and understand media. 

• Learning About Plagiarism (Media Literacy for Kids), 2015 by Nikki Bruno 
Clapper (Author), Gail Saunders-Smith (Consultant Editor). 
Young readers and writers need to learn about plagiarism. Easy to understand text and 
clear photographs give readers and writers the tools they need to evaluate and understand 
ownership of work. 

• Learning About Primary Sources (Media Literacy for Kids), 2015 by Nikki Bruno 
Clapper (Author), Gail Saunders-Smith (Consultant Editor). 
What is a primary source? How does it compare to other types of sources? Every learner 
needs to know the difference. Clear text and photographs give readers the tools they need 
to learn about primary sources and media literacy. 

• Learning About Privacy (Media Literacy for Kids), 2015 by Martha E. H. 
Rustad (Author). 
What does it mean to stay private online? Why is privacy important? Everyone needs to 
know about this topic. Straightforward text and clear photographs give readers the tools 
they need to be successful and safe users of all types of media.  
 
 



• Nellie Bly and Investigative Journalism for Kids: Mighty Muckrakers from the Golden 
Age to Today, with 21 Activities (For Kids series), 2015 by Ellen Mahoney  (Author). 
Budding reporters learn about the major figures of the muckraking era. Young readers 
will also learn about more contemporary reporters, from Bob Woodward and Carl 
Bernstein to Amy Goodman, who have carried on the muckraking tradition. Twenty-one 
activities encourage and engage a future generation of muckrakers.  

• What's Your Source?: Questioning the News (Media Literacy), 2008.  
Give young readers the tools they need to evaluate the barrage of media messages that 
reach them every day. This series embraces media as entertaining and useful but also 
empowers readers as they learn a systematic way to question pop culture and to recognize 
how influential media messages are. 

 
Fiction 

• But I Read It on the Internet!, 2013 by Toni Buzzeo  (Author), Sachiko 
Yoshikawa (Illustrator). 
Two students disagree on whether George Washington really had wooden teeth, and their 
teacher encourages them to research the story on the internet and use her "Website 
Evaluation Gizmo" to evaluate websites and come up with the correct answer. 

• Goodnight iPad: a Parody for the Next Generation, 2011 by Ann Droyd  (Author). 
This book ( which is made of paper) is a reminder for the child in all of us to power down 
at the end of the day. This hilarious parody not only pokes loving fun at the bygone quiet 
of the original classic, but also at our modern plugged-in lives. 

• If You Give a Mouse an iPhone: A Cautionary Tail, 2014 by Ann Droyd  (Author). 
If you give in to temptation and give a bored little mouse your iPhone, even for ten 
minutes, he’s probably going to beam to some faraway place beyond time, space, and the 
sound of your pleading voice.  

• Once Upon a Time... Online: Happily Ever After Is Only a Click Away! , 2016 by David 
Bedford  (Author), Rosie Reeve (Illustrator). 
Once upon a time, a laptop arrived in Fairy-tale land... A happily ever after is only a click 
away! Find out what happens when our favorite fairy-tale characters receive a laptop and 
learn a lesson in online safety.  

• The Technology Tail: A Digital Footprint Story 2017 by Julia Cook (Author), Anita 
DuFalla (Illustrator). 
This cute, creative story about children and their texts, tweets, posts and pics.  
Webster's Email, 2014 by Hannah Whaley  (Author, Illustrator). 
Webster's Email is a witty rhyming story that gathers pace as the little spider begins to 
regret emailing a funny picture of his sister.  

 
 
 



Online Links 
• American Association of School Librarians: Best News Sources for Kids. 

http://gws.ala.org/category/social-sciences/news-current-events  
• Common Sense Media: Best News Sources for Kids 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/best-news-sources-for-kids  
 
 
Background information for the Educator 

• Common Sense : Excellent resource for parents/educators  looking for guidance in Media 
Issues. 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/  

• Edutopia: Parent resources for digital literacy 
https://www.edutopia.org/digital-literacy-technology-parent-resources 

• Gateway Media Literacy Center: Empowering Citizens to Think Critically about Media 
Messages 
https://www.gmlpstl.org/ 

• Newseum Ed:  Media Literacy Resources 
https://newseumed.org/stack/media-literacy-resources/ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Media Studies and Media Literacy 
Resource List for Grades 5 through 8 

 
The resources in this section can be used with the Media Studies and Media Literacy Curriculum 
Packet for grades 5 through 8. 
 
Books 
Nonfiction and Biography 
 

• Choosing News: What Gets Reported and Why (Exploring Media Literacy), 2012 
by Barb Palser (Author). 
More news sources are available to us than ever before. Learn to identify good news 
sources and watch for slant. Make sure your sources tell the real story. 

• Ethics and Digital Citizenship (Media Literacy), 2015 by Megan, Ph.D. Fromm (Author). 
Examines journalistic ethics, discussing the importance of the news, watchdog 
journalism, censorship, and the importance of journalism education. 

• Free Press and Censorship (Why Does Media Literacy Matter?), 2018 by Susan Brophy 
Down (Author). 
This book takes a probing look at what press freedom and censorship means, as well as 
where people find information, who owns and controls the press in a "free world," and 
what makes good, reliable journalism. 

• Information Literacy and Fake News (Why Does Media Literacy Matter?), 2018 
by Diane Dakers (Author). 
In today’s age of fast-paced social media, news and views are shared throughout the 
world in seconds. This book examines the elements of journalism, truth and perspective, 
sources of news, as well as bias and objectivity to help readers make informed choices 
about the accuracy of news and information.  

• Media Madness: An Insider’s Guide to Media, 2005 by Dominic Ali (Author), Michael 
Cho (Illustrator). 
This book is an insider's guide to TV, music videos, radio, magazines, comic books, 
newspapers, video games, and the Internet, as well as how to analyze media.  

• Nellie Bly and Investigative Journalism for Kids: Mighty Muckrakers from the Golden 
Age to Today, with 21 Activities (For Kids series), 2015 by Ellen Mahoney (Author). 
Budding reporters learn about the major figures of the muckraking era. Young readers 
will also learn about more contemporary reporters, from Bob Woodward and Carl 
Bernstein to Amy Goodman, who have carried on the muckraking tradition. Twenty-one 
creative activities encourage and engage a future generation of muckrakers.  
 



• Safe & Sound: Social Media (Time for Kids Nonfiction Readers), 2017 by Teacher 
Created Materials (Author). 
This nonfiction book teaches students about the history of the Internet and social media 
and provides helpful information on how to safely use social media and navigate the 
Internet. 

• Understanding Advertising (Cracking the Media Literacy Code), 2018 by Emma Carlson 
Berne (Author). 
Nobody believes they are influenced by advertising, but we are wrong about that. 
Advertising hits us daily, on tv, on the internet, on the streets of our cities; everywhere 
we look and even when we don't think we're looking.  

• Understanding Propaganda (Cracking the Media Literacy Code), 2018 by Jr., John 
Micklos (Author). 
Propaganda is a daily event, on tv, on the internet, on the streets of our cities; everywhere 
we look, and even when we don't think we're looking. Lots of examples let kids learn 
how to spot propaganda and resist its power. 

• Understanding Social Media (Cracking the Media Literacy Code), 2018 by Pamela 
Dell (Author) 
Everything on social media is real, except that it isn't. Easy-to-understand language, 
simple infographics, and photos show readers what's real and what's fake on the various 
social media platforms, and how to tell the difference. 

Fiction 
• Bully.com, 2013 by Joe Lawlor (Author) 

Seventh grader Jun Li is a brilliant student, more comfortable around computers than 
people. But the principal accuses him of a cyberbullying incident, and he must prove his 
innocence. 

• Petra's Power to See: A Media Literacy Adventure, 2018 by Educate and Empower 
Kids (Author). 
Petra and her dad go into the city to learn about the media messages all around us. 
Helpful Features for Parents and Teachers include: Thoughtful conversation starters, 
Engaging workbook questions, Simple activities to enjoy. 

• Trapped in a Video Game, 2018 by Dustin Brady (Author), Brady Jesse (Illustrator). 
Kids who love video games will love this first installment of the new 5-book series about 
12-year old Jesse Rigsby and his wild adventures inside different video games.  

 
Online Links 

• American Association of School Librarians: Best News Sources for Kids. 
http://gws.ala.org/category/social-sciences/news-current-events  

• Checkology: Telling the difference between fact and fiction. (Online Game) 
https://checkology.org/ 



• Sense Media: Best News Sources for Kids 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/best-news-sources-for-kids  

 
Background information for the Educator 

• Common Sense: Excellent resource for parents/educators looking for guidance in Media 
Issues. 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/  

• Edutopia: Parent resources for digital literacy 
https://www.edutopia.org/digital-literacy-technology-parent-resources 

• Gateway Media Literacy Center: Empowering Citizens to Think Critically about Media 
Messages 
https://www.gmlpstl.org/  

• Newseum Ed:  Media Literacy Resources 
https://newseumed.org/stack/media-literacy-resources/ 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Media Studies and Media Literacy 
Resource List for Grades 9 through 12 

 
The resources in this section can be used with the Media Studies and Media Literacy Curriculum 
Packet for grades 9 through 12. 
 
Books 
Nonfiction and Biography 

• The Chicago Guide to Fact-Checking (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and 
Publishing), 2016 by Brooke Borel (Author). 
This book best practices for fact-checking in a variety of media—from magazine articles, 
both print and online, to books and documentaries—and from the perspective of both in-
house and freelance checkers.  

• Digital Content Creation (Media Literacy), 2015 by Megan Fromm, Ph.D. (Author). 
Examines online journalism, discussing online only publications, freelance journalists, 
local and niche news, and online communities. 

• Ethics and Digital Citizenship (Media Literacy), 2015 Megan Fromm, Ph.D. (Author). 
Examines journalistic ethics, discussing the importance of the news, watchdog 
journalism, censorship, and the importance of journalism education. 

• Internet Journalism and Fake News (Introducing Issues with Opposing Viewpoints), 2018 
by Kathryn Roberts (Editor). 
The catch-catch-all "fake news" has journalists, politicians, and information junkies alike 
worried about integrity, veracity, and legitimate sourcing. This collection of authoritative 
but diverse viewpoints tackles what constitutes fake news, where the term originated, and 
how it is often used to further politicize the media. Readers will also find discussions of 
propaganda and whether information disseminated by the American government is the 
only "real" news. 

• Is Social Media Good for Society? (Issues in Society), 2016 by Andrea C. 
Nakaya (Author). 
Looks at the ramifications of the ubiquity of social media, discussing if it affects face-to-
face interaction, if it threatens privacy, and how it has affected politics. 

• Media: From News Coverage to Political Advertising (Inside Elections), 2015 
How does media frenzy shape the outcome of elections? Readers will examine the role of 
the media during an election and the importance of understanding the various media 
sources and their points of view. Pro/con charts help readers analyze opposing 
perspectives on controversial issues regarding the power of the media. 



• Mobile and Social Media Journalism: A Practical Guide, 2017 by Anthony C. Adornato 
(Author). 
This is a guide for understanding how today's journalists and news organizations use 
mobile and social media to gather news, distribute content, and create audience 
engagement.  

• Muckrakers: How Ida Tarbell, Upton Sinclair, and Lincoln Steffens Helped Expose 
Scandal, Inspire Reform, and Invent Investigative Journalism (World History 
Biographies), 2007 by Ann Bausum (Author). 
Here's the story of the birth of investigative journalism in America. At the turn of the 
20th century, news reporters and monthly magazines collaborate to create a new kind of 
journalism—in-depth, serialized exposés of corporate, labor, and political corruption.  

• Online Identity (Essential Library of the Information Age), 2016 by Laura 
Perdew (Author), Sherali Zeadally (Contributor). 
The flow of information through our modern digital world has led to many new issues 
and controversies. Online Identity examines the benefits and consequences of storing 
massive amounts of personal data on the Internet. 

• Online Privacy (Digital Issues), 2016 by Peggy J. Parks (Author). 
Describes how to stay safe online, including how to guard private information on social 
media, the consequences of "oversharing," how user data is collected and used, and 
efforts to protect online privacy through legislation. 

• Safe & Sound: Social Media (Time for Kids Nonfiction Readers), 2017 by Teacher 
Created Materials (Author). 
This nonfiction book teaches students about the history of the Internet and social media 
and provides helpful information on how to safely use social media and navigate the 
Internet. 

• Social Media (Digital Issues), 2016 by Peggy J. Parks (Author). 
Explores the impact of social media on personal interactions, privacy concerns, illegal 
discrimination, mental health, and the rise of Internet-related crimes. 

 
Fiction 

• #famous, 2017 by Jilly Gagnon (Author). 
This is a modern-day love story: Girl likes boy. Girl snaps photo and posts it online. Boy 
becomes famous. What starts out as an innocent photo turns into an adventure and 
changes both of their lives forever. 

• Eliza and Her Monsters, 2017 by Francesca Zappia (Author). 
Eighteen-year-old Eliza Mirk is the anonymous creator of Monstrous Sea, a wildly 
popular webcomic, but when a new boy at school tempts her to live a life offline, 
everything she’s worked for begins to crumble.  



• Feed, 2012 by M.T. Anderson (Author). 
Imagine a world where you don't need a computer to get onto the Internet. You're always 
on, because it is wired directly into your brain. Feed is set in a not-too distant future 
where going to the Moon is as easy as going downtown and where almost everyone has 
the Feed installed into their brains at birth. 

• Girls Like Me, 2018 by Lola StVil (Author). 
Girls Like Me is a fun and fresh poetic take on teen angst, social media and online 
anonymity, and high school romance. 

 
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• Affinity Magazine (Online): Affinity Magazine works to spotlight teen voices about 
current events. We find that the media sometimes forgets the voices of teens on many 
topics! So, we are here to give them a voice 
https://affinitymagazine.us  

• Checkology: Telling the difference between fact and fiction (Online Game). 
https://checkology.org/  

• National Scholastic Press Association: Organization for Young Journalists 
http://studentpress.org/nspa/  

 
Online Links 

• American Association of School Librarians: Best News Sources for Kids 
http://gws.ala.org/category/social-sciences/news-current-events  

• Common Sense Media: Best News Sources for Kids 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/best-news-sources-for-kids  

• Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press: Tools and News for Reporters 
      https://www.rcfp.org/  

 
Background information for the Educator 

• Common Sense: Excellent resource for parents/educators looking for guidance in Media 
Issues. 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/  

• Edutopia: Parent resources for digital literacy 
https://www.edutopia.org/digital-literacy-technology-parent-resources  

• Gateway Media Literacy Center: Empowering Citizens to Think Critically about Media 
Messages 
https://www.gmlpstl.org/ 

• Newseum Ed:  Media Literacy Resources 
https://newseumed.org/stack/media-literacy-resources/ 

  
 

 


