
 
 
 

Reading Lists for Economics Resource Package 
Grades K through 4 

 
The resources in this section can be used with the Economics Resource Packet for grades K through 4. 
 
Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• A Dollar, a Penny, How Much and How Many? (Math Is Categorical), 2017 by Brian P. Cleary 
and Brian Gable (Authors). 
The book starts with a very basic explanation of the purpose of money, incorporating into the 
page’s realistic illustrations of American coins and bills. Making change and equivalencies are 
also explored at length using kid-friendly examples of purchases such as pizza and pogo sticks.  

● Cloverleaf Books: Money Basics by Lisa Bullard (Author), Various Illustrators. 
○ Brody Borrows Money, 2013 
○ Ella Earns Her Own Money, 2013 
○ Gabriel Gets a Great Deal, 2013 
○ Kyle Keeps Track of Cash, 2013 
○ Lily Learns About Wants and Needs, 2013 
○ Shanti Saves Her Money, 2013 

● The Coin Counting Book, 2001 by Rozanne Lanczak Williams (Author). 
From one penny to one-dollar readers will learn the various coins, their mathematical 
relationships, and how to add them all together once their piggybanks are full.  Detailed photos 
of real money against colorful and bold backgrounds depict each coin along with their value. 

• Cool Jobs for Young Pet Lovers: Ways to Make Money Caring for Pets (Cool Kid Jobs series), 
2010 by Pam Scheunemann (Author). 
Guides children through the process of a business plan, safety, marketing, and gathering 
customer information in order to make money caring for pets. 

● From Cotton to T-shirt (Start to Finish, Second Series: Everyday Products), 2013 by Robin 
Nelson (Author). Series of 10. 
How does cotton turn into a soft T-shirt? Follow each step in the production cycle from growing 
cotton to wearing a comfy shirt in this fascinating book. 

● The Go Around Dollar, 1992 by Barbara Johnston Adams (Author) and Joyce Audy Zarins 
(Illustrator). 
Two things are going on at the same time in this book. One is a story of a one-dollar bill as it is 
passed from one person to another, eventually ending up in a picture frame as the first dollar 
earned by a new store. The other is information about dollar bills. The book concludes with 
labeled pictures of a dollar bill that explain what the symbols and various numbers mean.  



 
 
 

● The Invention of the Assembly Line (Engineering That Made America), 2017 by Nikole Brooks 
Bethea (Author.) 
Gives readers a behind-the-scenes look at the invention of the assembly line. Additional features 
include a table of contents, a Fast Facts spread, critical-thinking questions, primary source quotes 
and accompanying source notes, a phonetic glossary, an index, and sources for further research. 

● Let's Chat About Economics!: Basic Principles Through Everyday Scenarios, 2014 by Michelle 
A. Balconi (Author), Dr. Arthur Laffer (Author), Mary Kinsora (Illustrator). 
Economics is the study of choices people make to be happy. Kids do this each day when they 
decide which shirt to wear, which TV show to watch or what to eat for lunch. In making these 
choices, they are using the economic principles of scarcity, supply, demand, opportunity costs 
and diminishing returns. 

● Lightning Bolt Book Series on Finance by Jennifer S. Larson (Author). 
○ Do I Need It? or Do I Want It?: Making Budget Choices, 2010 
○ What Is Money, anyway? Why Dollars and Coins Have Value, 2010  
○ What Can You Do with Money? Earning, Spending, and Saving, 2010  
○ Who's Buying? Who's Selling? Understanding Consumers and Producers, 2010 

● Manufacturing (Bright Futures Press: World of Work), 2017 by Diane Lindsey Reeves (Author). 
Manufacturing in this series provides an age-appropriate and interactive introduction to the 
nationally recognized Manufacturing career pathway. 

• Prices! Prices! Prices! Why They Go Up and Down, 2015 by David Adler (Author), Edward 
Miller (Illustrator). 
In simple language and with colorful graphics and amusing characters, this entertaining 
introduction to economics explains the basic laws of supply and demand, and will promote 
financial literacy. 

• Walt Disney: The Man Behind the Magic (True Books), 2013 by Tamra B Orr (Author). 
Readers will discover how Disney built his massive business empire from the ground up, starting 
as an animator and eventually becoming wealthy as he expanded his interests. 

 
Fiction 
● A Chair for My Mother, 1982 by Vera B Williams (Author, Illustrator). 

After a fire destroys their home and possessions, Rosa, her mother, and grandmother save and 
save until they can afford to buy one big, comfortable chair that all three of them can enjoy. 

● Grandpa's Corner Store, 2000 by DyAnne DiSalvo-Ryan (Author, Illustrator). 
When a giant new supermarket moves into the neighborhood, Lucy's grandpa plans to sell his 
store. But with the help of friends and neighbors, Lucy is determined to keep this from 
happening.  

• Piper Reed Gets a Job, 1994 by Kimberly Willis Holt, Christine Davenier (Authors). 
Piper has no shortage of energy, creativity, and ideas.  But she and the other members of the 
Gypsy Club need a clubhouse to hold their meetings, Piper comes up with a great idea for 
earning the money to purchase one.  She will start a birthday party planning business! 



● Those Shoes, 2009 by Maribeth Boelts  (Author), Noah Z. Jones (Illustrator). 
Jeremy, who longs to have the black high tops that everyone at school seems to have but his 
grandmother cannot afford, is excited when he sees them for sale in a thrift shop and decides to 
buy them even though they are the wrong size. Any child who has craved something out of reach 
will relate to this warm, realistic story. 

• Uncle Jed's Barbershop, 1998 by Margaree King Mitchell (Author), James E. 
Ransome (Illustrator). 
The story of a man who spends his life struggling, saving, and sacrificing to build and own his 
own barbershop and who, despite the many racial difficulties that stand in his way, opens the 
doors of his new shop to the public at the age of seventy-nine. 

 
 
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  
● Kids Discover: Goods and Services 

https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/kd1-goods-and-services/ 
● Kids Discover: Money 

https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/money-for-kids/  
● Kids Discover: Saving and Spending 

https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/kd2-saving-spending/ 
 
Online Links 
 
● United States Mint – H.I.P. Pocket Change Kids Site 

https://www.usmint.gov/learn/kids  
 
Background information for the Educator 

• Council for Economic Education K-12 Resources 
https://www.councilforeconed.org/k-12-resources/ 

• Econ Ed at the St. Louis Fed 
https://www.stlouisfed.org/education/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Economics Reading Lists 
Grades 5-8 

 
The resources in this section can be used with the Economics Resource Packet for grades 5 through 8. 
 
Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• Centsibility: The Planet Girl Guide to Money, 2008 by Stacey Roderick (Author), Ellen 
Warwick (Author). 
Money management often gets left out of home or classroom discussions. This is a book that 
gives practical advice on a range of topics relating to money: tips on jobs, saving, debt, spending 
and budgeting, how to become a girl entrepreneur, what to scrimp on (and what not to), the 
hidden price of cheap, how to reconcile having less than some friends and why fundraising can 
make girls feel priceless! 

• Driven: A Photobiography of Henry Ford, 2010by Don Mitchell (Author), Lee 
Iacocca (Foreword). 
A profile of the man whose invention revolutionized American life: the industrial visionary who 
changed the automobile from rich man’s toy into affordable necessity. There are archival images 
from the Benson Ford Research Center with quotes from Ford’s writings, speeches, and 
interviews to create a lively, comprehensive profile. 

• Economic Literacy, Grades 6 - 12: A Simplified Method for Teaching Economic Concepts, 2008 
by Schyrlet Cameron (Author), Janie Doss (Author), Suzanne Myers (Author). 
This 96-page book presents difficult terms and concepts in a simplified format and helps students 
gain a better understanding of how the American economic system works. Activities allow 
students to explore ideas, practice research skills, access information through technology, and 
find the connection between economic theories and historical events. 

• Kid Millionaire: Over 50 Exciting Business Ideas, 2016 by Matthew Eliot (Author). 
Bring your entrepreneurial ideas to life! Learn the skills you need to do what you love and profit 
from your passions! Follow dozens of kid entrepreneurs and learn from business pros with Kid 
Millionaire!  

• Mr. Sam: How Sam Walton Built Walmart and Became America's Richest Man, 2011 by Karen 
Blumenthal (Author). 
Sam Walton grew up to become the founder of Wal-Mart, but he was born with practically 
nothing except a compulsive drive to win. His eventual empire started as nothing more than a 
dingy one-room general store.  This is a well-researched account of the man behind the largest, 
and perhaps most controversial, store in the country. 



• National Geographic Kids Everything Money: A wealth of facts, photos, and fun! 2013 by Kathy 
Furgang  (Author). 
All you need to know about money can be found in the pages of this accessible book. Kids will 
also learn about money around the world from a National Geographic expert, featured in 
"Explorer's Corners" throughout the book.  

• The Story of Money, 2015 by Martin Jenkins (Author), Satoshi Kitamura (Illustrator). 
In this fascinating and thought-provoking book, Martin Jenkins explores the history of money 
from its earliest beginnings to the electronic banking of today. Along the way we learn about 
hunter gatherers, barter, clay tablets, goat swapping, precious metals, hard bargains, IOUs, 
interest, coins, Romans, taxes, inflation, paper money, currencies and exchange rates 

 
Fiction 
● Billy Sure Kid Entrepreneur, 2017 by Luke Sharpe (Author) and Graham Ross (Illustrator). 

Everyone is talking about Billy Sure, the twelve-year-old CEO of Sure Things, Inc. and genius 
inventor of the All Ball, a ball that turns into different sports balls with the push of a button. Now 
Billy wants to help other kids achieve their inventing dreams just like he has! 

● Crenshaw, 2017 by Katherine Applegate (Author) 
The tone is warm and funny, but it doesn't sugarcoat the effects of hunger and vulnerability. This 
novel adds a middle-grade perspective to the literature of imaginary friends and paints a 
convincing and compassionate portrait of a social class, the working poor, underrepresented in 
children's books. 

● Lawn Boy, 2009 by Gary Paulsen (Author). 
One day Lawn Boy was 12 years old and broke. Then his Grandma gave him Grandpa's old riding 
lawnmower. He set out to mow some lawns. More people wanted lawns mowed. And more and more. 
One client was Arnold the stockbroker, who offered to teach him about "the beauty of capitalism.  
Supply and Demand.  Diversify labor.  Distribute the wealth. 

● Lemonade War 2007 by Jacqueline Davies. 
Two siblings start a lemonade stand, but soon they are at war. There is really is no telling who 
will win, or even if their fight will ever end. This book has savvy marketing tips for making 
money at any business, definitions of business terms, charts, diagrams, and even math problems.  

● The Toothpaste Millionaire, 2006 by Jean Merrill (Author), Jan Palmer (Illustrator). 
This fun story set in 1960s Cleveland, Ohio contains many real-life mathematical problems 
which the characters must solve to succeed in their budding business.  

Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  
• Kids Discover: Goods and Services 

https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/kd1-goods-and-services/ 
• Kids Discover: Money 

https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/money-for-kids/  
• Kids Discover: Saving and Spending 

https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/kd2-saving-spending/ 
 



Online Links 
● People's Pie: Federal budget game's challenge delivers powerful message 

https://www.icivics.org/games/peoples-pie  

 
Background information for the Educator 

• Council for Economic Education K-12 Resources 
https://www.councilforeconed.org/k-12-resources/ 

• Econ Ed at the St. Louis Fed 
https://www.stlouisfed.org/education/  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Economics Reading Lists 
Grades 9-12 

 
The resources in this section can be used with the Economics Resource Packet for grades 9 through 12. 
 
Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• The Economics Book: Big Ideas Simply Explained, 2018 by DK (Author). 
Easy-to-follow graphics, succinct quotations, and thoroughly accessible text throw light on the 
applications of economics, making them relatable through everyday examples and concerns. 

• Economic Literacy, Grades 6 - 12: A Simplified Method for Teaching Economic Concepts, 2008 
by Schyrlet Cameron (Author), Janie Doss (Author), Suzanne Myers (Author). 
This 96-page book presents difficult terms and concepts in a simplified format and helps students 
gain a better understanding of how the American economic system works. Activities allow 
students to explore ideas, practice research skills, access information through technology, and 
find the connection between economic theories and historical events. 

• A Little History of Economics (Little Histories), 2018 by Niall Kishtainy (Author). 
A great introduction to economics for beginners. This book is fun, and yet thorough in 
explaining what economists have contributed to our understanding of the world. 

• Madam C.J. Walker: Entrepreneur (Black Americans of Achievement), 2008 by A'Lelia 
Bundles (Author). 
Madam C.J. Walker her way up from washing clothes to selling her own line of beauty products. 
Her hair-care products, made especially for black women, helped her become America's first 
black female millionaire. A philanthropist and an equal rights advocate, her success and support 
gave hope to others. 

• Naked Economics: Undressing the Dismal Science, 2010 by Charles Wheelan (Author), Burton 
G. Malkiel (Foreword). 
A book about economics that won’t put you to sleep. In our challenging economic climate, this 
perennial favorite of students and general readers is more than a good read, it’s a necessary 
investment, with a sure rate of return. Demystifying buzzwords, laying bare the truths behind oft-
quoted numbers, and answering questions, this book gives readers the tools they need to engage 
with pleasure and confidence in the deeply relevant, not so dismal science. 

• New Ideas from Dead Economists: An Introduction to Modern Economic Thought, 2007 
by Todd G. Buchholz (Author), Martin Feldstein (Foreword) 
This entertaining and accessible introduction to the great economic thinkers throughout history—
Adam Smith, John Stuart Mill, Karl Marx, John Maynard Keynes, and more—shows how their 
ideas still apply to our modern world. 

• The New Totally Awesome Business Book for Kids (And Their Parents), 2008 by Arthur 
Bochner (Author), Rose Bochner (Author), Adriane G. Berg (Foreword). 
This is a fact-filled classic, with cartoons, quizzes, games, and stories about starting up a 
business and making money from it.  



• Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different, 2012 by Karen Blumenthal.  
Steve Jobs was given up for adoption at birth, dropped out of college after one semester, and at 
the age of twenty, created Apple in his parents' garage with his friend Steve Wozniack. He 
became the ultimate CEO, and made the world want every product he touched.   

• Why Didn't They Teach Me This in School? 99 Personal Money Management Principles to Live 
By, 2013  by Cary Siegel  (Author). 
This book includes eight important lessons focusing on 99 principles that will quickly enhance 
any individual's money management acumen. Unlike many of the personal money management 
books out there, this book is a quick, easily digested read that focuses more on the qualitative 
side than the quantitative side of personal money management.  

Fiction 
• The Jungle, 1906 by Upton Sinclair (Author). 

Sinclair wrote this novel to portray the harsh conditions and exploited lives of immigrants in the 
United States in Chicago and similar industrialized cities. However, most readers were more 
concerned with his exposure of health violations and unsanitary practices in the American 
meatpacking industry during the early 20th century, based on an investigation he did for a 
socialist newspaper.  

• The Not-So-Great Depression, 2010 by Amy Goldman Koss (Author). 
The main character in this novel is a 9th grade girl who dreads her piano recital as much as gym 
and is finally starting to see the effects of the financial crisis she keeps hearing about. When her 
Mom gets laid off, her family must consider making some major changes by reevaluating her 
private schooling, her sister’s college tuition, their big house, and even their presence in Los 
Angeles. While this background is serious, the story has humor and a bit of romance.  

• Syrup, 2000 by Maxx Barry (Author). 
When the main character in this novel comes up with the idea for the hottest new soda ever, he's 
sure he'll retire the next rich, savvy marketing success story. But in the treacherous waters of 
corporate America there are no sure things--and suddenly he must save not only his idea but his 
yet-to-be-realized career.  

• The Year Money Grew on Trees, 2011 by Aaron Hawkins (Author). 
The main character is a boy and he’s got some siblings and cousins whom he recruits into 
helping him get an apple orchard ready for harvest. This is a fun read but there is a lot of 
information about the economics of natural resources, the marketing of the apples, and the costs 
of all the inputs. 

 
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• Ben Bernanke’s Blog:  From the Brookings Institute 
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/ben-bernanke/  

• Journal of Economic Perspectives (JEP): covering broad economics topics from the American 
Economic Association 
https://www.aeaweb.org/resources/students/high-school-student-journal-access 
 



 
Online Links 

• Biz Kid$: a great introduction to financial literacy, with linked activities as well as frequently 
updated interactive video clips and a blog. 

• http://bizkids.com/ 
Capital One Financial Literacy Program 

• https://www.capitalone.com/financial-education  
Gapminder: Interactive animated charts explore global development trends 
https://www.gapminder.org/ 

• The People’s Pie: Federal budget game's challenge delivers powerful message 
https://www.icivics.org/games/peoples-pie  

 
Background information for the Educator 
 

• Council for Economic Education K-12 Resources 
https://www.councilforeconed.org/k-12-resources/ 

• Econ Ed at the St. Louis Fed 
https://www.stlouisfed.org/education/  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


