
	

	

	

Reading Lists for Visual Arts Resource Package 

Grades K through 4 

The items in this section can be used with the Visual Arts Resource Packet for grades K through 4. 

Books 
Picture Book Biographies 
 

• Action Jackson, 2007 by Jan Greenberg  (Author), Sandra Jordan (Author), Robert Andrew 
Parker (Illustrator). 
One morning the American artist Jackson Pollock began work on the canvas that would 
ultimately come to be known as Number 1, 1950. The authors use this moment as the departure 
point for a unique picture book about a great painter and the way in which he worked. 

• The Boy Who Drew Birds: A Story of John James Audubon, 2004 by Jacqueline 
Davies  (Author), Melissa Sweet  (Illustrator). 
John James Audubon was a boy who loved the out-of-doors more than the in. He was a boy who 
believed in studying birds in nature, not just from books.  

• Diego , 1994 by Jonah Winter  (Author), Jeanette Winter  (Illustrator). 
This story of Diego Rivera, the greatest muralist of Mexico, and of the world, is told in Spanish 
and English.  

• Dorothea Lange: The Photographer Who Found the Faces of the Depression, 2017 by Carole 
Boston Weatherford (Author), Sarah Green (Illustrator). 
Traveling across the United States, documenting with her camera and her field book, the 
photographer found the face of the Great Depression. 

• The Fantastic Jungles of Henri Rousseau, 2012 by Michelle Markel  (Author), Amanda 
Hall (Illustrator). 
Henri Rousseau wanted to be an artist. But he had no formal training. So, he taught himself to 
paint and became a master at his craft. 

• Frida Kahlo: The Artist who Painted Herself, 2003 by Margaret Frith  (Author), Tomie 
dePaola (Illustrator). 
Through original artwork by the renowned artist this book explores the creative, imaginative 
world of Mexico's most celebrated female artist. 

• The Iridescence of Birds: A Book About Henri Matisse, 2014 by Patricia 
MacLachlan (Author), Hadley Hooper (Illustrator). 
This book looks at Henri Matisse's inspiration as a young boy.   
 



• Keith Haring: The Boy Who Just Kept Drawing, 2017 by Kay Haring  (Author), Robert 
Neubecker (Illustrator). 
This book explores the life and art of Keith Haring from his childhood through his rise to fame. 
It sheds light on this important artist’s great humanity, his concern for children, and his disregard 
for the establishment art world.  

• My Hands Sing the Blues: Romare Bearden's Childhood Journey, 2011 by Jeanne Walker 
Harvey  (Author), Elizabeth Zunon  (Illustrator). 
Bearden called his art visual jazz, and this picture-book biography stays true to his rich 
connections to blues rhythms.  

• My Name Is Georgia: A Portrait by Jeanette Winter, 2003 by Jeanette Winter  (Author). 
From the time she was just a young girl, Georgia O'Keeffe viewed the world in her own way. As 
an adult, Georgia followed her love of art from New York City to the vast plains of New Mexico.  

• The Noisy Paint Box: The Colors and Sounds of Kandinsky's Abstract Art, 
2014 by Barb Rosenstock  (Author), Mary GrandPre (Illustrator). 
When young Vasily Kandinsky opened a paint box and began mixing the colors, he heard a 
strange sound, the colors were singing.  And as he grew older, he continued to hear brilliant 
colors singing and see vibrant sounds dancing. Throughout his life, Kandinsky experienced 
colors as sounds, and sounds as colors. 

• A Splash of Red, 2013 by Jen Bryant  (Author), Melissa Sweet  (Illustrator). 
As a child in the late 1800s, Horace Pippin loved to draw.  Even during W.W.I, Horace filled his 
notebooks with drawings from the trenches . . . until he was shot. Slowly, with lots of practice, 
he regained use of his arm, until once again, he was able to paint, and went on to become a 
famous artist. 

• Uncle Andy's: A Faabbbulous Visit with Andy Warhol, 2005 by James Warhola (Author, 
Illustrator). 
When the author was a little boy, his father had a junk business that turned their yard into a 
wonderful play zone that his mother didn't like.  But when the family drove to New York City to 
visit Uncle Andy, they got to see how "junk" could become something truly amazing in an 
artist's hands. 
 

Nonfiction 

• 13 Art Techniques Children Should Know, 2013 by Angela Wenzel  (Author). 
This new book in the 13 Series introduces young readers to a variety of important art techniques, 
explained through some of the world's most recognizable masterpieces.  

• 13 Paintings Children Should Know, 2009 by Angela Wenzel  (Author). 
Paintings  are featured in the book in large reproductions with accompanying details. The 
readable text offers biographical information about each artist and important facts about the 
painting’s technical and historical aspects. Games, quizzes, and coloring exercises provide 
additional opportunities for young readers to interact with the artwork.  



• Adventures in Asian Art: An Afternoon at the Museum, 2017 by Sue 
DiCicco  (Author), Deborah Clearwaters (Contributor). 
This delightfully illustrated book shares a series of fun facts about each of the exhibits and 
explains the culture, beliefs, and daily life informing these beautiful works of art. 

• Art Lab for Kids, 2012 by Susan Schwake  (Author), Rainer Schwake (Photographer). 
This book is a great  source of ideas for creating fine art with children, and encouraging the 
artist’s own voice, marks, and style.  

• Meet Me at the Art Museum: A Whimsical Look Behind the Scenes, 2012 by David 
Goldin  (Author). 
Told from the viewpoint of a discarded ticket, the author combines actual artworks, found pieces 
and digital art to introduce young readers to all that museums have to offer. 

• Museum ABC, 2002 by The (NY) Metropolitan Museum of Art (Author). 
Museum ABC is a unique and colorful picture book that introduces readers to more than a 
hundred works of art, using the alphabet.  

• No One Saw, 2001 by Bob Raczka  (Author). 
With a simple, rhyming text and beautifully reproduced paintings, No One Saw explores modern 
art. Each painting highlights the way in which the artist looked at the world in his or her own 
unique way.  

• The Usborne Complete Book of Art Ideas, 2011 by Fiona Watt  (Author), Antonia 
Miller (Illustrator), Non Figg (Illustrator). 
Discusses art techniques and presents instructions for more than one hundred art projects, with 
information on such topics as brushes, paper, media, wax resist, collage, and shading. 

 
Fiction 
 

• Beautiful Oops!, 2010 by Barney Saltzberg  (Author).  A life lesson that all parents want their 
children to learn: It’s OK to make a mistake. A mistake is an adventure in creativity, a portal of 
discovery.  

• The Dot Hardcover, 2003 by Peter H. Reynolds (Author, Illustrator). 
Vashti doesn’t think she can draw and to prove her point, she jabs at the paper and makes a dot. 
That one little dot marks the beginning of Vashti’s journey of discovery of her creative spirit.  

• The Great Wave: A Children's Book Inspired by Hokusai, 2011 by Veronique 
Massenot (Author), Bruno Pilorget (Illustrator). 
Hokusai’s classic woodcut of a majestic wave becomes the starting point for a story. On a stormy 
winter’s day, a baby boy, Naoki, is swept into a fisherman’s boat by a great wave. Years pass, 
but still Naoki does not grow. Must he return to the ocean in order to become a young man? The 
answer arrives in the form of a mythic fish. The Great Wave introduces young readers to a 
beloved artist and his timeless portrayals of nature and transformation.  



• Harold and the Purple Crayon, 1955 by Crockett Johnson  (Author, Illustrator). 
One evening Harold decides to go for a walk in the moonlight. Armed only with an oversize 
purple crayon, young Harold draws himself a landscape full of wonder and excitement.  

• Katie and the Starry Night , 2015 by James Mayhew (Author), Lee Wildish (Author) . 
(This is part of a series that explores famous works of art.) Join Katie as she steps into some of 
the most famous paintings in the world for an exciting art adventure! 

• Little Blue and Little Yellow, 1959 by Leo Lionni  (Author, Illustrator).  
Little Blue and Little Yellow are best friends, but one day they can’t find each other. When they 
finally do, they give each other such a big hug that they turn green! How they find their true 
colors again concludes a wonderful story told with colorful pieces of torn paper and very few 
words. 

• Mouse Paint, 1989 by Ellen Stoll Walsh  (Author). 
One day three white mice discover three jars of paint--red, blue, and yellow. Their adventures 
illustrate color mixing and blending in a fun and charming story. 

• When Pigasso Met Mootisse, 1998 by Nina Laden  (Author). 
A picture book about art and friendship that introduces animal versions of two of the best-known 
painters in the world (Picasso and Matisse) and shows kids how friction between friends can 
sometimes result in masterpieces when you work together. 

Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  
 

• Artsonia Kids Online Art Museum:  Empowers students to display, and explain, their own 
creations. (Download from your app store) 

• Big Kids Magazine: BIG Kids Magazine is an Australian contemporary arts publication, 
launched in 2011, that features the work of children and artists side by side.  
http://bigkidsmagazine.com/about  

• Brush Painting Interactive: From the San Francisco Museum of Asian Art 
http://education.asianart.org/explore-resources/lesson-or-activity/interactive-digital-
brushpainting  

• Living Paintings: Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum 
This is a fun, easy, and visually pleasing way for kids to interact with works of fine art. It  
includes interactive games that are sometimes educational, other times just plain funny.  

(Download from your app store) 

• Scholastic Art:  The art magazine for kids 
https://art.scholastic.com/ 

 
 
 



Online Links 
 

• ABCya Digital Paint Studio: an online paint, drawing, and coloring activity site. 
http://www.abcya.com/abcya_paint.htm 

• Google Art Project :Browse 30,000 artworks by collections, artists, artworks, or user-submitted 
galleries. Explore galleries by clicking on the little person icon and navigate virtual spaces using 
the arrows and magnifier. Kids can make their own galleries when logged in to Google by 
clicking a button within each image and curating collections.   
http://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/project/art-project 

• The Metropolitan museum of Art,  #metkids: Made for, with, and by kids, this site offers 
exploration and artistic fun. 
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metkids/  

• National Gallery of Art Kidzone: NGAkids interactives offer an entertaining and informative 
introduction to art and art history. Featuring a variety of art-making tools that encourage 
exploration and creativity, these computer-based activities are suitable for all ages.  
https://www.nga.gov/education/kids.html  

 
Background information for the Educator  

• ArtsEdge: Impressive cross-curricular resource helps put the A in STEAM from the Kennedy 
Center.  
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators.aspx  

• Dribble Drabble: Process Art Experiences for Young Children, 2016 by Deya Brashears 
Hill (Author). 
The 145 process-oriented art activities cover a wide range of media including painting, crayons, 
collage and sculpture, chalk, and printing. Activities are easy to prepare, to set-up, and to 
develop into project-approach explorations. 

• How to Teach Art to Children, Grades 1-6,  2001 by Joy Evans (Author), Tanya 
Skelton (Author). 
This  book includes 96 different art projects that are appropriate for elementary-aged children. 
As an added benefit, each project includes examples of fine art in the world that demonstrates the 
art elements highlighted in the project 

• KinderArt: Lesson plans and ideas. 
https://kinderart.com/  

• Yes, You Can Teach Art to Kids: (Online article) 
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/blog-posts/nancy-jang/yes-you-can-teach-art-to-kids/  
 
 
 

 



Visual Arts Reading Lists 

Grades 5 through 8 

The items in this section can be used with the Visual Arts Resource Packet for grades 5 through 8. 

Books 
Nonfiction and Biography 
 

• The Arts: A Visual Encyclopedia, 2017 by DK (Author). 
The most visual and comprehensive encyclopedia for children that charts the evolution of the 
world's greatest cultural achievements in painting, sculpture, photography, music, and dance. 

• Can You Find It?: Search and Discover More Than 150 Details in 19 Works of Art, 2002 
by Judith Cressy (Author). 
Published in association with The Metropolitan Museum of Art, this book presents a collection 
of nineteen well-known paintings which show how, through the centuries, artists have hidden 
small details to be discovered by curious eyes. 

• Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artists (Series of 47) by Mike Venezia (Author). 
A series of biographies of artists for students that provides fun, cartoon-style illustrations to 
complement the easy-to-read text and full-color reproductions of each master's artwork. Has 
primary sources, photos, illustrations, maps and timelines. Includes all the greats from Botticelli 
to Whistler. 

• Interesting Facts About the Ancient African Art - Art History for Kids | Children's Art Books, 
2017 by Baby Professor (Author). 
Ancient African art is history, culture and tradition fused into one. Studying art will provide a 
glimpse into the culture and belief systems of a civilization.  

• National Geographic Kids Guide to Photography: Tips & Tricks on How to Be a Great 
Photographer from the Pros & Your Pals at My Shot, 2015 by Nancy Honovich (Author), Annie 
Griffiths (Author). 
Learn from the pros how to take great photos to share with friends and family! This guide that is-
packed with all the essentials for budding photographers.  

• The Usborne Introduction to Art, 2005 by Rosie Dickins (Author), Mari Griffith (Author). 
The story of western painting - from ancient Egyptian tomb decoration to modern art - told 
clearly and simply, and illustrated with over 160 of the world's greatest works of art. 

 
Fiction 
 

• Clicky Jules: Love Is All Around, 2016 by Lauren Palermo (Author). 
Jules is a creative and imaginative girl with a shiny, new camera! Follow Jules on her picture-
taking adventure and discover what surprises she finds along the way! 



• The Drawing Lesson: A Graphic Novel That Teaches You How to Draw, 2016 by Mark 
Crilley (Author). 
In this unique book, you will have a drawing mentor that teaches you about the fundamental’s 
artists need to master drawing.   

• From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, 1968 by E.L. Konigsburg (Author). 
A young girls runs away but doesn’t want to get cold or dirty, so she camps out in the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

• The Metropolitans, 2018 by Carol Goodman (Author). 
The day Japan bombs Pearl Harbor, four thirteen-year-olds converge at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art where an eccentric curator is seeking four uncommonly brave souls to track 
down a mysterious document. 

• Mona Lisa's Ghost, 2017 by Nancy Kunhardt Lodge (Author). 
In 1503, Leonardo da Vinci was commissioned to paint a young woman's portrait, but he never 
gave it to her. That woman was Lisa Gherardini, the real Mona Lisa. Now after five hundred 
years she has come back to get her portrait. 

• Pieces and Players, 2016 by Blue Balliett (Author). 
Thirteen extremely valuable pieces of art have been stolen from one of the most secretive 
museums in the world. A Vermeer has vanished. A Manet is missing. And nobody has any idea 
where they and the other eleven artworks might be . . . or who might have stolen them.  

 
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  
 

• Arts and Activities Magazine: A magazine for Art education.  
https://artsandactivities.com/  

• Artsonia Kids Online Art Museum:  Empowers students to display, and explain, their own 
creations. (Download from your app store) 

• Big Kids Magazine: BIG Kids Magazine is an Australian contemporary arts publication, 
launched in 2011, that features the work of children and artists side by side.  
http://bigkidsmagazine.com/about  

• Brush Painting Interactive: From the San Francisco Museum of Asian Art 
http://education.asianart.org/explore-resources/lesson-or-activity/interactive-digital-
brushpainting  

• Living Paintings: Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum 
This is a fun, easy, and visually pleasing way for kids to interact with works of fine art. It 
includes interactive games that are sometimes educational, other times just plain 
funny. (Download from your app store) 

• Scholastic Art:  The art magazine for kids 
https://art.scholastic.com/ 



Online Links 

  
• The Artist’s Toolkit:  Visual Exploration of Art Elements 

http://archive.artsmia.org/artists_toolkit/explore.cfm.html  

• Google Art Project: Browse 30,000 artworks by collections, artists, artworks, or user-submitted 
galleries. Explore galleries by clicking on the little person icon and navigate virtual spaces using 
the arrows and magnifier. Kids can make their own galleries when logged in to Google by 
clicking a button within each image and curating collections.   
http://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/project/art-project 

• Meet Me at Midnight: Fascinating game teaches kids about art. 
http://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/online/midnight/default_flash.html 

• The Metropolitan museum of Art, #metkids: Made for, with, and by kids, this site offers 
exploration and artistic fun. 
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metkids/  

• National Gallery of Art Kidzone: NGAkids interactives offer an entertaining and informative 
introduction to art and art history. Featuring a variety of art-making tools that encourage 
exploration and creativity, these computer-based activities are suitable for all ages.  
https://www.nga.gov/education/kids.html  

• St. Louis Art Museum Exhibits:  The Art of Africa, The Art of China and Japan, and more. 
http://www.slam.org/education/learningresources.php  

 
Background information for the Educator 
 

• Art Workshops for Children, 2015 by Hervé Tullet (Author). 
Art Workshops for Children is a guide for parents and teachers to organize and execute artistic 
workshops for children.  

• ArtsEdge: Impressive cross-curricular resource helps put the A in STEAM from the Kennedy 
Center.  
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators.aspx  

• San Francisco Museum of Modern Art for Educators 
https://www.sfmoma.org/educators/  

 

 

 

 

 



Visual Arts Reading Lists 

Grades 9 through 12 

The items in this section can be used with the Visual Arts Resource Packet for grades 9 through 12. 

Books 
Nonfiction and Biography 

• The Art Book: Big Ideas Simply Explained, 2017 by DK (Author). 
From prehistoric cave paintings to postmodern art, this book explores more than 100 different 
movements, periods, and works throughout history. 

• Art, Inc., 2014 by Lisa Congdon (Author), Meg Mateo Ilasco (Editor), Jonathan 
Fields (Foreword). 
This title explains the many ways you can earn a living by making art—through illustration, 
licensing, fine art sales, print sales, teaching, and beyond.  

• Art: A World History, 2007 by Elke Linda Buchholz (Author), Susanne 
Kaeppele (Author), Karoline Hille (Author), Irina Stotland (Author), Gerhard Buhler (Author). 
This handy volume includes 900 illustrations and takes the you on a tour of the most spectacular 
works of art around the world and throughout time. 

• Artists: Their Lives and Works, 2017 by DK (Author), Ross King (Foreword). 
This book explores the vision and techniques of the greatest painters and sculptors throughout 
history, and tells the fascinating stories behind each masterpiece, including the historical context 
in which each artist worked, their influences, creative development, friendships, loves, and 
rivalries.  

• A History of Photography: From 1839 to the Present, 2012 by The George Eastman House 
Collection (Editor). 
This volume curates the most impressive images from the collection in chronological order to 
offer an incomparable overview of photographic history. 

• The Usborne Introduction to Art, 2005 by Rosie Dickins (Author), Mari Griffith (Author). 
The story of western painting - from ancient Egyptian tomb decoration to modern art - told 
clearly and simply, and illustrated with over 160 of the world's greatest works of art. 

• The Story of Paintings: A History of Art for Children, 2017 by Mick Manning (Author), Brita 
Granström (Illustrator). 
From prehistoric cave art to graffiti, this beautiful compendium introduces students to the world 
of paintings. 

• Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artists (Series of 47) by Mike Venezia (Author). 
A series of biographies of artists for students that provides fun, cartoon-style illustrations to 
complement the easy-to-read text and full-color reproductions of each master's artwork. Has 
primary sources, photos, illustrations, maps and timelines. Includes all the greats from Botticelli 
to Whistler. 



• Vincent and Theo: The Van Gogh Brothers, 2017 by Deborah Heiligman (Author). 
Meticulously researched, drawing on the 658 letters Vincent wrote to Theo during his lifetime, 
the author weaves a tale of two lives intertwined and the extraordinary love of the Van Gogh 
brothers. 

Fiction  

• Blood Water Paint Hardcover – March 6, 2018 by Joy McCullough (Author). 
This novel in verse is a portrait of an artist as a young woman, filled with the highs of creative 
inspiration and the devastating setbacks of a system built to break her.  

• I, Juan de Pareja: The Story of a Great Painter and the Slave He Helped Become a Great Artist, 
1965 by Elizabeth Borton De Trevino (Author). 
When the great Velázquez was painting his masterpieces at the Spanish court in the seventeenth 
century, his colors were expertly mixed, and his canvases carefully prepared by his slave, Juan 
de Pareja. The author tells the story of Juan, who was born a slave and died an accomplished and 
respected artist. 

• Picture Us in The Light, 2018 by Kelly Loy Gilbert (Author). 
The main character in this novel has been an artist for as long as he can remember, and it seems 
his path is set, but a secret from the past has him worried. 
The Second Mrs. Gioconda, 1998 by E.L. Konigsburg (Author). 
The Mona Lisa... Why did Leonardo da Vinci lavish three years on a painting of the second wife 
of an unimportant merchant when all the nobles of Europe were begging for a portrait by his 
hand? 
No one knows for sure. But this story, may hold the clue to the most famous, and puzzling, 
painting of all time. 

• You’re Welcome, Universe, 2018 by Whitney Gardner (Author). 
This novel is a dive into self-discovery for the deaf protagonist, and a compelling, engaging read 
for a wide variety of teens, including those interested in graffiti and street art.  

 
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  
 

• Arts and Activities Magazine: A magazine for Art education. 
https://artsandactivities.com/  

• Artsonia Kids Online Art Museum:  Empowers students to display, and explain, their own 
creations. (Download from your app store) 

• Big Kids Magazine: BIG Kids Magazine is an Australian contemporary arts publication, 
launched in 2011, that features the work of children and artists side by side.  
http://bigkidsmagazine.com/about  

• Brush Painting Interactive: From the San Francisco Museum of Asian Art 
http://education.asianart.org/explore-resources/lesson-or-activity/interactive-digital-
brushpainting  



• Living Paintings: Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum 
This is a fun, easy, and visually pleasing way for kids to interact with works of fine art. It 
includes interactive games that are sometimes educational, other times just plain funny.  

(Download from your app store) 

• Scholastic Art:  The art magazine for kids 
https://art.scholastic.com/ 

 
Online Links 
 

• Adobe Spark: This free, one-stop shop for creating sleek graphics, web stories, and animated 
videos is incredibly easy to use and challenges students to think critically about visual 
presentation.  Available at https://spark.adobe.com/edu/ 

• ArtsEdge: Impressive cross-curricular resource helps put the A in STEAM from the Kennedy 
Center.  
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators.aspx  

• The Artist’s Toolkit:  Visual Exploration of Art Elements 
http://archive.artsmia.org/artists_toolkit/explore.cfm.html  

• Google Art Project: Browse 30,000 artworks by collections, artists, artworks, or user-submitted 
galleries. Explore galleries by clicking on the little person icon and navigate virtual spaces using 
the arrows and magnifier. Kids can make their own galleries when logged in to Google by 
clicking a button within each image and curating collections.   
http://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/project/art-project 

• Meet Me at Midnight: Fascinating game teaches kids about art. 
http://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/online/midnight/default_flash.html 

• The Metropolitan museum of Art, #metkids: Made for, with, and by kids, this site offers 
exploration and artistic fun. 
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metkids/  

• National Gallery of Art Kidzone: NGAkids interactives offer an entertaining and informative 
introduction to art and art history. Featuring a variety of art-making tools that encourage 
exploration and creativity, these computer-based activities are suitable for all ages.  
https://www.nga.gov/education/kids.html  

• St. Louis Art Museum Exhibits:  The Art of Africa, The Art of China and Japan, and more. 
http://www.slam.org/education/learningresources.php  

 

 

 



Background information for the Educator 
 

• Art Workshops for Children, 2015 by Hervé Tullet (Author). 
Art Workshops for Children is a guide for parents and teachers to organize and execute artistic 
workshops for children.  

• San Francisco Museum of Modern Art for Educators 
https://www.sfmoma.org/educators/  

 
 

 

	

 


