
	

	

	

Reading Lists for Literature and Language Arts Resource Package 

Grades K through 4 

The Resources in this section can be used with the Literature and Language Arts Resource Packet for 
grades K through 4. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• AlphaBest: The Zany, Zanier, Zaniest Book about Comparatives and Superlatives, 2012 by 
Helaine Becker (Author), Dave Whamond (Illustrator). 
Adjectival comparatives and superlatives from angry, angrier, angriest to zany, zanier, zaniest 
are presented alongside energetic cartoons of carnival scenes. Some pages require a careful look 
to discern the connection between word and picture. There’s no narrative sequence to this visual 
feast, but the whole is connected by the alphabetical sequence and patterned wordplay. 

• An Ambush of Tigers: A Wild Gathering of Collective Nouns, 2015 by Betsy R. Rosenthal 
(Author), Jago  (Illustrator). 
“Would a labor of moles / wear polka-dot ties / when it goes to work / for a business of flies?” 
Rhyming text features the proper collective noun terms (which may require some adult 
explanation) for thirty-three animal groups. Textured illustrations of often-personified animals 
will help readers pick up on the wordplay and enjoy the text’s humor. 

• Animalogy: Animal Analogies, 2011 by Marianne Berkes  (Author), Cathy Morrison  
(Illustrator). 
This animal-themed book introduces analogies: “Amphibian is to frog / as mammal is to moose.” 
Whether illustrating verbs or nouns, the crisp language features accurate syntax, and rhymes on 
the alternate pages work well. Vivid illustrations of animals in natural settings are eye-catching. 

• Author: A True Story, 2002 by Helen Lester  (Author). 
By sharing her struggles as a child and later as a successful author, Helen Lester demonstrates 
that hurdles are part of the process. She even gives writing tips, such as keeping a "fizzle box." 
Helen Lester uses her unique ability to laugh at her mistakes to create both a guide for young 
writers and an amusing personal story of the disappointments and triumphs of a writer's life. 

• A Boy, a Mouse, and a Spider: The Story of E. B. White, 2017 by Barbara Herkert (Author), 
Lauren Castillo (Illustrator). 
When young Elwyn White lay in bed as a sickly child, a bold house mouse befriended him. 
When the time came for kindergarten, an anxious Elwyn longed for the farm, where animal 
friends awaited him at the end of each day. Propelled by his fascination with the outside world, 
he began to jot down his reflections in a journal. Writing filled him with joy, and words became 
his world. 

• A Boy Called Dickens, 2012 by Deborah Hopkinson  (Author), John Hendrix (Illustrator). 
As a child, Dickens was forced to live on his own and work long hours in a rat-infested blacking 
factory. Readers will be drawn into the winding streets of London, where they will learn how 
Dickens got the inspiration for many of his characters. The 200th anniversary of Dickens's birth 



was February 7, 2012, and this tale of his little-known boyhood is the perfect way to introduce 
kids to the great author. 

• Game Changers: A Biography of J. K. Rowling (Time for Kids Nonfiction Readers), 2017 by 
Teacher Created Materials  (Author). 
J.K. Rowling's success is beyond impressive. Few authors in history have experienced anything 
like it.  This high-interest biography details the fascinating life of the creator of the Harry Potter 
books, J.K. Rowling. 

• How to Write a Play, 2012 by Cecilia Roth Minden (Author). 
Writing is an important skill that kids use almost every day, in school, with friends, at home, 
almost everywhere.  This title has tips and tricks that will help them become writing experts. 

• Kid Authors: True Tales of Childhood from Famous Writers, 2017 by David Stabler  (Author), 
Doogie Horner  (Illustrator). 
Every great author started out as a kid. Before the best sellers, fan clubs, and beloved stories we 
know today, the world's most celebrated writers had regular-kid problems just like you. Sam 
Clemens (aka Mark Twain) loved to skip school and make mischief, with his best friend Tom, of 
course! A young J. R. R. Tolkien was bitten by a huge tarantula, or as he called it, “a spider as 
big as a dragon.” Toddler Zora Neale Hurston took her first steps when a wild hog entered her 
house and started chasing her!  

• Pablo Neruda: Poet of the People, 2011 by Monica Brown  (Author), Julie Paschkis  (Illustrator). 
Once there was a little boy named Neftalí who loved wild things wildly and quiet things quietly. 
From the moment he could talk, he surrounded himself with words. Neftalí discovered the magic 
between the pages of books. When he was sixteen, he began publishing his poems as Pablo 
Neruda. 

• The Right Word: Roget and His Thesaurus, 2014 by Jen Bryant  (Author), Melissa Sweet  
(Illustrator). 
For shy young Peter Mark Roget, books were the best companions, and it wasn’t long before 
Peter began writing his own book. But he didn’t write stories; he wrote lists. Peter took his love 
for words and turned it to organizing ideas and finding exactly the right word to express just 
what he thought. His lists grew and grew, eventually turning into one of the most important 
reference books of all time. 

• A River of Words: The Story of William Carlos Williams, 2008 by Jen Bryant  (Author), Melissa 
Sweet  (Illustrator). 
When he wrote poems, he felt as free as the Passaic River as it rushed to the falls. Willie’s 
notebooks filled up, one after another. Willie’s words gave him freedom and peace, but he also 
knew he needed to earn a living. So he went off to medical school and became a doctor,  one of 
the busiest men in town! Yet he never stopped writing poetry. 

• Twenty-Odd Ducks: Why, every punctuation mark counts!, 2008 by Lynne Truss  (Author), 
Bonnie Timmons  (Illustrator). 
Commas and apostrophes aren't the only punctuation marks that can cause big trouble if they're 
put in the wrong place. The authors  put hyphens, parentheses, quotation marks, periods, and 
more in the spotlight, showing how which marks you choose and where you put them can cause 
hilarious mix-ups. 

 
 
 
 



Fiction 
• The Best Story, 2008 by Eileen Spinelli (Author), Anne Wilsdorf (Illustrator). 

The best story is one that comes from the heart The library is having a contest for the best story, 
and the quirky narrator of this story just has to win that rollercoaster ride with her favorite 
author! But what makes a story the best? 

• The Plot Chickens, 2010 by Mary Jane Auch  (Author). 
Henrietta loves to read. When she clucks buk, buk, buk at the library, the librarian knows exactly 
what to recommend. Then Henrietta decides to write a book. With the help of her three aunties, 
she hatches a plot. But when Henrietta publishes her story, the critics say she's laid an egg! Is 
this the end of Henrietta's career as an author? 

• READ! READ! READ!, 2017 by Amy Ludwig Vanderwater (Author), Ryan O'Rourke 
(Illustrator). 
Twenty-three poems capture the joys of reading from that thrilling moment when a child first 
learns to decipher words to the excitement that follows in reading everything from road signs to 
field guides to internet articles to stories. 

• Rocket Writes a Story, 2012 by Tad Hills  (Author, Illustrator). 
Rocket loves books and he wants to make his own, but he can't think of a story. Encouraged by 
the little yellow bird to look closely at the world around him for inspiration, Rocket sets out on a 
journey. Along the way he discovers small details that he has never noticed before, a timid baby 
owl who becomes his friend, and an idea for a story. 

• A Squiggly Story, 2016 by Andrew Larsen  (Author), Mike Lowery (Illustrator). 
A young boy wants to write a story, just like his big sister. But there's a problem, he tells her. 
Though he knows his letters, he doesn't know many words. Every story starts with a single word 
and every word starts with a single letter, his sister explains patiently. Why don't you start there, 
with a letter? So the boy tries. He writes a letter. An easy letter. The letter I. And from that one 
skinny letter, the story grows, and the little boy discovers that all of us, including him, have what 
we need to write our own perfect story. 

• The Word Collector, 2018 by Peter H. Reynolds (Author). 
Jerome discovers the magic of the words all around him -- short and sweet words, two-syllable 
treats, and multisyllable words that sound like little songs. Words that connect, transform, and 
empower. 

• Wordplay, 2017 by Ivan Brunetti  (Author). 
After Annemarie defines compound word for her teacher, the girl imagines interpreting 
compounds part by part: an eggplant, for instance, would be a plant that grows eggs. Spacious 
graphic-novel panels invite readers to spend time with each of Brunetti’s humorous illustrations.  

 
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• Storybird: Fun, free way to be creative. 
Download in your App Store. 

• StoryBuilder: Very cool app asks questions, creates stories from answers. 
Download in your App Store. 

• This Is My Story (And I'm Sticking To It): Build (and hear) simple stories by filling in the 
blanks.   
Download in your App Store. 

 



Online Links 

• The Carle: Museum of Picture Book Art: Interactive Exhibits and much more 
https://www.carlemuseum.org/ 

• The Federation of Children's Books Group: Websites by Children’s Authors and Illustrators 
http://www.fcbg.org.uk/childrens-authors-and-illustrators/ 

 
Background information for the Educator 

• Literature Teaching Guides by Teacher Vision 
https://www.teachervision.com/lesson-planning/literature-guide 

• Teaching Books: Literacy Connections 
Manage the demands of implementing literacy instruction with materials that deepen the 
conversation and understanding of the books read in your classes. 
https://www.teachingbooks.net/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Lists for Literature and Language Arts Resource Package 

Grades 5 through 8 

The Resources in this section can be used with the Literature and Language Arts Resource Packet for 
grades 5 through 8. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• Charles Dickens: Scenes from an Extraordinary Life, 2014 by Mick Manning (Illustrator), Brita 
Granstrom (Illustrator). 
Excellent combination of historical facts, illustrations and cartoon strips really bring the great 
man's story to life. The key novels are fitted in chronologically so you get a sense of how they 
arose from the events of his life.  

• The Dragon Grammar Book: Grammar for Kids, Dragons, and the Whole Kingdom, 2017 by 
Diane Mae Robinson  (Author), Breadcrumbs Ink (Illustrator). 
An easy-to-understand English grammar book with fun grammar lessons for middle grades and 
up. An excellent education reference for classroom and homeschool grammar lessons.  The 
Dragon Grammar Book is the perfect grammar study guide to help readers learn the rules of 
grammar and improve language art skills with ease and enjoyment. 

• The Emily Sonnets: The Life of Emily Dickinson, 2012 by Jane Yolen  (Author), Gary Kelley 
(Illustrator). 
She was quiet and fiercely private. She was bold and fiercely creative. And it wasn't until after 
her death that the world came to know her genius. In this book, beautiful sonnets and insightful 
biographical notes spotlight Emily Dickinson's schooling, seclusion, and the slant rhymes for 
which she became famous, while the  artwork portrays the poet's 19th-century Massachusetts 
world, including her family, faith, and fears. 

• The Extraordinary Mark Twain (According To Susy), 2010 by Barbara Kerley (Author), Edwin 
Fotheringham  (Illustrator). 
Susy Clemens thought the world was wrong about her papa. They saw Mark Twain as "a 
humorist joking at everything." But he was so much more, and Susy was determined to set the 
record straight. In a journal she kept under her pillow, Susy documented her world-famous 
father-from his habits (good and bad!) to his writing routine to their family's colorful home life. 

• Funny Business: Conversations with Writers of Comedy, 2009 by Various (Author), Leonard S. 
Marcus (Editor). 
There are many kinds of humor, but capturing their essence on paper is a remarkably difficult 
(and often undervalued) skill. So how do authors create books that not only stand the tests of 
time but also make us laugh? In thirteen fascinating interviews, well-loved writers of humorous 
books for children discuss an array of topics, from their sources of inspiration to the ways they 
began writing, from their revision processes to childhood anecdotes to the value they place on  
comedy in their work and lives. 
 

• Jurassic Classics: The Prehistoric Masters Of Literature, 2018 by Saskia Lacey(Author), Sernur 
Isik (Illustrator). 
Join everyone’s favorite dinosaurs as they walk you through some of the world’s most famous 
works of British and American literature. Begin with William Shakespeareasaurus and read 
about his life and highlights of his famous works, including dino-sized versions of his famous 



quotes: “But soft! There squats my fairest maiden!” Some other authors include Edgar Allan 
Terrordactyl and Jane Austenlovenator. After each dinosaur section, there is a brief but 
informative review of the real author and his or her work. 

• Kid Authors: True Tales of Childhood from Famous Writers, 2017 by David Stabler  (Author), 
Doogie Horner  (Illustrator). 
Every great author started out as a kid. Before the best sellers, fan clubs, and beloved stories we 
know today, the world's most celebrated writers had regular-kid problems just like you. Sam 
Clemens (aka Mark Twain) loved to skip school and make mischief, with his best friend Tom, of 
course! A young J. R. R. Tolkien was bitten by a huge tarantula, or as he called it, “a spider as 
big as a dragon.” Toddler Zora Neale Hurston took her first steps when a wild hog entered her 
house and started chasing her!  

• Louisa: The Life of Louisa May Alcott, 2014 by Yona Zeldis McDonough  (Author), Bethanne 
Andersen (Illustrator). 
When Louisa May Alcott's Little Women was published in 1868, it was an instant success. 
Louisa drew on her experiences in writing the novel, but there's a lot more to her rags-to-riches 
story. Louisa came from a family that was poor but freethinking, and she started teaching when 
she was only seventeen years old. But writing was her passion.  

• My Weird Writing Tips (My Weird School), 2013 by Dan Gutman  (Author), Jim Paillot  
(Illustrator). 
Dan offers tricks for spelling hard words, understanding the difference between similar words 
like “its” and “it’s,” and conquering grammar stumbling blocks like commas and apostrophes. 
He also teaches readers how to write an engaging story. 

• Mythmaker: The Life of J.R.R. Tolkien, Creator of The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings, 2012 
by Anne E. Neimark  (Author). 
J. R. R. Tolkien was far more than a fantasy book writer. His lifelong fascination with medieval 
texts and languages gave him a unique vision and endless inspiration for his tales. His broad 
interests made possible his creation of faery worlds and entire races of beings, as well as the 
languages, cultures, and characters that make his books as engaging today as they were fifty 
years ago. This clear and thoroughly researched biography of the creator of The Hobbit and The 
Lord of the Rings recalls the mystery of Tolkien’s imaginary worlds. 

• Noah Webster: Man of Many Words, 2015 by Catherine Reef (Author). 
Noah Webster (1758–1843) has a passion for words but cannot seem to find a vocation. He tries 
teaching, lawyering, lecturing, publishing, and writing. Late in life he finally settles down to 
complete his dictionary, drawing on his passion for language as well as his belief that a common 
American language will unite the country. 

• Other-Wordly: Words Both Strange And Lovely From Around The World, 2016 by Yee-Lum 
Mak (Author), Kelsey Garrity-Riley (Illustrator). 
Logophiles who’ve struggled for a word to express a particular “other-wordly” emotion, sight, or 
sensation will appreciate this slim, pretty compendium of evocative, little-known words and their 
definitions. Muted artwork nicely echoes the mood of the words, which are loosely grouped by 
association. 

• Ox, House, Stick: The History of Our Alphabet, 2007 by Don Robb  (Author), Anne Smith 
(Illustrator). 
Bold collage illustrations and clear prose trace the origins of our familiar letters. From the proto-
Sinaitic peoples, through the Phoenicians, Greeks and Romans, this book follows the 
development of the Roman alphabet. 



• Shakespeare: Explore the Life of History's Most Famous Playwright from His Elizabethan 
World: DK Eyewitness Books, 2015 by DK (Author). 
Whether your reader has a special interest in theater, poetry, or the work of William 
Shakespeare, you're going to see a Shakespeare play, or you want to add depth and additional 
resources to Shakespeare's work that your student is studying in the classroom, this book is a 
great choice for you and your student to get to know the bard even better. 

• Show; Don't Tell!: Secrets of Writing, 2004 by Josephine Nobisso  (Author), Eva Montanari 
(Illustrator). 
Innovative yet accessible writing strategies appropriate for both fiction and nonfiction are 
presented in this enchanting tale of a writing lion who holds court for a cast of animal friends. 
Aspiring writers learn the essential nature of nouns and adjectives and how to use them to 
express their individual visions so that they “show and don’t tell” every time. 

• Will's Words: How William Shakespeare Changed the Way You Talk, 2016 by Jane Sutcliffe  
(Author), John Shelley  (Illustrator).  
The bard’s inventiveness with words is showcased in this look at London’s Globe Theatre. In 
lively, conversational text, verso pages present information interspersed with Shakespeare’s 
words or phrases boldfaced; the recto defines the phrase and identifies the play it comes from. 
Detailed pen-and-ink and watercolor scenes with varied perspectives brim with the bustle and 
jostle of London and its playgoers. 

• The Word Snoop: A Wild and Witty Tour of the English Language!, 2009 by Ursula Dubosarsky  
(Author), Tohby Riddle (Illustrator). 
Meet the Word Snoop. She's dashing and daring and witty as can be, and no one knows more 
about the evolution of the English language than she does. Luckily, she's spilling her secrets in 
this gem of a book. From the first alphabet in 4000 BC, to anagrams, palindromes, and modern-
day text messages, readers will learn all about the fascinating twists and turns our fair language 
has taken to become what it is today. 

• Zora!: The Life of Zora Neale Hurston, 2012 by Dennis Brindell Fradin (Author), Judith Bloom 
Fradin (Author). 
Zora Neale Hurston was confident, charismatic, and determined to be extraordinary. As a young 
woman, Hurston lived and wrote alongside such prominent authors as Langston Hughes and 
Alain Locke during the Harlem Renaissance.  

 
Fiction 

• Brown Girl Dreaming, 2016 by Jacqueline Woodson  (Author). 
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In 
vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 
1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights 
movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each 
line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her place in the world. 

• The Cheshire Cheese Cat: A Dickens of a Tale,  2014 by Carmen Agra Deedy  (Author), Randall 
Wright  (Author), Barry Moser (Illustrator). 
Skilley, an alley cat with an embarrassing secret, longs to escape his street-cat life. He hopes to 
trade London’s damp alleyways for the warmth of ye olde Cheshire Cheese Inn, so he strikes a 
bargain with Pip, an erudite mouse. Skilley will protect the mice who live at the inn, and in turn, 
the mice will provide Skilley with the thing he desires most. But when Skilley and Pip are drawn 
into a crisis of monumental proportions, their new friendship is pushed to its limits. 



• Word of Mouse, 2018 by James Patterson (Author), Chris Grabenstein  (Author), Joe Sutphin 
(Illustrator). 
What makes Isaiah so unique? First, his fur is as blue as the sky, which until recently was 
something he'd never seen, but had read all about. That's right--Isaiah can read, and write. He can 
also talk to humans...if any of them are willing to listen! After a dramatic escape from a 
mysterious laboratory, Isaiah is separated from his "mischief" (which is the word for a mouse 
family), and has to use his special skills to survive in the dangerous outdoors, and hopefully find 
his missing family.  

	
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• CRICKET Magazine:  contemporary stories and classic literature from the world’s best writers, 
paired with beautiful illustrations. 
https://shop.cricketmedia.com/CRICKET-Magazine-for-Kids.  

• Half Way Down the Stairs: A literary magazine for families to share... free!  
http://www.halfwaydownthestairs.net/ 

• Stone Soup: the literary magazine and website written and illustrated by kids through age 13. 
https://stonesoup.com 
 

Online Links  
• Dav Pilkey: Dav's Fun Stuff. Learn How to draw Captain Underpants, Create your own 

superhero cape, do a Robo-Boxers word challenge and more!  
http://www.pilkey.com/ 

• The Federation of Children's Books Group: Websites by Children’s Authors and Illustrators 
http://www.fcbg.org.uk/childrens-authors-and-illustrators/ 

• Judy Moody Website: Read, play, learn with books. 
https://judymoody.com/ 

• New Moon Girls Online: Dynamo site for girls has priorities right. 
http://www.newmoon.com/ 

• Scholastic Kids Press Corps: Kid reporters (and readers) get schooled in journalism. 
http://magazines.scholastic.com/ 

 
Background information for the Educator 

• Literature Teaching Guides by Teacher Vision 
https://www.teachervision.com/lesson-planning/literature-guide 

• Teaching Books: Literacy Connections 
Manage the demands of implementing literacy instruction with materials that deepen the 
conversation and understanding of the books read in your classes. 
https://www.teachingbooks.net/ 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Lists for Literature and Language Arts Resource Package 

Grades 9 through 12 

The Resources in this section can be used with the Literature and Language Arts Resource Packet for 
grades 9 through 12. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• The Brontë Sisters: The Brief Lives of Charlotte, Emily, and Anne, 2015 by Catherine Reef  
(Author). 
The Brontë sisters are among the most beloved writers of all time, best known for their classic 
nineteenth-century novels Jane Eyre (Charlotte), Wuthering Heights (Emily), and Agnes Grey 
(Anne). In this sometimes heartbreaking young adult biography, the author explores the turbulent 
lives of these literary siblings and the oppressive times in which they lived.  

• Dickens: His Work and His World, 2005 by Michael Rosen (Author), Robert Ingpen (Illustrator). 
This book is a tour of the life and work of one of our greatest novelists. This accessible, book 
vividly re-creates the world of Charles Dickens, from the author's childhood in London to his 
early career, his performances, and, of course, the great social and political upheavals of the 
time, which inspired so much of his work. 

• Eats, Shoots & Leaves: The Zero Tolerance Approach to Punctuation, 2006 by Lynne Truss  
(Author). 
In this book, the author who is, gravely concerned about our current grammatical state boldly 
defends proper punctuation. She proclaims in her witty, and very English way, that it is time to 
look at our commas and semicolons and see them as the wonderful and necessary things they are. 
Using examples from literature, history, neighborhood signage, and her own imagination, she, 
shows how commas and apostrophes, and the hilarious consequences of punctuation gone awry 
shape meaning. 

• The Elements of Style,1999 by William Strunk Jr.  (Author), E. B. White  (Author), Test Editor 
(Editor), Roger Angell (Foreword). 
The advice of Strunk & White is as valuable today as when it was first offered. This book's 
unique tone, wit and charm have conveyed the principles of English style to millions of readers. 
Use the fourth edition of "the little book" to make a big impact with writing. 

• The Emily Sonnets: The Life of Emily Dickinson, 2012 by Jane Yolen  (Author), Gary Kelley 
(Illustrator). 
She was quiet and fiercely private. She was bold and fiercely creative. And it wasn't until after 
her death that the world came to know her genius. In this book, beautiful sonnets and insightful 
biographical notes spotlight Emily Dickinson's schooling, seclusion, and the slant rhymes for 
which she became famous, while the  artwork portrays the poet's 19th-century Massachusetts 
world, including her family, faith, and fears. 
 
 

• Get Lit Rising: Words Ignite. Claim Your Poem. Claim Your Life, 2016 by Diane Luby Lane 
(Author), the Get Lit Players (Author). 
Get Lit Rising brings to life the true story of nineteen teen poets (the Get Lit Players) who are 
inspiring thousands of teens across the country through their award-winning performances of 
classic and spoken word poems. This book takes readers inside the private lives of these teen 



poets as they try to transform the lives of inner city teens in some of the toughest life 
circumstances. 

• Grammar Girl Presents the Ultimate Writing Guide for Students (Quick & Dirty Tips) , 2011 by 
Mignon Fogarty  (Author), Erwin Haya (Illustrator). 
This clear and accessible guide to a wide range of writing and grammar topics will be useful to 
student writers. A variety of examples and tips combined with clear organization will help them 
find answers to specific questions and apply what they’ve learned to their own writing. 

• Just Write: Here's How!, 2012 by Walter Dean Myers  (Author). 
No sentimentalist, Myers advises young writers on how to get started and–even more difficult, 
how to keep going and finish. His approach is practical, encouraging extensive outlining and, for 
a novel, a “six-box model for fiction.” Autobiographical anecdotes make the advice concrete. 

• Muckrakers: How Ida Tarbell, Upton Sinclair, and Lincoln Steffens Helped Expose Scandal, 
Inspire Reform, and Invent Investigative Journalism (World History Biographies), 2007 by Ann 
Bausum  (Author). 
Here's the story of the birth of investigative journalism in America. At the turn of the 20th 
century, news reporters and monthly magazines collaborate to create a new kind of journalism—
in-depth, serialized exposés of corporate, labor, and political corruption. 

• A Practical Guide to Becoming a Playwright: Real World Knowledge, Experience and Insight, 
2018 by Andrew Biss  (Author). 
Examining everything from structure, dialogue, subtext, and creating well-rounded characters, to 
formatting, writing synopses and preparing your plays for submission, this tittle offers a 
comprehensive explanation of the often challenging process of writing plays and getting them 
into the hands of producers. 

• The Shakespeare Book: Big Ideas Simply Explained, 2015 by DK  (Author). 
This book brings the work of William Shakespeare to life with full-color photography, images, 
idea webs, timelines, and quotes that help you understand the context of Shakespeare's plays and 
poems. From Shakespeare's most-famous plays, such as Romeo and Juliet and Julius Caesar, to 
less-frequently performed works such as King John and Henry VIII, every play of the 
Shakespearean canon is collected in this comprehensive guide, along with his major poems and 
best-loved sonnets. 

• Show, Don't Tell: How To Write Vivid Descriptions, Handle Backstory, And Describe Your 
Characters’ Emotions , 2018 by Sandra Gerth (Author). 
Show, don’t tell' is probably the single most-important piece of advice given to writers. But 
many writers struggle to understand this powerful principle or have difficulty applying it to their 
own work. Even experienced authors sometimes don’t grasp the finer nuances of showing and 
telling. In this book, each chapter includes concrete examples and exercises that will hone your 
writing skills. 
 
 
 

• Ten Days in A Mad-House: Illustrated and Annotated: A First-Hand Account of Life At 
Bellevue Hospital on Blackwell's Island in 1887, 2017 by Nellie Bly  (Author). 
Ten Days in A Mad-House, Was Written By Nellie Bly in 1887, after she lived, undercover, at a 
women's insane asylum at Blackwell's Island in 1887 for ten days. This was an assignment given 
to her by Joseph Pulitzer. The living conditions and treatment of the Patients were Horrible. 

• Thesaurus of the Senses, 2015 by Linda Hart  (Author). 



The difference between the almost right word and the right word is the difference between a 
lightning bug and lightning, Mark Twain once wrote. Throughout history, the timely use of the 
apt word has held enormous sway, in literature, speeches, and texts. This book collects some of 
the best English sensory words in one place to enliven your writing and help you build 
persuasive description. It's an indispensable tool for writers, poets, bloggers, editors, storytellers, 
students, teachers, communicators, and word lovers alike 

• On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft, 2010 by Stephen King  (Author). 
Part memoir, part master class by one of the bestselling authors of all time, this superb volume is 
a revealing and practical view of the writer’s craft, comprising the basic tools of the trade every 
writer must have. 

• Writing Magic: Creating Stories that Fly, 2014 by Gail Carson Levine  (Author). 
In Writing Magic, the author shares her tricks of the trade. She shows how you can get terrific 
ideas for stories, invent great beginnings and endings, write sparkling dialogue, develop 
memorable character, and much, much more. She advises you about what to do when you feel 
stuck, and how to use helpful criticism. Best of all, she offers writing exercises that will set your 
imagination on fire. 

 
Fiction 

• Dead Poets Society, 2006 by N. H. Kleinbaum (Author). 
The boys at Welton Academy can hardly believe how different life is since their new English 
professor, the flamboyant John Keating, has challenged them to "make your lives extraordinary! 
Inspired by Keating, the boys resurrect the Dead Poets Society, a secret club where, free from the 
constraints and expectations of school and parents, they let their passions run wild. As Keating 
turns the boys on to the great words of Byron, Shelley, and Keats, they discover not only the 
beauty of language, but also the importance of making each moment count. 

• Fake ID, 2015 by Lamar Giles (Author). 
Nick Pearson is pounding the pavement like any investigative reporter worth his salt. Though 
Nick’s circumstances are slightly different than most reporters: he and his family are in the 
witness protection program, thanks to his father’s previous occupation as bookkeeper to a 
mobster.  

• Please Excuse This Poem: 100 New Poets for the Next Generation, 2015 by Brett Fletcher Lauer  
(Author), Lynn Melnick  (Author), Carolyn Forche (Introduction). 
One hundred poems. One hundred voices. One hundred different points of view. This book 
features one hundred acclaimed younger poets from truly diverse backgrounds and points of 
view, whose work has appeared everywhere from The New Yorker to Twitter, tackling a 
startling range of subjects in a startling range of poetic forms. 
 
 
 

• These Shallow Graves, 2016 by Jennifer Donnelly  (Author). 
Jo Montfort is beautiful and rich, and soon, like all the girls in her class, she’ll graduate from 
finishing school and be married off to a wealthy bachelor. Which is the last thing she wants. Jo 
dreams of becoming a writer, a newspaper reporter. 

• The Year of the Gadfly, 2013 by Jennifer Miller  (Author). 



Iris Dupont, a budding journalist whose only confidant is the chain-smoking specter of Edward 
R. Murrow, feels sure she can break into the ranks of The Devil’s Advocate, the Party’s 
underground newspaper, and there uncover the source of its blackmail schemes and vilifying 
rumors.  

 
 
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• Half Way Down the Stairs: A literary magazine for families to share... free!  
http://www.halfwaydownthestairs.net/ 

• Polyphony H.S. : A student-run, international  literary magazine for high school writers and 
editors.  
https://www.polyphonylit.org/ 

• Stone Soup: the literary magazine and website written and illustrated by kids through age 13. 
https://stonesoup.com 

• Vademecum: dedicated to publishing the best in high school prose, poetry and photography.  
http://www.vademecummag.com/ 

Online Links 
• The Federation of Children's Books Group: Websites by Children’s Authors and Illustrators 

http://www.fcbg.org.uk/childrens-authors-and-illustrators 
• Figment: Teen writers express themselves on supportive social site. 

http://www.figment.com 
• Power Poetry: Online community empowers teen poets; use privacy settings. 

http://www.powerpoetry.org 
• SMITHTeens: Site challenges teens to summarize their lives in six words. 

http://smithteens.com 
• Teen Ink: Creative, supportive forum for teens to share their work. 

http://www.teenink.com 
 
Background information for the Educator 

• Literature Teaching Guides by Teacher Vision 
https://www.teachervision.com/lesson-planning/literature-guide 

• Teaching Books: Literacy Connections 
Manage the demands of implementing literacy instruction with materials that deepen the 
conversation and understanding of the books read in your classes. 
https://www.teachingbooks.net/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 


