
	

	

	

Reading Lists for Transportation Resource Package 

Grades K through 4 

The resources in this section can be used with the Transportation Resource Packet for grades k through 
4. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• The Airplane Alphabet Book, 1999 by Jerry Pallotta  (Author),  Fred Stillwell (Author),  Rob 
Bolster (Illustrator). 
This fact-filled book features planes from A to Z, including the Aviation Trainer Six, the Electra, 
and the Zero. 

• All Aboard: A True Train Story, 2004 by Susan Kuklin.  
All aboard as we travel through the Colorado wilderness on the Durango & Silverton Narrow 
Gauge Railroad with this bright, bold, and exciting picture book about steam engines. 

• The Big Book of Airplanes, 2016 by DK (Author). 
From military planes to the commercial jumbo jet to space shuttles, this book is a spectacular 
look at a subject that fascinates kids. 

• Flight and Flying Machines (See & Explore Library), 1993 by DK Publishing (Author).  
From our  first fascination with birds to the development of space flight technology, this 
illustrated study traces the history of humankind's attempts to fly. 

• Into the Air: An Illustrated Timeline of Flight, 2003 by Ryan Ann Hunter  (Author),  Yan 
Nascimbene (Illustrator). 
Enhanced with a fact-filled timeline and colorful illustrations throughout, an informative tale 
provides a comprehensive overview of the history of aviation, from the first attempts made and 
first flight by the Wright Brothers through the fact-finding space missions of today. 

• Locomotive, 2013 by Brian Floca (Author, Illustrator). 
It is the summer of 1869, and trains, crews, and family are traveling together, riding America’s 
brand-new transcontinental railroad. These pages come alive with the details of the trip and the 
sounds, speed, and strength of the mighty locomotives; the work that keeps them moving; and 
the thrill of travel from plains to mountain to ocean. 

• The Mary Celeste: An Unsolved Mystery from History, 2002 by Jane Yolen (Author), Heidi E. 
Y. Stemple  (Author), Roger Roth (Illustrator). 
The Mary Celeste was discovered adrift on the open sea by another ship in 1872 with no sign of 
captain or crew. What happened? Did the crew mutiny? Were they attacked by pirates? Caught 
in a storm? No one ever found out. Inside this book are the clues that were left behind and the 
theories of what people think happened aboard that ship. Become a detective, study the clues, 
and see if you can help solve this chilling mystery from history. 

• National Geographic Readers: Planes, 2010 by Amy Shields  (Author). 
How cool is a supersonic jet that can zip, dip, and zoom through the air? Or a helicopter that 



hovers as still as a hummingbird? In this book, a real-life pilot introduces kids to the greatest 
planes that ever flew. 

• National Geographic Readers: Trains, 2011 by Amy Shields (Author).  
Kids love trains! Especially the old-timey steam engines found in amusement parks and zoos. 
But what about a super-speeder in Japan that zooms on the track at 361 miles per hour? Or the 
world's longest freight train, stretching on for a whopping 4.6 miles? Or futuristic railways in the 
sky? In this book, young readers will discover a whole new way of looking at trains! 

• National Geographic Readers: Trucks, 2009by Wil Mara (Author). 
Who can resist trucks? They’re loud. They’re complicated. They have wheels twice as tall as 
your dad. This fun book is revved up with sound words and images to steer young readers on the 
road to reading success. 

• Peeking Under the City (What's Beneath), 2016 by Esther Porter (Author), Andrés Lozano 
(Illustrator). 
Tap into kids' natural curiosity by pulling back the curtain on the below-ground workings of a 
typical big city. High-density, fun-to-explore illustrations and inviting text showcase water and 
sewer systems, transportation lines, and more. 

• Stable, 2010 by Ted Lewin  (Author, Illustrator). 
The history of Kensington Stables in Brooklyn, New York City. Explains how it was once a 
central mode of transportation, how its services have changed and grown, and how it now faces 
possible extinction due to the changes in the area.  

• Steam, Smoke and Steel: Back in Time with Trains, 2000 by Patrick O’Brien (Author, 
Illustrator).  
Hop up into the cab of a speeding modern-day locomotive and look down the tracks into the past. 
Perhaps these are the same tracks that the diesel-electric locomotives of thirty years ago 
thundered down, pulling their loads. Perhaps you can see the steam engines of thirty years before 
that. 

• Subway Story, 2011 by Julia Sarcone-Roach  (Author). 
Jessie, the subway car, after decades of enjoyable work in New York, is recycled into an 
artificial reef off the coast of Delaware in 2001. 

• Trains, 2009 by Lynn Curlee  (Author, Illustrator). 
Explains the history of trains and how they have effected the industrial development of the 
United States.  From steam engines to diesel engines and box cars to sleeper cars, a ride through 
this book is about as close as most kids can hope to get to the Japanese bullet train or the inner 
workings of steam power. 

 
Fiction 

• Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!, 2003 by Mo Willems  (Author, Illustrator). 
When a bus driver takes a break from his route, a very unlikely volunteer springs up to take his 
place, a pigeon! But you've never met one like this before.  

• If I Built a Car, 2007 by Chris Van Dusen  (Author). 
Jack describes the kind of car he would build, one with amazing accessories and with the 
capability of traveling on land, in the air, and on and under the sea. 

• Leonardo and the Flying Boy, 2007 by Laurence Anholt  (Author). 
Zoro is a little boy in 17th-century Italy, long before airplanes flew in the sky. But Zoro is also 
an apprentice to the artist and inventor Leonardo da Vinci, and Leonardo is experimenting with a 
revolutionary flying machine!	 



• The Little Engine That Could, 2001 by Watty Piper  (Author), George Hauman (Illustrator), 
Doris Hauman (Illustrator). 
This new edition is the classic story of a train filled with toys and gifts for little boys and girls 
that breaks down before reaching the children. After asking several passing trains for help over 
the hill, a little blue train agrees to help the stranded toys. Even though she is small, the blue train 
tries her best to bring the toys to the children on the other side of the hill. 

• The Polar Express, 1985 by Chris Van Allsburg (Author, Illustrator). Through dark forests, over 
tall mountains, and across a desert of ice, the Polar Express makes its way to the city atop the 
world, where a boy will make his Christmas wish. 

• Richard Scarry's Cars and Trucks and Things That Go, 1998 by Richard Scarry  (Author). 
Buckle-up for a fun-filled day of planes, trains, automobiles . . . and even a pickle truck! 
Featuring hundreds of clearly labeled vehicles, this is the perfect book for little vehicle fans 

• Subway , 2010 by Christoph Niemann  (Author, Illustrator). 
Simple, rhyming text follows two boys and their father as they spend a rainy day riding the 
various lines of the New York City subway system. 

• Train to Somewhere, 2000 by Eve Bunting (Author), Ronald Himler (Illustrator).  
Marianne, heading west with fourteen other children on an Orphan Train, is sure her mother will 
show up at one of the stations along the way. When her mother left Marianne at the orphanage, 
hadn't she promised she'd come for her after making a new life in the West? Stop after stop goes 
by, and there's no sign of her mother in the crowds that come to look over the children. 

• Zephyr Takes Flight, 2012 by Steve Light  (Author). 
Zephyr is a girl who loves airplanes. She draws pictures of them, makes them out of paper, 
builds them out of junk, and hopes one day to fly one of her own. 

	
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• Bicycles by Kids Discover 
In this issue, you can get all the facts on this wheeled wonder, from its invention in 1817 by a 
German baron to the high-tech, speedy cruisers of today. After reviewing the basics, how a bike 
works, readers will delve into its history, starting with the birth of the wheel in 3500 B.C. and 
zooming up to the late 1800s, when the bike really took off. 
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/how-a-bike-works/ 

• Boats & Ships by Kids Discover 
First,  take a look at how boats and ships differ, and then they’ll learn about the materials that 
can be used to build them, including logs, fiberglass, and iron. Next, compare the ways boats and 
ships can be powered, by muscles, wind, or engines, and investigate the many forms they can 
take: from the basic, like the kayak, to the bizarre, like the New Guinea Lakatoi, which has sails 
shaped like crab claws. 
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/boats-for-kids/ 

 

Online Links 
• The National Museum of American History: Explore the collections containing photographs and 

historical facts about transportation. 
http://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/subjects/transportation 

• National Transportation Museum: Virtual tour 
http://tours.aspiremedia360.com/44237 



• The Smithsonian: Trains at Smithsonian Station 
https://www.si.edu/spotlight/trains 

 
Background information for the Educator 

• Nanosonic: Lessons using advanced transportation systems as a central theme. 
http://www.nanosonic.com/education/ 

• Transportation Teaching Ideas 
https://educators.brainpop.com/bp-jr-topic/transportation/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Lists for Transportation Resource Package 

Grades 5 through 8 

The resources in this section can be used with the Transportation Resource Packet for grades 5 through 
8. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• Cars, Trains, Ships, and Planes: A Visual Encyclopedia of Every Vehicle, 2015 by DK (Author). 
With many pictures and timelines, it shows and very briefly discusses different methods of 
transportation across time.  

• Conestoga Wagons, 2000 by Richard Ammon  (Author), Bill Farnsworth (Illustrator). 
Gives the history of the Conestoga wagon, the 18-wheeler of its time. Used to long-distance 
hauling from 1750-1850 and produced in Pennsylvania. 

• Construction Vehicles (How Machines Work), 2008 by Terry Jennings (Author). 
Describes in detail construction vehicles used in digging, paving, and general construction, and 
how they work. 

• DK Eyewitness Books: Car: Discover the Story of Cars from the Earliest Horseless Carriages to 
the Modern Supercars, 2005 by Richard Sutton  (Author), Elizabeth Baquedano (Author). 
Cars have come a long way in the century or so since they were invented. This book shows how 
cars have changed and developed, from the dangers of the early pioneering models to the 
complicated speedsters of today. See a horseless carriage and boneshaker, the elegant classics of 
the 1930s, and the family cars of the 1950s. 

• DK Eyewitness Books: Train: Discover the Story of Railroads from the Age of Steam to the 
High-Speed Trains, 2009 by John Coiley  (Author). 
Eyewitness Train is DK's classic look at railroads and the trains that move along them, now 
reissued with a CD and wall chart. 

• Flight (The Science Behind), 2012 by Louise Spilsbury  (Author). 
This book explores the science behind flight. It looks at topics such as how planes, helicopters, 
and balloons fly. It also looks at the concepts of gravity, streamlining, drag and thrust. 

• Grand Central Terminal: Gateway to New York City, 2003 by Ed Stanley  (Author). 
An overview of New York City's Grand Central Terminal gives  readers the behind the building, 
the story of a rapidly growing city, and the golden age of long-distance train travel. 

• Hear that Train Whistle Blow! How the Railroad Changed the World (Landmark Books), 2005 
by Milton Meltzer  (Author). 
From the very first passenger train to roll down the tracks in 1825 to the advent of today’s high-
speed trains, the railroad has been and is still one of the most vital forces in civilization. 
Focusing on American railroad history but touching on other countries. 

• Infrastructure of America's Railway Systems (America's Infrastructure), 2018 by Marcia Lusted 
(Author). 
This book explores eight railroads and subways that are lifelines for transportation in the U.S., 
but are overloaded and often falling apart. These pieces of infrastructure are very important to 
the entire country, but need emergency repairs and expansion right now. 

• Infrastructure of America's Tunnels (America's Infrastructure), 2018 by Marcia Lusted (Author). 
Infrastructure is something that we use every day, like roads, bridges, and tunnels, but probably 



never think too much about. Tunnels especially are vital to transportation, and extremely 
dangerous when they collapse. This book explores eight tunnels of different types that are 
lifelines for transportation in the US, but are now at risk. 

• Life As a Mississippi Riverboat Captain, 2018 by MS Laura L Sullivan (Author). 
With the acquisition of new land in the 1800s, there were many opportunities to travel along 
waterways, such as the Mississippi River. One profession was that of a riverboat captain. 
Readers learn what it was like to operate the boat, live on the ship, and transport goods and 
people along one of the United States' main corridors. 

• Railroads and Steamships: Important Developments in American Transportation (America's 
Industrial Society in the Nineteenth Century), 2003 by Suzanne J Murdico (Author). 
Looks at the history of transportation in the United States, discussing the need for railroads and 
steamships and how they impacted the nation. 

• Ranger Rick Kids' Guide to Paddling: All you need to know about having fun while paddling 
(Ranger Rick Kids' Guides), 2018 by Tom Watson (Author). 
By reading this book, you’ll learn all about small watercraft and how to paddle them, what gear 
to take with you on the water, beautiful places to paddle, and what wildlife to look out for on the 
water. Once you reach the end of this book, you'll know all the parts of your boat, the differences 
between a beaver tail paddle and a Greenland paddle, how to make a float plan, and how to care 
for and store your boat once you come home. 

 
Fiction 

• Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Long Haul, 2014 by Jeff Kinney  (Author). 
Greg Heffley and his family hit the road in author-illustrator Jeff Kinney's latest installment of 
the phenomenal bestselling Diary of a Wimpy Kid series. 

• I Survived the Sinking of the Titanic, 1912, 2010 by Lauren Tarshis  (Author), Scott Dawson 
(Illustrator). 
Ten-year-old George Calder can't believe his luck -- he and his little sister, Phoebe, are on the 
famous Titanic, crossing the ocean with their Aunt Daisy. The ship is full of exciting places to 
explore, but when George ventures into the first class storage cabin, a terrible boom shakes the 
entire boat. Suddenly, water is everywhere, and George's life changes forever. 

• Imagine That!, 2000 by Janet Wilson  (Author). 
Auntie Violet reflects on the changes in the 20th century, decade by decade with her niece 
Elizabeth. Areas covered in the decade sidebars include sports, music, entertainment, technology, 
transportation, fashion, communication, food, toys, and more. 

• Kingdom Keepers VI: Dark Passage, 2014 by Ridley Pearson  (Author). 
Aboard the Disney Cruise Line's inaugural passage through the new Panama Canal, the Keepers 
and their holograms uncover a puzzle hidden within the pages of a stolen journal. The point of 
that puzzle will reveal itself in the caves of Aruba, the zip lines of Costa Rica, and the jungles of 
Mexico. A destructive force, dormant for decades, is about to be unleashed.  

• The No. 1 Car Spotter, 2010 by Atinuke  (Author). 
When the cart breaks down and the villagers can't get their goods to market, Oluwalase 
Babatunde Benson, otherwise known as the No. 1 car spotter in his village, comes up with a 
brilliant solution. 

 
 
 



Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  
• Bicycles by Kids Discover 

In this issue, you can get all the facts on this wheeled wonder, from its invention in 1817 by a 
German baron to the high-tech, speedy cruisers of today. After reviewing the basics, how a bike 
works, readers will delve into its history, starting with the birth of the wheel in 3500 B.C. and 
zooming up to the late 1800s, when the bike really took off. 
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/how-a-bike-works/ 

• Boats & Ships by Kids Discover 
First,  take a look at how boats and ships differ, and then they’ll learn about the materials that 
can be used to build them, including logs, fiberglass, and iron. Next, compare the ways boats and 
ships can be powered, by muscles, wind, or engines, and investigate the many forms they can 
take: from the basic, like the kayak, to the bizarre, like the New Guinea Lakatoi, which has sails 
shaped like crab claws. 
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/boats-for-kids/ 

• Road and Track Online 
https://www.roadandtrack.com/ 

• SimplePlanes: Minimalist flight simulator lets you build (and crash) your own plane.  Download 
in your play store. 

• The Oregon Trail: Guide a wagon trail of settlers west across the American frontier by tapping 
the screen to interact with buttons and menus. Kids respond to random events such as sick family 
members, manage supplies and money, and decide how fast to go and which routes to 
take. Download in your play store. 

 
Online Links 

• The National Museum of American History: Explore the collections containing photographs and 
historical facts about transportation. 
http://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/subjects/transportation 

• National Transportation Museum: Virtual tour 
http://tours.aspiremedia360.com/44237 

• The Smithsonian: Trains at Smithsonian Station 
https://www.si.edu/spotlight/trains 

 
Background information for the Educator 

• Nanosonic: Lessons using advanced transportation systems as a central theme. 
http://www.nanosonic.com/education/ 

• Transportation Teaching Ideas 
https://educators.brainpop.com/bp-jr-topic/transportation/ 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Lists for Transportation Resource Package 

Grades 9 through 12 

The resources in this section can be used with the Transportation Resource Packet for grades 9 through 
12. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• A Career in Transportation and Warehousing (Jobs for Rebuilding America), 2018 by Joe Greek  
(Author). 
From seeing the country from behind the wheel of a truck to managing hundreds of workers at an 
e-commerce fulfillment center, career opportunities within transportation and warehousing are 
booming in the United States. This book introduces students to a variety of job and career paths 
in logistics with ample room for growth, including how to jumpstart their journeys as early as 
high school. 

• Civil Engineering: A Very Short Introduction, 2012 by David Muir Wood  (Author). 
Civil engineering has made an inestimable contribution to modern life, providing the crucial 
expertise behind our vast transportation systems and the wide array of built structures where we 
work, study, and play. In this title, the author turns a spotlight on a field that we often take for 
granted. 

• Cutting Edge Transportation Technology (Cutting Edge Technology), 2016 by Barbara Sheen 
(Author). 
Looks at the latest innovations in transportation technology, including electric vehicles, self-
driving cars, high-speed trains, hydrogen- and wind-powered marine vehicles, drones, and the 
possibility of space tourism and colonization. 

• Elon Musk: Tesla, SpaceX, and the Quest for a Fantastic Future, 2015 by Ashlee Vance  
(Author).  9-12 
This book traces the entrepreneur's journey from a rough upbringing in South Africa to the 
pinnacle of the global business world. A modern alloy of Thomas Edison, Henry Ford, Howard 
Hughes, and Steve Jobs, Musk is the man behind PayPal, Tesla Motors, SpaceX, and SolarCity, 
each of which has sent shock waves throughout American business and industry. 

• Getting There: Frontier Travel Without Power, 1980 by Suzanne Hilton  (Author). 
Describes what it was like to travel by horseback, stagecoach, canal boat, flatboat, covered 
wagon, and sailing ship before the days of motorized travel. 

• The Great American Steamboat Race: The Natchez and the Robert E. Lee and the Climax of an 
Era, 2009 by Benton Rain Patterson  (Author). 
Running from New Orleans to St. Louis in the summer of 1870, the race between the Robert E. 
Lee and the Natchez remains the world's most famous steamboat race. This book tells the story 
of the dramatic contest, which was won by the stripped-down, cargoless Robert E. Lee after three 
days, 18 hours, and 14 minutes of steaming	through day, night and fog.		

• Rebuilding America's Infrastructure (In the News), 2010 by Annalise Silivanch  (Author). 
Discusses the need to rebuild America's infrastructure in the fields of transportation, energy, 
water, and waste, and discusses the environmental and economic challenges to renovating the 
infrastructure. 
 



• Shackleton's Stowaway, 2006 by Victoria McKernan  (Author).  
On October 26, 1914, Ernest Shackleton's Endurance set sail from Buenos Aires in pursuit of the 
last unclaimed prize in exploration: the crossing of the Antarctic continent. The crew stood on 
deck to watch the city fade away. All but one.  Eighteen-year-old Perce Blackborow hid below in 
a locker. But the thrill of stowing away with the legendary explorer would soon turn to fear. 
Within months, the Endurance, trapped and crushed by ice, sank. 

• Wheels of Change: How Women Rode the Bicycle to Freedom (With a Few Flat Tires Along the 
Way), 2017 by Sue Macy  (Author). 
Take a lively look at women's history from aboard a bicycle, which granted females the freedom 
of mobility and helped empower women's liberation. Through vintage photographs, 
advertisements, cartoons, and songs, Wheels of Change transports young readers to bygone eras 
to see how women used the bicycle to improve their lives. 

 
Fiction 

• Airman, 2009 by Eoin Colfer  (Author). 
Conor Broekhart was born to fly. It is the 1890s, and Conor and his family live on the sovereign 
Saltee Islands, off the Irish coast. Conor spends his days studying the science of flight with his 
tutor and exploring the castle with the king's daughter, Princess Isabella. But the boy's idyllic life 
changes forever the day he discovers a deadly conspiracy against the king. 

• The Car , 2006 by Gary Paulsen  (Author). 
Neglected by his parents, fourteen-year-old Terry Anders is used to taking care of things on his 
own. He even manages to assemble a car kit by himself. When the car is finished, Terry sets off 
from Cleveland to Portland in search of an uncle he barely remembers. Along the way, he is 
joined by a wise Vietnam vet who turns his journey into an adventure in learning. 

• The Mystery of the Blue Train: A Hercule Poirot Mystery (Hercule Poirot Mysteries), 2011 by 
Agatha Christie  (Author). 
When the luxurious Blue Train arrives at Nice, a guard attempts to wake serene Ruth Kettering 
from her slumbers. But she will never wake again, for a heavy blow has killed her, disfiguring 
her features almost beyond recognition. What is more, her precious rubies are missing.	

• Secrets (The Steamship Chronicles), 2014 by Margaret McGaffey Fisk  (Author). 
Samantha reads the hearts of mechanical devices and transforms them into what they long to be. 
In a steam-powered Victorian England where only the wealthy can afford such contraptions, the 
law does not look kindly on Naturals who destroy these purchases. Barely able to resist the 
demand of the devices, Sam becomes a danger to everyone around her, not in the least because 
the mechanicals show little restraint once changed. 

• The Ship Beyond Time (Girl from Everywhere), 2018 by Heidi Heilig  (Author). 
Nix has spent her whole life journeying to places both real and imagined aboard her time-
traveling father’s ship. And now it’s finally time for her to take the helm. Her future lies bright 
before her, until she learns that she is destined to lose the one she loves. 

• The Swiss Family Robinson, 2016 by Johann David Wyss (Author), Charles Nodier 
(Introduction). 
First published in 1812, Johann David Wyss’s “The Swiss Family Robinson” is a classic story of 
survival on a deserted tropical island. While en route to Australia, the family finds themselves in 
great peril when their vessel is caught in a violent storm. As the ship breaks apart when it is 
battered against a reef, the family is abandoned by their crew, who escape without them in the 
lifeboats.  



• Wheels of Change, 2014 by Darlene Beck Jacobson  (Author). 
In 1908 Washington D.C., twelve-year-old Emily Soper watches her father's business have 
trouble when automobiles cut into his fine carriage business. 

 
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• Car And Driver: Car and Driver offers down-to-earth advice and useful reviews on the 
automobiles that most people own and drive today. 
https://www.hearst.com/magazines/car-and-driver 

• Discover Magazine: Transportation 
http://discovermagazine.com/tags/transportation 

• Road and Track Online 
https://www.roadandtrack.com  

• SimplePlanes: Minimalist flight simulator lets you build (and crash) your own plane.  Download 
in your play store 

 
Online Links 

• The National Museum of American History: Explore the collections containing photographs and 
historical facts about transportation. 
http://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/subjects/transportation 

• National Transportation Museum: Virtual tour 
http://tours.aspiremedia360.com/44237 

• The Smithsonian: Trains at Smithsonian Station 
https://www.si.edu/spotlight/trains 

 
Background information for the Educator 

• Nanosonic: Lessons using advanced transportation systems as a central theme. 
http://www.nanosonic.com/education/ 

• Transportation Teaching Ideas 
https://educators.brainpop 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


