
	

	

	

Reading Lists for Exploring America’s Frontier Resource Package 

Grades K through 4 

The resources in this section can be used with the Exploring America’s Frontier Resource Packet for 
grades K through 4. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• The Buffalo Are Back, 2010 by Jean Craighead George  (Author), Wendell Minor  (Illustrator). 
This picture book is a hybrid of nonfiction and fiction, as George tells the story of how the 
buffalo made a comeback in the American Midwest after being nearly decimated in the late 
1800s. 

• The California Gold Rush (True Books), 2010 by Mel Friedman  (Author). 
Journey west with America's pioneers on foot, on horseback, and in covered wagons-from the 
Mississippi River to the Oregon Trail-in these true stories of courage and survival that shaped 
our nation. 

• Daily Life in a Covered Wagon, 1997 by Paul Erickson (Author). 
In 1853, the Larkin family loaded up their wagons and headed west in search of a new life. But 
how did they do it? What did they eat? How did they survive sickness, and attacks from cattle 
thieves? Drawing on diaries and letters, and illustrated with photographs of actual object from 
the past, Daily Life in a Covered Wagon explored what life was really like on the wagon trail. 

• The Foul, Filthy American Frontier: The Disgusting Details About the Journey Out West, 2010 
by Heather E. Schwartz  (Author). 
Describes the disgusting and unsanitary details about daily life in the American frontier, 
including housing, food, and illness. 

• The Lewis and Clark Expedition (A True Book),  2010 by John Perritano  (Author). 
Takes readers on an amazing journey to a fascinating time in U.S. history when the country was 
experiencing dynamic change and expanding westward, providing the keys to discovering the 
important people, places and events that helped shape the western United States. 

• A Pioneer Sampler: The Daily Life of a Pioneer Family in 1840, 1998 by Barbara Greenwood  
(Author). 
In an unusual blend of fiction and nonfiction, A Pioneer Sampler chronicles one year in the lives 
of the Robinson family. Illustrated historical notes enlarge on the social history and describe 
activities related to the stories, from churning butter to predicting the weather. Young readers are 
invited to try their hand at these tasks to experience a bit of pioneer life. 

• You Wouldn't Want to Be an American Pioneer!: A Wilderness You'd Rather Not Tame,  2012 
by Jacqueline Morley  (Author), David Antram (Illustrator), David Salariya  (Contributor). 
This lively, interactive book will engage readers by making them part of the story, inviting them 
to become the main character and revel in the gory, dark, horrific side of life throughout 
important eras in history.	 



 
Fiction 

• Buffalo Song, 2007  by Joseph Bruchac (Author) and Bill Farnsworth (Illustrator). 
Here is the inspiring story of the first efforts to save the buffalo, an animal sacred to Native 
Americans and a powerful symbol of the American west. From the foresight and dedication of 
individuals like Walking Coyote came the eventual survival of these majestic animals, one of the 
great success stories of endangered species rescue in United States history. 

• Covered Wagons, Bumpy Trails, 2000 by Verla Kay  (Author), S. D. Schindler (Illustrator). 
Illustrations and simple rhyming text follow Mother, Father, and Baby John as they make the 
difficult journey by wagon to a new home across the Rocky Mountains in the fertile Sacramento 
Valley of California. 

• Dandelions,  2001 by Eve Bunting  (Author), Greg Shed (Illustrator). 
Embarking on a new life, Zoe and her family journey west to the Nebraska Territory in the 
1800s. When Zoe and her family arrive at their claim, nothing distinguishes it from the miles and 
miles of surrounding prairie. Even after they build their soddie, the home can't be seen from any 
distance. 

• Going West, 1997 by Jean Van Leeuwen  (Author), Thomas B. Allen (Author). 
One day in early spring they packed everything they had into our wagon, and set out to find a 
new home. Sleeping under the stars, weathering terrible storms, and fording swollen rivers, 
Hannah and her family made the journey of a lifetime. 

• Happy Birthday, Kirsten: A Springtime Story, 1990 by Janet Beeler Shaw  (Author), Renee 
Graef (Illustrator). 
A springtime story with insights into life on the frontier in 1854. On a Minnesota farm in the mid 
1800's, the hard working members of the Larson family find time to celebrate Kirsten's tenth 
birthday. 

• The People Shall Continue,  by Simon J. Ortiz (Author), Sharol Graves (Illustrator). 
Told in the rhythms of traditional oral narrative, this powerful telling of the history of the 
Native/Indigenous peoples of North America recounts their story from Creation to the invasion 
and usurpation of Native lands. 

• Thunder Rose (Coretta Scott King Illustrator Honor Books), 2003 by Jerdine Nolen  (Author), 
Kadir Nelson (Illustrator). 
On a dark night of howling rain and booming thunder, Jackson and Millicent MacGruder 
welcome a new baby girl into their lives. Imagine their surprise when she sits up, thanks them for 
bringing her into the world, and informs them that she's quite partial to the name Rose. 
So begins the story of Thunder Rose, who drinks her milk straight from the cow and prefers the 
company of her bull, Tater, to any kitten or puppy. 

	
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• Discovery Magazine: Lewis and Clark 
In 1799, after Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte of France surprised everyone by selling a huge 
swathe of North America, called the Louisiana Purchase, to the newly minted U.S., third 
president Thomas Jefferson had a dilemma on his hands: Who would explore this new region? In 
this issue read how Jefferson pinned his hopes on an old army buddy, Meriwether Lewis, who 
accepted this huge task, hired his friend William Clark to help him, and put together the Corps of 



Discovery: a rag-tag, team of adventurers who set out on May 14, 1804, to chart this great 
unknown. 
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/lewis-and-clark-for-kids/ 

• Discovery Magazine: Pioneers 
This issue, sheds light on a grueling period of American history, which will leave readers 
grateful for the comfortable lives they lead today. What drew these hardy settlers to leave 
everything behind and travel thousands of miles to unknown places? Readers will see how the 
desire for expansive, untouched farmland, as well as a lust for furs, timber, and gold, drove three 
major waves of migration. Early pioneers, who ventured west between 1760 and 1800, only went 
as far as the Mississippi and Ohio valleys, but later waves went as far as the Great Plains and 
California. 
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/pioneers-for-kids/ 

 

Online Links 

• Little BigHorn Battlefield: National Monument.  Explore with photos and exhibits about this 
National Battlefield  
https://www.nps.gov/libi/index.htm 

• National Cowboy  and Western Heritage Museum: in Oklahoma City, OK 
https://nationalcowboymuseum.org/ 

• Primary Source set for the California Gold Rush: Photos, letters and much more. 
https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/california-gold-rush 

 
Background information for the Educator 

• National Geographic Education: Bring National Geographic Resources Into Your Classroom 
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/ 

• PBS: New Perspectives on the West. Classroom resources gathered to help with the use of this  
Web site, other material on the Internet, and The West videos for a study of the United States' 
westward expansion in the Nineteenth Century.  
http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/lesson_plans/ 

• Westward Expansion: Encounters at a Cultural Crossroads. Library of Congress: teacher’s guide 
primary source set. 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/westward/pdf/teacher_guide.
pdf 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Lists for Exploring America’s Frontier Resource Package 

Grades 5 through 8 

The resources in this section can be used with the Exploring America’s Frontier Resource Packet for 
grades 5 through 8. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• Best Shot in the West: The Adventures of Nat Love, 2012 by Patricia C. McKissack (Author), 
Frederick L. McKissack (Author), Randy Duburke (Illustrator). 
This is a biography of an unforgettable man told in graphic novel form. Born into slavery in 
1854, Nat Love, also known as Deadwood Dick, grew up to become the most famous African-
American cowboy in the Old West. A contemporary and acquaintance of Bat Masterson and 
Billy the Kid, Nat was widely known as an expert roper and driver, a crack shot, and a real Wild 
West character. 

• The Boy Who Became Buffalo Bill: Growing Up Billy Cody in Bleeding Kansas, 2015 by 
Andrea Warren  (Author). 
This biography concentrates largely on Cody's years growing up in the Kansas Territory, which 
at the time was known as "Bloody Kansas" because of the violence between pro-slavers and 
abolitionists. Before he was 17, Cody had worked on wagon trains, ridden for the Pony Express, 
prospected for gold, been an Army scout on the Santa Fe Trail, and joined the Union Army. 
Cody's extraordinary childhood adventures should fascinate readers. 

• Children of the Wild West, 1990 by Russell Freedman  (Author), George Buctel (Illustrator). 
Historical photographs show what life was like for pioneer and Indian children growing up in the 
American West during the late nineteenth century. 

• The Chumash (Native American Histories), 2007 by Liz Sonneborn  (Author). 
For thousands of years, the Chumash people have made their home on California's rich coast. 
Their story is one of survival and strength. Forced to work in Spanish missions in the 1700s, the 
Chumash lost much of their original way of life. After many years of hardship, the Chumash 
have regained some of their traditions. 

• Conestoga Wagons, 2000 by Richard Ammon  (Author), Bill Farnsworth (Illustrator). 
Gives the history of the Conestoga wagon, the 18-wheeler of its time. Used to long-distance 
hauling from 1750-1850 and produced in Pennsylvania. 

• Daily Life in a Plains Indian Village: 1868, 1999 by Terry, Michael Bad Hand (Author). 
A photographic look at life in a Plains Indian Village during the 19th century.  More than 130 
full-color photographs adorn this handsome re-creation of daily life in a Plains Indian village in 
1868.  

• Exploration of the California Coast: The Adventures of Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, Francis Drake, 
Sebastian Vizcaino, and Other Explorers of North America's West Coast (Exploration & 
Discovery), 2002 by Clarissa Aykroyd  (Author). 
Discusses the sixteenth-century exploration of California's coast, including the adventures of 
such Spanish explorers as Cortes, Juan Rodrâiguez Cabrillo, and Sebastiâan Vizcaâino, as well 
as Englishman Sir Francis Drake. 

• Getting There: Frontier Travel Without Power, 1980 by Suzanne Hilton  (Author). 
Describes what it was like to travel by horseback, stagecoach, canal boat, flatboat, covered 



wagon, and sailing ship before the days of motorized travel. 
• Missions and Presidios (American Community), 2005 by Raymond Bial  (Author). 

Takes readers back to a time when colonial villages, cow towns, frontier settlements, longhouses, 
missions, and presidios thrived, due in part to the amazing spirit of the many different people 
who carved uniquely American towns from the rugged land. 

• Native American Resistance (Primary Sources of Westward Expansion), 2017 by Zachary Deibel 
(Author). 
Describes the United States government's efforts to remove Native Americans from their land 
and drive them west to allow white settlement, the breaking of treaties, and the ways in which 
Native Americans resisted being forced out. 

• A Primary Source History of Westward Expansion, 2015 by Steven Otfinoski  (Author). 
Throughout the 1800s millions of people pushed into the western United States. They went for 
gold, opportunities, and a chance for a better life. But as settlers moved in, American Indians 
were often pushed out. Hear the words they spoke. Read the words they read. And see the 
differing points of view about westward expansion through the eyes of the people who lived it. 

• Settling and Unsettling the West, 2017 by Teacher Created Materials (Author). 
Primary source documents provide an intimate glimpse into what life was like during the 1800s. 
This nonfiction reader can be purposefully differentiated for various reading levels and learning 
styles. It contains text features to increase academic vocabulary and comprehension, from 
captions and bold print to index and glossary. 

• Sylvia Stark: A Pioneer, 1992 by Victoria Scott  (Author), Ernest Jones (Author), Karen Lewis 
(Illustrator). 
Chronicles the life of a woman who was born a slave in Missouri in 1839, moved with her family 
to California, and later lived on a small island off the coast of British Columbia until she was 
105. 

• A Timeline History of the Transcontinental Railroad (Timeline Trackers: Westward Expansion), 
2015 by Alison Behnke (Author). 
In the early nineteenth century, much of the land west of the Mississippi River was not yet part 
of the United States. Many people dreamed of settling this huge area, but the journey to get there 
was long and dangerous. By the mid-1860s, a bold plan had taken shape: the country had decided 
to build a single railroad stretching from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean. Spanning 
North America, it would be the first railway to cross a continent. 

• Westward Expansion (True Books), 2010 by Teresa Domnauer  (Author). 
Journey west with America's pioneers on foot, on horseback, and in covered wagons-from the 
Mississippi River to the Oregon Trail-in these true stories of courage and survival that shaped 
our nation. 

• Westward Expansion and Migration, Grades 6 - 12 (American History Series), 2011 by Cindy 
Barden (Author), Maria Backus (Author). 
This  book explores history, geography, and social studies with activities that involve critical 
thinking, writing, and technology. The book includes topics such as Lewis and Clark, the Santa 
Fe Trail, the Gold Rush, and San Francisco. 

• Which Way to the Wild West?: Everything Your Schoolbooks Didn't Tell You About Westward 
Expansion, 2015 by Steve Sheinkin  (Author), Tim Robinson (Illustrator). 
A fascinating  narrative that stretches from the Louisiana Purchase (remember: if you're 
negotiating a treaty for your country, play it cool.) to the gold rush (there were only three ways to 
get to California, all of them bad) to the life of the cowboy, the Indian wars, and the everyday 



happenings that defined living on the frontier. 
 
Fiction 

• Coolies, 2003 by Yin  (Author), Chris Soentpiet (Illustrator). 
Shek marvels at the new world as he and his brother, Little Wong, arrive in California. Along 
with hundreds of other workers, the brothers are going to build a great railroad across the West. 
They plan to save enough money so that their mother and little brothers can join them in 
America. Inspired by actual events, this story reveals the harsh truth about life for the Chinese 
railroad workers in 1865, while celebrating their perseverance and bravery. 

• The Giant Rat of Sumatra: or Pirates Galore, 2006 by Sid Fleischman  (Author), John Hendrix 
(Illustrator). 
The Giant Rat of Sumatra is the most notorious pirate ship in the Pacific. Its ferocious 
figurehead, a rat with crooked teeth and gouged-out eyes, strikes fear in the heart of every 
seafaring crew. Now the ship has dropped anchor in San Diego. Twelve-year-old cabin boy 
Shipwreck , so named after he was rescued from the sea by the pirates, is anxious to begin his 
long journey home to Boston. 

• Island of the Blue Dolphins, 2010 by Scott O'Dell  (Author). 
Far off the coast of California looms a harsh rock known as the island of San Nicholas. Dolphins 
flash in the blue waters around it, sea otter play in the vast kelp beds, and sea elephants loll on 
the stony beaches. Here, in the early 1800s, according to history, an Indian girl spent eighteen 
years alone, and this beautifully written novel is her story. 

• Jip: His Story, 1998 by Patterson, Katherine (Author). 
This historical tale by Katherine Paterson involves its young protagonist, Jip, in the great 19th 
century struggle between slave owners and abolitionists while sending him into a test of his own 
loyalty and courage 

• Sarah, Plain and Tall, 2004 by Patricia MacLachan (Author). 
19th century tale of a widowed farmer with two children who advertises for a wife. The answer 
to his ad is Sarah, who arrives from Maine. The tale gently explores themes of abandonment, 
loss and love. 

• The Sign of the Beaver, 1984 by Elizabeth George Speare (Author). 
Story of a 12 year old boy who is left to survive in the wilderness on his own.   

• The Traitor, 2004 by  Laurence Yep (Author). 
Michael and Joseph, two outcasts who are also allies in a rough, coal-mining town, must test 
their unlikely friendship and trust each other with their lives.   As the tensions grow between the 
white and Chinese miners in the Wyoming Territory of 1885, an unlikely friendship between two 
boys from both groups is the only hope for survival the rivaling parties have when the bloody 
battles begin. 

• Until the Last Spike, the Journal of Sean Sullivan, a Transcontinental Railroad Worker, Nebraska 
and Points West, 1867 (My Name Is America), 2013 by William Durbin (Author). 
It's August 1867 and Sean has just arrived from Chicago, planning to work with his father on the 
Transcontinental Railroad. Sean must start at the bottom, as a water carrier, toting barrels of it to 
the thirsty men who are doing the backbreaking work on the line.  

• Valley of the Moon: the Diary of María Rosalia de Milagros, 2001 by Sherry Garland  (Author). 
A story set during the final months of Mexican rule that incorporates historical events and the 
many factions of early California, Americanos, Mexicanos, Indios, Californios, into it. Orphaned 
at age five, Rosa and her younger brother were cared for at the Mission Rafael by Padre Ygnacio 



before they became servants at the large Medina rancho.  
• Wagon Wheels, 1984 by Barbara Brenner  (Author), Don Bolognese  (Illustrator). 

An African-American family moves to Kansas after the Civil War to create a new life. 
• Worth, 2006 by A. LaFaye  (Author). 

Dynamic portrayal of two boys longing for something they no longer have and finding the 
resources to face the future. This story offers a fresh perspective on the thousands of children 
who moved west via the Orphan Trains in the late 19th century. 

	
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• Discovery Magazine: Lewis and Clark 
In 1799, after Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte of France surprised everyone by selling a huge 
swathe of North America, called the Louisiana Purchase, to the newly minted U.S., third 
president Thomas Jefferson had a dilemma on his hands: Who would explore this new region? In 
this issue read how Jefferson pinned his hopes on an old army buddy, Meriwether Lewis, who 
accepted this huge task, hired his friend William Clark to help him, and put together the Corps of 
Discovery: a rag-tag, team of adventurers who set out on May 14, 1804, to chart this great 
unknown. 
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/lewis-and-clark-for-kids/ 

• Discovery Magazine: Pioneers 
This issue, sheds light on a grueling period of American history, which will leave readers 
grateful for the comfortable lives they lead today. What drew these hardy settlers to leave 
everything behind and travel thousands of miles to unknown places? Readers will see how the 
desire for expansive, untouched farmland, as well as a lust for furs, timber, and gold, drove three 
major waves of migration. Early pioneers, who ventured west between 1760 and 1800, only went 
as far as the Mississippi and Ohio valleys, but later waves went as far as the Great Plains and 
California. 
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/pioneers-for-kids/ 

• The Oregon Trail: Guide a wagon trail of settlers west across the American frontier by tapping 
the screen to interact with buttons and menus. Respond to random events such as sick family 
members, manage supplies and money, and decide how fast to go and which routes to take.  
Download in your play store. 
 

Online Links 
• American Panorama: Interactive atlas magnifies events in United States history 

http://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/ 
• The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History: The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American 

History is the website of a nonprofit organization that promotes education and understanding 
about the history of the United States. 
tps://www.gilderlehrman.org 
 

• Little BigHorn Battlefield: National Monument.  Explore with photos and exhibits about this 
National Battlefield  
https://www.nps.gov/libi/index.htm 

• National Cowboy  and Western Heritage Museum: in Oklahoma City, OK 
https://nationalcowboymuseum.org/ 



• Primary Source set for the California Gold Rush: Photos, letters and much more. 
https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/california-gold-rush 

 
Background information for the Educator 

• National Geographic Education: Bring National Geographic Resources Into Your Classroom 
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/ 

• PBS: New Perspectives on the West. Classroom resources gathered to help with the use of this  
Web site, other material on the Internet, and The West videos for a study of the United States' 
westward expansion in the Nineteenth Century.  
http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/lesson_plans/ 

• Westward Expansion: Encounters at a Cultural Crossroads. Library of Congress: teacher’s guide 
primary source set. 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/westward/pdf/teacher_guide.
pdf 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Lists for Exploring America’s Frontier Resource Package 

Grades 9 through 12 

The resources in this section can be used with the Exploring America’s Frontier Resource Packet for 
grades 9 through 12. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee: An Indian History of the American West, 2007 by Dee 
Brown  (Author), Hampton Sides (Foreword). 
Using council records, autobiographies, and firsthand descriptions, the author allows great chiefs 
and warriors of the Dakota, Ute, Sioux, Cheyenne, and other tribes to tell us in their own words 
of the series of battles, massacres, and broken treaties that finally left them and their people 
demoralized and decimated. A  narrative told with force and clarity, this book changed forever 
our vision of how the West was won, and lost. It tells a story that should not be forgotten, and so 
must be retold from time to time. 

• Days on the Road: Crossing the Plains in 1865, 2016 by Sarah Raymond Herndon (Author). 
Sarah Raymond was an unmarried woman of twenty-four who in May 1865, barely a month after 
the end of the Civil War, mounted her beloved pony and headed west alongside the wagon 
carrying her mother and two younger brothers. They traveled by wagon train over the Great 
Plains toward the Rocky Mountains, with no certain idea of where they would settle themselves 
but a strong desire to leave war-torn Missouri behind and start a new life.  

• John Charles Fremont: The Pathfinder (Famous Explorers of the American West), 2003 by 
Charles W Maynard  (Author). 
A brief biography of the man who helped open the way west to California and was later elected 
as a United States Senator from that state. 

• Native American Resistance (Primary Sources of Westward Expansion), 2017 by Zachary Deibel 
(Author). 
Describes the United States government's efforts to remove Native Americans from their land 
and drive them west to allow white settlement, the breaking of treaties, and the ways in which 
Native Americans resisted being forced out. 

• Nathan Hale's Hazardous Tales: Donner Dinner Party, 2013 by Nathan Hale  (Author). 
From the preparation for the journey to each disastrous leg of the trip, this book shows the 
specific bad decisions that led to the party’s predicament in the Sierra Nevada Mountains. The 
graphic novel focuses on the struggles of the Reed family to tell the true story of the catastrophic 
journey. 

• Oregon Trail Journal of Medorem Crawford (Expanded, Annotated), 2016 by Medorem 
Crawford (Author). 
Known to everyone in early Oregon Territory, Medorem Crawford was one of its most 
prominent pioneers. This journal is the only record of one of the earliest large emigrations on the 
Oregon Trail, kept by Crawford on that journey in 1842. With its peculiar and inconsistent 
misspellings kept intact, it's a fascinating read for its form as well as its story. Crawford stopped 
at the Whitman mission and met Marcus and Narcissa Whitman. He met and smoked with 
Indians on the trail. He knew Lincoln's good friend, Edward Baker. And Crawford was an early 
Oregon Territory farmer and legislator. 



• A Primary Source History of Westward Expansion, 2015 by Steven Otfinoski  (Author). 
Throughout the 1800s millions of people pushed into the western United States. They went for 
gold, opportunities, and a chance for a better life. But as settlers moved in, American Indians 
were often pushed out. Hear the words they spoke. Read the words they read. And see the 
differing points of view about westward expansion through the eyes of the people who lived it. 

• Railroad Fever: Building the Transcontinental Railroad 1830-1870 (Crossroads America), 2004 
by Monica Halpern  (Author). 
In the 1840s, the desire for new land and the promise of riches drew thousands of Americans 
westward. But the journey by wagon and on foot was slow and dangerous, and people yearned 
for a new way to travel. The dream of creating a railroad that spanned the entire country seemed 
at best fleeting, but the passion of a few ignited a nation. 

• The Tragic Tale of Narcissa Whitman and a Faithful History of the Oregon Trail, 2006 by Cheryl 
Harness  (Author). 
Narcissa married Marcus Whitman, another missionary want-to-be, and they headed West. She 
spent her honeymoon riding side-saddle some 2,000 miles across the vast, often perilous trail to 
Oregon Country, something no other white woman had ever done. Then she and Marcus lived 
happily ever after singing hymns and teaching the Indians about the Bible, right? Wrong! 
Readers will find out what really happened when East met West at the end of the real-life, 
legendary Oregon Trail. 

• The Wild West, 1998 by Mike Stotter  (Author). 
This is a portrait of the Old West that the author hopes will dispel misunderstandings about the 
era. The history behind such fascinating real-life characters of the Old West as Crazy Horse and 
Geronimo, Calamity Jane and Wild Bill Hickok, and Annie Oakley and Buffalo Bill is described 
here in short, easy-to-read overviews, each introducing a chapter of the American West. The 
author skillfully sets these familiar figures in the larger context of historical events. 

 
Fiction 

• The Game of Silence, 2006 by Louise Erdrich  (Author). 
Her name is Omakayas, or Little Frog, because her first step was a hop, and she lives on an 
island in Lake Superior. One day in 1850, Omakayas’s island is visited by a group of mysterious 
people. From them, she learns that the chimookomanag, or white people, want Omakayas and 
her people to leave their island and move farther west. 

• The Grapes of Wrath, 2006 by John Steinbeck  (Author), Robert DeMott (Introduction). 
First published in 1939, this Prize-winning epic of the Great Depression chronicles the Dust 
Bowl migration of the 1930s and tells the story of one Oklahoma farm family, driven from their 
homestead and forced to travel west to the promised land of California.  

• Hattie Big Sky (Hattie Series), 2008 by Kirby Larson  (Author). 
For most of her life, sixteen-year-old Hattie Brooks has been shuttled from one distant relative to 
another. Tired of being Hattie Here-and-There, she summons the courage to leave Iowa and 
move all by herself to Vida, Montana, to prove up on her late uncle’s homestead claim.	 

• These is my Words: The Diary of Sarah Agnes Prine, 1881-1901, 2008 by Nancy Turner 
(Author). 
A  saga inspired by the author's own family memoirs, these words belong to Sarah Prine, a 
woman of spirit and fire who forges an existence in a harsh, unfamiliar frontier. Scrupulously 
recording her steps down the path Providence has set her upon, from child to determined young 



adult to loving mother, she shares the turbulent events, both joyous and tragic, that molded her, 
and recalls the enduring love with cavalry officer Captain Jack Elliot that gave her strength and 
purpose. 

• True Grit: A Novel, 2010 by Charles Portis  (Author). 
First published in 1968, and the basis for the movie of the same name starring John Wayne. It 
tells the story of Mattie Ross, who is just fourteen years of age when a coward going by the name 
of Tom Chaney shoots her father down in Fort Smith, Arkansas, and robs him of his life, his 
horse, and $150 in cash money.  Mattie leaves home to avenge her father's blood. With the one-
eyed Rooster Cogburn, the meanest available U.S. Marshal, by her side, Mattie pursues the 
homicide into Indian Territory. 

• Vengeance Road, 2017 by Erin Bowman  (Author). 
When Kate Thompson’s father is killed by the notorious Rose Riders for a mysterious journal 
that reveals the secret location of a gold mine, the eighteen-year-old disguises herself as a boy 
and takes to the gritty plains looking for answers and justice. What she finds are devious 
strangers, dust storms, and a pair of brothers who refuse to quit riding in her shadow.  

	
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• Wild West Magazine from HistoryNet 
http://www.historynet.com/wild-west 
 

Online Links 
• American Panorama: Interactive atlas magnifies events in United States history 

http://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/ 
• The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History: The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American 

History is the website of a nonprofit organization that promotes education and understanding 
about the history of the United States. 
tps://www.gilderlehrman.org 

• Little BigHorn Battlefield: National Monument.  Explore with photos and exhibits about this 
National Battlefield  
https://www.nps.gov/libi/index.htm 

• National Cowboy  and Western Heritage Museum: in Oklahoma City, OK 
https://nationalcowboymuseum.org/ 

• Primary Source set for the California Gold Rush: Photos, letters and much more. 
https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/california-gold-rush 

Background information for the Educator 
• National Geographic Education: Bring National Geographic Resources Into Your Classroom 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/ 
• PBS: New Perspectives on the West. Classroom resources gathered to help with the use of this  

Web site, other material on the Internet, and The West videos for a study of the United States' 
westward expansion in the Nineteenth Century.  
http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/lesson_plans/ 

• Westward Expansion: Encounters at a Cultural Crossroads. Library of Congress: teacher’s guide 
primary source set. 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/westward/pdf/teacher_guide.
pdf 


