
	

	

	

Reading Lists for Community Resource Package 

Grades K through 4 

The items in this section can be used with the Community Resource Packet for grades K through 4. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• Common Ground: The Water, Earth, and Air We Share, 1997 by Molly Bang  
(Author/Illustrator). 
Through the example of a shared village green and the growing needs of the townspeople who 
share it, the author presents the challenge of handling our planet's natural resources. 

• Community Helpers, 2011 by Tom Evans (Author), Paul Kobasa (Editor). 
What kind of doctor takes care of animals? What do firefighters use to put out forest fires, and 
how do they spread it over the fire? How many people become teachers? Colorful illustrations, 
photographs, and simple text combine to show real-world examples. Young readers follow along 
to learn about the people who contribute to their community. 

• Flush! Treating Waste Water, 1995 by Karen Mueller Coombs (Author) Jerry Boucher 
(Illustrator). (K-4) Non-fiction 
Examines the topic of water purification, looking at the history of sewage disposal through the 
centuries to the present, and answers such questions as "Is waste water smelly?" 

• Helpers in My Community, 2011 by Bobbie Kalman  (Author). 
This book introduces children to the important people who make our communities cleaner, safer, 
and better. Action shots feature people working in construction, at schools, in hospitals, fighting 
fires, doing police work, and volunteering. 

• Home, 2015 by Carson Ellis  (Author, Illustrator). 
Home might be a house in the country, an apartment in the city, or even a shoe. Home may be on 
the road or the sea, in the realm of myth, or in the artist’s own studio. A meditation on the 
concept of home and a visual treat that invites many return visits. 

• How Water Gets from Treatment Plants to Toilet Bowls, 2016 by Megan Cooley Peterson  
(Author). 
Curious readers want to know how things work. Easy-to-understand text explains how water gets 
to and from our homes and describes the role of the community workers who make it all 
possible. 
 
 

• It Takes a Village: Picture Book, 2017 by Hillary Rodham Clinton  (Author), Marla Frazee 



(Illustrator). 
This book tells the heartwarming and universal story of a diverse community coming together to 
make a difference. All kinds of people working together, playing together, and living together in 
harmony makes a better village and many villages coming together can make a better world. 
Together we can build a better life for one another. Together we can change our world. 

• It's Our Garden: From Seeds to Harvest in a School Garden Pap, 2015 by George Ancona  
(Author, Illustrator). 
At an elementary school in Santa Fe, the bell rings for recess and kids fly out the door to check 
what’s happening in their garden. As the seasons turn, everyone has a part to play in making the 
garden flourish. From choosing and planting seeds in the spring to releasing butterflies in the 
summer to harvesting in the fall to protecting the beds for the winter. Even the wiggling worms 
have a job to do in the compost pile! 

• Look Where We Live!: A First Book of Community Building, 2015 by Scot Ritchie  (Author, 
Illustrator). 
Five young friends spend the day traveling around their neighborhood and participating in 
activities designed to raise money for their local library. Along the way, they learn about the 
people and places that make up their community and what it means to be a part of one. A map 
opens the story, with each of the places the children will be visiting labeled, including the gas 
station, retirement home, school, police station, soccer field, community garden and, of course, 
the library! 

• The Magic School Bus at the Waterworks, 2004 by JoAnna Cole  (Author), Bruce Degen 
(Illustrator).  
Join Ms. Frizzle and her students as they follow the trail of water, from its sky-high source to the 
school bathroom sink on this wet and wild fieldtrip. After parking the school bus on a cloud and 
shrinking to raindrop size, Ms. Frizzle's class gets to see the waterworks from the water's point of 
view. 

• Peeking Under the City (What's Beneath), 2016 by Esther Porter (Author), Andrés Lozano 
(Illustrator). 
Tap into kids' natural curiosity by pulling back the curtain on the below-ground workings of a 
typical big city. High-density, fun-to-explore illustrations and inviting text showcase water and 
sewer systems, transportation lines, and more. 

• Places in My Community, 2010 by Bobbie Kalman  (Author). 
A community has many buildings and outdoor places. Children will be fascinated by this book, 
which identifies the places where people live, work, learn, and shop. Action-oriented photos also 
feature places that provide different services to the community such as police and fire stations, 
hospitals, and museums. 

• Sewer Inspector (Gross Jobs), 2015 by Arnold Ringstad (Author). 
Learn more about sewer inspectors, including what they do on a typical day, what the grossest 
parts of the job are, and what technology they use to stay safe and make the job less gross. 

• This Is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives of Seven Kids from around the World, 2017 by 



Matt Lamothe  (Author). 
An illustrated take on how seven real kids from different countries go about a typical day. Each 
spread introduces a new topic (family, teachers, chores, dinner, play, etc.) and dedicates a panel 
to each child, identified by country, with glossary words underlined ("Iran: I live in a second-
floor apartment in the city of Gorgan, close to the Caspian Sea.") In the "Meet the Families" 
section, Lamothe emphasizes that "not everyone in Peru likes to play soccer, and not everyone in 
Japan eats fish for breakfast," smartly communicating that the work is just one representation of 
much larger, complex communities. 

• We’re Going to the Farmer’s Market, 2014 by Stefan Page (Author, Illustrator).  
In this story, readers get to visit local farmers, fill baskets with fresh fruits and vegetables, and 
then head home to cook a feast, all with goodies from the farmers' market!  

• Where Do Recyclable Materials Go? Read, Think, Recycle, 2011 by Sabbithry Persad  (Author). 
Based on facts about the process of recycling in industrial countries, this book will help children 
understand the importance of recycling to save natural resources, as well as how they can take 
action in their own communities. 

• Where Does the Garbage Go?, 2015 by Paul Showers (Author) and Randy Chewning 
(Illustrator).  
Follow that garbage truck…to the landfill to see how trash keeps piling up…to the incinerator to 
see how trash can be turned into energy…to the recycling center to see how a soda bottle can be 
turned into a flowerpot. This classic picture book is a fascinating exploration of what happens to 
our trash 

• Where Things Are, From Near To Far, 2009 by Tim Halbur (Author), Chris Steins (Editor), 
David Ryan (Illustrator). 
While playing in the city park, little Hugo wonders, Who put these buildings here? Hugo's 
mother leads him on a whirlwind trip through the city, the country, and everything in-between to 
explain the answer.  

• Why Should I Recycle?, 2005 by Jen Green (Author), Mike Gordon (Illustrator). 
What if everybody threw away old bottles and newspapers, littering the world with glass and 
plastic and tin cans that should be recycled and made into new products? Mr. Jones is a teacher 
who sets a good example for kids by separating his trash for recycling. When he takes them on a 
class trip to a recycling plant they learn the value of recycling. 

 
Fiction 

• A Bus Called Heaven, 2011 by Bob Graham (Author/Illustrator). 
When a mysterious abandoned bus bearing a sign that says "Heaven" appears where Stella lives, 
local life changes. When it is towed, Stella plays a game of table soccer to save her new 
community.  
 
 
 



• Bark Park!, 2018 by Trudy Krisher (Author), Brooke Boynton-Hughes (Illustrator). 
Welcome to Bark Park! There are dogs running and dogs relaxing, dogs riding and dogs sliding, 
dogs with a buddy and dogs getting muddy—all before returning home to bubble bath, a cozy 
dog bed, and sweet dreams of being back at the park.  

• Farmer’s Market Day, 2013 by Shanda Trent(Author) and Jane Dippold (Illustrator).  
It's Farmers' Market Day! Follow a little girl as she searches for the perfect treat. She'll discover 
forests of broccoli trees and rainbows of flowers, taste freshly baked breads and pies, cuddle a 
kitten, and make a bit of a mess! But will she find her prize? 

• Good Morning, City, 2016 by Pat Kiernan (Author), Pascal Campion (Illustrator). 
While the baker, the ferry boat captain, and the TV anchorman are busy at work, most people are 
cozily snuggled in bed. Then dawn's first light peeks through the tree branches. Wake up, city! 
There is much to be done in neighborhoods all across the metropolis. As the morning gets 
brighter, the city streets bustle with people ready to begin the day. 

• I Stink!, 2006 by Kate McMullan  (Author), Jim McMullan (Illustrator). 
With ten wide tires, one really big appetite, and an even bigger smell, this garbage truck’s got it 
all. His job? Eating your garbage and loving every stinky second of it! And you thought 
nighttime was just for sleeping. 

• Milo's Museum, 2016 by Zetta Elliott (Author).Milo is excited about her class trip to the 
museum. The docent leads them on a tour and afterward Milo has time to look around on her 
own. But something doesn't feel right, and Milo gradually realizes that the people from her 
community are missing from the museum. When her aunt urges her to find a solution, Milo takes 
matters into her own hands and opens her own museum! 

• One Love, 2011 by Cedella Marley  (Author), Vanessa Newton (Illustrator). 
Adapted from one of Bob Marley's most beloved songs, One Love brings the joyful spirit and 
unforgettable lyrics of his music to life for a new generation. Readers will delight in dancing to 
the beat and feeling the positive groove of change when one girl enlists her community to help 
transform her neighborhood for the better.  

• Richard Scarry's Busy, Busy Town, 2000 by Richard Scarry  (Author). 
Join Lowly Worm, Huckle Cat, and other beloved characters for a day in Richard Scarry's Busy, 
Busy Town. Visit the school, the farm, the post office, and many more fun and exciting places in 
this classic book that teaches little ones all about what goes on in their very own communities. 

• The Very Sneezy Garbage Truck , 2016 by Marc Schmatjen  (Author), Karina Luong 
(Illustrator). 
Trash is flying all over Biggsville! Bobby the Garbage Truck can’t stop sneezing, and he and his 
friends don’t know why. They’re working together to get through the mess, but can Bobby and 
his buddies Willy the Street Sweeper and Sam the Fire Engine solve the mystery of The Very 
Sneezy Garbage Truck before the whole town is covered in trash?  

• Windows, 2017 by Julia Denos  (Author), E.B. Goodale  (Illustrator). 
Before your city goes to sleep, you might head out for a walk, your dog at your side as you go 
out the door and into the almost-night. Anything can happen on such a walk: you might pass a 



cat, or a friend, or even an early raccoon. And as you go down your street and around the corner, 
the windows around you light up one by one until you are walking through a maze of paper 
lanterns, each one granting you a brief, glowing snapshot of your neighbors as families come 
together and folks settle in for the night. 

• Zoom! Beep! Vroom! Busy Cities, 2018 by duopress labs (Author), Josh Cleland  (Illustrator). 
Cars and trucks whoosh in Chicago, a bullet train zooms in Hong Kong, and a bicycle strolls 
around Paris (ding-ding!). Cities around the world are always on the move, and this lively book 
puts young reader's in the driver's seat with a cacophony of sounds right on the streets of some of 
the most exciting metropolises on the planet 

 
Online Links 

• Fun St. Louis: Family events, kids activities and parenting resources in the St. Louis, Missouri 
area! 
http://fun4stlkids.com/Fun-Around-Town/Rec/Community-Centers/ 

• Neighborhoods of the City of St. Louis 
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/live-work/community/neighborhoods/index.cfm 

• Smithsonian: National Postal Museum activities 
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/activities/ 

• Urban farms in the St. Louis area demonstrate that food can be grown anywhere. 
https://www.urbanharveststl.org/farms-4 

• The Wonderment 
Ambitious global community aims for public good through student engagement. 
https://thewonderment.com/ 

 
Background information for the Educator 

• Teaching Tolerence: School Community 
https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/tolerance-lessons/exploring-our-school-
community 
In this lesson students will students will interview adults and peers who are part of their school 
community and identify “gifts” that make the community special. Extension activities explore 
science elements raised in the story. 

• Education.com: Community 
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/people-in-the-community/ 
Students will be able to identify different important members of a community. 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Community Reading Lists 

Grades 5 through 8 

The items in this section can be used with the Community Resource Packet for grades 5 through 8. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• All of the Above, 2008 by Shelley Pearsall  (Author). 
Based on a true story, All of the Above is the delightful and suspenseful story of four inner city 
students and their quest to build the world's largest tetrahedron. Weaving together the different 
personal stories of the kids, their teacher, and the community that surrounds them, award-
winning author Shelley Pearsall has written a vividly engaging story about the math, life and 
good-tasting barbecue. Filled with unexpected humor, poignant characters and quiet brilliance, 
All of the Above is a surprising gem. 

• Can We Help?: Kids Volunteering to Help Their Communities, 2015 by George Ancona 
(Author, Illustrator). 
George Ancona celebrates the joy of kids giving back. In one after-school program, middle-
school students mentor and tutor younger children. Via a special partnership, schoolchildren help 
professionals train assistance dogs for people with disabilities. At a community farm, families 
plant, grow, and harvest produce for soup kitchens and charities. In these and other examples of 
volunteering, kids of all ages work together knitting hats and scarves for those who could use 
warm clothes, packing hot meals to deliver to housebound people, and keeping roadways clean. 
Young humanitarians reading these accounts may well be inspired to find ways that they can 
help, too. 

• Cities: Discover How They Work with 25 Projects (Build It Yourself) , 2014 by Kathleen M. 
Reilly (Author), Tom Casteel (Illustrator). 
To a child, a city is a chaotic, vibrant community whose workings can seem quite mysterious. 
How did people create subways? How does the water get to the very top of a skyscraper? Is there 
any organization to a bustling metropolis? 

• How Cities Work (Lonely Planet Kids), 2016 by Lonely Planet Kids (Author), Jen Feroze 
(Author), James Gulliver Hancock  (Illustrator). 
Learn about skyscrapers, subway systems and stinky sewers. Discover where people live and 
peek behind closed doors to see what's going on in houses and apartments, or why not find out 
about what goes on underneath the streets you walk on every day? 
 

• How Do Sewers Work? (Stem Waterworks), 2016 by Greg Roza (Author). 
Sewers might be a gross subject to study, but they also offer the perfect chance to comprehend 
important STEM skills and topics. Readers are sure to enjoy learning about sewers throughout 
the centuries, from the systems of the ancient Roman Empire to those in our very own 



neighborhoods. This volume addresses important scientists, engineers, and inventors who have 
made the unsavory job of removing waste from our lives a reality. Diagrams and photographs of 
sewer systems from the ancient world and those of today will help readers grasp the scientific 
concepts behind them. 

• Sewers Stink!: How Does Waste Go Down? (The Story of Sanitation), 2018 by Riley Flynn 
(Author). 
Ever wonder how the sewer system works? Look no further! Discover the story behind the pipes 
beneath our feet. From facts on the first plumbing systems to information about how wastewater 
gets treated and cleaned. Readers will learn about why we need sanitation and the journey our 
waste and used water takes through the pipes. 

• The Works! Anatomy of a City, 2007 by Kate Ascher (Author).  
Have  you ever wondered how the water in your faucet gets there? Where your garbage goes? 
What the pipes under city streets do? How bananas from Ecuador get to your local market? Why 
radiators in apartment buildings clang? Using New York City as its point of reference, The 
Works takes readers down manholes and behind the scenes to explain exactly how an urban 
infrastructure operates. 
 

Fiction 
• The Giver, 1994 by Lois Lowry  (Author). 

The story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of 
conformity and contentment. Not until he is given his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory 
does he begin to understand the dark, complex secrets behind his fragile community. 

• The Lifters, 2019 by Dave Eggers  (Author). 
What if nothing was as it seemed? What if the ground beneath your feet was not made of solid 
earth and stone but had been hollowed into hundreds of tunnels and passageways? What if there 
were mysterious forces in these tunnels, mere inches below you as you sit in class or eat a 
banana? 

• Seedfolks, 2004 by Paul Fleischman  (Author), Judy Pedersen  (Illustrator). 
A Vietnamese girl plants six lima beans in a Cleveland vacant lot. Looking down on the 
immigrant-filled neighborhood, a Romanian woman watches suspiciously. A school janitor gets 
involved, then a Guatemalan family. Then muscle-bound Curtis, trying to win back Lateesha. 
Pregnant Maricela. Amir from India. A sense of community sprouts and spreads. 

• Wishtree, 2018 by Katherine Applegate (Author). 
Red is an oak tree who is many rings old. Red is the neighborhood “wishtree”, people write their 
wishes on pieces of cloth and tie them to Red’s branches. Along with her crow friend Bongo and 
other animals who seek refuge in Red’s hollows, this “wishtree” watches over the neighborhood. 

• Wonder, 2012 by R. J. Palacio (Author). 
August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him from 
going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to 
be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face.  



This book begins from Auggie’s point of view, but soon switches to include his classmates, his 
sister, her boyfriend, and others. These perspectives converge in a portrait of one community’s 
struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance. 

 
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• Enercities: Environmentally-minded city sim models sustainable building. 
https://www.enercities.eu/ 

 
Online Links 

• Fun St. Louis: Family events, kids activities and parenting resources in the St. Louis, Missouri 
area! 
http://fun4stlkids.com/Fun-Around-Town/Rec/Community-Centers/ 

• Neighborhoods of the City of St. Louis 
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/live-work/community/neighborhoods/index.cfm 

• Smithsonian: National Postal Museum activities 
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/activities/ 

• Urban farms in the St. Louis area demonstrate that food can be grown anywhere. 
https://www.urbanharveststl.org/farms-4 

• The Wonderment 
Ambitious global community aims for public good through student engagement. 
https://thewonderment.com/ 

 
Background information for the Educator 

• Teaching Tolerence: School Community 
https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/tolerance-lessons/exploring-our-school-
community 
In this lesson students will students will interview adults and peers who are part of their school 
community and identify “gifts” that make the community special. Extension activities explore 
science elements raised in the story. 

• Education.com: Community 
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/people-in-the-community/ 
Students will be able to identify different important members of a community.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



            

Community Reading Lists 

Grades 9 through 12 

The items this section can be used with the Community Resource Packet for grades 9 through 12. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• Belong: Find Your People, Create Community, and Live a More Connected Life, 2018 
by Radha Agrawal  (Author). 
This title offers every reader a blueprint to find their people and build and nurture community, 
because connectedness, as more and more studies show, is our key to happiness, fulfillment, and 
success. 

• Engineering the City: How Infrastructure Works, Projects and Principles for Beginners, 2000 by 
Matthys Levy  (Author), Richard Panchyk  (Author). 
How does a city obtain water, gas, and electricity? Where do these services come from? How are 
they transported? The answer is infrastructure, or the inner, and sometimes invisible, workings of 
the city. Roads, railroads, bridges, telephone wires, and power lines are visible elements of the 
infrastructure; sewers, plumbing pipes, wires, tunnels, cables, and sometimes rails are usually 
buried underground or hidden behind walls. This book tells the fascinating story of infrastructure 
as it developed through history along with the growth of cities. 

• Growing Season: Life of a Migrant Community, 2006 by David Hassler (Author), Gary 
Harwood  (Photographer), Robert Coles (Foreword). 
The voices of the migrants and community members are eloquent testaments to the importance 
of the culture, the resilience of the people, and the power of the place. In photos and stories, this 
book  celebrates the work and play and religious, medical, familial, and communal experiences 
of these workers―young, old, male, female―and offers readers a success story. A part of our 
American landscape, these people and the dedicated, caring group of volunteers who support 
them teach all of us about dignity and humanity. 

• Material World: A Global Family Portrait, 1995 by Peter Menzel  (Author), Charles C. Mann  
(Author), Paul Kennedy (Author). 
In an unprecedented effort, sixteen of the world’s foremost photographers traveled to thirty 
nations around the globe to live for a week with families that were statistically average for that 
nation. At the end of each visit, photographer and family collaborated on a remarkable portrait of 
the family members outside their home, surrounded by all of their possessions—a few jars and 
jugs for some, an explosion of electronic gadgetry for others. Vividly portraying the look and 
feel of the human condition everywhere on Earth, this internationally acclaimed bestseller puts a 
human face on the issues of population, environment, social justice, and consumption as it 
illuminates the crucial question facing our species today: Can all six billion of us have all the 
things we want? 



• Rebuilding America's Infrastructure, 2010 by Annalise Silivanch  (Author). 
Discusses the need to rebuild America's infrastructure in the fields of transportation, energy, 
water, and waste, and discusses the environmental and economic challenges to renovating the 
infrastructure. 

• Underground, 1983 by David Macaulay.  
David Macaulay takes us on a visual journey through a city's various support systems by 
exposing a typical section of the underground network and explaining how it works. We see a 
network of walls, columns, cables, pipes and tunnels required to satisfy the basic needs of a city's 
inhabitants. 
Underground: A Human History of the Worlds Beneath Our Feet, 2019 by Will Hunt (Author). 
A panoramic investigation of the subterranean landscape, from sacred caves and derelict subway 
stations to nuclear bunkers and ancient underground cities—an exploration of the history, 
science, architecture, and mythology of the worlds beneath our feet 

• The Works: Anatomy of a City, 2007 by Kate Ascher  (Author). 
Have you ever wondered how the water in your faucet gets there? Where your garbage goes? 
What the pipes under city streets do? How bananas from Ecuador get to your local market? Why 
radiators in apartment buildings clang? Using New York City as its point of reference, The 
Works takes readers down manholes and behind the scenes to explain exactly how an urban 
infrastructure operates.  

• Zero Waste: Simple Life Hacks to Drastically Reduce Your Trash, 2018 by Shia Su (Author). 
What if there were a simple―and fun―way for you to make a difference? What if you could 
take charge of your own waste, reduce your carbon footprint, and make an individual impact on 
an already fragile environment? 

 

Fiction 
• Beauty Is a Verb: The New Poetry of Disability 2011 by Sheila Black (Editor), Jennifer Bartlett  

(Editor), Michael Northen (Editor). 
Beauty is a Verb is a ground-breaking anthology of disability poetry, essays on disability, and 
writings on the poetics of both. Crip Poetry. Disability Poetry. Poems with Disabilities. This is 
where poetry and disability intersect, overlap, collide and make peace. 

• Empty, 2010 by Suzanne Weyn  (Author). 
It's the near future, the very near future, and the fossil fuels are running out. No gas. No oil. 
Which means no driving. No heat. Supermarkets are empty. Malls have shut down. Life has just 
become more local than we ever knew it could be. Nobody expected the end to come this fast. 
And in the small town of Spring Valley, decisions that once seemed easy are quickly becoming 
matters of life and death. 

• The Hate U Give, 2017 by Angie Thomas  (Author). 
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives 
and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is 
shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands 



• Mortal Engines (Mortal Engines, Book 1), 2017 by Philip Reeve  (Author). 
London is hunting again. Emerging from its hiding place in the hills, the great Traction City is 
chasing a terrified little town across the wastelands. Soon, London will feed.  

• Tunnels, 2009 by Roderick Gordon  (Author), Brian Williams (Author). 
14-year-old Will Burrows has little in common with his strange, dysfunctional family. In fact, 
the only bond he shares with his eccentric father is a passion for archaeological excavation. So 
when Dad mysteriously vanishes, Will is compelled to dig up the truth behind his disappearance. 
He unearths the unbelievable: a secret subterranean society. "The Colony" has existed unchanged 
for a century. 

• York: The Shadow Cipher, 2018 by Laura Ruby  (Author), Dave Stevenson (Illustrator). 
There is a new version of the Big Apple, one defined by the architecture, tech, and legacy of the 
groundbreaking Morningstarr Twins, and filled with the kind of robots and mechanical beings 
you’d expect to find in steampunk, even though it takes place in the present day. Three friends 
living in the same apartment band together to take down an evil real estate developer who 
threatens to tear down their home, one of the Morningstarr twins most famous creations. 

 
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• UrbanNet: Urban Development Magazine 
https://www.urbanet.info/ 

 
Online Links 

• Fun St. Louis: Family events, kids activities and parenting resources in the St. Louis, Missouri 
area! 
http://fun4stlkids.com/Fun-Around-Town/Rec/Community-Centers/ 

• Neighborhoods of the City of St. Louis 
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/live-work/community/neighborhoods/index.cfm 

• Smithsonian: National Postal Museum activities 
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/activities/ 

• Urban farms in the St. Louis area demonstrate that food can be grown anywhere. 
https://www.urbanharveststl.org/farms-4 

• The Wonderment 
Ambitious global community aims for public good through student engagement. 
https://thewonderment.com/ 

 

 

Background information for the Educator 
• Teaching Tolerence: School Community 

https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/tolerance-lessons/exploring-our-school-
community 



In this lesson students will students will interview adults and peers who are part of their school 
community and identify “gifts” that make the community special. Extension activities explore 
science elements raised in the story. 

• Education.com: Community 
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/people-in-the-community/ 
Students will be able to identify different important members of a community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


