
	

	

	

Reading Lists for Biography Resource Package 

Grades K through 4 

The items in this section can be used with the Biography Resource Packet for grades K through 4. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• Flight, 1997 by Robert Burleigh  (Author). 
Flight. Loneliness. Fear. Danger. Courage. Charles Lindbergh considered all these things and 
more when he set out for Paris on the morning of May 20, 1927, with only two compasses and 
the stars for his guides. Experience all the drama of Lindbergh's history-making flight with 
startling intimacy as you travel along with the first pilot to fly solo across the Atlantic, and 
follow the courage and endurance of one man who dared to make his dream come true. 

• Flight and Flying Machines (See & Explore Library), 1993 by DK Publishing (Author).  
From our  first fascination with birds to the development of space flight technology, this 
illustrated study traces the history of humankind's attempts to fly. 

• Into the Air: An Illustrated Timeline of Flight, 2003 by Ryan Ann Hunter  (Author),  Yan 
Nascimbene (Illustrator). 
Enhanced with a fact-filled timeline and colorful illustrations throughout, an informative tale 
provides a comprehensive overview of the history of aviation, from the first attempts made and 
first flight by the Wright Brothers through the fact-finding space missions of today. 

• Josephine: The Dazzling Life of Josephine Baker, 2014 by Patricia Hruby Powell  (Author),  
Christian Robinson (Illustrator). 
In exuberant verse and stirring pictures, Patricia Hruby Powell and Christian Robinson create an 
extraordinary portrait for young people of the passionate performer and civil rights advocate 
Josephine Baker, the woman who worked her way from the slums of St. Louis to the grandest 
stages in the world. Meticulously researched by both author and artist, Josephine's powerful story 
of struggle and triumph is an inspiration and a spectacle, just like the legend herself. 

• Josephine Baker (Little People, BIG DREAMS), 2018 by Isabel Sanchez Vegara (Author), 
Agathe Sorlet (Author). 
Josephine Baker was born for the stage. But growing up in segregated St. Louis, she didn't have 
the same opportunities as white entertainers. So, she moved to Paris where audiences fell in love 
with her. Josephine worked as a dancer, an actor, and even a spy. She then spent the rest of her  
life spreading the word that people of all colors can live together in harmony.  
 
 



• New York to Paris? Charles Lindbergh Did It First!, 2017 by Baby Professor  (Author). 
Charles Lindbergh was a fearless aviator, inventor, environmental activist and explorer. He lived 
a very busy yet highly fulfilling life. What adventures will his story tell you? What great 
achievements did he accomplish? You can read and learn about his life within the pages of this 
biography book for young readers. 

• To Fly: The Story of the Wright Brothers, 2002 by Wendie C. Old  (Author), Robert Andrew 
Parker (Illustrator). 
Orville and Wilbur Wright were a fascinating pair. Not only did they invent, build, and fly the 
first airplane, they also had a unique relationship, sharing a home, a bank account, and a business 
throughout their lives. Their story is portrayed here in brief,  chapters, beginning with their 
childhood fascination with flight and love of problem solving, then detailing their early 
experiments and dangerous trial runs in North Carolina, and ending with their successful flights 
of 1903. 

• The National Air and Space Museum (Smithsonian Field Trips), 2017 by Megan Cooley 
Peterson (Author). 
What do moon rocks, a space shuttle, a white vest, and the Wright brothers' Flyer all have in 
common? They are some of the amazing artifacts on display at the Smithsonian's National Air 
and Space Museum. Take a tour through the museum's collections. Engaging text, graphs, maps, 
and colorful images help readers discover the stories behind some of these high-flying pieces of 
history. 

• Shaking Things Up: 14 Young Women Who Changed the World, 2018 by Susan Hood  
(Author),  Sophie Blackall (Illustrator),  Emily Winfield Martin (Illustrator),  & 11 more, Non-
fiction.  K-4 
In this book of poems, you will find Mary Anning, who was just thirteen when she unearthed a 
prehistoric fossil. You’ll meet Ruby Bridges, the brave six year old who helped end segregation 
in the South. And Maya Lin, who at twenty-one won a competition to create a war memorial, and 
then had to appear before Congress to defend her right to create. 

• She Persisted: 13 American Women Who Changed the World, 2017 by Chelsea Clinton  
(Author),  Alexandra Boiger (Illustrator). 
Throughout American history, there have always been women who have spoken out for what's 
right, even when they have to fight to be heard. In early 2017, Senator Elizabeth Warren's refusal 
to be silenced in the Senate inspired a spontaneous celebration of women who persevered in the 
face of adversity. In this book, Chelsea Clinton celebrates thirteen American women who helped 
shape our country through their tenacity, sometimes through speaking out, sometimes by staying 
seated, sometimes by captivating an audience. They all certainly persisted.  

• The Wright Brothers: Inventors Whose Ideas Really Took Flight (Getting to Know the World's 
Greatest Inventors & Scientists), 2010 by Mike Venezia  (Author, Illustrator). 
An introduction to the lives and careers of brothers Wilbur and Orville Wright, who built and 
flew the first successful powered airplane. The format of the series is unique, with humorous, 
cartoon-like original illustrations, that make it very readable for young learners. 



 
Fiction 

• First Flight: The Story of Tom Tate and the Wright Brothers, 2003 by George Shea  (Author), 
Don Bolognese (Illustrator). 
When Tom Tate hears that Wilbur and Orville Wright are building a flying machine, he can't 
wait to try it. Tom's dad thinks it's dangerous. Some people think the Wrights are crazy. Can 
Tom help the brothers get their dream off the ground? 

• Lindbergh: The Tale of a Flying Mouse, 2014 by Torben Kuhlmann  (Author). 
These are dark times . . . for a small mouse. A new invention—the mechanical mousetrap—has 
caused all the mice but one to flee to America, the land of the free. But with cats guarding the 
steamships, trans-Atlantic crossings are no longer safe. In the bleakest of places . . . the one 
remaining mouse has a brilliant idea. He must learn to fly! 

• Phenomenal Woman: Four Poems Celebrating Women, 1995 by Maya Angelou (Author). 
These four poems, “Phenomenal Woman,” “Still I Rise,” “Weekend Glory,” and “Our 
Grandmothers,” are among the most remembered and acclaimed of Maya Angelou's poems. 
They celebrate women with a majesty that has inspired and touched the hearts of millions. 
 

Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  
• The Wright Brothers by Kids Discover 

Up, up, and away! Ready to take flight with the Wright brothers? In this issue, kids will trace the 
brothers’ early experiments with gliders and follow them through their many attempts to build a 
successful flying machine, while also looking back at others who reached for the skies and 
failed. After reading how the bicycle craze of the 1890s ignited the brothers’ inventive natures, 
they’ll learn how other flight experimenters, like Otto Lilienthal and Octave Chanute, inspired 
them, and how other attempts at flight went down in flames – literally, in the case of the famous 
Hindenburg zeppelin. 

 
Online Links 

• Inside of the cockpit of the 'Spirit of St. Louis 
https://airandspace.si.edu/stories/editorial/stories-inside-spirit-st-louis 

• Mound City on the Mississippi: Josephine Baker, a world famous vaudeville performer and 
exotic dancer, was born in St. Louis’ Mill Creek Valley.  
https://dynamic.stlouis-mo.gov/history/peopledetail.cfm?Master_ID=1089 

• National Space and Air Museum: Smithonsian 
https://airandspace.si.edu/ 

• The Wright Brothers National Memorial: Learn About the Two Brothers Who Changed Our 
World Forever 
https://www.nps.gov/wrbr/index.htm 

 
 
 



Background information for the Educator 
• Biographies - Teacher Resources 

www.teachervision.com/themes/biographies 
• Building on Biographies: Bringing Real-Life Stories Into Your Curriculum!: EducationWorld 

https://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson185.shtml 
• Exploring Elements of Biography and Autobiography: Lesson Plan 

http://www.pdesas.org/module/content/resources/13037/view.ashx 
• Introducing the Biography Genre: Lesson Plan 

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/introducing-biographies-
getting-know-you/ 

• Teaching Biography with Reading Activities for Kids 
• http://enjoy-teaching.com/enjoy-teaching-biography.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Biography Reading Lists 

Grades 5 through 8 

The items in this section can be used with the Biography Resource Packet for grades 5 through 8. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• American Legends: The Life of Josephine Baker,  2018 by Charles River Editors  (Author). 
From a young girl growing up in the slums of Missouri who hired herself out as a maid at 12 to 
provide for her younger siblings to the lead dancer in the Folies Bergere idolized by Parisians, 
Josephine Baker danced to the beat of her own drum. Undeniably she possessed an innate 
charisma, but she also went out of her way to make an audience notice her.  

• Charles Lindbergh, Graphic Biography (Saddleback Graphic: Biographies), 2008 by Saddleback 
Educational Publishing (Author, Editor). 
Fast-paced and easy-to-read, these softcover 32-page graphic biographies teach students about 
historical figures: those who lead us into new territory, pursued scientific discoveries; battled 
injustice and prejudice; and broke down creative and artistic barriers. These biographies offer a 
variety of rich primary and secondary source material to support teaching to standards.  

• Flight: The Complete History, 2015 by R. G. Grant (Author). 
A visual guide to aviation and man's conquest of the skies, covering the earliest pioneers of flight 
to modern-day space technology. Created in association with the Smithsonian Institution and 
now in paperback. Over 100 years ago, the Wright brothers flew in a shaky plane for the first 
time. Today, pilots can fly faster than the speed of sound, creating a sonic boom. Filled with 
thousands of full-color photographs and fact-filled profiles on 300 aircrafts, Flight follows the 
history of mankind taking to the skies. 

• Herstory: 50 Women and Girls Who Shook Up the World, 2018 by Katherine Halligan  
(Author), Sarah Walsh  (Illustrator). 
In this uplifting and inspiring book, follow the stories of fifty powerhouse women from around 
the world and across time who each managed to change the world as they knew it forever. 
Telling the stories of their childhood, the challenges they faced, and the impact of their 
achievements, each lavishly illustrated spread is a celebration of girl power in its many forms.  

• Hidden Figures Young Readers' Edition, 2016 by Margot Lee Shetterly  (Author). 
Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a group of 
dedicated female mathematicians known as “human computers” used pencils, slide rules, and 
adding machines to calculate the numbers that would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space. 

• History for Kids: An Illustrated Biography of Charles Lindbergh for Children, 2018 by Charles 
River Editors  (Author). 
In many ways, Charles Lindbergh represented the best and worst of America during the first half 
of the 20th century. Lindbergh became famous for being an aviation pioneer whose solo flight 
across the Atlantic captured the imagination of an entire world, yet he was an isolationist who 
wanted to keep American freedoms safe for Americans and no one else. Lindbergh was the 



quintessential family man, yet he fathered illegitimate children and suffered an unspeakable 
tragedy that became known as “The Crime of the Century.” 

• The National Air and Space Museum (Smithsonian Field Trips), 2017 by Megan Cooley 
Peterson (Author). 
What do moon rocks, a space shuttle, a white vest, and the Wright brothers' Flyer all have in 
common? They are some of the amazing artifacts on display at the Smithsonian's National Air 
and Space Museum. Take a tour through the museum's collections. Engaging text, graphs, maps, 
and colorful images help readers discover the stories behind some of these high-flying pieces of 
history. 

• Rwanda: A Question and Answer Book, 2005 by Kathleen W. Deady  (Author). 
Provides an introduction to Rwanda, using a question-and-answer format that discusses land 
features, government, housing, transportation, industries, education, sports, art forms, holidays, 
food, and family life. Includes a map, facts, and charts. 

• Science Comics: Flying Machines: How the Wright Brothers Soared, 2017 by Alison Wilgus  
(Author), Molly Brooks (Illustrator). 
Follow the famous aviators from their bicycle shop in Dayton, Ohio, to the fields of North 
Carolina where they were to make their famous flights. In an era of dirigibles and hot air 
balloons, the Wright Brothers were among the first innovators of heavier than air flight. But in 
the hotly competitive international race toward flight, Orville and Wilbur were up against a lot 
more than bad weather.  

• She Did It!: 21 Women Who Changed the Way We Think, 2018 by Emily Arnold McCully  
(Author, Illustrator). 
Prepare to discover new heroes among these twenty-one women who challenged the status quo, 
championed others, and made their voices heard. From Jane Addams to Alice Waters, from 
groundbreaking artists and social justice advocates to scientific pioneers and business innovators, 
a strong thread of trailblazing women runs through American history.  

• Who Were the Wright Brothers? (Who Was?), 2014 by James Buckley Jr. (Author),  Who HQ 
(Author),  Tim Foley (Illustrator). 
As young boys, Orville and Wilbur Wright loved all things mechanical.  As young men, they 
gained invaluable skills essential for their success by working with printing presses, bicycles, 
motors, and any sort of machinery they could get their hands on.  As adults, the brothers worked 
together to invent, build, and fly the world’s first successful airplane. 
 
 

• The Wright Brothers: How They Invented the Airplane, 1991 by Russell Freedman  (Author),   
This engaging narrative account of Orville and Wilbur Wright, two men with little formal 
schooling but a knack for solving problems, follows their interest from a young age in the 
developing field of aeronautics. 

• The Wright Brothers Photographs: Wilbur and Orville Wright's Original and Extraordinary 
Images Documenting the Birth of Flight, 2015 by Editors of Kingfisher Press  (Author). 



In December 1903, among the windswept sand dunes of Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, two 
brothers from Dayton, Ohio started up the custom-built motor set atop a wing made from wood 
and cloth. That afternoon, Wilbur and Orville Wright became the first humans to successfully 
complete a flight in a powered, heavier-than-air craft. The age of aviation had begun. For 
history’s sake, starting in 1900, the brothers also hauled another new technology of the era into 
the remote Outer Banks, a portable photographic camera. Over the course of the following years 
and decades, the Wright brothers captured the remarkable evolution of aviation as it moved from 
an impossible dream to a full-blown industry. 
 

Fiction 
• Dragonwings, 2001 by Laurence Yep  (Author). 

A young boy in China only knows two things about his father: he lives in San Francisco and used 
to craft beautiful kites. One day shortly after his eighth birthday, a cousin arrives with a letter 
asking the boy to join his father in San Francisco. When he arrives in America he learns that his 
father makes a living doing laundry and dreams of building a flying machine just like the Wright 
Brothers. 

• Phenomenal Woman: Four Poems Celebrating Women, 1995 by Maya Angelou (Author). 
These four poems, “Phenomenal Woman,” “Still I Rise,” “Weekend Glory,” and “Our 
Grandmothers,” are among the most remembered and acclaimed of Maya Angelou's poems. 
They celebrate women with a majesty that has inspired and touched the hearts of millions. 

		
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• The Wright Brothers by Kids Discover 
Up, up, and away! Ready to take flight with the Wright brothers? In this issue, kids will trace the 
brothers’ early experiments with gliders and follow them through their many attempts to build a 
successful flying machine, while also looking back at others who reached for the skies and 
failed. After reading how the bicycle craze of the 1890s ignited the brothers’ inventive natures, 
they’ll learn how other flight experimenters, like Otto Lilienthal and Octave Chanute, inspired 
them, and how other attempts at flight went down in flames – literally, in the case of the famous 
Hindenburg zeppelin. 

 
Online Links 

• Inside of the cockpit of the 'Spirit of St. Louis 
https://airandspace.si.edu/stories/editorial/stories-inside-spirit-st-louis 

• Mound City on the Mississippi: Josephine Baker, a world famous vaudeville performer and 
exotic dancer, was born in St. Louis’ Mill Creek Valley.  
https://dynamic.stlouis-mo.gov/history/peopledetail.cfm?Master_ID=1089 

• National Space and Air Museum: Smithonsian 
https://airandspace.si.edu/ 



• The Wright Brothers National Memorial: Learn About the Two Brothers Who Changed Our 
World Forever 
https://www.nps.gov/wrbr/index.htm 

 
Background information for the Educator 

• Biographies - Teacher Resources 
www.teachervision.com/themes/biographies 

• Building on Biographies: Bringing Real-Life Stories Into Your Curriculum!: EducationWorld 
https://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson185.shtml 

• Exploring Elements of Biography and Autobiography: Lesson Plan 
http://www.pdesas.org/module/content/resources/13037/view.ashx 

• Introducing the Biography Genre: Lesson Plan 
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/introducing-biographies-
getting-know-you/ 

• Teaching Biography with Reading Activities for Kids 
http://enjoy-teaching.com/enjoy-teaching-biography.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Biography Reading Lists 

Grades 9 through 12 

The items in this section can be used with the Biography Resource Packet for grades 9 through 12. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• An Ordinary Man: An Autobiography, 2007 by Paul Rusesabagina (Author),  Tom Zoellner 
(Author). 
As Rwanda was thrown into chaos during the 1994 genocide, Rusesabagina, a hotel manager, 
turned the luxurious Hotel Milles Collines into a refuge for more than 1,200 Tutsi and moderate 
Hutu refugees, while fending off their would-be killers with a combination of diplomacy and 
deception. 

• Brazen: Rebel Ladies Who Rocked the World, 2018 by Pénélope Bagieu  (Author, Illustrator). 
With her characteristic wit and dazzling drawings, celebrated graphic novelist Pénélope Bagieu 
profiles the lives of these feisty female role models, some world famous, some little known. 
From Nellie Bly to Mae Jemison or Josephine Baker to Naziq al-Abid, the stories in this comic 
biography are sure to inspire the next generation of rebel ladies. 

• The Flight: Charles Lindbergh's Daring and Immortal 1927 Transatlantic Crossing, 2017 by Dan 
Hampton  (Author). 
On the rainy morning of May 20, 1927, a little-known American pilot named Charles A. 
Lindbergh climbed into his single-engine monoplane, Spirit of St. Louis, and prepared to take off 
from a small airfield on Long Island, New York. Despite his inexperience, the twenty-five-year-
old Lindbergh had never before flown over open water, he was determined to win the $25,000 
Orteig Prize promised since 1919 to the first pilot to fly nonstop between New York and Paris, a 
terrifying adventure that had already claimed six men’s lives. 

• The National Air and Space Museum (Smithsonian Field Trips), 2017 by Megan Cooley 
Peterson (Author). 
What do moon rocks, a space shuttle, a white vest, and the Wright brothers' Flyer all have in 
common? They are some of the amazing artifacts on display at the Smithsonian's National Air 
and Space Museum. Take a tour through the museum's collections. Engaging text, graphs, maps, 
and colorful images help readers discover the stories behind some of these high-flying pieces of 
history. 

• Flight: The Complete History, 2015 by R. G. Grant (Author). 
A visual guide to aviation and man's conquest of the skies, covering the earliest pioneers of flight 
to modern-day space technology. Created in association with the Smithsonian Institution. Over 
100 years ago, the Wright brothers flew in a shaky plane for the first time. Today, pilots can fly 
faster than the speed of sound, creating a sonic boom. Filled with thousands of full-color 
photographs and fact-filled profiles on 300 aircrafts. 

• Josephine Baker, 2017 by Jose-Luis Bocquet (Author),  Catel Muller (Illustrator).  



Josephine Baker (1906–1975) was nineteen years old when she found herself in Paris for the first 
time in 1925. Overnight, the young American dancer became the idol of the Roaring Twenties, 
captivating Picasso, Cocteau, Le Corbusier, and Simenon.  

• Josephine Baker's Last Dance, 2018 by Sherry Jones  (Author). 
In this illuminating biographical novel, Sherry Jones brings to life Josephine's early years in 
servitude and poverty in America, her rise to fame as a showgirl in her famous banana skirt, her 
activism against discrimination, and her many loves and losses. From 1920s Paris to 1960s 
Washington, to her final, triumphant performance, one of the most extraordinary lives of the 
twentieth century comes to stunning life on the page. 

• Magnificent Minds: 16 Pioneering Women in Science and Medicine, 2016 by Pendred Noyce  
(Author). 
This book, which grows out of an exhibit at the Grolier Club in New York, introduces the lives, 
sayings, and dreams of sixteen women over four centuries and chronicles their contributions to 
mathematics, physics, chemistry, astronomy, computer science, and medicine.  

• The Many Faces of Josephine Baker: Dancer, Singer, Activist, Spy, 2018 by Peggy Caravantes  
(Author). 
With determination and audacity, Josephine Baker used her comic and musical abilities to 
become a worldwide icon of the Jazz Age. This lively biography covers her outspoken 
participation in the U.S. Civil Rights Movement, espionage work for the French Resistance 
during World War II and adoption of 12 children, her “rainbow tribe.”  

• Rad Women Worldwide: Artists and Athletes, Pirates and Punks, and Other Revolutionaries 
Who Shaped History, 2016 by Kate Schatz  (Author), Miriam Klein Stahl  (Illustrator). 
The book features an array of diverse figures from 430 BCE to 2016, spanning 31 countries 
around the world, from Hatshepsut (the great female king who ruled Egypt peacefully for two 
decades) and Malala Yousafzi (the youngest person to win the Nobel Peace Prize) to Poly 
Styrene (legendary teenage punk and lead singer of X-Ray Spex) and Liv Arnesen and Ann 
Bancroft (polar explorers and the first women to cross Antarctica).   

• The Spirit of St. Louis, 2003 by Charles A. Lindbergh  (Author),  Reeve Lindbergh 
(Introduction). 
Charles A. Lindbergh captured the world's attention, and changed the course of history, when he 
completed his famous nonstop flight from New York to Paris in 1927. In this title, Lindbergh 
takes the reader on an extraordinary journey, bringing to life the thrill and peril of trans-Atlantic 
travel in a single-engine plane. Eloquently told and sweeping in its scope, this Pulitzer Prize-
winning account is an epic adventure tale for all time. 

• The Wright Brothers, 2015 by David McCullough  (Author). 
On a winter day in 1903, in the Outer Banks of North Carolina, two unknown brothers from 
Ohio changed history. But it would take the world some time to believe what had happened: the 
age of flight had begun, with the first heavier-than-air, powered machine carrying a pilot. 

• Yes She Can: 10 Stories of Hope & Change from Young Female Staffers of the Obama White 
House, 2019 by Molly Dillon (Compiler). 



This book is an intimate look at Obama's presidency through the eyes of some of the most 
successful, and completely relatable, young women who were there. Full of wisdom they wish 
they could impart to their younger selves and a message about the need for more girls in 
government, these recollections are about stepping out into the spotlight and up to the challenge. 
 

Fiction 
• Phenomenal Woman: Four Poems Celebrating Women, 1995 by Maya Angelou (Author). 

These four poems, “Phenomenal Woman,” “Still I Rise,” “Weekend Glory,” and “Our 
Grandmothers,” are among the most remembered and acclaimed of Maya Angelou's poems. 
They celebrate women with a majesty that has inspired and touched the hearts of millions. 

 
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• Josephine and The Amazing Technicolor Rainbow Tribe by THE NOD 
Josephine Baker ( Podcast) 
https://gimletmedia.com/shows/the-nod/mehvo8/josephine-and-the-amazing-
technicolor#episode-player (29:42) 

 
Online Links 

• Inside of the cockpit of the 'Spirit of St. Louis 
https://airandspace.si.edu/stories/editorial/stories-inside-spirit-st-louis 

• National Space and Air Museum: Smithonsian 
https://airandspace.si.edu/ 

• The Wright Brothers National Memorial: Learn About the Two Brothers Who Changed Our 
World Forever 
https://www.nps.gov/wrbr/index.htm 

 
Background information for the Educator 

• Biographies - Teacher Resources 
www.teachervision.com/themes/biographies 

• Building on Biographies: Bringing Real-Life Stories Into Your Curriculum!: EducationWorld 
https://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson185.shtml 

• Exploring Elements of Biography and Autobiography: Lesson Plan 
http://www.pdesas.org/module/content/resources/13037/view.ashx 

• Introducing the Biography Genre: Lesson Plan 
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/introducing-biographies-
getting-know-you/ 

• Teaching Biography with Reading Activities for Kids 
http://enjoy-teaching.com/enjoy-teaching-biography.html 


