
	

	

	

Reading Lists for Holocaust Resource Package 

Grades K through 4 

The items in this section can be used with the Holocaust Resource Packet for grades K through 4. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• Hidden: A Child’s Story of the Holocaust, 2014 by Loic Dauvillier (Author),  Greg Salsedo 
(Author),  Marc Lizano (Illustrator). 
In this gentle, poetic young graphic novel, Dounia, a grandmother, tells her granddaughter the 
story even her son has never heard: how, as a young Jewish girl in Paris, she was hidden away 
from the Nazis by a series of neighbors and friends who risked their lives to keep her alive when 
her parents had been taken to concentration camps. 

• Honey Cake, 2008 by Joan Betty Stuchner (Author) and Cynthia Nugent (Illustrator. 
David is only 10 years old when his father sends him out into the Nazi-occupied streets of 
Copenhagen with a box of chocolate eclairs to deliver to a friend.  Unknowingly, David is 
carrying a secret message for the Danish resistance. 

• Remember World War II: Kids Who Survived Tell Their Stories,  2015 by Dorinda Nicholson 
(Author). 
Remember World War II: Kids Who Survived Tell Their Stories allows readers to understand the 
war not as seen through the eyes of soldiers but through the eyes of children who survived the 
bombings, the blackouts, the hunger, the fear, and the loss of loved ones caused by the war.  

• Someone Named Eva, 2007  by Joan M. Wolf (Author). 
Milada is taken from her home in Czechoslovakia to a school in Poland to be trained as "a proper 
German" for adoption by a German family, but all the while she remembers her true name and 
history. 

• World War II: Visual Encyclopedia, 2015 by DK  (Author). 
With more than 200 individual entries of specially commissioned CGI images, War World II: 
Visual Encyclopedia covers the key players including Winston Churchill, Adolf Hitler, Franklin 
D Roosevelt, Harry Truman, and Charles de Gaulle; major events such as the invasion of Poland, 
Battle of Britain, and Pearl Harbor; plus the weapons and machinery used such as Gato-class 
submarines, V1 Rockets, and the atomic bomb, all with age-appropriate text and images. 

 
Fiction 

• Benno and the Night of Broken Glass, 2010 by Meg Wiviott  (Author), Josee Bisaillon 
(Illustrator). 
A neighborhood cat observes the changes in German and Jewish families in Berlin during the 
period leading up to Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken Glass. This cat's-eye view introduces the 
Holocaust to children in a gentle way that can open discussion of this period. 

• The Butterfly, 2009by Patricia Polacco (Author). 



Ever since the Nazis marched into Monique's small French village, terrorizing it, nothing 
surprises her, until the night Monique encounters the little ghost? sitting at the end of her bed. 
She turns out to be a girl named Sevrine, who has been hiding from the Nazis in Monique's 
basement. Playing after dark, the two become friends, until, in a terrifying moment, they are 
discovered, sending both of their families into a nighttime flight. 

• The Cats in Krasinski Square, 2004 by Karen Hesse (Author) and Wendy Watson (Illustrator). 
This is the little-know story of how a group of young resistance fighters and stray cats outsmart 
the Gestapo at the Warsaw train station. 

• The Harmonica, 2004 by Tony Johnston  (Author). 
When the Nazis invaded Poland, a family is split apart. The parents are sent to one concentration 
camp, their son to another. Only his father's gift, a harmonica, keeps the boy's hopes alive and, 
miraculously, ensures his survival. 

• Star of Fear, Star of Hope, 1996 by Jo Hoestlandt  (Author), Johanna Kang (Illustrator), Mark 
Polizzotti  (Translator). 
Set in France, during the Nazi occupation of World War II, a gentile child named Helen recalls 
the mounting persecution of her Jewish friend. She wonders why does her best friend, Lydia, 
have to wear a yellow star? Why are people in hiding and using strange names? What is Lydia 
afraid of? Touching upon the Holocaust with sensitivity and poignancy, Star of Fear, Star of 
Hope will help readers understand this difficult event in history. 

• Terrible Things: An Allegory of the Holocaust, 1989 by Eve Bunting  (Author). 
The animals in the clearing were content until the Terrible Things came, capturing all creatures 
with feathers. Little Rabbit wondered what was wrong with feathers, but his fellow animals 
silenced him. “Just mind your own business, Little Rabbit. We don’t want them to get mad at 
us.” A recommended text in Holocaust education programs across the United States, this unique 
introduction to the Holocaust encourages young children to stand up for what they think is right, 
without waiting for others to join them. 

• The Yellow Star: The Legend of King Christian X of Denmark, 2000 by Carmen Agra Deedy  
(Author), Henri Sorensen (Illustrator). 
Retells the story of King Christian X and the Danish resistance to the Nazis during World War II. 

	
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• World War II by Kids Discover 
The deadliest conflict of the 20th century is brought into sharp focus in this issue, starting with a 
recap of the political strong-arming that paved the way for World War II. For readers intrigued 
by this era of American history, the photos and accounts captured here will be hard to put down. 
They’ll gain a clear understanding of the events that triggered the war, learn how the Nazis and 
Fascists shaped themselves into the Axis Powers, and read a gripping account of Pearl Harbor. 
Details about Hollywood’s take on World War II, are also featured, as well as inspiring stories 
about the women who stepped into men’s shoes to keep the country running. 
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/world-war-ii-for-kids/  

 
Online Links 

• Holocaust Museum and Learning Center: Jewish Federation of St. Louis 
https://hmlc.org/ 

• National WWII Museum 



https://www.nationalww2museum.org/ 
• United States Holocaust Memorial Museum: for Students. 

https://www.ushmm.org/learn/students 
 
Background information for the Educator 

• Facing History and Ourselves:  Teacher resources 
https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources 

• Holocaust Museum and Learning Center: Jewish Federation of St. Louis 
Teaching the Holocaust 
https://hmlc.org/holocaust-history/teaching-the-holocaust/ 

• A People's History of the Holocaust and Genocide:  Includes virtual tours and education 
resources. 
http://remember.org/ 

• The Scholastic Holocaust Reader Teaching Resources 
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/holocaust-teacher.html 

• Scholastic Inc: A Guide to teaching and talking about war with books to children and teens. 
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/guide-teaching-and-talking-
about-war-books-children-and-teens/  

• Teaching Tolerance:  Resources 
https://www.tolerance.org/ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Holocaust Reading Lists 

Grades 5 through 8 

The items in this section can be used with the Holocaust Resource Packet for grades 5 through 8. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• Auschwitz: Voices from the Death Camp (The Holocaust Through Primary Sources), 2011 
by James M Deem  (Author). 
During the Holocaust, the Nazis murdered more than one million people at Auschwitz. The 
largest of all the Nazi camps, Auschwitz was both a death camp and a forced labor camp.  

• The Boy on the Wooden Box: How the Impossible Became Possible . . . on Schindler's List, 
2015 by Leon Leyson  (Author), Marilyn J. Harran  (Contributor), & 1 more. 
This, the only memoir published by a former Schindler’s list child, perfectly captures the 
innocence of a small boy who goes through the unthinkable. Leon Leyson (born Leib Lezjon) 
was only ten years old when the Nazis invaded Poland and his family was forced to relocate to 
the Krakow ghetto. 

• Elly: My True Story of the Holocaust, 2009 by Elly Berkovits Gross (Author). 
The author describes how she was sent to Birkenau by the Nazis and fought for survival before 
being set free at the end of the war and beginning a new life in America. 

• Escaping the Holocaust, 2013 by Julian Padowicz (Author). 
When the Nazis invade Poland in 1939, Yulian and his mother flee their home and hire a guide 
to take them secretly over the snow-covered Carpathian Mountains to a neighboring country. 

• Hana’s Suitcase: A True Story, 2007 by Karen Levine (Author).  
A biography of a Czech girl who died in the Holocaust, told in alternating chapters with an 
account of how the curator of a Japanese Holocaust center learned about her life after Hana's 
suitcase was sent to her. 

• Hide and Seek, 1991 by Ida Vos  (Author). 
A young Jewish girl living in Holland tells of her experiences during the Nazi occupation, her 
years in hiding, and the aftershock when the war finally ends. 

• His Name Was Raoul Wallenberg: Courage, Rescue, and Mystery during World War II, 2012, by 
Louise Borden (Author). 
Pairs photographs, documents, maps and drawings with simple descriptive prose to tell the story 
of the Swedish diplomat who saved thousands of Jewish citizens in Budapest. 

• The Holocaust (20th Century Perspectives), 2001 by Susan Willoughby  (Author). 
This book explores the Holocaust, including: how the events of November 9, 1938 changed the 
course of world history; how many lives were lost in the Nazi death camps; and what happened 
to the Nazis responsible for the Holocaust. 
 

• Jars of Hope: How One Woman Helped Save 2500 Children During the Holocaust, 2016 by 
Jennifer Roy (Author). 
Amid the horrors of World War II, Irena Sendler was an unsung hero. While many people lived 
in fear of the Nazis, Irena defied them, even though it could have meant her life. She kept 
records of the children she helped smuggle away from the Nazis’ grasp, and when she feared her 
work might be discovered, she buried her lists in jars, hoping to someday recover them and 



reunite children with their parents. 
• Kindertransport, 1995 by Olga Levy Drucker (Author). 

The powerful autobiographical account of a young girls' struggle as a Jewish refugee in England 
from 1939-1945. 

• Passage to Freedom: The Sugihara Story, 1997 by Ken Mochizuki (Author). 
When Jewish refugees lined up at the door of the Japanese consul to Lithuania, Chiune Sugihara 
chose to help more than 6000 people escape the Nazi's. 

• A Picture Book of Anne Frank, 1993 by David A. Adler (Author) and Karen Fritz (Illustrator). 
Anne and her Jewish family hid in a secret apartment in Amsterdam from 1942 through 1944, 
when they were discovered by the Nazis. During those harrowing years, Anne kept a diary with 
her innermost thoughts and fears. She later died in a German concentration camp, but her voice 
has inspired millions of children across the world through several generations. 

• Rescuing the Children: The Story of the Kindertransport, 2012 by Deborah Hodge (Author). 
This important book tells the story of how ten thousand Jewish children were rescued out of Nazi 
Europe just before the outbreak of World War 2. They were saved by the Kindertransport, a 
rescue mission that transported the children (or Kinder) from Nazi-ruled countries to safety in 
Britain. 

• Remember Not to Forget: A Memory of the Holocaust, 2005 by Norman H. Finkelstein (Author) 
and Lars Hokanson (Illustrator). 
Designed as an introduction to the Holocaust, this book presents the origins and history of anti-
Semitism, beginning with the year 70 A.D., when the Jews were forced out of Jerusalem, to the 
founding of the State of Israel in 1948. The author uses specific incidents from history to 
illustrate how anti-Semitism stripped Jews of their rights and dignity. The details of the 
Holocaust are presented in a factual way, designed to convey the somber nature of the Holocaust 
without being too frightening for young readers. 

• Rescuing the Danish Jews: A Heroic Story from the Holocaust (The Holocaust Through Primary 
Sources) , 2011 by Ann Byers  (Author). 
The remarkable story of rescuing the Danish Jews has many heroic tales. In the midst of World 
War II and the slaughter of millions in the Holocaust, the Danes resisted Nazi brutality and saved 
thousands of people from death. 

• Saving Children from the Holocaust: The Kindertransport (The Holocaust Through Primary 
Sources, 2011 by Ann Byers  (Author). 
Jews searched for a way out of Germany. But anti-Jewish laws and nations unwilling to accept 
fleeing refugees made escape difficult or impossible. England’s effort to save the children came 
to be known as the Kindertransport, and the author discusses the heroes who organized the 
transports and the children who were saved from the Holocaust. 

• Smoke and Ashes: The Story of the Holocaust, 2002 by Barbara Rogasky (Author). 
An account of the tragic fate of the six million Jews killed during the Holocaust is set against a 
chronicle of the roots of Nazi anti-Semitism, Hitler's rise to power, World War II, and the Nazi 
program of extermination. 

• Surviving Hitler: A Boy in the Nazi Death, 2013 Camps by Andrea Warren (Author). 
When twelve-year-old Jack is separated from his family and shipped off to the Blechhammer 
concentration camp, his life becomes a nightmare but he manages to survive by thinking of his 
family. 

• Survivors: True Stories of Children in the Holocaust , 2005 by Allan Zullo (Author). 
These are the true-life accounts of nine Jewish boys and girls whose lives spiraled into danger 



and fear as the Holocaust overtook Europe. Some made daring escapes into the unknown, others 
disguised their true identities, and many witnessed unimaginable horrors. 

• Survivors Club: The True Story of a Very Young Prisoner of Auschwitz, 2017 by Michael 
Bornstein (Author).  
In 1945, in a now-famous piece of World War II archival footage, four-year-old Michael 
Bornstein was filmed by Soviet soldiers as he was carried out of Auschwitz in his grandmother’s 
arms. This book tells the unforgettable story of how a father’s courageous wit, a mother’s fierce 
love, and one perfectly timed illness saved his life. 

• Twenty and Ten, 1978 by Claire Huchet Bishop  (Author), Janet Joly (Author). 
During the occupation of France, twenty French children agree to hide ten Jewish children from 
the Nazis. 

• The Underground Reporters (Holocaust Remembrance Series), 2003 by Kathy Kacer (Author). 
In Budejovice, a quiet village in the Czech republic, laws and rules were introduced to restrict 
the freedom of Jewish people during the dark days of World War II. In a small shack on the 
small plot of land allocated to the village's Jewish youth, some brave young people decided to 
create a newspaper. Though most of the village's Jews did not survive the war, copies of the 
newspaper did. 

• Yellow Star, 2014 by Jennifer Roy (Author). 
In 1939, 270,000 Jews were forced to move into the Lodz Ghetto.  In 1945, there were only 800 
left. Told in verse, the simple narrative relates the story of Sylvia Perlmutter, one of the 12 
surviving children. 

• The Upstairs Room, 1990 by Johanna Reiss  (Author). 
When the German army occupied Holland in 1940, Annie was only eight years old. Because she 
was Jewish, the occupation put her in grave danger. Most people thought the war wouldn’t last 
long, but Annie knew that if she wanted to stay alive, she would have to go into hiding.  

 
Fiction 

• The Boy in the Striped Pajamas, 2006 by John Boyne (Author). 
Berlin, 1942: When Bruno returns home from school one day, he discovers that his belongings 
are being packed in crates. His father has received a promotion and the family must move to a 
new house far, far away, where there is no one to play with and nothing to do. A tall fence 
stretches as far as the eye can see and cuts him off from the strange people in the distance. While 
exploring his new environment, he meets another boy whose life and circumstances are very 
different from his own, and their meeting results in a friendship that has devastating 
consequences. 

• The Devil's Arithmetic, 2004 by Jane Yolen (Author). 
Hannah resents the traditions of her Jewish heritage until time travel places her in the middle of a 
small Jewish village in Nazi-occupied Poland. 

• Escaping into the Night, 2006 by D. Dina Friedman (Author). 
Based on historical events, this gripping novel sheds light on a little-known aspect of the 
Holocaust: the underground forest encampments that saved several thousand Jews from the 
Nazis.  

• Faraway Home, 2000 by Marilyn Taylor (Author). 
Karl and Rosa's family watch in horror as Hitler's troops parade down the streets of their home 
city Vienna. It has become very dangerous to be a Jew in Austria, and after their uncle is sent to 
Dachau, Karl and Rosa's parents decide to send the children out of the country on a 



Kindertransport, one of the many ships carrying refugee children away from Nazi danger. 
• Journey to America, 1987 by Sonia Levitin (Author). 

A Jewish family fleeing Nazi Germany in 1938 endures innumerable separations before they are 
once again united. 

• Lily’s Crossing, 1999 by Patricia Reilly Giff (Author). 
As in past years, Lily will spend the summer in Rockaway, in her family’s summer house by the 
Atlantic Ocean. But this summer of 1944, World War II has changed everyone’s life. Lily’s best 
friend, Margaret, has moved to a wartime factory town, and, much worse, Lily’s father is going 
overseas to the war. 

• Milkweed, 2010 by Jerry Spinelli (Author). 
He's a boy called Jew. Gypsy. Stop thief. Filthy son of Abraham. He's a boy who lives in the 
streets of Warsaw. He's a boy who steals food for himself, and the other orphans. He's a boy who 
believes in bread, and mothers, and angels. He's a boy who wants to be a Nazi, with tall, shiny 
jackboots of his own-until the day that suddenly makes him change his mind.  And when the 
trains come to empty the Jews from the ghetto of the damned, he's a boy who realizes it's safest 
of all to be nobody. 

• Number the Stars, 1999 by Lois Lowry (Author). 
Through the eyes of ten-year-old Annemarie, we watch as the Danish Resistance smuggles 
almost the entire Jewish population of Denmark, nearly seven thousand people, across the sea to 
Sweden. The heroism of an entire nation reminds us that there was pride and human decency in 
the world even during a time of terror and war. 

• Odette's Secrets, 2013 by Maryann Macdonald (Author).  
When Odette's father becomes a Nazi prisoner-of-war and the Paris police begin arresting Jews, 
her mother sends Odette to hide in the Catholic French countryside where she must keep many 
secrets to survive. 

• One Eye Laughing, The Other Eye Weeping: The Diary of Julie Weiss, Vienna, Austria to New 
York 1938, 2000 by Barry Denenberg  (Author). 
During the Nazi persecution of the Jews in Austria, twelve-year-old Julie Weiss escapes to 
America to live with her relatives in New York City. 

• Someone Named Eva, 2007  by Joan M. Wolf (Author). 
Milada is taken from her home in Czechoslovakia to a school in Poland to be trained as "a proper 
German" for adoption by a German family, but all the while she remembers her true name and 
history. 

• When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit, 2009 by Judith Kerr  (Author). 
Anna is not sure who Hitler is, but she sees his face on posters all over Berlin. Then one 
morning, Anna and her brother awake to find her father gone! Her mother explains that their 
father has had to leave and soon they will secretly join him. Anna just doesn't understand. Why 
do their parents keep insisting that Germany is no longer safe for Jews like them? 

• The Whispering Town, 2014 by Jennifer Elvgren (Author) and Fabio Santomauro (Illustrator). 
It is 1943 in Nazi-occupied Denmark. Anett and her parents are hiding a Jewish woman and her 
son, Carl, in their cellar until a fishing boat can take them across the sound to neutral Sweden. 
The soldiers patrolling their street are growing suspicious, so Carl and his mama must make their 
way to the harbor despite a cloudy sky with no moon to guide them. Worried about their safety, 
Anett devises a clever and unusual plan for their safe passage to the harbor. 
 
 



Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  
• World War II by Kids Discover 

The deadliest conflict of the 20th century is brought into sharp focus in this issue, starting with a 
recap of the political strong-arming that paved the way for World War II. For readers intrigued 
by this era of American history, the photos and accounts captured here will be hard to put down. 
They’ll gain a clear understanding of the events that triggered the war, learn how the Nazis and 
Fascists shaped themselves into the Axis Powers, and read a gripping account of Pearl Harbor. 
Details about Hollywood’s take on World War II, are also featured, as well as inspiring stories 
about the women who stepped into men’s shoes to keep the country running. 
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/world-war-ii-for-kids/  

 
Online Links 

• Holocaust Museum and Learning Center: Jewish Federation of St. Louis 
https://hmlc.org/ 

• National WWII Museum 
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/ 

• United States Holocaust Memorial Museum: for Students. 
https://www.ushmm.org/learn/students 

 
Background information for the Educator 

• Facing History and Ourselves:  Teacher resources 
https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources 

• Holocaust Museum and Learning Center: Jewish Federation of St. Louis 
Teaching the Holocaust 
https://hmlc.org/holocaust-history/teaching-the-holocaust/ 

• A People's History of the Holocaust and Genocide:  Includes virtual tours and education 
resources. 
http://remember.org/ 

• The Scholastic Holocaust Reader Teaching Resources 
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/holocaust-teacher.html 

• Scholastic Inc: A Guide to teaching and talking about war with books to children and teens. 
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/guide-teaching-and-talking-
about-war-books-children-and-teens/  

• Teaching Tolerance:  Resources 
https://www.tolerance.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Holocaust Reading Lists 

Grades 9 through 12 

The items in this section can be used with the Holocaust Resource Packet for grades 9 through 12. 

 
Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• All But My Life, 2005 by Gerda Weissmann Klein (Author).  
This is the unforgettable story of Gerda Weissmann Klein's six-year ordeal as a victim of Nazi 
cruelty. From her comfortable home in Bielitz (present-day Bielsko) in Poland to her miraculous 
survival and her liberation by American troops, including the man who was to become her 
husband, in Volary, Czechoslovakia, in 1945, Gerda takes the reader on a terrifying journey. 

• Anne Frank's Diary: The Graphic Adaptation 2018 by Ari Folman (Adapter), Anne Frank  
(Author), David Polonsky (Illustrator). 
A timeless story rediscovered by each new generation, The Diary of a Young Girl stands without 
peer. For both young readers and adults it continues to capture the remarkable spirit of Anne 
Frank, who for a time survived the worst horror the modern world has seen, and who remained 
triumphantly and heartbreakingly human throughout her ordeal. 

• Auschwitz: The Story of a Nazi Death Camp, 2002 by Clive A. Lawton (Author). 
Between March 1942 and January 1945, at least 1.5 million people were systematically 
murdered at Auschwitz. Some were sent to their death immediately upon arrival, some were 
sentenced to the slower, living death of slave labor, and some were the victims of gruesome 
medical experiments. In the middle of Europe and in the middle of the twentieth century, 
ordinary people, living ordinary lives, helped to do this. How did it happen? 

• Beyond Courage: The Untold Story of Jewish Resistance During the Holocaust, 2014 by Doreen 
Rappaport (Author). 
This book brings to light the courage of countless Jews who organized to sabotage the Nazis and 
help other Jews during the Holocaust. 

• The Diary of a Young Girl, 1945 by Anne Frank (Author).  
Anne Frank started her diary two days before her thirteenth birthday. In 1942, the Nazis had 
occupied Holland, and her family left their home to go into hiding, as they were Jews. Anne 
Frank recorded daily events, her personal experiences and her feelings in her diary for the next 
two years. Cut off from the outside world, she and her family faced hunger, boredom, 
claustrophobia at living in confined quarters, and the ever-present threat of discovery and death. 
One day, she and her family were betrayed and taken away to the Bergen-Belsen concentration 
camp, where she eventually died. 

• The Faithful Spy: Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the Plot to Kill Hitler, 2018 by John Hendrix 
(Author). 
Adolf Hitler’s Nazi party is gaining strength and becoming more menacing every day. Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, a pastor upset by the complacency of the German church toward the suffering 
around it, forms a breakaway church to speak out against the established political and religious 
authorities. When the Nazis outlaw the church, he escapes as a fugitive.  Bonhoeffer decides that 
Hitler must be stopped by any means possible! 

• Four Perfect Pebbles: A True Story of the Holocaust, 2016 by Lila Perl  (Author),  Marion 



Blumenthal Lazan (Author).   
This  unforgettable memoir recalls the devastating years that shaped the author’s childhood. 
Following Hitler’s rise to power, the Blumenthal family (father, mother, Marion, and her brother, 
Albert) were trapped in Nazi Germany. They managed eventually to get to Holland, but soon 
thereafter it was occupied by the Nazis. For the next six and a half years the Blumenthals were 
forced to live in refugee, transit, and prison camps before finally making it to the United States. 

• Haven: The Dramatic Story of 1,000 World War II Refugees and How They Came to America, 
2010 by Ruth Gruber  (Author). 
In 1943, nearly one thousand European Jewish refugees from eighteen different countries were 
chosen by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s administration to receive asylum in the United 
States. All they had to do was get there.  

• The Hidden Children, 1997 by Howard Greenfeld (Author). 
Over a million Jewish children were killed during the Holocaust. From ten thousand to 100 
thousand Jewish children were hidden with strangers and survived. In this powerful and 
compelling work, 25 people share their experiences as hidden children. 

• Hidden Like Anne Frank: 14 True Stories of Survival, 2014 by Marcel Prins (Author). 
This book tells the stories of fourteen other children who were hidden away during World War II 
to save their lives. 

• The Hidden Village, 2017 By Imogene Matthews (Author). 
Wartime Holland. Who can you trust? Deep in the Veluwe woods lies Berkenhout, a purpose-
built village of huts sheltering dozens of persecuted people. But the Germans can find no proof 
of its existence. The whole community pulls together to help the Berkenhout inhabitants adjust to 
a difficult new life and, above all, stay safe. 

• Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler's Shadow, 2005 by Susan Campbell Bartoletti  (Author). 
By the time Hitler became Chancellor of Germany in 1933, 3.5 million children belonged to the 
Hitler Youth. This book uses primary sources to examine the Hitler Youth group. 

• The Holocaust (20th Century Perspectives), 2001 by Susan Willoughby  (Author). 
This book explores the Holocaust, including: how the events of November 9, 1938 changed the 
course of world history; how many lives were lost in the Nazi death camps; and what happened 
to the Nazis responsible for the Holocaust. 

• I Have Lived A Thousand Years: Growing Up In The Holocaust, 2011 by Livia Bitton-Jackson 
(Author). 
This is is the story of the author's experiences during World War II when she and her family 
were sent to the Nazi death camp at Auschwitz. 

• The Librarian of Auschwitz, 2017 by Antonio Iturbe (Author). 
Fourteen-year-old Dita is one of the many imprisoned by the Nazis at Auschwitz. Taken, along 
with her mother and father, from the Terezín ghetto in Prague, Dita is adjusting to the constant 
terror that is life in the camp. When Jewish leader Freddy Hirsch asks Dita to take charge of the 
eight precious volumes the prisoners have managed to sneak past the guards, she agrees. And so 
Dita becomes the librarian of Auschwitz. 

• Prisoner B-3087, 2013  by Alan Gratz (Author). 
Based on the life of Jack Gruener, this book relates his story of survival from the Nazi 
occupation of Krakow, when he was eleven, through a succession of concentration camps, to the 
final liberation of Dachau. 

• The Prisoners of Breendonk: Personal Histories from a World War II Concentration Camp, 2015 



by James M. Deem (Author). 
Fort Breendonk was built in the early 1900s to protect Antwerp, Belgium, from possible German 
invasion. Damaged at the start of World War I, it fell into disrepair, until the Nazis took it over 
after their invasion of Belgium in 1940. Never designated an official concentration camp by the 
SS and instead labeled a "reception" camp where prisoners were held until they were either 
released or transported, Breendonk was no less brutal.  

• Remember Not to Forget: A Memory of the Holocaust, 2005 by Norman H. Finkelstein (Author) 
and Lars Hokanson (Illustrator). 
Designed as an introduction to the Holocaust, this book presents the origins and history of anti-
Semitism, beginning with the year 70 A.D., when the Jews were forced out of Jerusalem, to the 
founding of the State of Israel in 1948. The author uses specific incidents from history to 
illustrate how anti-Semitism stripped Jews of their rights and dignity. The details of the 
Holocaust are presented in a factual way. 

• Smoke and Ashes: The Story of the Holocaust, 2002 by Barbara Rogasky (Author). 
An account of the tragic fate of the six million Jews killed during the Holocaust is set against a 
chronicle of the roots of Nazi anti-Semitism, Hitler's rise to power, World War II, and the Nazi 
program of extermination. 

• We Fought Back: Teen Resisters of the Holocaust, 2012 by Allan Zullo (Author). 
This book has true stories of teenage Jews who fought back against the Nazis primarily in eastern 
Europe by using tactics such as guerilla warfare and sabotage. 
 

Fiction 
• The Book Thief, 2007 by Markus Zusak  (Author). 

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, and 
will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches 
out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist, 
books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her 
stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in 
her basement. 

• The Boy Who Dared, 2008 by Susan Campbell Bartoletti (Author). 
When 16-year-old Helmuth Hubner listens to the BBC news on an illegal short-wave radio, he 
quickly discovers Germany is lying to the people. But when he tries to expose the truth with 
leaflets, he's tried for treason. Sentenced to death and waiting in a jail cell, Helmuth's story 
emerges in a series of flashbacks that show his growth from a naive child caught up in the 
patriotism of the times, to a sensitive and mature young man who thinks for himself. 

• Good Night, Maman, 1999 by Norma Fox Mazer (Author). 
After spending years fleeing from the Nazis in war-torn Europe, twelve-year-old Karin Levi and 
her older brother Marc find a new home in a refugee camp in Oswego, New York. 

• Katarina, 1998 by Kathryn Winter (Author). 
During World War II in Slovakia, a young Jewish girl in hiding becomes a devout Catholic and 
is sustained by her belief that she will return home to her family as soon as the war ends. 

• Maus : A Survivor's Tale. I. My Father Bleeds History. II. And Here My Troubles Began Box 
set, 1993 by Art Spiegelman  (Author). 
A brutally moving work of art, widely hailed as the greatest graphic novel ever written, Maus 
recounts the chilling experiences of the author’s father during the Holocaust, with Jews drawn as 
wide-eyed mice and Nazis as menacing cats. 



• Salt to the Sea, 2017 by Ruta Sepetys  (Author). 
Each one born of a different homeland; each one hunted, and haunted, by tragedy, lies, war. As 
thousands desperately flock to the coast in the midst of a Soviet advance, four paths converge, 
vying for passage aboard the Wilhelm Gustloff, a ship that promises safety and freedom. But not 
all promises can be kept. 

 
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• Articles about the Holocaust: Smithsonian Magazine 
www.smithsonianmag.com/tag/holocaust/ 
 

Online Links 
• BBC History: Interactive Map of Auschwitz 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/genocide/launch_ani_auschwitz_map.shtml 
• Holocaust Museum and Learning Center: Jewish Federation of St. Louis 

https://hmlc.org/ 
• National WWII Museum 

https://www.nationalww2museum.org/ 
• United States Holocaust Memorial Museum: for Students. 

https://www.ushmm.org/learn/students 
 
Background information for the Educator 

• Facing History and Ourselves:  Teacher resources 
https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources 

• Holocaust Museum and Learning Center: Jewish Federation of St. Louis 
Teaching the Holocaust 
https://hmlc.org/holocaust-history/teaching-the-holocaust/ 

• A People's History of the Holocaust and Genocide:  Includes virtual tours and education 
resources. 
http://remember.org/ 

• The Scholastic Holocaust Reader Teaching Resources 
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/holocaust-teacher.html 

• Scholastic Inc: A Guide to teaching and talking about war with books to children and teens. 
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/guide-teaching-and-talking-
about-war-books-children-and-teens/  

• Teaching Tolerance:  Resources 
https://www.tolerance.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 


