
 

 

 

Reading Lists for Weather Resource Package 

Grades K through 4 
The items in this section can be used with the Weather Resource Packet for grades K through 4. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• DK Guide to Weather : Photographic Journey Through the Skies, 2000 by Michael Allaby 
(Author). 
Explores a wide range of weather topics, including climate and seasons, wind and gales, 
lightning and thunderstorms, hurricanes and tornadoes, solar wonders, and weather forecasting. 

• Explore My World: Clouds, 2015, by Marfe Ferguson Delano (Author). 
Young readers will be excited to learn about clouds: why they're in the sky, different types, and 
fun activities that celebrate being outside.  

• Discover Science: Weather, 2017 by Caroline Harris  (Author). 
Introduces young readers to the atmospheric world around them, from sun and wind to climate 
and temperature. Readers can look at snowflakes in amazing detail, discover the water cycle, 
learn how rain forms in clouds, explore renewable energy, and take a first look at the devastating 
effects of pollution and extreme weather. 

• Fly Guy Presents: Weather, 2016, by Tedd Arnold (Author/Illustrator). 
Fly Guy and Buzz are going to a weather station to learn all about weather. With straightforward 
text, humorous asides, and kid-friendly photographs throughout, readers will love learning about 
tornadoes, hurricanes, blizzards, and much more. 

• Green City: How One Community Survived a Tornado and Rebuilt for a Sustainable Future, 
2016 by Allan Drummand (Author). 
On May 4, 2007, a tornado leveled Greensburg, Kansas. The citizens who stayed decided to 
rebuild a community as environmentally sound as possible. Told from the point of view of a 
child whose family rebuilt after the storm, this is the  inspiring story of the difference one 
community can make. 

• A January Fog Will Freeze a Hog and Other Weather Folklore, 1977 by Hubert Davis (comp. 
and ed.), John C. Wallner (Illustrator). 
Thirty sayings used to predict the weather are accompanied by a factual explanation, the origin 
of the saying, and its general reliability.   

• A Kid’s Guide to Weather Forecasting: Weather for Kids, 2017, by Baby Professor (Author). 
Why should kids be concerned about the weather? Knowing how to read weather patterns leads 
to a general understanding of how the world works. It also leads to an educated expectation of 
the day’s events. 

• Maisy’s Wonderful Weather Book, 2011, by Lucy Cousins (Author).  
Whatever the weather, Maisy knows how to make the best of the day. Readers will be proud to 



help with the forecast by pulling the tabs and turning the wheels to make the rain come down, the 
snow fall, the lightning flash, and a rainbow appear. 

• Meteorology: The Study of Weather, 2012, by Christine Taylor-Butler (Author). 
Whether you are using them to know if you need an umbrella or to make sure your crops get 
enough water, weather predictions are useful for just about everyone on Earth. Readers will find 
out how meteorologists study patterns in Earth’s atmosphere to predict temperature changes, 
dangerous storms, and even global climate change. 

• National Geographic Little Kids First Big Book of Weather, 2017, by Karen DeSeve (Author). 
This reference book introduces young children to every aspect of weather and answers the 
questions kids want to know! Always an important topic for young kids, they'll learn how all the 
various types of weather systems work, from droughts and deserts to snowflakes and blizzards.  

• Next Time You See a Cloud, 2016 by Emily R. Morgan (Author). 
A simple explanation of clouds for young children, including activities. 

• Snowflake Bentley, 2009 by Jacqueline Briggs Martin  (Author), Mary Azarian (Illustrator). 
From the time he was a small boy in Vermont, Wilson Bentley saw snowflakes as small 
miracles. And he determined that one day his camera would capture for others the wonder of the 
tiny crystal. Bentley's enthusiasm for photographing snowflakes was often misunderstood in his 
time, but his patience and determination revealed two important truths: no two snowflakes are 
alike; and each one is startlingly beautiful.  

• Tornadoes!, 2009, by Gail Gibbons (Author). 
Tornadoes form when hot, humid air rises from the ground and meets with the cooler, denser air 
that is falling back to Earth. The two airstreams begin to swirl, pulling in more and more air to 
form a funnel-shaped cloud. Learn all about tornadoes with this well written title. 

• Weather Words and What They Mean, 1990, by Gail Gibbons (Author). 
Simple, friendly text explains the origins of fog, clouds, frost, thunderstorms, snow, fronts, 
hurricanes, reinforcing the explanations with clear, well-labeled drawings and diagrams. Best of 
all, the book features a fun list of weird weather facts! 

Fiction 

• Bearcub and Mama, 2007 by Sharon Jennings (Author), Melanie Watt (Illustrator). 
Little Bearcub follows his mother everywhere they go until one day they are separated by a 
storm and he must learn to rely on himself and his mother's advice to weather the storm. 

• Blue on Blue, 2014 by Dianne White  (Author), Beth Krommes (Illustrator). 
Discover the joys of a wild rainstorm in this poetic picture book. Rhyming text and illustrations 
depict the swell and quieting of a storm. 

• A Child's Calendar, 1999 by John Updike (Author), Trina Schart Hyman (Illustrator). (Poetry) 
Twelve poems, one for each month, with illustrations that follow one family through a year of 
seasons, weather, and holidays. 

• Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs, 1982 by Judi Barrett  (Author), Ronald Barrett  (Illustrator). 
Grandpa tells his two grandchildren the tall tale of Chewandswallow, a town where it rains every 
meal from the sky. When storm after storm threatens the town with enormous chunks of food, 
the residents must flee forever. 

• Firefly July : A Year of Very Short Poems, 2014 by Paul B. Janeczko (Author). (Poetry) 



A selection of short American poems dealing with the four seasons and the different weather 
events and animal patterns that can occur within each. 

• One Big Rain: Poems for Rainy Days, 2010, by Rita Gray (Compiler) and Ryan O’Rourke 
(Illustrator) (Poetry). 
Divided into poems written about rain within each of the four seasons, this compilation offers the 
reader a chance to revel in the beauty of precipitation and the poetry it inspires.  

• Storm in the Night, 1990, By Mary Stolz (Author) and Pat Cummings (Illustrator). 
Too early to go to bed, and with only flashes of lightning to see by, Thomas and his grandfather 
happily find themselves re-discovering the half-forgotten scents and sounds of their world, and 
having a wonderful time learning important, new things about each other in a spirited 
conversation sparked by darkness. 

• Thunder Cake, 1997, by Patricia Polacco (Author/Illustrator). 
A loud clap of thunder booms, and rattles the windows of Grandma's old farmhouse. "This is 
Thunder Cake baking weather," calls Grandma, as she and her granddaughter hurry to gather the 
ingredients around the farm. A real Thunder Cake must reach the oven before the storm arrives! 

 
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• Discover Magazine: Extreme Weather. What happens when Mother Nature goes to extremes? 
You get violent and deadly weather in the form of heat waves, droughts, nor’easters, tsunamis, 
and other natural calamities. They’re all here in Extreme Weather,  an issue kids will love for its 
graphic attention to the worst weather our planet can produce.   
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/extreme-weather-for-kids/ 

• Discover Magazine: Hurricanes. For kids fascinated by these turbulent, terrifying storms that can 
leave total destruction in their wake, all the latest data is here: from what causes them and how 
they differ from cyclones and typhoons, to how all three can cause deadly storm surges and 
tornadoes. They can also investigate the many instruments that scientists use to track them, 
including barometers, anemometers, hygrometers, and more. 
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/hurricanes-for-kids/  

• Discover Magazine: Rain and Snow. Rain and snow are facts of life – but there’s much more to 
the water cycle than meets the eye! For example, who knew that 4.2 trillion gallons of water fall 
on the U.S. every day? From precipitation to transpiration, the water cycle for kids is explained 
with other mind-boggling figures like these.  
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/the-water-cycle-for-kids/  

• Discover Magazine: Tornadoes. Did TOTO weigh 400 pounds? It sure did, if you’re talking 
about the Totable Tornado Observatory, that is! A bundle of instruments that was used to 
measure the temperature, wind speed, and direction of many tornadoes, TOTO finally met its end 
when it was knocked over by one. All the crazy facts and figures that circulate around tornadoes 
are featured here.  
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/tornadoes-for-kids/  

• Discover Magazine: Weather. Kids fascinated by weather will gain insight into this powerful 
force of nature, with info on how air masses and air pressure affect our planet and charts showing 
the many varieties of clouds and their unique characteristics. Where do raindrops come from, and 
how can it be too cold to snow? These and other complex facts about weather, for kids, are 



explained, along with the many clues that nature gives us about coming weather conditions, from 
rings around the moon to pine cones that close up when rain is on the way. 
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/weather-for-kids/  

Online Links 

• Great Websites for Kids:  Weather. http://gws.ala.org/category/sciences/weather-environment 
• UCAR Center for Science Education Learning Zone: Weather https://scied.ucar.edu/resources 
• The Virtual Weather Museum. http://www.wxresearch.org/ 
• The Weather Channel Interactive Map. https://weather.com/weather/radar/interactive 

Background information for the Educator 

• Discovery Education: Weather Maps 
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/teachers/free-lesson-plans/weather-maps.cfm 

• Georgia Weather School Classroom Activities.  
http://georgiaweatherschool.com/middle-school-activities/ 

• National Weather Service: Online Weather School 
https://www.weather.gov/jetstream/ 

• Weather Watch Teaching Guide: Scholastic 
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/unit-plans/teaching-content/weather-watch-teachers-guide/ 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weather Reading Lists 

Grades 5 through 8 
The items in this section can be used with the Weather Resource Packet for grades 5 through 8. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• Discovering El Nino : How Fable and Fact Together Help Explain the Weather, 1999 by Patricia 
Seibert (Author). 
Traces the weather phenomenon known as El Niño from its first observation near Peruvian 
fishing villages to more recent appearances, discussing how scientists monitor it and how it 
affects other aspects of the weather. 

• DK Eyewitness Books: Hurricane and Tornado, 2014, by Jack Challoner (Author). 
A compelling guide to nature's most dangerous and destructive forces. Striking images, models 
and illustrations offer a unique view of catastrophic weather conditions allowing readers to see 
into the eye of a cyclone, witness hailstones the size of tennis balls, and learn how a gentle 
mountain stream can become a raging surge within a few minutes.  

• DK Eyewitness Books: Weather: Discover the World's Weather from Heat Waves and Droughts 
to Blizzards and Flood, 2016 by Brian Cosgrove  (Author). 
From whirling tornadoes to freezing blizzards, weather is a constantly changing force that affects 
everything around us. Explore the history and elements that make up the environment around us 
in this book. 

• Eye of the Storm: NASA, Drones, and the Race to Crack the Hurricane Code, 2017 by Amy 
Cherrix (Author). 
The author introduces and personalizes the work of scientists on Wallops Island, Virginia, trying 
to understand and forecast a storm’s intensity to offer maximum time for residents to evacuate. 
The text provides clear and informative background; biographical information on a variety of 
scientists, ranging from meteorologists to aeronautical engineers, creates a number of entry 
points for potential readers. 

• Extreme Weather: Surviving Tornadoes, Sandstorms, Hailstorms, Blizzards, Hurricanes, and 
More!, 2016 by Thomas M. Kostigen (Author). 
This book focuses on severe weather-related events and their aftermaths. A wide range of topics 
is discussed, including heat/cold waves, snow/ice storms, downpours, hurricanes, flooding, 
mudslides, and wildfires. Numerous sidebars feature expert tips, little-known facts, “nature’s 
signals,” and gadgets to use to avoid and survive possible disasters. 

• Floods: The Science Behind Raging Waters and Mudslides (The Science Behind Natural 
Disasters), 2009 by Dr Alvin Silverstein (Author), Dr Virginia Silverstein (Author). 
Examines the science behind floods and mudslides, including what causes them, their 
devastating effects, and how to stay safe during a flood. 

• Hurricane Hunters !: Riders on the Storm ,2006 by Chris Demarest (Author). 
Brave men and women fly their WC-130 Hercules aircraft into the heart of a two-hundred-mile-
wide hurricane and collect information: in which direction the hurricane is heading, how fast it's 
moving, and how big it's growing. 



• Investigating Storms: Earth and Space Science (Teacher Created Material), 2007, by Debra J. 
Housel,  (Author). 
From thunderstorms to jet streams, storms come in many different forms. Learn about 
rainstorms, sandstorms, hailstorms, tornadoes, hurricanes, and even blizzards in this book that 
features plenty of stunning images, fascinating facts, easy-to-read text, and engaging sidebars.  

• A Kid’s Guide to Weather Forecasting: Weather for Kids, 2017, by Baby Professor (Author). 
Why should kids be concerned about the weather? It’s not like they will all grow up to be 
meteorologists or weather forecasters. But the thing is, knowing how to read weather patterns 
leads to a general understanding of how the world works. It also leads to an educated expectation 
of the day’s events. 

• The Man Who Named the Clouds, 2006, by Julie Hanna and Joan Hollub (Authors), and Paige 
Billin-Frye (Illustrator). 
Gives a quick history of how clouds got their unique Latin names. There's also detailed journal 
notes of a nine year old and her own observation of weather. Students may use their journal 
observations to come up with their own theories on weather and see if it's true! 

• Meteorology: Cool Women Who Weather Storms (Girls in Science), 2017 by Karen Bush 
Gibson  (Author), Lena Chandhok (Illustrator). 
This book introduces readers ages 9 to 12 to three women in meteorology who are making an 
impact and inspiring future generations of meteorologists. Kelly Cass is a broadcast 
meteorologist at the Weather Channel with a particular interest in severe weather. Bianca 
Hernandez works as a meteorologist for the National Weather Service in their Phoenix office. 
Pam Heinselman is a professor and Research Scientist with the National Severe Storms Lab. 

• The Story of Snow : The Science of Winter's Wonder, 2009 by Mark Cassino, (Author), Nora 
Aoyagi (Illustrator). 
This book about the science of snow features photos of snow crystals in their beautiful diversity 
and includes how snow crystals are formed into different shapes and snow-crystal-catching 
instructions in the back of the book. 

• The Weather Wizard's Cloud Book: A Unique Way to Predict the Weather Accurately and Easily 
by Reading the Clouds, 1989 by Jim Duncan (Author), Louis D. Rubin Sr.  (Author), Hiram J. 
Herbert (Contributor). 
The Weather Wizard's Cloud Book offers a foolproof three-step system for predicting the 
weather. With amazing accuracy, this simple system can account for swiftly changing local 
weather developments more effectively than weather maps or official area forecasts, which are 
issued well in advance of weather conditions. 

• Wind and Air Pressure: Measuring the Weather, 2007, by Alan Rogers (Author). 
Introduces wind and air pressure and their role in the weather, describes methods of measuring 
both phenomena, and suggests related activities. 

 
Fiction 

• Diary of a Wimpy Kid #13: Meltdown, 2018 by Jeff Kinney  (Author). 



When snow shuts down Greg Heffley’s middle school, his neighborhood transforms into a 
wintry battlefield. Rival groups fight over territory, build massive snow forts, and stage epic 
snowball fights.  

• The Lightning Catcher, 2013 by Anne Cameron (Author), Victoria Jamieson (Illustrator). 
Eleven-year-old Angus's world is turned upside down when he is mysteriously whisked away to 
become an apprentice at the Perilous Exploratorium for Weather and Vicious Storms. At 
Perilous, the world's most dangerous weather is studied to protect mankind from its ravages. 
There, Angus discovers that his parents aren't boring government workers after all, they are 
actually famous Lightning Catchers, and they've been kidnapped. 

• Mad Scientist Academy: The Weather Disaster, 2016, by Matthew McElligott, (Author). 
Dr. Cosmic can’t wait to introduce the students to his latest invention, the CHAOS machine, 
designed to keep the school at the right temperature for learning. But when the machine starts to 
malfunction, causing extreme weather conditions, the students must use their upgraded 
handbooks to stop CHAOS before it destroys the entire school! 

• McBroom the Rainmaker, 1974 by Sid Fleischman (Author). 
When a great drought on the prairie causes cows to give powdered milk and mosquitoes to grow 
almost as large as small cowsheds, McBroom comes up with a novel idea for producing rain.    

• The Storm Makers, 2013 by Jennifer E. Smith  (Author), Brett Helquist (Illustrator). 
What starts as an ordinary summer turns exciting and perilous for twins Ruby and Simon when 
strange occurrences begin happening on their farm, like sudden gusts of wind, rainstorms, and 
even tornado warnings, that seem eerily timed to Simon's emotions. Then a stranger arrives and 
tells the twins that Simon is a Storm Maker, part of a clandestine group of people entrusted with 
controlling and taming the weather, and that he is in great danger. 

 
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• Discover Magazine: Extreme Weather. What happens when Mother Nature goes to extremes? 
You get violent and deadly weather in the form of heat waves, droughts, nor’easters, tsunamis, 
and other natural calamities. They’re all here in Extreme Weather,  an issue kids will love for its 
graphic attention to the worst weather our planet can produce.   
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/extreme-weather-for-kids/ 

• Discover Magazine: Hurricanes. For kids fascinated by these turbulent, terrifying storms that can 
leave total destruction in their wake, all the latest data is here: from what causes them and how 
they differ from cyclones and typhoons, to how all three can cause deadly storm surges and 
tornadoes. They can also investigate the many instruments that scientists use to track them, 
including barometers, anemometers, hygrometers, and more. 
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/hurricanes-for-kids/  

• Discover Magazine: Rain and Snow. Rain and snow are facts of life – but there’s much more to 
the water cycle than meets the eye! For example, who knew that 4.2 trillion gallons of water fall 
on the U.S. every day? From precipitation to transpiration, the water cycle for kids is explained 
with other mind-boggling figures like these.  
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/the-water-cycle-for-kids/  



• Discover Magazine: Tornadoes. Did TOTO weigh 400 pounds? It sure did, if you’re talking 
about the Totable Tornado Observatory, that is! A bundle of instruments that was used to 
measure the temperature, wind speed, and direction of many tornadoes, TOTO finally met its end 
when it was knocked over by one. All the crazy facts and figures that circulate around tornadoes 
are featured here.  
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/tornadoes-for-kids/  

• Discover Magazine: Weather. Kids fascinated by weather will gain insight into this powerful 
force of nature, with info on how air masses and air pressure affect our planet and charts showing 
the many varieties of clouds and their unique characteristics. Where do raindrops come from, and 
how can it be too cold to snow? These and other complex facts about weather, for kids, are 
explained, along with the many clues that nature gives us about coming weather conditions, from 
rings around the moon to pine cones that close up when rain is on the way. 
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/weather-for-kids/  

Online Links 

• Great Websites for Kids:  Weather. http://gws.ala.org/category/sciences/weather-environment 
• UCAR Center for Science Education Learning Zone: Weather https://scied.ucar.edu/resources 
• The Virtual Weather Museum. http://www.wxresearch.org/ 
• The Weather Channel Interactive Map. https://weather.com/weather/radar/interactive 

Background information for the Educator 

• Discovery Education: Weather Maps 
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/teachers/free-lesson-plans/weather-maps.cfm 

• Georgia Weather School Classroom Activities.  
http://georgiaweatherschool.com/middle-school-activities/ 

• National Weather Service: Online Weather School 
https://www.weather.gov/jetstream/ 

• Weather Watch Teaching Guide: Scholastic 
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/unit-plans/teaching-content/weather-watch-teachers-guide/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weather Reading Lists 

Grades 9 through 12 
The items in this section can be used with the Weather Resource Packet for grades 9 through 12. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• Chasing the Storm: Tornadoes, Meteorology, and Weather Watching, 2014, by Ron Miller 
(Author). 
Huge, towering clouds build up in the sky it's a super cell. The Doppler radar indicates that the 
system is rotating. But is there a funnel? Is it touching the ground? Only a storm chaser can 
confirm when a tornado is present and help meteorologists warn nearby towns. Storm-chasers-in-
training, or those who want to live vicariously through them, will enjoy this overview. 

• The Cloudspotter's Guide: The Science, History, and Culture of Clouds, 2007, by Gavin Pretor-
Pinney  (Author). 
Where do clouds come from? Why do they look the way they do? And why have they captured 
the imagination of timeless artists, Romantic poets, and every kid who's ever held a crayon? The 
author reveals everything there is to know about clouds, from history and science to art and pop 
culture. 

• Guide to Weather Forecasting: All the Information You'll Need to Make Your Own Weather 
Forecast (Firefly Pocket series), 2008, by Storm Dunlop (Author). 
Weather can have very different consequences depending on where you live. This title covers 
every aspect of making a forecast and is a handy resource to understanding the professionals' 
daily weather predictions. 

• Into the Storm: Two Ships, a Deadly Hurricane, and an Epic Battle for Survival, 2018 
by Tristram Korten  (Author). 
The true story of two doomed ships and a daring search-and-rescue operation that shines a light 
on the elite Coast Guard swimmers trained for the most dangerous ocean missions. 

• Meteorology: Cool Women Who Weather Storms (Girls in Science), 2017 by Karen Bush 
Gibson  (Author), Lena Chandhok (Illustrator). 
This book introduces readers ages 9 to 12 to three women in meteorology who are making an 
impact and inspiring future generations of meteorologists. Kelly Cass is a broadcast 
meteorologist at the Weather Channel with a particular interest in severe weather. Bianca 
Hernandez works as a meteorologist for the National Weather Service in their Phoenix office. 
Pam Heinselman is a professor and Research Scientist with the National Severe Storms Lab. 

• National Geographic Pocket Guide to the Weather of North America, 2017 by Jack 
Williams (Author), Jared Travnicek (Illustrator). 
Everybody talks about the weather but how many really understand it? This little book is a basic 
reference on storms, sky phenomena, global patterns of wind and pressure, weather forecasting 
techniques, interpreting cloud formations, and extreme weather safety. Each one of 144 featured 
topics includes a photograph paired with an explanatory illustration or graphic. Interesting facts 
and tips offer a quick guide to observing the weather, from rainbows and auroras to supercells 
and hurricanes. 

• Storm Kings: America's First Tornado Chasers, 2014 by Lee Sandlin  (Author). 



In this title the author retraces America's fascination and unique relationship to tornadoes and the 
weather. From Ben Franklin's early experiments, to "the great storm debates" of the nineteenth 
century, to heartland life in the early twentieth century, Sandlin shows how tornado chasing 
helped foster the birth of meteorology, recreating with vivid descriptions some of the most 
devastating storms in America's history.  

• A Visual Guide to Weather and Climate (Visual Exploration of Science), 2018 by Diana 
Malizia (Author). 
The atmosphere is an extremely complicated system. Any weather forecast can rapidly change 
because of the wind, a warm front, or an unexpected storm. In addition, many places around the 
world have broken their high-temperature records, while many coastal and Arctic communities 
are already witnessing the first severe effects of climate change.  

• We Are the Weather Makers: The History of Climate Change , 2010 by Sally M. Walker  
(Adapter),  Tim Flannery (Author). 
This title offers a clear look at the history of climate change, how matters will unfold over the 
next century, and what we can do to prevent a cataclysmic future. Newly featured are twenty-
five practical tips for living a greener lifestyle. 

• Weather 101: From Doppler Radar and Long-Range Forecasts to the Polar Vortex and Climate 
Change, Everything You Need to Know about the Study of Weather, 2017 by Kathleen 
Sears  (Author). 
Learn the science behind weather and weather prediction in this clear and straightforward new 
guide. 

Fiction 

• Between Two Skies, 2017 by Joanne O'Sullivan (Author). 
Sixteen-year-old Evangeline Riley lives in a small fishing town, where she enjoys the water, sky, 
and sport. When Hurricane Katrina destroys so much, she meets Tru, who helps her through the 
difficult time. 

• Death of a Rainmaker: A Dust Bowl Mystery, 2018 by Laurie Loewenstein  (Author). 
The author movingly describes the events and the people, from farm eviction auctions and hobo 
villages to Dish Nights at the movies. She vividly brings to life a town filled with believable 
characters, from a young woman learning her own worth to the deputy sheriff figuring out where 
his loyalties lie. This warm and evocative novel captures a time and place, with well-researched 
details shown through the lives and circumstances of one American town. 

• Life as We Knew It, 2008 by Susan Beth Pfeffer  (Author). 
High school sophomore Miranda’s disbelief turns to fear in a split second when an asteroid 
knocks the moon closer to Earth, like "one marble hits another." The result is catastrophic. How 
can her family prepare for the future when worldwide tsunamis are wiping out the coasts, 
earthquakes are rocking the continents, and volcanic ash is blocking out the sun?  

 
• Saint Louis Armstrong Beach, 2011 by Brenda Woods (Author). 

Saint Louis Armstrong Beach is enjoying life in New Orleans, playing clarinet for the tourists in 
his spare time, accompanied by Shadow, a local stray dog. When Hurricane Katrina approaches, 
Saint faces unexpected challenges in trying to rescue Shadow. 



• Stormy Weather, 1995 by Carl Hiaasen  (Author). 
In hurricane-devastated Florida, a group of questionable individuals attempts to take advantage 
of the disaster, and an eccentric character becomes the only hope for the victims 

Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• E-Journal of Severe Storms Meteorology: http://ejssm.org/ 
• Weatherwise: https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/vwws20/current 

Online Links 

• Great Websites for Kids:  Weather. http://gws.ala.org/category/sciences/weather-environment 
• UCAR Center for Science Education Learning Zone: Weather https://scied.ucar.edu/resources 
• The Virtual Weather Museum. http://www.wxresearch.org/ 
• The Weather Channel Interactive Map. https://weather.com/weather/radar/interactive 

Background information for the Educator 

• Discovery Education: Weather Maps 
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/teachers/free-lesson-plans/weather-maps.cfm 

• Georgia Weather School Classroom Activities.  
http://georgiaweatherschool.com/middle-school-activities/ 

• National Weather Service: Online Weather School 
https://www.weather.gov/jetstream/ 
Weather Watch Teaching Guide: Scholastic 
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/unit-plans/teaching-content/weather-watch-teachers-guide/ 


