
	

	

	

Reading Lists for Character Education Resource Package 

Grades K through 4 

The items in this section can be used with the Character Ed Resource Packet for grades K through 4. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• Brothers in Hope: The Story of the Lost Boys of Sudan, 2005 by Mary Williams  (Author), R. 
Gregory Christie (Author), Gregory Christie (Illustrator). 
Eight-year-old Garang, orphaned by a civil war in Sudan, finds the inner strength to help lead 
other boys as they trek thousands of miles seeking safety in Ethiopia, then Kenya, and finally in 
the United States. 

• Harvesting Hope: The Story of Cesar Chavez, 2003 by Kathleen Krull  (Author),  Yuyi Morales  
(Illustrator). 
When Cesar Chavez was 10 years old, drought forced his family to leave its Arizona ranch and 
move to California. The family became migrant workers, poorly paid and badly treated. As an 
adult, Chavez organized a nonviolent revolt, culminating in a 300-mile protest march that 
produced the first farmworkers' contract. 

• It’s Okay to be Different, 2009 by Todd Parr  (Author, Illustrator).    
This title cleverly delivers the important messages of acceptance, understanding, and confidence 
in an accessible, child-friendly format.  

• Step Right Up: How Doc and Jim Key Taught the World about Kindness, 2016 by Donna Janell 
Bowman (Author) and Daniel Minter (Illustrator).  
William "Doc" Key had a special way with animals. His dream of owning a racehorse were 
dashed when his colt was born weak and sickly. Doc nursed him back to health and named him 
Jim. Noticing a level of curiosity and eagerness in the horse, Doc began teaching Beautiful Jim 
Key first to recognize letters, then to read, write, add, subtract, and more. Doc soon took his 
talented horse on the road, spreading a message of patience and kindness, over cruelty, to all 
animals. 

• When Marian Sang: The True Recital of Marian Anderson, 2002 by Pam Munoz Ryan  (Author),  
Brian Selznick (Illustrator).   
Marian Anderson is best known for her historic concert at the Lincoln Memorial in 1939, which 
drew an integrated crowd of 75,000 people in pre-Civil Rights America. While this momentous 
event showcased the uniqueness of her voice, the strength of her character, and the struggles of 
the times in which she lived, it is only part of her story. 

• Salt in His Shoes: Michael Jordan in Pursuit of a Dream , 2003 by Deloris Jordan (Author),  



Roslyn M. Jordan (Author),  Kadir Nelson (Illustrator).   
As a child, Michael almost gave up on his hoop dreams, all because he feared he'd never grow 
tall enough to play the game that would one day make him famous. That's when his mother and 
father stepped in and shared the invaluable lesson of what really goes into the making of a 
champion; patience, determination, and hard work. 

• Words Are Not for Hurting, 2004 by Elizabeth Verdick  (Author),  Marieka Heinlen (Illustrator).  
This book teaches children that their words belong to them: They can think before they speak, 
then choose what to say and how to say it. It also explores positive ways to respond when others 
use unkind words and reinforces the importance of saying “I’m sorry.” 

 
Fiction 

• All Are Welcome, 2018 by Alexandra Penfold  (Author), Suzanne Kaufman  (Illustrator). 
Follow a group of children through a day in their school, where everyone is welcomed with open 
arms. 

• Can I Play, Too?, 2010 by Mo Willems (Author, Illustrator).   
This book focuses on differently abled animals as Elephant and Piggy get ready for a game of 
catch. Before they begin, Snake asks to join them. The story moves from clever to cruel as 
Elephant throws the ball and hits Snake on the head, and the reptile's expressions indicate 
distress. They work it all out in the end. 

• A Chair for My Mother, 1982 by Vera B Williams  (Author, Illustrator). 
After a fire destroys their home and possessions, Rosa, her mother, and grandmother save and 
save until they can afford to buy one big, comfortable chair that all three of them can enjoy. 

• Chicken Sunday, 1998 by Patricia Polacco  (Author/Illustrator) 
 In this book, the hatred sometimes engendered by racial and religious differences is 
overpowered by the love of people who recognize their common humanity. 

• The Color of Us, 2002 by Karen Katz  (Author, Illustrator).   
Seven-year-old Lena is going to paint a picture of herself. She wants to use brown paint for her 
skin. But when she and her mother take a walk through the neighborhood, Lena learns that 
brown comes in many different shades. Through the eyes of a little girl who begins to see her 
familiar world in a new way, this book celebrates the differences and similarities that connect all 
people. 

• I Walk with Vanessa: A Story About a Simple Act of Kindness, 2018 by Kerascoët (Author and 
Illustrator).  
In this wordless story, brown-skinned newcomer Vanessa is bullied by a white boy as she walks 
home alone from school. A classmate witnesses the abuse; the next morning she walks to school 
with Vanessa and they’re joined by more supporters. Bullying-related resources are appended. 

• If You Plant a Seed, 2015 by Kadir Nelson  (Author, Illustrator).   
This is a resonant, gently humorous story about the power of even the smallest acts and the 
rewards of compassion and generosity. 

• The Invisible Boy , 2013 by Trudy Ludwig  (Author),  Patrice Barton (Illustrator).   



Meet Brian, the invisible boy. Nobody ever seems to notice him or think to include him in their 
group, game, or birthday party . . . until, that is, a new kid comes to class. When Justin, the new 
boy, arrives, Brian is the first to make him feel welcome. And when Brian and Justin team up to 
work on a class project together, Brian finds a way to shine. 

• The Most Magnificent Thing, 2014 by Ashley Spires  (Author, Illustrator).  
A little girl has a wonderful idea. She is going to make the most MAGNIFICENT thing!  But 
making her magnificent thing is anything but easy, and the girl tries and fails, repeatedly. 
Eventually, the girl gets really, really mad. She is so mad, in fact, that she quits. But after her dog 
convinces her to take a walk, she comes back to her project with renewed enthusiasm and 
manages to get it just right. 

• The Day You Begin, 2018 by Jacqueline Woodson (Author), Rafael López Illustrator) 
Rigoberto looks crestfallen when the class laughs at his name; other classmates feel left out when 
friends make fun of their lunch foods. And the (unnamed) African American protagonist has 
trouble finding her voice when her classmates recount their summers until she realizes that the 
books she’s read have afforded her boundless travel. 

• One Good Deed, 2015 by Terri Fields (Author),  Deborah Melmon (Illustrator).  
A young boy transforms his neighborhood by performing one good deed for his neighbor, which 
leads to a chain of kind and helpful actions. 

• Ruby's Wish, 2005 by Shirin Yim (Author),  Sophie Blackall (Illustrator).  
Ruby is unlike most little girls in old China. Instead of aspiring to get married, Ruby is 
determined to attend university when she grows up, just like the boys in her family. Based upon 
the inspirational story of the author's grandmother and accompanied by richly detailed 
illustrations, Ruby's Wish is an engaging portrait of a young girl who strives for more and a 
family who rewards her hard work and courage. 

• The Smallest Girl in the Smallest Grade, 2014  by Justin Roberts (Author), Christian Robinson 
(Illustrator).   
Sally notices everything, from the twenty-seven keys on the janitor’s ring to the bullying 
happening on the playground. One day, Sally has had enough and decides to make herself heard. 
And when she takes a chance and stands up to the bullies, she finds that one small girl can make 
a big difference. 

• Stella Brings the Family, 2015 by Miriam B. Schiffer  (Author),  Holly Clifton-Brown 
(Illustrator).   
Stella's class is having a Mother's Day celebration, but what's a girl with two daddies to do? It's 
not that she doesn't have someone who helps her with her homework, or tucks her in at night. 
Stella has her Papa and Daddy who take care of her, and a whole gaggle of other loved ones who 
make her feel special and supported every day. She just doesn't have a mom to invite to the 
party. Fortunately, Stella finds a unique solution to her party problem in this sweet story about 
love, acceptance, and the true meaning of family. 

• The Story of Ferdinand, 1936 by by Munro Leaf  (Author),  Robert Lawson (Illustrator).  
All the other bulls run, jump, and butt their heads together in fights. Ferdinand, on the other 



hand, would rather sit and smell the flowers. So what will happen when Ferdinand is picked for 
the bullfights in Madrid? 
This story has inspired, enchanted, and provoked readers ever since it was first published in 1936 
for its message of nonviolence and pacifism. During WWII, Adolf Hitler ordered the book 
burned in Nazi Germany, while Joseph Stalin, the leader of the Soviet Union, granted it 
privileged status as the only non-communist children's book allowed in Poland. 

• The Three Questions, 2002 by Jon J. Muth  (Author). 
Young Nikolai is searching for the answers to his three questions: When is the best time to do 
things? Who is the most important one? What is the right thing to do? But it is his own response 
to a stranger's cry for help that leads him directly to the answers he is looking for. This profound 
and inspiring book is about compassion and being engaged in each moment. The author has 
transformed a story by Leo Tolstoy into a timeless fable for readers of every age! 

• Wings, 2000 by Christopher Myers (Author, Illustrator). 
Ikarus Jackson, the new boy in school, is outcast because he has wings, but his resilient spirit 
inspires one girl to speak up for him. 

• Zen Socks, 2015 by Jon Muth (Author/Illustrator). 
Leo and Molly love their new neighborhood. Most of all they love their friend Stillwater. The 
three friends are quite a team! This is a story about sharing, another about patience, and a third 
about compassion. With warmth and fun, they learn from one another in the most surprising 
ways. 

 
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous   

• Social Story Creator Educators 
Create multimedia stories that help with social skills.  Download in your app store. 

• STOP!T 
Easy-to-use reporting tool helps kids report bullying, find adult help.  Download in your app 
store. 

 
Online Links 

• Bookshare: Unique digital library gives access to those with print disabilities. 
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/ 
 

Background information for the Educator 
• Edutopia: Character Education 

Learn how to help children develop traits like initiative, perseverance, and empathy to be 
successful and contribute positively to their communities. 
https://www.edutopia.org/topic/character-education 

• Edutopia: Service Learning 
Here's a simple definition for service learning with details and resources for planning a unit. 
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/what-heck-service-learning-heather-wolpert-gawron 



• Principles of Character Education: Character is one of those terms everyone defines a little 
differently, and most of those definitions would be right. For us, character is the intentional effort 
of living out one’s core values and working on continuous growth through ethical and 
compassionate decision-making.  
https://www.character.org/character/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Character Education Reading Lists 

Grades 5 through 8 

The items in this section can be used with the Character Education Resource Packet for grades 5 through 
8. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• 101 Changemakers: Rebels and Radicals Who Changed U.S. History, 2012 by Michele Bollinger  
(Editor), Dao X Tran (Editor). 
This title offers a “peoples’ history” version of the individuals who have shaped our country for 
middle school students. In the place of founding fathers, presidents, and titans of industry, are 
profiles of those who courageously fought for social justice in America: Tecumseh, Harriet 
Tubman, Mark Twain, César Chávez, Rachel Carson, Harvey Milk, Henry Wallace, and many 
more. 

• I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban, 2015 by 
Malala Yousafzai  (Author),  Christina Lamb  (Contributor). 
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala 
Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education. On Tuesday, October 
9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at 
point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her to survive. 

• The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Young Readers Edition, 2015 by William Kamkwamba  
(Author), Bryan Mealer  (Author), Anna Hymas (Illustrator). 
When a terrible drought struck William Kamkwamba's tiny village in Malawi, his family lost all 
of the season's crops, leaving them with nothing to eat and nothing to sell. William began to 
explore science books in his village library, looking for a solution. There, he came up with the 
idea that would change his family's life forever: he could build a windmill. Made out of scrap 
metal and old bicycle parts, William's windmill brought electricity to his home and helped his 
family pump the water they needed to farm the land. 

• Fred Korematsu Speaks Up, 2017 by Laura Atkins;Stan Yogi (Author), Yutaka Houlette 
(Illustrator). 
Fred Korematsu liked listening to music on the radio, playing tennis, and hanging around with 
his friends—just like lots of other Americans. But everything changed when the United States 
went to war with Japan in 1941 and the government forced all people of Japanese ancestry to 
leave their homes on the West Coast and move to distant prison camps. This included Fred, 
whose parents had immigrated to the United States from Japan many years before. But Fred 
refused to go. He knew that what the government was doing was unfair. And when he got put in 
jail for resisting, he knew he couldn't give up.	

• A Picture Book of Anne Frank, 1993 by David A. Adler (Author) and Karen Fritz (Illustrator). 
Anne and her Jewish family hid in a secret apartment in Amsterdam from 1942 through 1944, 



when they were discovered by the Nazis. During those harrowing years, Anne kept a diary with 
her innermost thoughts and fears. She later died in a German concentration camp, but her voice 
has inspired millions of children across the world through several generations. 

• Survivors Club: The True Story of a Very Young Prisoner of Auschwitz, 2017 by Michael 
Bornstein (Author).  
In 1945, in a now-famous piece of World War II archival footage, four-year-old Michael 
Bornstein was filmed by Soviet soldiers as he was carried out of Auschwitz in his grandmother’s 
arms. Survivors Club tells the unforgettable story of how a father’s courageous wit, a mother’s 
fierce love, and one perfectly timed illness saved his life, and how others in his family from 
Zarki, Poland, dodged death at the hands of the Nazis time and again with incredible deftness. 

• Tales from the Bully Box, 2014 by Cat Woods. (Author). 
Bullying stinks, but knowing what to do about it can make things better. In Tales from the Bully 
Box, you will find short stories about kids just like you. They get bullied, and sometimes they 
even bully. But most of the time, they are bystanders who have to figure out what to do when 
they witness the bullying all around them. 

• Thank You Mr. Falker, 1999 by Patricia Polacco  (Author, Illustrator).  (K-4) (5-8) 
Patricia Polacco is now one of America's most loved children's book creators, but once upon a 
time, she was a little girl named Trisha starting school. Trisha could paint and draw beautifully, 
but when she looked at words on a page, all she could see was jumble. It took a very special 
teacher to recognize little Trisha's dyslexia: Mr. Falker, who encouraged her to overcome her 
reading disability.  

• We Rise, We Resist, We Raise Our Voices, 2018 Edited by Wade Hudson and Cheryl Willis 
Hudson. 
What do we tell our children when the world seems bleak, and prejudice and racism run 
rampant? With 96 lavishly designed pages of original art and prose, fifty diverse creators lend 
voice to young activists. Featuring poems, letters, personal essays, art, and other works from 
such industry leaders as Jacqueline Woodson (Brown Girl Dreaming), Jason Reynolds (All 
American Boys), Kwame Alexander (The Crossover), Andrea Pippins (I Love My Hair), Sharon 
Draper (Out of My Mind), and many more. 

Fiction 
• Bully, 2012 by Patricia Polacco (Author, Illustrator).  

Lyla finds a great friend in Jamie on her first day of school, but when Lyla makes the 
cheerleading squad and a clique of popular girls invites her to join them, Jamie is left behind. 
Lyla knows bullying when she sees it, though, and when she sees the girls viciously teasing 
classmates on Facebook, including Jamie, she is smart enough to get out. But no one dumps 
these girls, and now they're out for revenge. 

• Confessions of a Former Bully, 2012 by Trudy Ludwig  (Author),  Beth Adams (Illustrator).  
After Katie gets caught teasing a schoolmate, she's told to meet with Mrs. Petrowski, the school 
counselor, so she can make right her wrong and learn to be a better friend. Bothered at first, it 
doesn't take long before Katie realizes that bullying has hurt not only the people around her, but 



her, too. Told from the unusual point of view of the bullier rather than the bullied. 
Out of My Mind, 2012 by Sharon M. Draper  (Author). 
Eleven-year-old Melody is not like most people. She can’t walk. She can’t talk. She can’t write. 
All because she has cerebral palsy. But she also has a photographic memory; she can remember 
every detail of everything she has ever experienced. She’s the smartest kid in her whole school, 
but NO ONE knows it. Most people, her teachers, her doctors, her classmates, dismiss her as 
mentally challenged because she can’t tell them otherwise. But Melody refuses to be defined by 
her disability. And she’s determined to let everyone know it. 

• Rules, 2006 by Cynthia Lord  (Author). 
Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a normal life. Which is near impossible when you have a 
brother with autism and a family that revolves around his disability. She's spent years trying to 
teach David the rules-from "a peach is not a funny-looking apple" to "keep your pants on in 
public"-in order to stop his embarrassing behaviors. But the summer Catherine meets Jason, a 
paraplegic boy, and Kristi, the next-door friend she's always wished for, it's her own shocking 
behavior that turns everything upside down and forces her to ask: What is normal? 

• The Silver Donkey, 2014 by Sonya Hartnett  (Author), Don Powers (Illustrator). 
One morning in the woods of World War I France, two young sisters stumble upon an 
astonishing find, a soldier, temporarily blinded by war, who has walked away from battle 
longing to see his gravely ill younger brother. As the girls and their brother devise a plan for the 
soldier's safe passage home, he repays them by telling four wondrous tales about the humble 
donkey,  from the legend of Bethlehem to a myth of India, from a story of rescue in war to a tale 
of family close to the soldier's heart. 

• The Three Questions, 2002 by Jon J. Muth  (Author). 
Young Nikolai is searching for the answers to his three questions: When is the best time to do 
things?  Who is the most important one? What is the right thing to do? 
But it is his own response to a stranger's cry for help that leads him directly to the answers he is 
looking for. The author has transformed a story by Leo Tolstoy into a timeless fable for readers 
of every age! 

• Wonder, 2012 by R. J. Palacio  (Author). 
August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him from 
going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to 
be treated as an ordinary kid, but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face. 

 
Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  

• Middle School Confidential 1: Be Confident in Who You Are 
Appealing graphic novel teaches relatable tween lessons.  Download in your app store. 

• New Moon Magazine for Girls: Focuses on the empowerment of girls and the importance of 
being themselves 
https://newmoongirls.com/ 

• Social Story Creator Educators 



Create multimedia stories that help with social skills.  Download in your app store. 
• STOP!T 

Easy-to-use reporting tool helps kids report bullying, find adult help.  Download in your app 
store. 

 
Online Links 

• Bookshare: Unique digital library gives access to those with print disabilities. 
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/ 

• Hall of Heroes 
Responsive game helps students prepare for transition to middle school. 
https://www.centervention.com/hall-of-heroes/ 

• The Harry Potter Alliance 
Fan site promotes real-world heroics with activism for social justice. 
https://www.thehpalliance.org/ 
 

Background information for the Educator 
• Edutopia: Character Education 

Learn how to help children develop traits like initiative, perseverance, and empathy to be 
successful and contribute positively to their communities. 
https://www.edutopia.org/topic/character-education 

• Edutopia: Service Learning 
Here's a simple definition for service learning with details and resources for planning a unit. 
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/what-heck-service-learning-heather-wolpert-gawron 

• Principles of Character Education: Character is one of those terms everyone defines a little 
differently, and most of those definitions would be right. For us, character is the intentional effort 
of living out one’s core values and working on continuous growth through ethical and 
compassionate decision-making.  
https://www.character.org/character/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Character Education Reading Lists 

Grades 9 through 12 

The items in this section can be used with the Character Education Resource Packet for grades 9 through 
12. 

Books 
Non-fiction and Biography 

• Anne Frank's Diary: The Graphic Adaptation, 2018 by Ari Folman (Adapter), Anne Frank  
(Author), David Polonsky (Illustrator). 
A timeless story rediscovered by each new generation, The Diary of a Young Girl stands without 
peer. For both young readers and adults it continues to capture the remarkable spirit of Anne 
Frank, who for a time survived the worst horror the modern world has seen, and who remained 
triumphantly and heartbreakingly human throughout her ordeal. 

• The Bite of Mango, 2008 by Mariatu Kamara  (Author), Susan McClelland (Contributor). 
As a child in a small rural village in Sierra Leone, Mariatu Kamara lived peacefully surrounded 
by family and friends. Rumors of rebel attacks were no more than a distant worry. But when 12-
year-old Mariatu set out for a neighboring village, she never arrived. Heavily armed rebel 
soldiers, many no older than children themselves, attacked and tortured Mariatu. During this 
brutal act of senseless violence they cut off both her hands. Stumbling through the countryside, 
Mariatu miraculously survived. The sweet taste of a mango, her first food after the attack, 
reaffirmed her desire to live. 

• A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, 2008 by Ishmael Beah  (Author). 
What is war like through the eyes of a child soldier? How does one become a killer? How does 
one stop? Child soldiers have been profiled by journalists, and novelists have struggled to 
imagine their lives. But until now, there has not been a first-person account from someone who 
came through this hell and survived. 

• Uncommon Character: Stories of Ordinary Men and Women Who Have Done the Extraordinary, 
2016 by Douglas Feavel  (Author). 
A captivating non-fiction anthology filled with heroic profiles, epic tales, and timeless parables. 
Each chapter introduces a memorable hero who challenged and changed the world in remarkable 
ways. You'll meet personalities who are historical and living, unknown and familiar, domestic 
and foreign. Prepare to encounter pilots, farmers, immigrants, missionaries, engineers, martyrs, 
businessmen, lawyers, pioneers, presidents, soldiers, writers, and scientists their dynamic 
legacies are destined to become part of us and our heritage.  
 

• Yes She Can: 10 Stories of Hope & Change from Young Female Staffers of the Obama White 
House, 2019 by Molly Dillon (Compiler). 
This book is an intimate look at Obama's presidency through the eyes of some of the most 
successful, and completely relatable, young women who were there. Full of wisdom they wish 



they could impart to their younger selves and a message about the need for more girls in 
government, these recollections are about stepping out into the spotlight and up to the challenge, 
something every girl can do . 
 

Fiction 
• Beauty Is a Verb: The New Poetry of Disability, 2011 by Sheila Black (Editor), Jennifer Bartlett  

(Editor), Michael Northen (Editor). 
Beauty is a Verb is a ground-breaking anthology of disability poetry, essays on disability, and 
writings on the poetics of both. Crip Poetry. Disability Poetry. Poems with Disabilities. This is 
where poetry and disability intersect, overlap, collide and make peace. 

• Girl in the Blue Coat, 2016 by Monica Hesse  (Author). 
Amsterdam, 1943. Hanneke spends her days procuring and delivering sought-after black market 
goods to paying customers, her nights hiding the true nature of her work from her concerned 
parents, and every waking moment mourning her boyfriend, who was killed on the Dutch front 
lines when the Germans invaded. She likes to think of her illegal work as a small act of rebellion. 

• Kids Like Us, 2017 by Hilary Reyl  (Author). 
Martin is an American teen on the autism spectrum living in France with his mom and sister for 
the summer. He falls for a French girl who he thinks is a real-life incarnation of a character in his 
favorite book. Over time Martin comes to realize she is a real person and not a character in a 
novel while at the same time learning that love is not out of his reach just because he is autistic. 

• Marcelo in the Real World , 2009 by Francisco Stork (Author). 
Marcelo Sandoval hears music that nobody else can hear,  part of an autism-like condition that 
no doctor has been able to identify. But his father has never fully believed in the music or 
Marcelo's differences, and he challenges Marcelo to work in the mailroom of his law firm for the 
summer to join "the real world." 

• Rose Under Fire, 2013 by Elizabeth Wein (Author). 
While flying an Allied fighter plane from Paris to England, American ATA pilot and amateur 
poet, Rose Justice, is captured by the Nazis and sent to Ravensbrück, the notorious women's 
concentration camp. Trapped in horrific circumstances, Rose finds hope in the impossible 
through the loyalty, bravery and friendship of her fellow prisoners 

• The Three Questions, 2002 by Jon J. Muth  (Author). 
Young Nikolai is searching for the answers to his three questions: When is the best time to do 
things?  Who is the most important one? What is the right thing to do? 
But it is his own response to a stranger's cry for help that leads him directly to the answers he is 
looking for. The author has transformed a story by Leo Tolstoy into a timeless fable for readers 
of every age! 
 

Magazines, Journals, Miscellaneous  
• Sit With Us 



Teen-created social tool boosts lunchtime inclusion and community.  Download in your app 
store. 

• Social Story Creator Educators 
Create multimedia stories that help with social skills.  Download in your app store. 

• STOP!T 
Easy-to-use reporting tool helps kids report bullying, find adult help.  Download in your app 
store. 

 
Online Links 

• Bookshare: Unique digital library gives access to those with print disabilities. 
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/ 

• The Harry Potter Alliance 
Fan site promotes real-world heroics with activism for social justice. 
https://www.thehpalliance.org/ 

• Power Poetry 
Empowering online community honors teen poets. 
https://www.powerpoetry.org/ 

• This I Believe 
Long-running radio show, curriculum help students explore core values 
https://thisibelieve.org/ 

 
Background information for the Educator 

• Edutopia: Character Education 
Learn how to help children develop traits like initiative, perseverance, and empathy to be 
successful and contribute positively to their communities. 
https://www.edutopia.org/topic/character-education 

• Edutopia: Service Learning 
Here's a simple definition for service learning with details and resources for planning a unit. 
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/what-heck-service-learning-heather-wolpert-gawron 

• Principles of Character Education: Character is one of those terms everyone defines a little 
differently, and most of those definitions would be right. For us, character is the intentional effort 
of living out one’s core values and working on continuous growth through ethical and 
compassionate decision-making.  
https://www.character.org/character/ 
  


