
																																											

	

Civil Rights Writing Activity Ideas 
1. Have students journal about new information they learned or a new insight they gained after 
viewing any of the Civil Rights programs.  

2. Interview with “Your Favorite Civil Rights Figure”�--You will need two people for this 
activity. 

� a) Have students pick their favorite civil rights figure; b) Research facts about this 
person, and pick 10 – 15 questions you would ask them if you had the opportunity; c) Write 
answers to the interview questions as if you were the interviewee; d) One person should dress up 
as the civil rights figure, and the other will be the reporter asking the selected questions; e) 
Conduct the interview, and record; f) If multiple students are involved, you can add and question 
and answer session with the audience; g) Share your interview with friends, family, YouTube, 
and any other people who might enjoy it!  

3. Have students write about a conflict they may have faced during the Civil Rights era and how 
the conflict could have been solved.  

4. Local Jim Crow’s �a) Look up civil right laws passed in your state along with the dates when 
they were passed.�b) Look to see if you can find any Jim Crow laws ranging anywhere between 
the 1860’s and about 1970.�c) What was the impact of these laws on the black community.�d) 
What lingering effects of these laws do you see within your own community.�e) Are there any 
laws you think should be enacted within your community to help the process of true racial 
equality. � 

5. Have your student write a personalized letter to someone that lived during the Civil Rights 
era. � 

6. Compare and Contrast - Have children compare their previous understanding of what they 
thought it �would mean to be a black American in the 1940s, 50s and 60s with their view of that 
situation after watching these programs.�Things to consider include:�What surprised them the 
most? �What reinforced what they already believed?�What new insights have they gained about 
how the struggle for Civil Rights has affected their life? How do they view the legacy of the 
Civil Rights Movement?�How do they feel they can best carry on the goals and ideals of the 
movement? Have children share their thoughts in discussions, journal entries, or written reports. � 

7. Create Oral History - Many of the guests shared stories of their experiences as children. Ask 
your children to write a creative story of how they would have reacted in one of the situations 
they saw in these videos.  

8. Protest Music Through the Years - Blues musicians wrote and sang about what they observed 
in society and their experiences. Many other countries, cultures and time periods have also had 



protest music. Have older children find protest songs from a time period being studied. Have 
them compare and contrast songs from the Blues videos with the other songs they found through 
research.  

9. 14th Amendment - The 14th Amendment has often been called the Great Amendment. Why? 
Have children write about how it was it important in the Civil Rights Cases.  

10. Take a Stand or a Knee - Players in the NFL and other major league sports have chosen to 
kneel or not be present during the singing of the National Anthem. This form of protest has 
happened at other times. Have your children research Muhammad Ali’s stand against being 
drafted into the U.S. Army in 1967, Tommie Smith and John Carlos actions in the 1968 
Olympics or stand taken by the University of Wyoming’s Black Children should journal about 
the stand that was being taken and why, as well as the impacts on the person or team. Their 
reflections should note how these stories are similar and unique. Whether they feel the same 
about present day protests compared to older events. Why professional athletes take public 
stands on social issues.  

11. Advocate - Think about a social change you would like to see and research an athlete you 
feel would also support that change. Write a social media post, blog or letter or create a video 
explaining the importance of the change, why you think that athlete might agree and request that 
athlete also publicly support the issue.  
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