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Presentation/Speech Activity:  Biographical Speech 
 
Type of Teacher Tool: Small Group 
Targeted Grade Level(s): , 9-12 
Targeted Curriculum Areas:  Biography, Presentation Speech Activity 
 
Learning Objectives:  
The learner will: 

1. present a speech given by a historical figure, as that person. 
2. research biographies of important historical figures. 

3. research pictures and videos of the selected historical figure. 

Featured National Standards: 
1.  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of 
formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
2.  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.9 
Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 
understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 
 
Additional State and National Standards related to the content of our videos listed below for 
this lesson are also provided on the Educate.Today page where you find the video. 
 
Resources/Materials Needed: 
1.  Have the students watch the following videos on Educate.Today: 

Sample Video 44: Biography 4: Josephine Baker—More Than a Banana Skirt 
Sample Video 45: Biography 5: A Conversation with Paul Rusesabagina 
Biography 1: Wright Brothers Biography 
Resource Package 33: Biography 
Women in History: Josephine Baker–More Than A Banana Skirt 
Biography 5: A Conversation with Paul Rusesabagina 
Biography 4: Josephine Baker—More Than a Banana Skirt 
Biography 3: Five Phenomenal Women 

 2.  Have the students research other sources once the person is selected. 

Teacher Instructions: 
1.  After dividing the class into groups, have the student groups watch any combination of the 
above videos from Educate.Today. 
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2.  Have the student groups collaborate and select the person to be portrayed. 
3.  Have the students decide what roles each group member will play (script writer, costumer, 
performer, director, set designer). 
4.  Have the students develop a rehearsal calendar for script development, line memorization, 
set/costume construction and rehearsal. 
5.  Have the students present to the other groups the biographical speech of the person selected. 
 
Extension Activity Options: 
1.  Have the students present the biographical speech for a living history museum for other classes. 

Assessment/Evaluation Options: 
1.  Use the following evaluation sheet for the biographical speech: 

Use of primary and secondary sources 1-10 

Accuracy of setting created                        1-10 

Accuracy of costume and makeup             1-10 

Delivery of the speech                               1-10 

Portrayal of the person                              1-10 

 
 

 


