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The Environment Resource Package 

Independent Research Activity Ideas and Lesson Plans 

Area 1:  Activity Ideas 
This is a sampling of ideas; additional activity ideas are available with the teacher tools included 
with individual videos in this resource package. 

! Research how much water it takes to manufacture a cotton t-shirt (or other product).  
Research alternatives to the product that might help conserve water.   Prepare a report 
with what has been learned. 

 
! Choose 15-20 words about taking care of the environment.  Define and describe them 

explaining why you chose them as important.  Make a booklet or pamphlet.  To help you 
brainstorm ideas or learn more about issues related to the environment, check out our 
Educate.Today videos available using the keyword “environment.” 

 
! Pick a product that is known to not be environmentally friendly (ideas:  plastic 

silverware, sunscreen disposable batteries, Styrofoam, disposable razors, etc.).  Research 
the harm caused by the product and compare that harm to the benefits the product 
provides.  Research some alternatives to the product.  Write a report or create a speech or 
PowerPoint presentation that explains the concern with the product and an alternative that 
you think may encourage others to use.  To see an example of what other students have 
done to deal with an environmental problem of their choice, check out the following 
Educate Today videos:  Invention-9, Invention-10, Invention-11, and Invention-12.  

 
! Research an environmentalist (examples:  John Muir, Rachel Carson, Edward Abbey, 

Aldo Leopold, Julia Hill, Theodore Roosevelt, Wangari Maathai, and Henry David 
Thoreau).  Describe his/her ideas and theories in a written report, speech, or PowerPoint 
presentation. 

 
! Pair off with a partner to research both sides of an environmental issue.  Write a short 

report with facts and opinions on the one side and another giving facts and opinions for 
the other side.   Then select the side each of you wants to defend and debate the issue for 
the class. 

 

Area 2:  Lesson Plans 
A sampling of lesson plans will be added to this document soon.  Additional activity lesson plans 
are available with the teacher tools included with individual videos in this resource package. 


