
 
 

STEAM Activity:  Good Bye Plastic Bags 
 
Type of Teacher Tool:  Small Group 
Targeted Grade Level(s): 3-8 
Targeted Curriculum Areas:  Environment 
 
Learning Objectives:  
The learner will: 
1.  discover the problems with plastic bags for the environment. 
2.  design an idea to help the school/community reduce the use of plastic bags and plastic. 
 
Featured National Standards: 
1.  5-ESS3-1. Obtain and combine information about ways individual communities use science ideas to 
protect the Earth’s resources and environment. 
 
2.  RI.5.7 Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate 
an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently. (5-ESS3-1) 
 
3.  MP.2 Reason abstractly and quantitatively. (5-ESS3-1) 
 
4. National Core Arts Standard Visual Art--VA:Cr2.3.7a 
Apply visual organizational strategies to design and produce a work of art, design, or media that 
clearly communicates information. 
 
Additional State and National Standards related to the content of our videos listed below 
for this lesson are also provided on the Educate.Today page where you find the video. 
 
Resources/Materials Needed: 

1. Environment 51:  What can we do to reduce stores using plastic bags. 
2. Environment 68:  Repurpose Your Waste and Help the Environment 
3. One Plastic Bag:  Isatou Ceesay the  Recycling Women of the Gambia by Miranda 

 
Teacher Instructions: 

1. List in your group how many times in a day all the times you use plastic.  Multiply that 
by how many people are in the group.  Discuss the problem for the environment this 
might cause. 

2. Read One Plastic Bag and watch Environment 51 and Environment 68. 
3. Research what the plastic does to the land and oceans and how long it takes to 

decompose.  Research how many are recycled and how they are recycled. 
4. Brainstorm different ideas to reduce the use of plastic bags or other plastics. 



5. Choose one idea then design a poster that champions recycling plastic bags in your 
school. 

6. Place plastic bag recycling bins in the school cafeteria. 

7. Put up the posters throughout the school and announce the start of a recycling campaign. 

Assessment/Evaluation Options: 

1.  Each week count the number of plastic bags that are recycled from the bins. After one 
month put the totals on the posters hanging in the school.  Challenge the students to 
increase the number the following month. 
 

2. Rank the poster 1-10 (10 being best) on the following: 
 
Impact  of color                     1-10 
Impact of print media used     1-10 
Visual balance                        1-10 
Visual use of  line  1-10   

	


