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Career Exploration Activity:  Precious Metals 
 
Type of Teacher Tool: Whole Class, Individual/Differentiation 
Targeted Grade Level(s): 9-12 
Targeted Curriculum Areas:  Visual Arts: Metalsmithing, Art as a Career Choice 
 
The student will gain a basic understanding of the art of metalsmithing and design with a brief 
introduction to the realities of making a living as an artist.  Prior instruction in working with metal 
tools is preferred. 
 
Learning Objectives:  
The learner will: 

1. Identify metalsmith techniques and different types of material suited for small work such as 
jewelry. 

2. Design a small piece using inspiration from personal photos and/or objects. 
3. Create a small piece showing knowledge of metal techniques. 
4. Create an Artist’s Statement to go with their work. 

 
Featured National Standards: 
1. National Coalition for Core Arts Standard 

Creating: Conceiving and developing new artistic ideas and work. 
Anchor Standard #1. Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 
Anchor Standard #2. Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. 
Anchor Standard #3. Refine and complete artistic work. 

2. National Alliance for Secondary Education and Transition 
2.2 Academic and non-academic courses and programs include integrated career 
development activities. 
2.2.1 Schools offer broad career curricula that allow youth to organize and select academic, 
career, and/or technical courses based on their career interests and goals. 

 
Resources/Materials Needed: 

1. Videos from Educate.Today 
• Visual Arts 48: What Advice Would You Give Student Artists Who Want to Make Art 

Their Career? Artist Lonnie Powell Responds 
• Visual Arts 58: What Advice Would You Give Student Artists Who Want to Make Art 

Their Career? Artists Cameron Fuller, Sarah Frost, and Martin Brief Respond 
• Visual Arts 65: Meet the Artist–Robert Longyear 
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• Visual Arts 68: What Advice Would You Give Student Artists Who Want to Make Art 
Their Career? Metals Artist Michael Gleason Responds 

• Visual Arts 69: Meet the Artist–Mark Winter 
• Visual Arts 122: Meet the Artist–Roxy Lentz 
• Visual Arts 140: Meet the Artist–Alice and Jack McLean 
• Visual Arts 151: My Process for Working with Copper 
• Visual Arts 185: Developing My Brand and Selling My Jewelry 

2. Paper and pencil for sketching 
3. Metal work tools: shears, pliers, saws, dapping block, hammers, tweezers, solder, torches…  
4. A selection of metals, wire, and discarded objects.  Encourage students to begin collecting 

items that ‘speak’ to them. 
5. Reference books for various metal techniques. 
6. Books or websites with art samples. 
7. Examples of Artist Statements and portfolios. 

 
Teacher Instructions: 

1. Set engagement for the lesson by showing videos Visual Arts-65, Visual Arts-69, Visual 
Arts-122, Visual Arts-140, Visual Arts-151, and Visual Arts-185 depicting artists talking 
about how they work and what inspires them.  Give students time to brainstorm any ideas or 
record inspirations they had with the films. 

2. Explain to students that they will be thinking as artists and entrepreneurs with this project.  
They will have time to sketch using photos or images as inspiration and they will begin to 
formulate ideas.  Stress that this part is not graded, creation is usually a multistep process 
with many revisions. 

3. Give students a list of requirements, or a rubric that show what they are expected to do.  It 
can include things like bending metal, joining metal, design principles – anything that is 
your focus in this experience. 

4. At some point during the creation experience, take a break by showing videos Visual Arts-
48, Visual Arts-58, and Visual Arts-68.  Explain that you will be requiring an artist’s 
statement to go with their work.  Give examples if needed. 

5. Present a rubric for the artist’s statement as they near completion.   
6. Display student work with their statements. 

 
Extension Activity: 

1. Conduct an artists walk with other classes and media choices. 
2. A second project focusing on a new technique. 

 
Assessment/Evaluation Option 

1. Checklist or rubric with your expectations of the project.  It can include a grading scale. 
2. Completion of the Artist’s Statement in a neat, displayable document. 
3. If desired, have the students critique each other’s work and discuss the feedback they 

receive.  They could also write an essay on what they would do differently based on 
feedback. 

 


