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What It’s Like to Run Your Own Business 
Expert:  Doug Kennedy, Small Business Owner 

 
Targeted Grade Levels:  Grades 6 through 12 would probably benefit the most. 
 
Availability:  Program requests must be made at least two weeks prior to your desired date. When 
enrolling, please let us know several possible dates and times you'd like to schedule your 
interaction. 
 
Program Description: 
If you would like your students to start on the path of entrepreneurship, to begin preparing for 
starting and owning their own businesses or flourishing within a corporate environment, then this 
is the program for you.  Doug Kennedy’s review is related to entrepreneurial opportunities and the 
many lessons that can be taken from each job you have.  Much of success has to do with attitude, 
willingness to learn along the way, ability to learn from mistakes and failures and understanding 
that initial success may not last.  These personal reflections into the importance of learning from 
both the successes and, yes, the failures, in business add to his message. 
 
The program's conversation will be guided entirely by the topics you wish Doug to address and the 
questions your students want him to answer.  For example, if you have middle school students who 
send topics and questions focusing on the differences between an entrepreneur and a business 
owner, then that will be the direction of your interaction; if your students are in high school and 
want to focus on more specific aspects of becoming an entrepreneur or business owner, then that 
will be the direction of your interaction.  Your topic preferences and advance questions are due to 
us no less than three days prior to your scheduled interaction.  
 
Program Objectives:  
Participants will: 

1. learn and understand the impact of business people and entrepreneurs on economic and 
workforce development as well as philanthropy. 
2. understand the reality of career pursuits. 
3. learn the top skills and the characteristics of business people and entrepreneurs. 
4. reflect on what is needed for individuals to become successful business persons and 
entrepreneurs. 
 
Program Format:  
Introduction: Doug will provide an overview of his careers. 
 
Body of Program: Doug will discuss the importance of early family and community support 
during the school years and continued counsel from respected individuals within the family, 
community or business during the working years. These are looked at from individual faith, moral 
compass and multi-cultural experiences perspectives.  
 
He will emphasize the necessity of seeking out opportunities that bring growth through schooling, 
whether it be traditional studies or extracurricular activities such as sports or creative arts, 
community involvement and a diversity of multicultural experiences, in local, national and world 
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communities.  
 
He will explore the trials and tribulations of his pursuits, because he knows that is important for the 
students to understand that recovery from failures is a key aspect of long-term success and 
satisfaction with one’s self.  
 
Conclusion: Doug will do a quick wrap up, reemphasizing important points and take final 
questions. 
 
Cost and Payment:  $110—Payment may be made via credit card or school district purchase 
order.  Payment must be received prior to the scheduled program date.   
 
How To Connect for the Program:  

1. Via h.323 Videoconference 
2. Via Skype, Zoom, or other similar desktop videoconference software 

When you enroll for the program, please let us know your preferred method of connection.  
 
To Enroll:  Enrollment can occur in any of the following ways: 

1. Go to our web page for the promo video for this program on our Educate.Today website at 
https://educate.today/edvideos/point-to-point-18-what-its-like-to-run-your-own-business/ 
and enroll via the link provided on the page. 

2. E-mail us at info@educate.today and put “Enrolling for Cell Phone Photography and 
Science“ in the title of the e-mail.   Please include your contact information in the e-mail 
and at least three proposed dates and times for your interaction.  
 

We will respond to either method of enrollment to finalize a scheduled date for your interaction, 
make sure you have all program preparatory materials, and handle technical details for your 
method of connection including test calls. 
 
Cancellation Policy:  Once a date and time has been scheduled for your interaction, you can 
cancel or reschedule without penalty within 24 hours.  After 24 hours and up to 7 days before your 
scheduled program, we’ll refund 50% of your original fee. Within 7 days of the scheduled date, we 
do not offer a refund.   Should an uncontrollable emergency occur (i.e.:  snow day, etc.), we will 
work with you to reschedule the program for a new date and time but should that prove impossible, 
we will refund 50% of your original fee.  Should our program expert or other circumstance force a 
cancellation on our end from your original date, we will work with you to reschedule the program 
for a new date and time that works for you, or we will refund your purchase in full. 
 
Featured National Standards:   
National/Common Core Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1 
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.A 
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 
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stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.B 
Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal 
consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, 
and individual roles as needed. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.C 
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to 
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, 
or challenge ideas and conclusions. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.D 
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, 
and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new 
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.2 
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.3 
Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any 
fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence. 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4 
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style 
are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.5 
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) 
in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. (See grades 9-10 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific 
expectations.) 
 


