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Presentation/Speech Activity:  What the First Amendment Means to Me 
 
Type of Teacher Tool:  Individual/Differentiation 
Targeted Grade Level(s):  7-12 
Targeted Curriculum Areas:  Social Studies, Speech/Oral Communication 
 
Learning Objectives:  
The learner will: 

1. create a presentation outlining what a specific element of the First Amendment means to 
them and/or others they have interviewed. 

2. write a script for their presentation incorporating elements of appropriate structure, tone, 
vocabulary and audience engagement. 

3. practice oral and/or video presentation skills. 
 
Featured National Standards: 
Common Core State Standards Initiative—English Language Arts Standards  
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening 
1.  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2 
Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 
2.  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.4 
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
3.  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of 
formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 
Additional State and National Standards related to the content of our videos listed below for 
this lesson are also provided on the Educate.Today page where you find the video. 
 
Resources/Materials Needed:   

1. First Amendment 28:  Making Meaning of the First Amendment—Freedom of Press 
2. First Amendment 43:  Making Meaning of the First Amendment—Freedom of Speech 
3. First Amendment 50:  Making Meaning of the First Amendment—Freedom of Assembly 

and Petition 
4. First Amendment 63:  Making Meaning of the First Amendment—Freedom of Religion 
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Teacher Instructions:  
1. Have students choose one of the specific rights expressed in the First Amendment to be the 

focus of their presentation. 
2. Have students view the Educate.Today video listed above that applies to the right they 

chose.  
3. Based on information students learn in the video and any additional research of their own, 

have them develop a presentation based on any combination of the following: 
a. What freedom of (press, speech, religion, assembly, petition) means to me. 
b. What freedom of (press, speech, religion, assembly, petition) means to others 

(students interview individuals to gather their data). 
c. A presentation explaining how freedom of (press, speech, religion, assembly, 

petition) issues/events have affected/could affect them. 
d. How their community/school has been involved in a freedom of (press, speech, 

religion, assembly, petition) issue/event describing what occurred, how it was 
resolved, etc. 

e. Pair up with another student and debate or present “point/counterpoint” arguments 
on specific issues/events/court cases related to the freedom of their choice (press, 
speech, religion, assembly, petition) 

4. Presentation should include a combination of information presented orally as well as 
through images and/or videos. 

5. Length of presentation can be determined by the teacher. 
 
Extension Activity Options: 
      1.  Have students present to other classes also studying the First Amendment. 
 
Assessment/Evaluation Options: 
     1.  Evaluate the presentation on clarity of positions expressed, accuracy of positions expressed, 
tone, style, effectiveness, and audience engagement. 
     2.   Have students complete a self-evaluation. 
     3.   Have students evaluate each other’s presentation. 
 


