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Independent Research Activity—Entrepreneurship 
 

Type of Teacher Tool: Individual/Differentiation 

Targeted Grade Level(s): 6-8 

Targeted Curriculum Areas:  Economics and Writing 

Learning Objectives:  

The learner will: 
1. study and identify the characteristics of entrepreneurship and the risks and returns of 

entrepreneurship. 
2. Write an informative text describing entrepreneurship. 

 
Featured National Standards: 

1. National Standards in Economics –Standard 14: 
Students will understand that Entrepreneurs take on the calculated risk of starting new 
businesses, either by embarking on new ventures similar to existing ones or by 
introducing new innovations.  Entrepreneurial innovation is an important source of 
economic growth. 

2. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.2: 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

3. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.9: 
Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 
understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

 

Additional State and National Standards related to the content of our videos listed below 
for this lesson are also provided on the Educate.Today page where you find the video. 

Resources/Materials Needed: 

1. Economics 1:  Explore! Economics 
2. Economics 11:  What is Entrepreneurship? 
3. Careers 12:  Tips on Seeking Advice to Help You Start Your Own Business 
4. Careers 11:  The Challenges of Starting My Own Business 
5. Internet websites/books for research 
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Teacher Instructions: 

1. Have students view the videos above, all of which include a discussion of 
entrepreneurship and interviews with entrepreneurs. 

2. After viewing the videos, have students brainstorm entrepreneurs they know and, in 
combination with what they know about those people and what they learned from the 
videos, discuss what an entrepreneur is. 

3. Have students return to any of the videos from the above list to watch again and use them 
in combination with additional research they begin on the characteristics of 
entrepreneurship.  In the process of their research, students should:   

a.  identify the risks and benefits of entrepreneurship. 

b. find  examples of successful entrepreneurs and information describing their successes 
and failures. 

4. As a result of their research, have students create an informative written piece organizing 
the information they have found. 
 

Extension Activity Options: 

1. Create a slide show of entrepreneurs and their successes. 
 

Assessment/Evaluation Options: 

1. Students should produce an informative piece that describes characteristics of 
entrepreneurs, risks and benefits, successes and failures. 

2. Students should write clearly and accurately with organized information. 
 

 

 


