
Conducting a Poll Student Worksheet

Name _______________________

Instructions:  For this activity, you will conduct a poll with different people asking for their

response to questions you have created on a specific topic.  You will work with your teacher and

classmates to create a five question poll on a topic related to dogs.  Together you will determine

the questions, conduct the research, tally the results, and report the results of your research.  To

conduct your poll, you will need to:

1. Determine the topic you want to know about and the people you need to ask to find that

information out.  For example, do you want to know how many of your schoolmates own

a dog and the kinds of dogs they own?  Or would you rather find out how about how

peoples’ dogs act or the tricks they can do?  Or do you want to know something else

entirely?  Do you want to ask your classmates or schoolmates to get their answers or do

you want to ask teachers and parents instead or in addition?  You’ll also need to think

about how many people you want to ask to get the best results possible in the amount of

time you have to conduct your poll.  Once you have determined what you want to know,

whom you want to ask, and how many people you want to ask, write that information

down in the section below then go on to step 2.

The Topic of My Poll Is:

The People I Will Ask Are:

The Number of People I Will Ask Is:

2. Determine the five questions you want to ask—What is it you would like to find out

about what people think of dogs? Would you like to know what kind of dog they own?

Would you like to know why they own a dog?  Would you like to know the tricks their

dog can perform?  Would you like to know how many dogs they own? You will

brainstorm lots of ideas as you determine the five questions you most want to know

about.  Once you have determined the five questions you want to ask about, write a rough

draft of each in the section below, then go on to step 3.

My Five Rough Draft Questions Are:



3. What is the best way to ask the question?   As you know, there are many ways to ask a

question.  For a poll, you want to ask the question in an objective way, and you also want

to think about how you want to receive the answers to the question.  For example, you

could ask the question in an open-ended way:  “What kind of dog do you own?”  With

this type of question, people would give you a short answer of their own.  You can also

ask questions in a close-ended way where you give people choices about their answer.

For example, you could ask:  Do you own a dog?  This question would give people the

close-ended choice to answer yes or no.  Another example, would be:  If you do own a

dog, which of the following reasons is the one that best describes why you own a dog?

A) He makes me happy.  B)  He protects me.  C) He showed up at my house one day and

adopted me.  D) Other (and you have them give you that reason).  Now take your rough

draft questions above and see if you want to change the wording of any of them.  Once

you have determined the final wording for each of your questions, write them in the

section below, then go on to step 4.  Be sure to number each question.

My Final Five Questions Are:



4. Determine the order of your questions.  Do you need to know certain information first

from the person before asking them another question?  If so, think about that as you

determine the order of your questions.  For example, before asking them what kind of

dog they own would you need to ask them if they own a dog?  Look at your final

questions and decide what you think is the best order to ask them in.  If that order is

different than what you have written in the section above, write the new order in the

section below then go on to step 5.  You do not need to rewrite the entire question, just

use the numbers you have in the section above and put them in your final order in the

section below.

Final Order of My Questions:

5. Conduct your research.  You can choose to ask your poll questions of people face to face

or you could give them a sheet to fill out or you could send them the survey via e-mail.

You, your teacher, and your classmates will determine the way you want to conduct your

research and then go out and do it.  Create a clean copy of your questions on a separate

sheet of paper if you need to.  Once you’ve conducted your research, it’s on to step 6.

6. Tally your results.  Once you have completed your poll, tally up the results of each

question.  You should tally up your results both in terms of real numbers and percentages.

For example, let’s say 50 people answered the first question on your poll, “Do you own a

dog?”  The results in terms of real numbers were 36 people said “yes” and 14 people said

“no.”  The results in percentages would be to take those real numbers and divide them by

the amount of people asked.  That would give you the following results:  36 “yes”

answers divided by 50 people equals 72% and 14 “no answers” divided by 50 people

equals 28%.  You could also break the results down even more if you like.  For example,

how many of the “yes” answers came from boys and  how many from girls?  What about

the age of the person?  You, your classmates, and your teacher can determine how you

want to tally the results.  Once you get those final results, record them on separate sheet

of paper or on a computer and move on to step 7.

7. Report the results of your research.  Now that your results are tallied, you need to let

others know the results.  There are many ways you can present your results. You could

give an oral report.  You could write a report.  You could create a presentation using

PowerPoint or a similar software.  Along with your teacher and classmate determine how

you want to report your results.  Once you’ve determined the type of report you are

giving, go ahead and complete it by including the data you received from your poll.  As

you provide the results to each of your five questions, be sure to think also about how you

want to present that specific information in your report.  Do you want to give it as real

numbers printed out, do you want to use visual methods such as bar graphs or pie charts,

or do you want to do a combination of both?  Work with your teacher and classmates to

make those decisions, and then you’re ready to create and present your final results

report.


