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Dear Friends,
This has been a memorable year! In September, Young Audiences of Northeast Ohio changed its name to the 
Center for Arts-Inspired Learning! As the region’s oldest and largest arts-in-education organization, we made this 
shift in our name after careful thought and deliberation to reflect our mission, our programs today, and our services 
to the community. 

The Center for Arts-Inspired Learning remains a resource and partner to schools and organizations committed to 
using the arts to improve teaching and learning. This past year, while we continued to work in hundreds of schools, 
our programming expanded beyond the school day into after-school sites, community centers, hospitals and the 
juvenile justice system. We renewed our commitment to promote and advocate for the belief that the arts are a 
crucial part of every child’s education and development. 

Through the efforts of a high-qualified and dedicated staff and an amazing roster of teaching artists, this past year 
saw the creation of new programs and opportunities for young people to succeed. We used the digital arts of game 
design, animation, and digital storytelling to help this generation of learners connect with the curriculum. We 
expanded our parent-child engagement offerings to provide quality time and experiences through the arts. Both of 
our signature programs –Arts for Learning and ArtWorks – grew. Arts for Learning Literacy Lessons focused on early 
learners to ensure that they are ready to read for elementary school. ArtWorks, our award winning arts-based job 
and college-readiness program, operated year-round to help prepare 200 teens for college and the workplace. 
ArtWorks is now being replicated in the Young Audiences network.  

None of this would have been possible without the commitment and hard work of our Board of Directors. Their 
active participation and dedication to our mission made it possible for us to reach more than 220,000 young 
people through 8,000 programs during the past 12 months!

Our organization truly is at the center of the arts-inspired learning that is so critical to our children’s development. 
Our new name now reflects our direction and focus, and we are poised for continued growth and a bright future. 
Thank you for your support of our children through the arts.

Best wishes,

Marsha Dobrzynski
Executive Director, 
Center for Arts-Inspired Learning 
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The Center for Arts-Inspired Learning (formerly Young Audiences  
of Northeast Ohio) enriches the lives of children and promotes  
creative learning by uniting arts and education.

CAl’S
MISSIoN



IN the Cl ASSRooM

Ms. Melissa Friedman and her 5th grade students embarked on an arts integration partnership with CAL this past 
spring. Jimmie Woody (theater), Desmond Davis (dance),and Wendy Mahon (visual arts), and Melissa’s 5th grade 
class all read the same novel. The students then rewrote the ending as a class and worked together to perform a new 
ending with Jimmie, created a survival dance with Desmond, and worked with Wendy to create a mural at a local 
senior living home. Melissa was able to “see a different side of my students that I do not get to see as a teacher inside 
the classroom. I think the kids realized that they can learn wherever they are--not just in the four walls of a classroom 
sitting at a desk listening to someone speak to them.”

And for the artists that worked there, it was an ideal space to encourage learning through and in the arts. According 
to Jimmie Woody, the experience at Chapman Elementary showed him “how arts and education fused programs 
make a difference in the lives of students, educators and administrators. It gave me great joy to see parents engaged 
and moved by their children’s performances.” 

Melissa has a few words of advice for her colleagues based on this experience: “I think that we as teachers need to 
incorporate ALL subjects in order to make the learning more permanent and meaningful for the kids.”

ARtS INtegRAtIoN IN ACtIoN:

Learning a survival dance
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            In this head is a lot of pain. In this 
         head there is a lot of game. In this head 
       it’s a lot of problems. In this head there’s 
      stuff nobody can understand.

      In these hands there are very strong things
       Positive things and negative things. And
         these hands can fix stuff. In these
           hands it’s a hand full. In these hands
              there is power. 

                  In this heart there is a loving and
                       caring person. In this heart it is
                             very dark. In this heart it’s 
                                   very far apart. In this heart 
                                           it hurts like a dart.

Poem from one of the 
teen participants:

 Beautifying Quincy Garden 

ArtWorks Dance Co-Op

JUveNIle JUStICe CeNteR 
Two new projects this year emerged with the Juvenile Justice Center, 
both designed to build socio-emotional and decision making skills. 
First, youth participated in poetry exercises with Professional 
Teaching Artist Carla Thompson once a week for 10 weeks, focusing 
on being comfortable with themselves, with their feelings, and their 
words. Once this project finished up, 30 students participating in 
Community Service worked with Professional Teaching Artist 
Melinda Placko at Quincy Garden to colorize the gates and install 
aluminum panels with their ideas. Thanks to Partnership for Safer 
Cleveland and Renaissance Fairfax Development Corp for helping 
to make this partnership possible.

ARt WoRkS 

ArtWorks is an award-winning arts-based job and college readiness program for students in Grades 10-12. Students 
are hired to work under the guidance of a master teaching artist, who mentors students in an art form while teaching 
them 21st century skills that transfer to any workplace or college, such as time management, financial literacy, 
professional communication, problem solving, critical thinking...and more. 

Carmen Callahan, an ArtWorks alumnus who worked in the poetry co-op for the past two years, is currently a 12th 
grade student at St. Martin De Porres High School. She has worked with two different master teaching artists, which 
has enabled her to “learn a variety of different writing styles, techniques, and tips of the trade.”

But ArtWorks is even more than learning the art form. Because of ArtWorks, Carmen has become interested in 
launching a “nonprofit for teens my age to have a space to express themselves in all art forms.” Carmen, we can’t 
wait to see where life takes you!
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RAINBoW BABIeS 

2013 marks the 10th anniversary that our 
professional teaching artists have worked with 
patients at University Hospitals’ Rainbow Babies. 
Thanks to the Jennifer Ferchill Foundation, 
children and teens are able to participate in 
visual art. They are able to utilize the arts to 
provide a creative outlet for their feelings and 
ensure that they have time in their day to be kids. 

Jim Gill, professional teaching artist, is a longtime 
Rainbow Babies “beside artist.” With older 
patients, he turns their abstract shapes into a 
cartoon. With younger patients, he often creates 
an illustration with a cartoon character holding 
a banner with the child’s name. 

“Many of the drawings have been taken home and framed or hung up in the child’s room,” Jim told us. “They are 
nearly always hung up in the hospital room, which is why so many staff members, nurses and doctors alike, have 
expressed gratitude for the visits. As they like to say, ‘You leave a wonderful paper trail!’”

DIgItAl gAMe DeSIgN 
Teaching artist Carol Lynn Mitchell trained at at the College of Laguna Game 
Design Department as part of a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts 
and with partnership from national Young Audiences, Inc. Mitchell then trained 
additional roster artists so that together, artists could help 320 students create 
their own digital character based on literature in students’ English Language Arts 
or Social Studies curricula.

These elementary and high-school students (from the Communion of Saints 
School and Cleveland Heights High School in Cleveland Heights; Cleveland 

School of the Arts and Wade Park Elementary in Cleveland; and Sheffield Middle 
in Sheffield, Lorain County) learned how to construct the storyboard and graphics 
needed to make required literature come to life digitally, creating a story that 
they most likely will never forget! 

Digital Storytelling

“their energy and 
attentiveness really
changed when we found 
that one character they all 
could identify with. then, they 
really focused on putting what 
they already knew into the 
design process of creating a 
game.” Carol lynn mitchell 
said, following a digital 
game design residency at 
Wade park elementary. 
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Rainbow Babies sample drawing. Credit: Jim Gill



StAteMeNt of ACtIvItIeS AND 
ChANgeS IN Net ASSetS 
(YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2013)

ReveNUe AND SUppoRt
Fees and contributions
   for school programs $  488,923 $            -0- $            -0- $  488,923
Grants and contributions 376,685 904,508 147,150 1,428,343
Special events
   Corporate Contributions -0- -0- -0- -0-
Interest and dividend income 15,498 2,166 -0- 17,664
Net realized and unrealized 
   gain (loss) on investments 48,642 7,507 -0- 56,149
Contributed services and 
   materials 58,030 -0- -0- 58,030
Miscellaneous receipts 14,431 4,509 -0- 18,940

Total revenue and support 1,002,209 918,690 147,150 2,068,049

Net assets released 
   from restriction 1,122,898 (1,122,898) -0- -0-
 2,125,107 (204,208) 147,150 2,068,049
expenses

Program services:
Art is Education 375,110 -0- -0- 375,110
ArtWorks 578,881 -0- -0- 578,881
School programs 695,761 -0- -0- 695,761
Other  102,749 -0- -0- 102,749
Total program services 1,752,501 -0- -0- 1,752,501

Supporting services:
Management and 
   administrative 223,124 -0- -0- 223,124
Fundraising 181,341 -0- -0- 181,341
Total supporting services 404,465 -0- -0- 404,465
 
Total expenses 2,156,966 -0- -0- S/B 2,156,966

CHANGES IN 
NET ASSETS (     31,859) (   204,208) 147,150 S/B (89,917)

Net assets, beginning of 
year, as previously reported 929,473 1,097,241 229,178 2,255,892

Reclassification 350,000 (   350,000) -0- -0-

Net assets, beginning of 
year, as reclassified 1,279,473 747,241 229,178 2,255,892

Net ASSetS, 
eND of yeAR     $1,247,614 $  543,033 $  376,328 $2,166,975

Unrestricted
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Restricted

Permanently 
Restricted

2013 
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thANk yoU!
Thank you to our community partners, donors, Board, Staff, and volunteers for helping change lives through the 
arts. We couldn’t do it without you!

{Click here for a list of Donors}
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StAff

The Center for Arts-Inspired Learning (formerly Young Audiences of Northeast Ohio) enriches the lives of children 
and promotes creative learning by uniting arts and education. Organized in 1953, the Center for Arts-Inspired 
Learning is the only multi-arts resource for schools and communities in the region whose primary purpose is to make 
learning through the arts an essential part of young people’s education. Programs take place in public, private, and 
parochial schools as well as libraries, hospitals and other civic spaces, reaching nearly 220,000 young people 
each year. 

For more information, click here or call 216-561-5005.

Arts Inspire. Arts Change Lives.

Support the Center for Arts-Inspired Learning. 

ABoUt the CeNteR foR 
ARtS-INSpIReD leARNINg

http://www.arts-inspiredlearning.org/who/donors.html
http://www.arts-inspiredlearning.org/
http://www.arts-inspiredlearning.org/donate

