
"Christmas is a time for changing and forgiving. Just like the
seasons, we must pass through the death of winter to welcome

the birth of spring."
-Ixchel, Spirit of Christmas Past

Last night I was lucky enough to be in the rehearsal room for a run of A Xmas Cuento
Remix. As I sat in the audience—about to burst with joy during a group dance number

in one moment, weeping at a tender display of raw, honest, relatable emotion and what

it means to be human in the next, to giggling at the sassy spirits or Abuelo Chapa's

playful, yet wise demeanor—I was swept away with these thoughts: the holidays are
an opportunity to open, to soften, to forgive each other, to let people in and risk
loving.

Maya Malan-Gonzalez's modern-day take on A Christmas Carol is full of heart, and is

simultaneously jam-packed with laughs, comical characters, dancing, rocking
remixes of traditional holiday tunes (accompanied by a live 4-piece band), and the

warmth and joy of the holiday season.

And this version of Dickens' classic tale is led by women. In A Xmas Cuento
Remix, the infamous Scrooge is Dolores Avara, a business owner who sincerely

believes the holidays are a hoax; Bob Cratchit/Scrooge's nephew Fred is Dolores'

niece, Anita Chapa, whose family is facing eviction; Jacob Marley is Dolores'

estranged sister, Elena; and the spirits who help Dolores forgive, reunite with
family, and remember her roots, are all women (scroll down to read more about the

spirits). A chorus of magical, opinionated, elf-on-the-shelf-esque carolers carry us

through the story, commenting as the action unfolds onstage.

We hope you'll join us for this fresh take on a classic tale of forgiveness,
redemption, and remembering the importance of love, family, and
kindness during the holiday season, and every day of the year.

Adrien Brizzolara
CPT Audience Engagement & Social Media Manager

Pictured (from left): Christina Patterson, Tania Benites, Blanca Iris García Rivera Salva, Mónica A. Cerpa Zúñiga. Photo by
Steve Wagner.

Clockwise from top left: Selena Awesome Vicarío, Brett DiCello, Blanca Iris García Rivera Salva, Tania Benites, Christina
Patterson, Andrew Aaron Valdez+, Gil Peña, Anthony "TonyFresh" Velez, Mónica A. Cerpa Zúñiga, Valerie A. Mathis, Hillary

Wheelock, Angel Luis Centeno. Photo by Steve Wagner.

Teatro Público de Cleveland & Cleveland Public Theatre present

A Xmas Cuento Remix
By Maya Malan-Gonzalez

Composition & Arrangements by Emiliano Valdez & Daniel
Valdez

Directed by Holly Holsinger

December 5 - 21
7:00pm (Thu/Fri/Sat*) and 3:00pm (Sun),
CPT's James Levin Theatre. Previews
December 5.
Opening Night is December 6.
*The performance on Saturday 12/21 is at
3:00pm.

¡Este no es el cuento navideño de la abuela!
Teatro Público de Cleveland blows the roof off

with this Latino culture and modern music-

infused take on Dickens' classic Christmas

tale. Performed in English and Spanish.

Tickets: $15 - 35

Matinees are "Family Days" with $10 tickets for youth under 18.

Content Warning:
Like Charles Dickens' original story, A Xmas Cuento Remix contains

depictions of the oppression, violence, and suffering caused by
classism and poverty. This production also addresses racism. For

details or additional content, please contact the Box Office at
216.631.2727 x501 or by emailing boxoffice@cptonline.org.

A National New Play Network Rolling World Premiere with Milagro
Theatre and 16th Street Theater

Clockwise from top left: Tania Benites, Christina Patterson, Blanca Iris García Rivera Salva, Mónica A. Cerpa Zúñiga. Photo by
Steve Wagner.

The Cast:
Tania Benites, Angel Luis Centeno, Mónica A. Cerpa Zúñiga, Brett DiCello,

Valerie A. Mathis, Christina Patterson, Gil Peña, Blanca Iris García Rivera Salva,
Andrew Aaron Valdez+, Anthony "TonyFresh" Velez, Selena Awesome Vicarío,

Hillary Wheelock

The Creative Production Team:
Raymond Bobgan – Producer
Faye Hargate – Line Producer

Maria DiDonato – Music Director
Lilly Corona Moreno – Dramaturg & Assistant Director

Anthony "TonyFresh" Velez – Choreographer
Jesse Reagan Hernon – Stage Manager

Sylka Edmondson – Assistant Stage Manager
Aaron Benson+ – Scenic Designer

Inda Blatch-Geib – Costume Designer
Richard Ingraham – Sound Designer

Jonathan "Johnny V" Velez – Sound Operator
Jeremy Paul – Lighting Designer

Musicians: Maria DiDonato (Piano), Tim Miller (Percussion), Joseph Rangel
(Guitar), Kevin Thompson (Bass)

+2019/2020 Premiere Fellow.

From left: Anthony "TonyFresh" Velez, Mónica A. Cerpa Zúñiga. Photo by Steve Wagner.

Joaquin's Coquito
A Xmas Cuento Remix specialty cocktail

In A Xmas Cuento Remix, Dolores Avara

is the miserly, holiday-hating, cold-hearted

real estate owner and proprietor of D's

Pub. Serving up drinks at D's Pub is the

fabulous and charming bartender Joaquin,

and at every performance of A Xmas
Cuento Remix, you can indulge in his

specialty holiday cocktail, Joaquin's
Coquito! A luxurious blend of coconut milk, coconut cream, sweetened
condensed milk, spices, and rum, Joaquin's Coquito is certain to caress and

delight your taste buds.

Image courtesy of quericavida.com.

A Xmas Cuento Remix on WKYC's We The People

Click here or on the image above to watch cast member Mónica A. Cerpa Zúñiga
speak about Teatro Público de Cleveland's women-led production of A Xmas Cuento
Remix, and cast member & Choreographer Anthony "TonyFresh" Velez show off

some of the awesome dance moves he's bringing to the show, on WKYC's We The
People (and check out a few behind-the-scenes moments from the studio below)!

From left: A Xmas Cuento Remix cast member Mónica A.
Cerpa Zúñiga, We The People's Tiffany Tarpley and Leon
Bibb, cast member & Choreographer Anthony "TonyFresh"

Velez. Photo by Caitlin Lewins.

Clockwise from top left: Tiffany Tarpley, Mónica A. Cerpa
Zúñiga, Leon Bibb, Anthony "TonyFresh" Velez. Photo by

Caitlin Lewins.

Magic... with an attitude
The spirits of Xmas past, present, and future

From left: Christina Patterson, Tania Benites, Blanca Iris García Rivera Salva. Photo by Steve Wagner.

A reimagination of A Christmas Carol wouldn't be complete without three spirits. Read

on to meet Dolores' visitors below, based on dramaturgical information gathered by A
Xmas Cuento Remix Dramaturg & Assistant Director Lilly Corona Moreno.

Ixchel, Spirit of Christmas Past
Motherly and mythic

In Mayan mythology, Ixchel is the goddess of the moon.

She may appear young, representing the new moon, or

she may appear old, representing the full moon. She is

associated with birth, medicine, textiles, painting, water,

rainbows, fertility of the earth, and the night. She could

also be destructive and cause catastrophes.

Sol la Chicana, Spirit of Christmas Present
The life of the party and the designated driver

Sol is the main deity in Mesoamerica and represents life and energy. A Chicana/o is a

person of Mexican descent born in the United States. In A Xmas Cuento Remix, Sol

is portrayed as a modern, energetic woman.

La Catrina, Spirit of Christmas Future
Mysterious, elegant, and wise

La Catrina is a character created in the early 1900s by

Mexican printmaker, political cartoonist, and

lithographer José Guadalupe Posada to depict the rich

bourgeois class and political corruption. Posada's La

Catrina had only a head and hat, symbolizing respect

for the reality of death. The hat has also been said to

represent how death does not discriminate against anyone, regardless of class

(historically, only the extremely wealthy wore hats). La Catrina became an iconic figure

in Mexican culture, capturing the respectful and intimate relationship Mexicans have

with death.

Image of Ixchel courtesy of neomexicanismos.com. Image of La Catrina courtesy of inside-mexico.com.

From left: Christina Patterson, Tania Benites, Mónica A. Cerpa Zúñiga, Blanca Iris García Rivera Salva. Photo by Steve
Wagner.

Tamales & ponche

The Chapas in A Xmas Cuento Remix have two (delicious) holiday traditions: making

tamales together as a family, and enjoying Abuelo's Christmas ponche.

"In Mexico, the Southwest, and for

many Mexican-American families,

Christmas time means tamale-
time... Corn was a very important

crop in Mesoamerica, with people

believing that people were created

from corn. Tamales, because they

were wrapped in corn husks,

became part of ritual offerings. As a

nod to those times, people prepare

tamales for special occasions

including baptisms, weddings, Día Del Los Muertos, and, of course, Christmas." Click
here to learn more from The Mazatlán Post.

The traditional holiday drink in Mexico, Ponche
Navideño (Christmas Punch) is a hot tea-like drink

made from fruit, sugar cane, and liquor (but you can

serve it without alcohol). Click here to make your own

ponche this holiday season!

First image courtesy of The Mazatlán Post. Second image courtesy of mexicoinmykitchen.com

Clockwise from top left: Selena Awesome Vicarío, Gil Peña, Andrew Aaron Valdez+, Hillary Wheelock, Angel Luis Centeno.
Photo by Steve Wagner.

About Teatro Público de Cleveland

In 2013, Cleveland Public Theatre launched Teatro Público de Cleveland (TPC), a

local Latino theatre company, whose work reflects the artistic goals, interests, and

ideals of its members. The purpose of this theatre ensemble is to share the rich

diversity and perspectives of the Latino-Cleveland culture, and to fulfill CPT's core

mission.

Teatro Público de Cleveland inspires inter/intra cultural exchange through thought-

provoking bilingual storytelling and performance that fosters social consciousness and

builds community. TPC is committed to identifying, developing, celebrating, and

inspiring Cleveland Latino artists to share their experiences, cultures, perspectives,

and talents. Collaborating on the artistic continuum, Teatro Público de Cleveland

welcomes amateur to experienced artists who share a common language regardless of

cultural origin. Click here to visit the Teatro Público de Cleveland website.

Click here or on the thumbnail above to watch a video about Teatro Público de

Cleveland.

Clockwise from top left: Christina Patterson, Tania Benites, Brett DiCello, Andrew Aaron Valdez+, Valerie A. Mathis, Angel Luis
Centeno, Gil Peña, Mónica A. Cerpa Zúñiga, Blanca Iris García Rivera Salva, Anthony "TonyFresh" Velez, Selena Awesome

Vicarío, Hillary Wheelock. Photo by Steve Wagner.

Show & Ticket info:

All mainstage performances take place at Cleveland Public Theatre, 6415 Detroit Avenue,
Cleveland, OH 44102.

A Xmas Cuento Remix performances are December 5 - 21 in CPT's James Levin Theatre at

7:00pm (Thu/Fri/Sat*) and 3:00pm (Sun). Previews December 5. Opening Night is December 6.

*The performance on Saturday, 12/21 is at 3:00pm.

General admission tickets are $15 - 35. Preview, Thursdays, & Sundays $15. Fridays &

Saturdays $35. The Saturday 12/21 performance at 3:00pm is $15. Matinees are "Family Days"

with $10 tickets for youth under 18. Students and seniors get $5 off (evening weekend shows

only).

The James Levin Theatre is ADA compliant featuring a patron elevator and an all gender,

wheelchair accessible restroom.

For tickets and show information, call the CPT Box Office at 216-631-2727 x501 or visit CPT's
website.

FREE BEER FRIDAY is every Friday at CPT. Audience members are invited to engage with artists

and fellow audience members after the show and enjoy a drink (or two) on CPT!

Want to see the 2019/2020 season at-a-glance? Visit
CPT's website for up-to-date information on all of our
upcoming productions!

STAY CONNECTED!

Unsubscribe   Forward

Celebrate the magic of the holidays with Teatro Público 
de Cleveland!
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