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A comedic spoof based on the first documented acts of piracy on the Chesapeake Bay waters during the early 

1600‟s.  BTM brings to life pirates, settlers, and Native Americans who lived, loved, fought, and died in 17th century 

America.  Local history, swordfights and lost treasure come together through dance to tell a story depicting our colonial 

roots and determining forever the destiny of the upper Chesapeake Bay.  Following a mini-performance of Pirates,  

students will participate in demonstrations, including stage combat. 

Grade Levels:  K-12 

Contact Young Audiences for more information on this and other programs at 410-837-7577 or yamd.org 

Young Audiences/Arts for Learning | 2600 N. Howard St., Suite 1300 | Baltimore, MD 21218 

Teacher Program Guide 

Assembly Date: __________________________________________ 

Assembly Time: __________________________________________ 

For Students in: __________________________________________ 



Please pass along the attached teacher program guide to all participating classrooms. 

Setup Requirements 

• A table and chair for a tape recorder 

• A clean, well-swept floor, preferably wood 

• A performance area available one hour prior to performance (multi-purpose room) 

• Nearby dressing rooms for change of costumes 

• A microphone (if available) 

 

Artist Arrival Time 

30 minutes prior to performance 

 

Suggested Introduction 

“Ladies and Gentleman, Boys and Girls please give a warm welcome to Ballet Theatre of Maryland, presenting… „Pirates 

of the Chesapeake!‟” 

 

Inclement Weather 

DON‟T WORRY!  Artists will follow school closings/delays, and will work with you to reschedule the performance if 

necessary. 

 

Young Audiences Contact Number 

410-837-7577 

 

After Hours / Emergency Number 

Call 410-837-7577 and follow the prompts to be connected with a staff member on call. 
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Artist Bio 

Ballet Theatre of Maryland (BTM), founded in 1978, has been designated as  

Maryland‟s premier professional company by Governor O‟Malley. It is Maryland‟s 

largest professional classical and contemporary ballet company with 32 professional 

dancers and six trainees. BTM performs two full seasons throughout the year at the 

Maryland Hall for the Creative Arts in Annapolis and the Bowie Center for the  

Performing Arts. Ballet Theatre of Maryland also performs in Baltimore, Easton,  

Pocomoke, and various areas throughout the state.  BTM also provides classical ballet 

training at the company‟s school. The mission of BTM is to provide Maryland with a 

professional ballet company and fully comprehensive training academy that brings the 

language of dance and Maryland‟s unique voice to educators, students, and audiences 

throughout Maryland.  
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Program Description 

A comedic spoof based on the first documented acts of  

piracy on the Chesapeake Bay waters during the early 

1600‟s.  BTM brings to life pirates, settlers, and Native 

Americans, who lived, loved, fought, and died in 17th  

century America.  Local history, swordfights and lost  

treasure come together through dance to tell a story  

depicting our colonial roots and determining forever the 

destiny of the upper Chesapeake Bay.  Following a  

mini-performance of Pirates, students will participate in 

demonstrations, including stage combat, following the  

performance. 

Grade Levels:  K-12 

 

 

“Our students were fascinated by ballet, a dance form most 

of them have never been exposed to. The fact that this  

assembly incorporated a story familiar to students made the 

performance that much better.” 

Tammy, Teacher, St. Leonard Elementary 

Contact Young Audiences for more information on this and other programs at 410-837-7577 or yamd.org 

Young Audiences/Arts for Learning | 2600 N. Howard St., Suite 1300 | Baltimore, MD 21218 

Teacher Program Guide 

Assembly Date: __________________________________________ 

Assembly Time: __________________________________________ 

For Students in: __________________________________________ 



Maryland State Curriculum Connectors 

Fine Arts Content Standard in DANCE 2.0 Historical, Cultural, and Social Context: Students will  

demonstrate an understanding of dance as an essential aspect of history and human experience.  

1. Compare the contexts of dances from a variety of cultures  

 a. Perform and compare dances of several cultures related to general classroom studies  

 b. Explain the influences of dance on the peoples of several cultures  

 c. Identify ways various cultures and peoples are connected through dance experiences  

2. Explain how dance reflects and influences history, society, and personal experience  

 a. Explain historical events that influenced the development of dance forms, styles, and genres  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 

including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 
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Background Information 

KEY PLAYERS 

Historical Figures: 

 William Claiborne  

 Captain John Butler 

 Captain Thomas Smith 

 Francis Thorpe 

 Richard Ingles 
 

Based Lightly on Historical Figures: 

 George Evelyn (Lord Baltimore‟s Agent) 

 Sarah Smith (Native American and wife of Captain Smith) 

 Crimson Kate (Kate Claiborne) 
 

*Non-Historical Figures: 

 Marie Drummond 

 Margaret Ingles 

 Helen Taylor 

 Rebecca Ashmore 

 Elizabeth Belson 
 

*All names are taken from people who lived on the Bay during the period, but their characters have been fictionalized. 
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Vocabulary 

 Dance:  The fine art form that uses the human body as its expressive instrument and movement as its medium for 
communication. 

 Choreography:  The art of putting dance steps together as a theatrical expression or entertainment. 

 Full-length Story Ballet:  A ballet in 2 or more acts, approximately 1 ½ - 2 hours long, that tells a story through 
choreographed or danced movement, mime and body language, generally without words. 

 Pas de Deux:  A dance for two. 

 Variation:  A solo dance. 

 Classical Dance—Ballet: A formalized kind of performance dance, which originated in the Italian Renaissance 
courts of the 15th century.  It was further developed in France, England, Russia and the United States.  It  
incorporates foundational techniques from many other dance forms. 

 Neoclassical Dance:  A 20th Century form of classical dance influenced by the cultures, themes, passion and  
athleticism of the American Culture and created by George Balanchine, the Father of American Dance or  
Contemporary American Ballet.  The emphasis is on speed, lateral movement, and dynamics.  

 Spoof:  A gentle satirical imitation or a light parody. 

 Comedy:  Any work that is humorous in its treatment of theme and character and has a happy ending. 

 Privateers:  Ships privately owned during wartime, commissioned by a government without official sanction to  
attack and capture enemy vessels. 

 Buccaneers:  Pirates, one of the freebooters who preyed on ships and their cargo. 

 Stowaway:  A person who hides aboard a ship in order to obtain free passage. 

 Marooned:  To abandon or isolate a person on a ship or deserted island or coast. 

 Plantation:  A large estate or farm on which crops are raised, often by resident workers.  In the 1600‟s, plantations 
served as newly established colonies or settlements. 

 Treason:  The betrayal of one‟s own country by either waging war against it or by consciously acting to aid its  
enemies. 

 Storm Squalls:  A brief, sudden and violent windstorm, often accompanied by lightening. 

 Latitude:  A region of the earth considered in its distance, North or South, of the Equator, as located on a map. 

 Longitude:  A region of the earth considered in its distance, East or West, of the Prime Meridian in Greenwich 
England, as located on a map or globe. 
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List of Resources 

BOOKS 

 The Pirates Pact: The Secret Alliances between History’s Most Notorious Buccaneers and Colonial America, Douglas L. Burgess, 

Jr., McGraw Hill, 2008. 

 Pirates on the Chesapeake, Donald G. Shomette, Tidewater Publishers, 2008. 

 Blackbeard: A Tale of Villainy and Murder in Colonial America, Margaret Hoffman, Coastal Hills Publishing Company, 

1998. 

DVDs 

 Pirates of the Caribbean, Disney, 2003 

 Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest, Disney, 2006 

 Pirates of the Caribbean: At World’s End, Disney, 2007 

 Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides, Disney, 2011 

 Pocahontas, Disney 

FIELD TRIPS 

 St. Mary‟s City 

 A tour of key places on Kent Island 

MUSIC 

 Contact Historic Annapolis: 

Maggie Sansone- 410-867-0642 ext.5 

PO Box 490 

Shadyside, MD  20764 

maggie@maggiesmusic.com 
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Pre-Performance Activities 

 Listen to music from the colonial period and write down your impressions of Colonial America as expressed through 
the music.  Listen to music and draw a picture about what the music makes you think or feel.  

Visual: 

 Create a visual representation of a scene from the performance: a collage, a sculpture, or a drawing. 

 Trace an outline of Kent Island from a map, and then create a treasure map using longitude and latitude to give  
directions to the hidden treasure. 

Writing:   

 Write your responses to the performance.  Then write a review for the school newspaper. (See attached lesson plan.) 

 If you were a newspaper journalist who witnessed an act of piracy like those in the ballet, how would you report it?  
Then write an editorial on one of those events. 

 Create and print a daily newspaper with articles and drawings depicting Captain Smith‟s Act of Treason for which he 
was executed.  If your paper was British, how would your articles differ from a paper written by the Kent Islanders? 

 Pick one of the main characters from the Ballet, i.e. William Claiborne, Crimson Kate, Anne Stede, Captain Butler, 
Marie Drummond, Captain Smith or George Evelyn James Madison, Samuel Smith, Kitty Knight and write a letter 
describing your experiences with one of the events from the 1812 War.  Mail the letter from that person to yourself.   

 Political Enactment: Work with a committee to draft up a trial for a Captain Smith‟s acts of piracy, and then debate 
the pros and cons of hanging him for treason. After the debate, have your classmates cast their votes for his sentence 
of hanging until dead.   

Theatre or Dance: 

 Research an event or story from your favorite period in history, and create a dance or write and direct a script about 
it to present to your class. 
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Classroom Discussion Questions 

 Some scholars say that without the acts of piracy in the Chesapeake during the 1600s, much of Maryland would  

belong to Virginia. Do you agree or disagree with this?  Can you find historical facts to support your belief? 

 What is the difference between a buccaneer, a privateer and a pirate? How are their goals and motivations the same? 

How do they differ? 

 What would life on a plantation be like if you were the owner?  What would it be like if you were an indentured 

servant? 

 What would Maryland look like today if the acts of piracy had never happened?  Write an alternative history of events 

and see if you can predict the most likely outcome—especially if Kent Island, St Mary‟s City all fell to British or  

Virginia control. What do you think your life would be like?  How would Maryland be viewed by the rest of the 

country? 
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Ballet Theatre of Maryland’s Pirates of the Chesapeake (page 1) 

Pirates of the Chesapeake is based on the first acts of piracy during the Colonial period from 1634-1644. 

 

Prologue: The stowaway cabin “boy” and the journal- a key to the past 

 

ACT I 

Scene 1: George Evelin, William Claiborne and the two charters: 

 Claiborne‟s sister, Katherine (Crimson Kate), and Captains Butler and Smith vow to help Claiborne keep the  
Chesapeake secure and to plunder any ship on the Chesapeake sailing under Lord Baltimore‟s authority. 

 Evelin enlists the help of his Mistress, Madame Marie Drummond and her young ladies as spies who will infiltrate 
Claiborne‟s Kent Island colony. 

Scene 2: On the Bay: 

 Evelin‟s ship leaves St. Mary‟s city as Claiborne‟s leaves Kent Island. 

 The ships meet on the bay and Evelin, in disguise, attack Claiborne‟s ship. Claiborne, also in disguise, returns fire and 
boards Evelin‟s ship. He is victorious, plundering the ship and capturing the crew.  

 Claiborne accepts 3 of Evelin‟s crew who want to defect. The rest are marooned with the captain on their own ship. 

 Claiborne, Butler and Smith discover the feisty stowaway (cabin “boy”) who tries to escape.  

 Kate discovers that the cabin boy is really a girl, takes her under her wing, recruiting her both as a friend and crew 
member. 

 Marie Drummond and her ladies are discovered to be passengers onboard Evelin‟s ship. Claiborne and his men are 
enamored of Marie and provide an escort to Kent Island where the ladies plan to open a House of Entertainment. 

 Kate is jealous and furious at Captain Butler‟s attentions to Marie, who is a lovely and elegant woman. Butler strives 
to make it up to her. 

Scene 3: back in port at the Cloberry Trading Post 

 Claiborne‟s ship has returned to port. Sarah Smith/Wanacaka and her sisters have brought furs to trade with 
Claiborne for sugar, clothing, food and trinkets. 

 Sarah and her sisters greet Capt. Smith and the new members of his crew. 

 Furs are traded and Smith gives his wife a gift of gold beads, which the stowaway manages to steal. After a chase, 
Capt. Smith retrieves the beads and reprimands the young scallywag. 

 Marie Drummond and her young ladies disembark the ship and offer fine wine to the men to entice them to come to 
their House of Entertainment. 

 A suspicious Kate enlists Anne Stede to keep an eye on Marie and her girls. 
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Ballet Theatre of Maryland’s Pirates of the Chesapeake (page 2) 

6. George Evelin‟s ship arrives near the trading post. He declares himself to be Cloberry‟s representative from England 

sent to assist William Claiborne with the fur trading business. He presents Claiborne with a letter from the King 

declaring that Lord Baltimore has authority over Kent Island.  

7. The Kent Islanders are disgruntled at the message but play along with Evelin for the time being.   

Scene 4: Marie Drummond‟s House of Entertainment 

 The Waiters are preparing for the House Grand Opening.  

 Claiborne gives Anne Stede a note to give John Butler, who is meeting Captain Smith and their crew at Drummond‟s 

House of Entertainment. The note contains information about a rendezvous with Claiborne in the forest at midnight 

and his plans to ambush Lord Baltimore‟s ship, the Lady Margaret. 

 Evelin, disguised as a waiter, captures Anne after she has given the note to Captain Butler. 

 Evelin sends Marie in to seduce Butler, grab the note, and read the contents.  She succeeds, but Anne manages to 

steal it back as she heads for the forest rendezvous to reveal Marie‟s plot. 

ACT II 

Scene 1: The Forest Rendezvous 

 Kate follows Butler and Smith through the Kent Island forest where Anne Stede gives her back the stolen note and 

reveals that Marie is a spy working for George Evelin and Lord Baltimore.  

 Claiborne decides to follow through with his plan to have Captain Butler and Smith attack the Lady Margaret.  

 Kate has a dream of ill portent where she sees the two men ambushed instead and wonders what it means. 

Scene 2: The Claiborne Plantation Ball 

 Captain Smith and Butler have escaped with some help from Anne Stede, but only after killing two of the ambushers. 

They return to Kent Island where they clean up and report to Claiborne at the Plantation Ball. 

 Smith arrives with his wife Sarah before Butler does and dances a waltz with the rest of his guests. 

 Unbeknownst to Claiborne, George Evelin, who is attending the party, has arranged for his thugs to surround the 

plantation and capture Butler and Smith on trumped up charges of murder and piracy. 

 Meanwhile, a worried Kate comes looking for Butler, who, still dressed in pirate garb, declares his love for her. At 

the height of his declaration of love, Evelin‟s men attack and capture Butler.  

 Evelin attacks Smith and cheats to settle a score with him. Smith is placed in shackles and hauled off to the jail at St. 

Mary‟s City. 

 Kate enlists the plantation ladies as her crew and heads to St. Mary‟s City to rescue the men.  Claiborne takes his 

charter and leaves for Virginia to solicit help from the Governor there. 
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Scene 3: St. Mary‟s City 

 In jail, Smith has been sentenced to hang on the gallows. Butler is awaiting his sentencing in jail. 

 Kate and her crew sneak into town undercover as Evelin and Marie check the gallows to make sure they are in  

working order. 

 Princess Wanacaka/Sarah Smith visits her husband in jail, and they dance a love duet, while Kate and her crew begin 

to ransack and plunder the city as a distraction. 

 They are too late to save Smith; he is hung, and Wanacaka kills herself in grief. 

 Meanwhile, Anne Stede and Kate set off a fire in George Evelin‟s home, steal his treasure, and rescue John Butler. 

Kate gives Anne a treasure map and key to the treasure and tells her to guard it until she can retrieve it. 

 Evelin is thwarted from following Crimson Kate across the Bay. 

 Kate and Butler sail for a little known island where they plan to bury their treasure and hide out from Evelin and his 

pirate thugs. 

 The storm squalls are so severe that they are shipwrecked. 

 Anne Stede is left pondering their fate and will only know if they survived if she finds the treasure buried on the  

unknown island. 

 

Where is the treasure buried? 

Hint: Latitude of the Island   76°15’00”/ 76.2500° West 

Longitude of the Island  just below 38°55’00”/ 38.9167° North 
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Lesson Title:  Write a Review 

Artist’s Name: Ballet Theatre of Maryland   

Teacher’s Name: 

School: 

Grade: 
 
Fine Arts Standard (from Maryland State Standards – http://www.mdk12.org)  
 
2.0 Historical, Cultural, and Social Context: Students will demonstrate an understanding of dance as an 
essential aspect of history and human experience.  
2. Explain how dance reflects and influences history, society, and personal experience  
a. Explain historical events that influenced the development of dance forms, styles, and genres. 
 
 
Integrated Content Area:  

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with 
reasons. 

 
 
Lesson Objective:  Students will know how to write a review of the program “Pirates of the Chesapeake.”  
Use format of a performance review in daily paper by local critics to understand how performance reviews 
are written.   
 
Students will be able to use vocabulary words from the assembly to describe the performance.   
 
 
Introduction/ Motivation (10 minutes) 
 
Teacher:  Share performance reviews by local critics from the daily paper with students.  Go over the 
elements that are included.  

 
Modeling (10 min):  Compose a few sentences using the vocabulary from the assembly to describe the 
experience.   

 
Guided Practice (10 min):  Brainstorm ideas of how to make the review exciting and informative.   

Sample Lesson Plan 

YOUNG AUDIENCES OF MARYLAND 
 

http://www.mdk12.org/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/1/


 
Independent Practice (10 min):  
 
Have students answer the follow questions in their individual reviews: 
 
1) What did you like about the program and why? 
2) What was your least favorite part of the program and why? 
3) What did you like most about the music? 
4) Was it different from music you usually listen to?  If so, how was it different?  If not, what was similar? 
5) How many stars would you give the performance to rate the experience? 
 
 
Assessment/Closer: 
 
Have students share their reviews with the class.  Every time a student uses a vocabulary word from the 
assembly, the class should give a thumbs up during the oral presentation.      

 
Vocabulary:  Reference Pirates of the Chesapeake Teacher Guide 

 
Materials: Performance Reviews from daily newspapers, pencils, paper 

 
Handouts:  Examples of performance reviews from daily newspapers 

 
Resources:  Daily newspapers, Vocabulary reference sheet 
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