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Arianna Ross will take your students around the world in 45 minutes through this multilingual program. Together,  

Arianna and her audience may dance through the streets of America, Russia, Mexico, Indonesia, Brazil, or India.  

Students will discover the similarities and differences in geography, culture, history, and language between these diverse 

countries. Students are bound to leave the program wanting to read more tales and tell more stories. 

Contact Young Audiences for more information on this and other programs at 410-837-7577 or yamd.org 

Young Audiences/Arts for Learning | 2600 N. Howard St., Suite 1300 | Baltimore, MD 21218 

Teacher Program Guide 

Assembly Date: __________________________________________ 

Assembly Time: __________________________________________ 

For Students in: __________________________________________ 



Please pass along the attached teacher program guide to all participating classrooms. 

Setup Requirements 

 A Stage Area or Performance Area 

 Small table 

 Two electrical outlets 

 

Artist Arrival Time 

60-75 minutes prior to performance 

 

Suggested Introduction 

“Ladies and Gentleman, Boys and Girls, stories are about to be brought to life!  Let‟s give a warm welcome to Arianna 

Ross as she presents to us . . . „The Fastest Plane: Around the World in 45 Minutes!‟” 

 

Inclement Weather 

DON‟T WORRY!  Artists will follow school closings/delays, and will work with you to reschedule the performance if 

necessary. 

 

Young Audiences Contact Number 

410-837-7577 

 

After Hours / Emergency Number 

Call 410-837-7577 and follow the prompts to be connected with a staff member on call. 
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Artist Bio 

Using the threads of history unique to the lands she has lived in and interweaving 

them with her experiences, Arianna Ross‟ programs weave a lively fabric rich with 

stories of the past and present. Arianna blends the power of acrobatics, storytelling, 

and music to engage the students in programs that both entertain and enrich their 

school curriculum.  Since returning from three years with Bansi Kaul‟s troupe Rang 

Vidushak in Bhopal, India, she has performed for the Washington Storytellers‟  

Theatre, NPR, and across the United States in schools, community centers, and  

hospitals. As a teacher and storyteller, Arianna strives to tell multilingual stories that 

augment the students‟ understanding of the history, culture and geography of the 

world. Arianna‟s philosophy is, “When laughter comes from within, the body will 

smile. It is through the laughter and tears of our tales that the lessons of life are  

imparted.” 

Inside this guide: 

 Artist Bio 

 Program Description 

 Maryland State          
Curriculum Connectors 

 Core Curriculum        
Connectors 

 Vocabulary 

 List of Resources 

 Pre- and Post-
Performance Activities 

 Discussion Questions 
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Program Description 

Arianna Ross will take your students around the world in 45 

minutes through this multilingual program. Together,  

Arianna and her audience may dance through the streets of 

America, Russia, Mexico, Indonesia, Brazil, or India.  

Students will discover the similarities and differences in  

geography, culture, history, and language between these 

diverse countries. Students are bound to leave the program 

wanting to read more tales and tell more stories. 

 

 

“Arianna‟s use of humor, art, music, movement, and  

literature involved all of our students. The variety ways that 

students participated in the storytelling engaged their  

imaginations and strengthened their listening skills.” 

Holly, Teacher, Kingsville Elementary 
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Maryland State Curriculum Connectors 

Fine Arts Standard 1.0 Perceiving and Responding: Aesthetic Education 

Students will demonstrate the ability to perceive, interpret, perform, and respond to the development of a variety of  

dramatic forms over time and the aesthetic qualities they reflect. 

 

Fine Arts Standard 2.0 Historical, Cultural, and Social Context: Theatre 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the history, traditions, and conventions of theatre, dramatic texts, and  

other literature of the theatre.  

1. Express a broad range of human responses to a variety of stimuli 

a. Identify ways in which theatre communicates feelings and ideas and reflects human experience by comparing dramatic 

texts from a variety of cultures  

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.3 Evaluate a speaker‟s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.L.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different  

contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

Contact Young Audiences for more information on this and other programs at 410-837-7577 or yamd.org 

Young Audiences/Arts for Learning | 2600 N. Howard St., Suite 1300 | Baltimore, MD 21218 

Common Core Standard Connectors 

Teacher Program Guide 

Assembly Date: __________________________________________ 

Assembly Time: __________________________________________ 

For Students in: __________________________________________ 



Vocabulary 

 America: Usually means either: 
- The Americas, the lands and regions of the Western hemisphere. 
- The United States of America, a country in the Americas. 

 Brazil: The largest and most populous country in Latin America, and the fifth largest in the world in both area and 
population. Its territory covers 8,514,877 km2 between central South America and the Atlantic Ocean, and it is the 
eastern-most country of the Americas. 

 Culture: Generally refers to patterns of human activity and the symbolic structures that give such activity  
significance. Different definitions of "culture" reflect different theoretical bases for understanding, or criteria for 
evaluating, human activity. In some contexts, a frequent usage of the term culture is to indicate artifacts in music, 
literature, painting and sculpture, theatre, and film. 

 Geography: Science of the earth‟s surface, climates, plants, animals, etc. 

 History: Study or record of past events. 

 India: Officially the Republic of India. It is a sovereign country in South Asia. It is the seventh-largest country by 
geographical area, the second most populous country, and the most populous liberal democracy in the world. 

 Indonesia: Officially the Republic of Indonesia. It is a nation in Southeast Asia. Comprising 17,508 islands, it is the 
world's largest archipelagic state. 

 Language: Speech or writing. Any means of communication. 

 Mexico: A country of south-central North America. Southern Mexico was the site of various advanced civilizations 
beginning with the Olmec and including the Maya, Zapotec, Toltec, Mixtec, and Aztec cultures. The Treaty of  
Guadalupe Hidalgo that ended the Mexican War (1846-1848) awarded all lands north of the Rio Grande to the  
United States. 

 Russia: Officially Russian Federation (Formerly Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic). A country of eastern 
Europe and northern Asia stretching from the Baltic Sea to the Pacific Ocean. Moscow is the capital. Population 
143,000,000. 
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List of Resources 

FOR STUDENTS 

 Aldrich, Margaret. Once Upon a Quilt: A scrapbook of Quilting Past and Present. Voyageur Press: 2003. 

 Amallwood, Arwin D. The Atlas of African-American History and Politics: From the Slave Trade to Modern Times. McGraw-

Hill: 1998. 

 Bode, Janet. New kids on the Block: Oral Histories of Immigrant Teens. F. Watts: 1989 

 Brown, Wesley. Visions of America: Personal Narratives From the Promised Land. Persea Books: 1994. 

FOR TEACHERS 

 Blank Kelner, Lenore & Flynn, Rosalind M. A Dramatic Approach to Reading Comprehension: Strategies and Activities for 

Classroom Teachers (Grades1-8). Heinemann, 2006 

 Blank Kelner, Lenore. The Creative Classroom: A Guide for Using Creative Drama in the Classroom (Prek-6). Heinemann, 1993 

 Curtis, Regina. The Little Hands Playtime Book: 50 Activities to Encourage Cooperation and Sharing. Williamson Publishing: 

Charlotte, 2000. 

 Holt, David and Bill Mooney, Editors. Ready-to-tell Tales: Sure-fire Stories from America's Favorite Storytellers. Little Rock: 

August Hose Publishers, 1994. 
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Pre-Performance Activities 

 Check-out a variety of cultural/country books from the library.  Place them in centers around the room and allow 
students to visit each “country.” Students should write down one new thing they learn about each visited country 
(Russia, Mexico, Indonesia, Brazil, Mexico). 

 Discuss and learn some vocabulary from each of the countries you will study.  Practice saying each of the words and 
make a set of class flashcards to add to the word wall.  
 

Indonesian: 
Salamat Pagi: Good morning 
Salamat Siang: Good early afternoon 
Salamat Sore: Good late afternoon 
Salamat Malam: Good evening 
Terima kasih: Thank you 
Apa khabar?: How are you? 
Bagus sali: Very good 
 
Russian: 

Доброе утро  Dobraye ootro  Good morning 

Добрый день  Dobriy den'  Good afternoon 

Добрый вечер  Dobriy vyecher  Good evening 

Здравствуйте  Zdrastvooyte  Hello 

Привет!   Preevyet  Hi! 

Рад тебя видеть Rat teebya veedet' Nice to see you! 

Как поживаешь? Kak pazhivayesh? How are you? 
 
Spanish:  
Hola: Hello 
Adios: Goodbye 
Buenos dias: Good morning 
Buenas tardes: Good afternoon 
Buenas noches: Good night 
Como esta usted?: How are you (formal)  
Por favor: Please 
Gracias: Thank you 
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Post-Performance Activities 

 Use the Vocabulary Resource Sheet to define and discuss key concepts from the program. 

 Use the Venn Diagram Handout: Ask students to compare and contrast a selected culture with their own culture. 

 

 How did Arianna Ross use language, movement and expression to tell her story? 

 How did Arianna Ross use the acting tools of voice, body, and imagination to express different cultures and locations? 
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Lesson Title:  Design A Culture Flag 

Artist’s Name:  Arianna Ross 

Teacher’s Name: 

School: 

Grade: 
 
Fine Arts Standard  

 
1.0 Perceiving and Responding:  Aesthetic Education-Students will demonstrate the ability to perceive, 

interpret, and respond to ideas, experiences, and the environment through visual art.  
1.2. Identify and compare ways in which selected artworks represent what people see, know, feel, and 
imagine. 

1.2.b. Use color, line, shape, texture, and form to represent ideas visually from observation, 
memory, and imagination. 

 
 
Integrated Content Area:  

 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or 
maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 

 
 
 
 
Lesson Objective:  
1.  Students will be exposed to different cultures and be able to observe and identify specific similarities 
and differences between them.  
2.  Use color, line, shape, texture, and form to represent ideas visually from observation, memory, and 
imagination.  
3.  Identify ways various cultures and peoples are connected through experiences.   
 
 

Sample Lesson Plan 

YOUNG AUDIENCES OF MARYLAND 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/


 
Introduction/ Motivation (10 minutes) 
 
The teacher will explain the goal of the project and the difference between a culture flag and a state or 
country flag.   Cultural flags express the personality of the people who display them, unlike state or country 
flags which simply indicate a preference for a geographical locale.  
 
Students will research different countries that were covered in Arianna Ross’ performance then design a 
flag to represent the culture of the country of their choice.  Use the performance to inspire the colors, 
lines, shapes, and textures chosen for the flag design.     
 
 
Modeling (10 min): 
The teacher should hold a brainstorming session in which students practice using lines, shapes, colors and 
textures to represent thoughts, feelings, and ideas.    

 
Guided Practice (10 min): 
Use colors, lines, shapes, and textures that represent the “melting pot” of cultural diversity that has 
influenced American culture to create a large class example of a cultural flag design.       

 
Independent Practice (20 min): 
Each student will choose an individual country and create a cultural flag design for that country’s culture 
using the same process and techniques covered in guided practice.  Remember to use lines, shapes, colors, 
and textures that reflect the culture.   

 
Assessment/Closer : 
 
Have students compare and contrast the country’s actual flag to their designed cultural flag.    
Display and have a gallery walk.      

 
Vocabulary:  Culture 
Refer to “The Fastest Plane” Teacher Guide Vocabulary 
 
 
Materials:  Handouts, pencils, cardboard or poster board, colored pencils, markers, crayons, scissors, glue 
sticks 

 
Handouts:  Design Your Own Flag template, International Flag Reference Sheet  (attached) 

 
Resources  Refer to Arianna Ross-The Fastest Plane: around the World in 45 mins Assembly Teacher Guide 
A great International Flag Reference sheet can be found 
at http://www.hkshipsupplies.com.hk/image/data/product/others/flags/INT_FLAG_FULL.jpg 

 

http://www.hkshipsupplies.com.hk/image/data/product/others/flags/INT_FLAG_FULL.jpg
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