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Discover the many magical mysteries of water and how the Indonesians rely on it for their existence. Explore life above 

and under sea level through song, story, and dance. Become a manta ray and a shark as you listen and participate in folk 

tales and true stories from Indonesia. In this engaging assembly, students gain a better understanding of world cultures 

and marine biology.  

Contact Young Audiences for more information on this and other programs at 410-837-7577 or yamd.org 

Young Audiences/Arts for Learning | 2600 N. Howard St., Suite 1300 | Baltimore, MD 21218 

Teacher Program Guide 

Assembly Date: __________________________________________ 

Assembly Time: __________________________________________ 

For Students in: __________________________________________ 



Please pass along the attached teacher program guide to all participating classrooms. 

Setup Requirements 

 Small table 

 

Artist Arrival Time 

30 minutes prior to performance 

 

Suggested Introduction 

“Ladies and Gentleman, Boys and Girls, stories are about to be brought to life!  Let‟s give a warm welcome to Arianna 

Ross as she presents to us . . . . „Magic of the Sea!‟” 

 

Inclement Weather 

DON‟T WORRY!  Artists will follow school closings/delays, and will work with you to reschedule the performance if 

necessary. 

 

Young Audiences Contact Number 

410-837-7577 

 

After Hours / Emergency Number 

Call 410-837-7577 and follow the prompts to be connected with a staff member on call. 
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Artist Bio 

Using the threads of history unique to the lands she has lived in and interweaving 

them with her experiences, Arianna Ross‟ programs weave a lively fabric rich with 

stories of the past and present. Arianna blends the power of acrobatics, storytelling, 

and music to engage the students in programs that both entertain and enrich their 

school curriculum.  Since returning from three years with Bansi Kaul‟s troupe Rang 

Vidushak in Bhopal, India, she has performed for the Washington Storytellers‟  

Theatre, NPR, and across the United States in schools, community centers, and  

hospitals. As a teacher and storyteller, Arianna strives to tell multilingual stories that 

augment the students‟ understanding of the history, culture and geography of the 

world. Arianna‟s philosophy is, “When laughter comes from within, the body will 

smile. It is through the laughter and tears of our tales that the lessons of life are  

imparted.” 
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Program Description 

Discover the many magical mysteries of water and how the 

Indonesians rely on it for their existence. Explore life above 

and under sea level through song, story, and dance. Become 

a manta ray and a shark as you listen and participate in folk 

tales and true stories from Indonesia. In this engaging  

assembly, students gain a better understanding of world  

cultures and marine biology.  

 

 

 

“Arianna‟s use of humor, art, music, movement, and  

literature involved all of our students. The variety ways that 

students participated in the storytelling engaged their  

imaginations and strengthened their listening skills.” 

Holly, Teacher, Kingsville Elementary 
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Maryland State Curriculum Connectors 

Fine Arts Standard 1.0 Perceiving and Responding: Aesthetic Education 

Students will demonstrate the ability to perceive, interpret, perform, and respond to the development of a variety of  

dramatic forms over time and the aesthetic qualities they reflect. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.3 Evaluate a speaker‟s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.L.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different  

contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

1. To develop listening skills 

2. To foster the desire to read and write stories and poetry 

3. To encourage children to think creatively 

4. To cultivate their ability to work as a community 

5. To understand the structure of a story  

6. To connect basic mathematical concepts to the actions we take on a daily basis 

7. To expand their knowledge of other cultures 

8. To respect other cultures and their traditions 

9. To open their minds up to different styles of living 

10. To teach them a little Indonesian 

11. To foster the desire to read and write stories and poetry 

12. To promote an interest in the theatrical arts 
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Vocabulary 

 Island: A piece of land surrounded by water. 

 Ocean: The entire body of salt water that covers about 71 % of the earth‟s surfaces. They surround the continents. 

 Lake:  A large body of fresh water surrounded by land. 

 Scuba Diving: Underwater swimming with an air tank on your back that is connected to your mouth by a hose.  
Scuba Stands for Self-Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus.    

 Snorkel: (noun) A tube you use to breathe through which allows you to remain under water for longer periods of 
time. The top of the tube stays above water at all times so that one can continue to breathe. 

 Shark: A large and often fierce fish that feeds on meat and has very sharp teeth. 

 Sting Ray: They have fins, like wings.  They hover over the sandy ocean floor, protecting themselves with their 
stinging tails. 

 Anemone: They look like flowers but are really animals.  They stun their prey with poisonous tentacles, though 
some creatures, like clownfish, can hide among them. 

 Spiny Eel: They all have elongated bodies reaching lengths in 40 inches.  They are found in South East Asian waters. 

 Sea urchin: A sea creature with a hard spiny shell.  The spines are used for protection and also help the sea urchin 
move around. 

 Coral: A substance found underwater, made up of the skeletons of tiny sea creatures. 

 Coral reef: A reef made of coral and other materials that have solidified into rock. 

 Village: A small group of houses that make up a community.  It is smaller than a town. 

 Giant:  A mythical person.  People are like ants in comparison to him.  He is larger than the tallest building. 

 Well: A deep hole from which you draw water from under the ground. 

 Bamboo:  A tropical plant with a hard hollow stem often used for making furniture and instruments. 
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List of Resources 

BOOKS 

 Alibasah, Margaret Muth. Folk Tales From Bali and Lombok. Jakarta: Penerbit Djambatan, 1999. 

 Aman, Dra. S.D.B.  Folk Tales from Indonesia. Jakarta: Penerbit Djambatan, 1999. 

 Aman, Dra. S.D.B.  More Folk Tales from Indonesia. Jakarta: Penerbit Djambatan, 1999. 

 Bohn, Diana Marie.  Islands of the Rainbow: An Indonesian Adventure.  New York: Friendship Press, 1998. 

 Deep Sea Diving. Written by Kate Youngdahl. Produced by Joan Wood. National Geographic Society, 1993. 

 Dive to the Coral Reefs. Produced Lancity Media Productions, 1989. 

 Dipper, Dr. Francis.  The New Book of Treasures Under the Ocean.  Connecticut: Copper Beech Books, 1997. 

 Fredericks, Anthony D. Exploring the Oceans, Science Activitives for Kids. Colorado: Fulcrum Resources, 1998. 

 Gibbons, Gail.  Exploring the Deep Dark Sea.  Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1999. 

 Lin, Robin.  A Ticket to Indonesia.  Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, 2001. 

 Lionni, Leo.  Swimmy.  New York: Pantheon, 1968. 

 Lionni, Leo.  Fish is Fish.  New York: Pantheon, 1970. 

 McNair, Sylvia.  Enchantment of the World. Chicago: Children‟s Press, 1993 

 Petersen, David and Christine. The Pacific Ocean: A True Book. New York: Children‟s Press, 1946. 

 Rose, Deborah Lee. Into the A, B, Sea. New York: Scholastic Press, 2000. 

 Series of story books by Marcus Pfister.  The Rainbow Fish.  New York: North-South Books, 2001. 

 Yeniar, Renny. Children’s Stories and Folk tales from Indonesia. 
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List of Resources 

REFERENCE BOOKS FOR TEACHERS 

 Bany-Winters, Lisa.  Show Time! Music, Dance, and Drama Activities for Kids. Chicago Review Press: Chicago, 2000. 

 Curtis, Regina.  The Little Hands Playtime Book: 50 Activities to Encourage Cooperation and Sharing. Williamson Publishing: 

Charlotte, 2000. 

 Holt, David and Bill Mooney, Editors. Ready-to-tell Tales: Sure-fire stories from America’s Favorite Storytellers. Little Rock: 

August Hose Publishers, 1994. 

 Jones, Lynda.  Kids Around the World Celebrate! The Best Feasts and Festivals from Many Lands.  John Wiley & Sons: New 

York, 2000. 

 Lima, Carolyn W. and John A. Lima.  A to Zoo: Subject Access to Children’s Picture Books.  London: Bowker-Greenwood, 

2001. 

 MacDonald, Margaret Read.  101 Creative Themes to Share With Young Children. North Haven: Library Professional  

Publications, 1995. 

 MacDonald, Margaret Read. Celebrate the World: Twenty tellable folktales for multicultural festivals. Bronx: H.W. Wilson, 

1994. 

 Macdonald, Margaret Read. Earth Care: World Folktales to Talk About.  North Haven: Linnet Books, 1999. 

 MacDonald, Margaret Read.  The Folklore of World Holidays.  Detroit: Gale Research Inc., 1992. 

 MacDonald, Margaret Read. The Parent’s Guide to Storytelling: How to make up New Stories and Retell old Favorites.  New 

York: HarperCollins, 1995. 

 Milford, Susan. Tales Alive Ten Multicultural Folktales with Activities. Williamson Publishing: Charlotte, 1995 

 Milford, Susan.  Hand from Around the World. 365 Creative ways to Build Cultural Awareness and Global Respect.  Milwaukee:  

Gareth Stevens Publishing, 1992. 

 Pica, Rae.  Wiggle, Giggle & Shake. 200 Ways to Move and Learn.  Grayphon House: Beltsville, 2001. 

 Silberg, Jackie. I Can’t Sing Book for Grownups Who Can’t Carry a Tune in a Paper bag….But Want to do Music With Young 

Children. Grayphon House: Beltsville, 1998. 

 Spolin, Viola.  Theatre Games for the Classroom: A Teacher’s Handbook.  Northwestern University Press: Evanston, 1986. 

 Terzian, Alexandra M.  The Kids Multicultural Art Book: Art and Craft Experiences from Around the World. Williamson  

Publishing: Charlotte, 1993. 

Contact Young Audiences for more information on this and other programs at 410-837-7577 or yamd.org 

Young Audiences/Arts for Learning | 2600 N. Howard St., Suite 1300 | Baltimore, MD 21218 

Teacher Program Guide 

Assembly Date: __________________________________________ 

Assembly Time: __________________________________________ 

For Students in: __________________________________________ 



List of Resources 

WEBSITES 

 www.geocities.com/rainforest/vine/9686/main.html 

 www.theodora.com/maps/new/indonesia_maps.html 

 www.fahan.tas.edu.au/archives/compute/flores/pgone.html 

 www.gomilpitas.com/homeschooling/explore/myths.html 

 www.my-indonesia.info 

 www.budgar.go.id/index.html 

 http://coombs.anu.edu.au/wwwvlpages/indonpages/wwwvl-indonesia.html 

 http://oceanlink.islnad.net/oinfo/acoustics/acoustics.html 

 www.sharkfriends.com 

 www.bbc.co.ok/nature/blueplanet/blue/index.shtml 
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Pre-Performance Activities 

 Discuss and learn some Indonesian vocabulary.  Practice saying each of the words and make a set of class flashcards to 
add to the word wall.  

Salamat Pagi: Good morning. 
Salamat Siang: Good early afternoon. 
Salamat Sore: Good late afternoobn. 
Salamat Malam: Good evening. 
Saya mau ikut: I want to go with you. 
Bisa: Can 
Pergi: to go 
Kamu bisa pergi ikut saya:  You can go with me. 
Saya takut: I am afraid. 
Terima kasih: Thank You. 
Apa khabar?: How are you? 
Bagus sali: Very good. 
Danau: Lake  

 Read a book of folk tales from Indonesia with your students. Draw a picture of what you think life in Indonesia is like 
after listening to the stories from your teacher. 

 Stories: 

 Make a diorama of the story, draw a cartoon strip, act out the story with no words or join together a few students 
and perform your version of my story as a short play. 

 What do you think happened to the characters before the story began?  Write a story about the people of Lake  
Batur. 

 Write your own mythical tale about how you think the Lake was created. 

 Write down a conversation Lake Batur would have with one of its many rivers about how we treat the water system 
today. 

 Listen to music from Indonesia.  What kind of different instruments do you hear?  How could you make a sound like 
that? 

 Go to the web and research about Indonesia.  Pick a certain area and do an in-depth research on the place.  
Afterwards write a story about a family that lived in that neighborhood and than act it out for the class. 

 What is the geography of Java, Bali, Sumatra…?  Are there still active volcanoes?  
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Post-Performance Activities 

 Ocean: 

 What ocean did Arianna swim in?  What kind of fishes might you see scuba diving?  Why do you need an oxygen tank 
to go diving?  

 Draw a picture of a fish.  Make it as tropical and as beautiful as you imagine them to be. 

 Listen to a tape of ocean sounds.  Draw a picture and write a poem about what you heard.  

 Draw a picture of what a fish‟s coral home might look like. Write down a conversation between two fish friends and 
draw a picture after a long day of swimming in the ocean. 

 Try to build a small aquarium in the class.  What kind of temperature does the water need to be?  How much salt 
should be in the water?  What kind of food do the fish need to eat? 

 

 The Community We Live In: 

1. Remind them that everyone in the classroom is from different communities or families.  Ask each student to bring in 
an object from their own house, a dish of food, or a piece of music and share it with the other students.  

2. Can you name any of the countries you have been to or read about?  Draw a picture and get together with a few other 
students to act out a story you remember from that country. 

3. Talk to someone older than you like a grandparent and ask him/her to tell you a folk tale from his/her childhood.  
Share the folk tale with the class. 

4. Write a letter to the storyteller and share your stories and ideas with her. 

 Do you remember the main protagonist and villain?  

 Can you draw a picture of any of the characters?  

 What do you think could happen to the village in five, ten, one hundred years?  

 Draw a picture of what the village might look like now in comparison to back in the days of Kbo Iwo. 
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Lesson Title:  Magic of the Sea: Classroom Aquarium  

Artist’s Name: Arianna Ross 

Teacher’s Name:  

School: 

Grade: 
 
Fine Arts Standard:  
Standard 3.0 Creative Expression and Production 
Students will demonstrate the ability to apply theatrical knowledge, principles, and practices to 
collaborative theatre presentations (story telling). 
 
Objective C: Identify formal elements of performance to use in creating improvisational scenes that 
illustrate character, setting, and action based on original or given ideas. 
 
 
Integrated Content Area:  
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can 
follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 
 
 
Lesson Objective:  

• Collaborate and perform a song or a poem about life in the sea. 
• Research and plan a classroom aquarium: types of fish, food, climate, etc. 

 
 
Introduction/ Motivation  
 
Teacher:  
 
Yesterday, we heard a lot of wonderful stories in the Assembly “Magic of the Sea.”    Let’s create a web 
together of some of the things that make the sea magic! 
 
On chart paper or the chalkboard, create a running web so that students can see their thoughts build upon 
one another. (Fish, coral, shark, manta ray, dolphins, etc.) 
 

Sample Lesson Plan 

YOUNG AUDIENCES OF MARYLAND 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/SL/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/SL/4/


 
Modeling (10 min): 
 
Using this quick list, let’s start today’s lesson by creating a silly poem or song using these terms! 
Put on your thinking caps and get ready to work together! 
 
Students work in small collaborative groups to create a parody song or poem about the terms from the 
Assembly, “Magic of the Sea.”  
 
Give a few examples:     
“Rain, Rain Go Away” Tune 
“Shark, Shark, go away – I don’t want to be bit today!”  
 
Poem: Coral is red, the ocean is blue, 
Dolphins are friendly, and sharks eat you!     
 
After the students collaborate for 5-7 minutes, allow them to quickly present their work either to another 
group or to the whole class.    Encourage them to add movements to their presentation! 
 
 
Guided Practice (10 min): 
 
Celebrate the success of working together and creating fun poems and silly songs.   
 
Explain that we’re now going to think about how to create a safe, healthy, mini aquarium in our own 
classroom!   Obviously, we won’t have sharks and dolphins – but let’s research and discuss what we might 
need in order to make this happen! 
 
Draw an aquarium tank on the board.  If you have resource books about fish tanks, distribute them now so 
that students can find facts about how to begin (if they don’t have extensive prior knowledge).  
 
Hold a collaborative discussion where students discuss the things we will need.   
Proper temperature water, rocks for the bottom, fish that will get along (or maybe only 1 fish), food, a 
place for them to hide or play in, etc.   

 
Independent Practice (10 min): 
 
Since we’re still in the planning stages of this, and I want to see each of your thoughts and ideas, you’ll now 
have time to go back to your seat and plan what you think would be the perfect aquarium for our class. 
 
Distribute the handout of the aquarium.  Students are asked to draw and label the different things they 
would like to see inside of it.   On the back, they will write a blurb about the details of what is in the 
aquarium and/or how to maintain it.   
 
Assessment/Closer (5 min): 
 
Over the next couple of days, we’ll work on a plan for our own classroom aquarium!  
 
Pull name sticks and let 5+ students share about something they would like to see inside the tank or 
something that is important to have based on what the real ocean has! 



 
Vocabulary 
Aquarium, Sea Creatures, Coral, Manta Ray, Shark, Dolphin    

 
Materials 

• Chart Paper 
• Writers Notebook for poem or song 
• Aquarium Planning Sheet 

 
 
Handouts 
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