
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Screen painting is a unique and traditional folk art that started in Baltimore back in 1913. Students learn the history, 
techniques, tools, and functionality of the art form. This residency is custom-designed to meet your school’s needs and 

budget. Students can make individual “mini screens” or a large-scale mural to be installed at the school. Screen  
painted images can be created from observation, memory, or imagination, and it is a perfect medium to connect to cur-

riculum content.  



Inclement Weather 

DON’T WORRY! Artists will follow school 

closings/delays, and will work with you to  
reschedule the performance if necessary. 

 

Young Audiences Contact Number 
410-837-7577 

 

After Hours / Emergency Number 
Call 410-837-7577 and follow the prompts to 
be connected with a staff member on call. 
 
 
Teacher Prep:  
Attend required planning and information sessions.  
Introduce students to screen painting by showing different examples from around the city. Use the website:  
http://www.paintedscreens.org/ to get started.  



 John is a listed artist with MSAC (MD State Arts Council) and Young Audiences of 
Maryland. John is also associated with several art leagues on the eastern shore,  
Rehobeth Beach, DE; Ocean City, MD; Berlin, MD; Cambridge, MD; several  
libraries throughout Worchester and Wicomico counties, as well as museums and 
zoos.  

 
 
 

“It’s magic! Wow! How did you do that! Are we going to learn this painting  
technique?” These kinds of questions and many others fuel my fire! Having the  
opportunity to teach this 100-year old Baltimore-born folk art with children in the 
classroom is a unique opportunity for me to plant screen painting seeds! I love it! 
Let’s go, hon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Screen painting is a unique and traditional folk art that started in  
Baltimore back in 1913. Students learn the history, techniques, tools, and 
functionality of the art form. This residency is custom-designed to meet 
your school’s needs and budget. Students can make individual “mini 

screens” or a large-scale mural to be installed at the school. Screen  
painted images can be created from observation, memory, or imagina-
tion, and it is a perfect medium to connect to curriculum content.  

 
“This was truly an arts-integrated process for our third graders. The pro-
cess of picture journaling their experiences with raising the terrapins has 
made that experience more memorable. The history of Poplar Island had 
more impact as it was explored through words and art. The students also 
learned Baltimore’s rich history in screen painting and now claim a piece 

of that tradition.” 
- Kelly, Teacher, Arnold School 

 Set the stage for artful thinking! Students are asked to explore the  
creative process by viewing an assortment of hanging painted screens 
to uncover the multiple values. By using the artful thinking palette, 
children observe and describe why a particular screen painting           
interests them.  

 Children's questions lead to analyzing the connectivity of content by 
finding similar qualities based on different ways of thinking. 

 Challenge durability of screen material they are using as a                
canvas. Connect reasons why, comparing qualities used now verses 
those used decades ago. 

 Introduce history, cultural connections, importance of functionality, 
and reluctant downward spiral of its popularity, due to air            
conditioning. 



Standard 3.0 Creative Expression and Production 

Students will demonstrate the ability to organize knowledge and ideas for expression in the production of art.  

 

3.MD.C.6 Geometric Measurement: Understand concepts of area and relate area to multiplication and to addition.  
 
SL.5.1 Comprehension and collaboration: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  
 

 Folk Art: What is it? This website gives information about folk art as well as a series of lessons, spanning all grade   
levels, that will help your students explore different styles. There is also a link to professional development  
opportunities. http://www.folkartrevealed.org/lessons 

 
 This slide share presentation gives a look at different picture books featuring folktales and folk art. The presentation 

can be navigated easily and includes entire copies of children’s stories.  
http://www.slideshare.net/tulikabooks/show-and-tell-folk-art-and-the-art-of-the-picture-book 

 
 The American Visionary Art Museum is a Baltimore treasure. There are many pieces of modern, traditional, and     

unconventional works located within its’ beautiful walls. Here is the link to their website: http://www.avam.org/ 



 This website dedicated to the art of screen painting in Baltimore. The Painted Screen Society of Baltimore’s website      

includes artists throughout the city, photos of screens, the history of screen painting, and more information about the 
craft. Great website that features the artist, John Iampieri, himself! http://www.paintedscreens.org/ 

 
 This webpage, geared towards older students, gives the history of screen painting in Baltimore. The page offers a 

glimpse of the problem/ solution creation of painted screens past and present. http://www.paintedscreens.org/ 
 
 This website offers another look at the tradition of screen painting in Baltimore. Included are photos and video of 

screen painters, a little look at the history, and versions of modern and old-style screens.   
http://doloresmonet.hubpages.com/hub/Painted-Screens-BaltimoreFolkArtTraditionofScreenPainting 



At the end of the residency students will display their created screen, either as individual pieces or a collective installation. 
Each class design is painted on a legacy size screen (usually 3'h x 6'w).  Screens are displayed around the school for all to 
see! For example, screens have been installed in a common area, like a cafeteria entrance or behind windows in the gym. 
Screens are removed from their stretched frames and doweled with rods and are very light so they can be easily 
hung.  Screens in the past have even taken a statewide tour!  Other workshops/residencies have been altered to allow   
children to design and paint their own individual screens that they take home! 

Teachers could familiarize themselves with both the history as well as the culture of screen painting. Visiting the website 
http://www.paintedscreens.org/ is a good start.  

http://www.paintedscreens.org/

