
 

Young Audiences Residency Teacher Guide 
Synetic Theater: Fables in Movement 

SYNthesis: the coming together of distinct elements to form a whole 

KinETIC: pertaining to or imparting motion; active; dynamic 

SYNETIC: a dynamic synthesis of the arts 

In this residency, participants comprehend fables through a unique, creative, and kinesthetic approach. 

Our teaching artists are theatrical professionals who share the expressive and exciting techniques of Synetic right in 
your classroom. As students and teachers experience the art form first handedly they understand the significance of 
cooperation, self-determination, communication, and fun within fables, theater, and the classroom.  

Synetic Theater has consistently produced acclaimed plays since its inception in 2001.  Our teaching artists are 
award winning professional actors, directors, and choreographers who have starred in national TV and films 
including Lincoln.

Contact Young Audiences for more information on this and other programs • 410-837-7577 • www.yamd.org 
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Residency Dates: ___________________________ 

For Students in Grades: ____________________



Program Description 

In this theater residency, students explore the three elements of Synetic Theater’s style of physical theatre: 
movement, acting, and pantomime. Following a workshop in each discipline, students will work in groups to 
choreograph selected fables. 

Inclement Weather 

DON’T WORRY! Artists will follow school closings and delays and will work with you to reschedule the 
performance if necessary. 

Young Audiences Contact Number       410-837-7577 

Call 410-837-7577 and follow the prompts to be connected with a staff member on call for After Hours or 
Emergency. 
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Artist Bio 
Synetic continually redefines theatre by blending 
innovative techniques and movement, investing in 
our artists’ growth, and creating unforgettable 
visceral experiences for every audience.  

Our kinesthetic approach to learning helps students 
create personal connections to subject material, 
giving teachers and students tools for creating 
meaningful context for academic goals.  Synetic’s 
pedagogical methods motivate students to find 

personal empowerment through self-expression, 
search for answers to important questions through the cooperative artistic process, and cultivate 
compassion, empathy and understanding through physical theatre arts.  

Common Core Standard: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.2  

Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 
summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5.B 

Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe people who 
are friendly or helpful). 
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Maryland State Curriculum Standards For Fine Arts:   

Standard 1.0 Perceiving and Responding  -  Aesthetic Education:  Students will demonstrate the ability to 
perceive, interpret, perform, and respond to the development of a variety of dramatic forms over time and 
the aesthetic qualities they reflect. 

INDICATOR 
1. Identify describe, and apply the visual, aural, oral, and kinesthetic elements (literary, technical, and 

performance) of dramatic performances 

List of Resources 

www.synetictheater.org  

Background/ Additional Information 

Artistic Director Paata Tsikurishvili has created Synetic Theater, one of the only professional Pantomime 
Theatre repertories for youth in the U.S. He uses Georgian (former Republic of the Soviet Union) 
pantomime traditions combined with dance, clowning, and music to create a professional pantomime 
repertoire for all ages. Tsikurishvili and Resident Choreographer, Irina Tsikurishvili, have been nominated 
twelve times for the prestigious Helen Hayes Awards in Washington, D.C.  Irina has won four times for 
Choreography, and Paata has won Best Director and Best Resident Play. 
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Content Examples 
Architect:  Students create stage pictures based on a moment in the fable, out of only themselves. The 
“architect” must decide the number of students involved, tell them where to stand, and how to stand in order 
to create the picture.  

Summarizing Fables:  Students will create and perform the beginning, middle, and ending of a chosen fable. 

Morals - Compare and Contrast:  Students create alternative endings for their performances to show what 
would happen next time if the characters learned their lesson. 

Culminating Examples 
The residency concludes with a culminating performance where the students perform the plays they have 
created throughout the week for an audience. Past participants have performed on a stage, in the gym, etc. 
for family, classmates, or the school. 

Professional Development Strategies  

Tableau 

Elements of Physical Theater: Body, Imagination, Focus, and Emotions 

Call and Response: Ago & Ame 

Character Statues 

Teacher Prep 
Read any source material beforehand. Further prep discussed in orientation meeting. 
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